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Mr. PAUL, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROUNDS, 
and Mr. VITTER): 

S. 123. A bill to prevent a taxpayer bailout 
of health insurance issuers; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
NELSON): 

S. 124. A bill to amend the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1996 to deauthorize the 
Ten Mile Creek Water Preserve Area Critical 
Restoration Project; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. COONS, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. 
SCHUMER, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 125. A bill to amend title I of the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to extend the authorization of the Bul-
letproof Vest Partnership Grant Program 
through fiscal year 2020, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HELLER (for himself, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mr. ENZI, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
CORNYN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON, 
and Mr. ALEXANDER): 

S. 126. A bill to provide a permanent deduc-
tion for State and local general sales taxes; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
JOHNSON, Mr. MANCHIN, Ms. COLLINS, 
and Ms. AYOTTE): 

S. 127. A bill to prohibit Federal funding 
for motorcycle checkpoints, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. PORTMAN (for himself and 
Mrs. SHAHEEN): 

S. 128. A bill to promote energy efficiency, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. JOHNSON: 
S. 129. A bill to repeal executive immigra-

tion overreach, to clarify that the proper 
constitutional authority for immigration 
policy belongs to the legislative branch, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. VITTER: 
S. 130. A bill to amend part B of the Indi-

viduals with Disabilities Education Act to 
provide full Federal funding of such part; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. VITTER (for himself and Mr. 
FRANKEN): 

S. 131. A bill to amend the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to ensure that valid 
generic drugs may enter the market; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
MERKLEY): 

S. 132. A bill to improve timber manage-
ment on Oregon and California Railroad and 
Coos Bay Wagon Road grant land, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mrs. BOXER, and Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN): 

S. 133. A bill to approve and implement the 
Klamath Basin agreements, to improve nat-
ural resource management, support eco-
nomic development, and sustain agricultural 
production in the Klamath River Basin in 
the public interest and the interest of the 
United States, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. MCCONNELL, and Mr. 
PAUL): 

S. 134. A bill to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act to exclude industrial hemp from 
the definition of marihuana, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. WYDEN: 
S. 135. A bill to prohibit Federal agencies 

from mandating the deployment of 
vulnerabilities in data security technologies; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
BROWN): 

S. 136. A bill to amend chapter 21 of title 5, 
United States Code, to provide that fathers 
of certain permanently disabled or deceased 
veterans shall be included with mothers of 
such veterans as preference eligibles for 
treatment in the civil service; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
CARDIN): 

S. 137. A bill to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of the 
Treasury to regulate tax return preparers; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. WYDEN: 
S. 138. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide a tax incentive 
to individuals teaching in elementary and 
secondary schools located in rural or high 
unemployment areas and to individuals who 
achieve certification from the National 
Board for Professional Teaching Standards, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. MARKEY, and Mr. BROWN): 

S. 139. A bill to permanently allow an ex-
clusion under the Supplemental Security In-
come program and the Medicaid program for 
compensation provided to individuals who 
participate in clinical trials for rare diseases 
or conditions; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
PORTMAN, Mr. CORNYN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, and Mr. KIRK): 

S. 140. A bill to combat human trafficking; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Ms. 
AYOTTE, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BLUNT, 
Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BURR, Mr. CASSIDY, 
Mr. COATS, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. GRAHAM, 
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HELLER, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON, 
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KIRK, Mr. MORAN, 
Mr. PAUL, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. TOOMEY, and 
Mr. WICKER): 

S. 141. A bill to repeal the provisions of the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
providing for the Independent Payment Ad-
visory Board; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. NELSON (for himself, Ms. 
AYOTTE, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. REED, Mr. SCHATZ, and 
Mr. SCHUMER): 

S. 142. A bill to require the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission to promulgate a rule 
to require child safety packaging for liquid 
nicotine containers, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. MCCONNELL: 
S. Res. 23. A resolution making majority 

party appointments for the 114th Congress; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Ms. 
MIKULSKI): 

S. Res. 24. A resolution recognizing the 
150th anniversary of Bowie State University; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BROWN, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. 
HEITKAMP, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. KAINE, 
Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. MCCAS-
KILL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. NELSON, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. REED, Mr. REID, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. TESTER, 
Mr. UDALL, Mr. WARNER, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BENNET, 
and Mr. MANCHIN): 

S. Res. 25. A resolution commemorating 50 
years since the creation of the Medicare and 
Medicaid Programs; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. TESTER: 

S. Con. Res. 2. A concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony to 
present the Congressional Gold Medal to the 
First Special Service Force, in recognition of 
its superior service during World War II; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 12 

At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the 
names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) and the Senator from 
Alabama (Mr. SHELBY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 12, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ex-
empt employees with health coverage 
under TRICARE or the Veterans Ad-
ministration from being taken into ac-
count for purposes of determining the 
employers to which the employer man-
date applies under the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act. 

S. 28 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
28, a bill to limit the use of cluster mu-
nitions. 

S. 29 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. DONNELLY) and the Senator from 
North Dakota (Ms. HEITKAMP) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 29, a bill to 
repeal the Defense of Marriage Act and 
ensure respect for State regulation of 
marriage. 

S. 38 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 38, a bill to ensure that long-term 
unemployed individuals are not taken 
into account for purposes of the em-
ployer health care coverage mandate. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mr. COONS, Mr. BLUNT, 
Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 125. A bill to amend title I of the 
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe 
Streets Act of 1968 to extend the au-
thorization of the Bulletproof Vest 
Partnership Grant Program through 
fiscal year 2020, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today I 
am proud to introduce the Bulletproof 
Vest Partnership Grant Program Reau-
thorization Act of 2015. Once enacted, 
this legislation will continue for an-
other five years the immensely suc-
cessful grant program that provides 
matching funds for State and local law 
enforcement agencies to purchase pro-
tective vests for officers serving in the 
field. 

Our Nation needs no additional re-
minders of the dangers faced by law en-
forcement officers each and every day. 
Far too often we have grieved as offi-
cers are killed in the line of duty. In 
2014 alone, 126 men and women serving 
in law enforcement lost their lives. Al-
though protective vests cannot save 
every officer, they have already saved 
the lives of more than 3,000 law en-
forcement officers since 1987. Vests dra-
matically increase the chance of sur-
vival when tragedy occurs. I have met 
personally with police officers who are 
living today because of a bulletproof 
vest, and they will attest to the fact 
that the vests provided through this 
program are worth every penny. 

No officer should have to serve with-
out a protective vest. Yet we know 
that, for far too many jurisdictions, 
vests can cost too much and wear out 
too soon. The Bulletproof Vest Part-
nership Grant Program helps to fill the 
gap. Since it was first authorized in 
1999, it has enabled more than 13,000 
State and local law enforcement agen-
cies to purchase more than one million 
bulletproof vests, including more than 
4,000 vests for officers in Vermont. As 
these officers have helped to protect 
our communities, these grants have 
helped to protect them. Unfortunately 
the authorization for this grant pro-
gram lapsed in 2012. We must not delay 
any longer in reauthorizing this pro-
gram 

This bill also contains a number of 
improvements to the grant program. It 
provides incentives for agencies to pro-
vide uniquely fitted vests for female of-
ficers and others. It also codifies exist-
ing Justice Department policies that 
grantee law enforcement agencies can-
not use other Federal grant funds to 
satisfy the matching fund requirement, 
and they must also have mandatory 
wear policies to ensure the vests are 
used regularly. 

Protecting those who serve has his-
torically been a bipartisan effort in 
Congress. Republican Senator Ben 
Nighthorse-Campbell and I worked to-
gether to create this program more 

than 15 years ago. It was so successful 
that, in the past, it was reauthorized 
with a voice vote. It was the right 
thing to do, it saved lives, and that was 
enough for both Democrats and Repub-
licans. This is not a partisan issue, and 
I am pleased that Senator GRAHAM is 
the lead cosponsor of this measure. 
Senators COONS and BLUNT are also 
original cosponsors of this bill. 

The law enforcement community 
speaks with a single voice on this 
issue. And I am proud that this bill is 
supported by the Fraternal Order of 
Police, International Association of 
Chiefs of Police, National Association 
of Police Organizations, National Sher-
iffs’ Association, Major County Sher-
iffs’ Association, Major Cities Chiefs 
Association, Federal Law Enforcement 
Officers Association, National Tactical 
Officers Association, and Sergeants Be-
nevolent Association. 

There are very few bills that can so 
directly affect and improve the safety 
of those who serve and protect our 
communities. This program saves lives, 
and I am hopeful that all Senators— 
Democrats, Republicans, and Independ-
ents alike—will join us now to ensure 
its swift reauthorization. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and 
Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. 132. A bill to improve timber man-
agement on Oregon and California 
Railroad and Coos Bay Wagon Road 
grant land, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today I 
reintroduce a bill that will end the 
gridlock on the Oregon and California, 
O&C, lands found in my home State. I 
am pleased that my colleague Senator 
MERKLEY is joining me in this effort. 
Last Congress, I introduced this legis-
lation, which went on to be reported 
out of the Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee after continued 
work with stakeholders and resulting 
modifications. I feel that a great deal 
of progress was made in the last Con-
gress to find a solution for these lands 
in Oregon, but Congress ran out of time 
to complete work on this bill. That’s 
why I am back at it here today. The 
bill I introduce today is intended to ad-
vance the progress made, adopting the 
modifications from the bill that was re-
ported out of Committee, and paving 
the way to pass legislation regarding 
management of these lands. 

My legislation will end decades of un-
certainty and broken forest policy with 
a science-driven solution that moves 
past the decades old timber wars. It 
does this by using science to guide 
management of the O&C lands while 
upholding bedrock federal environ-
mental laws. This bill provides the jobs 
that Oregonians need, certainty of tim-
ber supply that timber companies re-
quire, and continued environmental 
protections that our treasures deserve. 

First, my legislation divides the O&C 
lands, with roughly half set aside for 
forestry emphasis and the other half 

for conservation emphasis, to put a 
stop to the uncertainty and conflicting 
priorities that have contributed to fed-
eral management failure on these lands 
and produce wins on both sides of the 
historic timber conflict. The forestry 
emphasis lands will employ proven for-
estry practices, known as ‘‘ecological 
forestry,’’ to mimic natural processes 
and create healthier, more diverse for-
ests. Modeling using Bureau of Land 
Management and Forest Service anal-
ysis confirms that ecological forestry 
will more than double the harvest on 
O&C lands, producing approximately 
400 mmbf on the landscape covered by 
this bill. 

On the conservation side, my bill pro-
vides permanent protections for ap-
proximately 1.35 million acres of land, 
while designating wilderness lands, 
wild and scenic rivers, and other spe-
cial areas. It creates 87,000 acres of wil-
derness and 252 miles of wild and scenic 
rivers. All told, this would be the sin-
gle biggest increase in Oregon’s con-
servation lands in decades. That in-
cludes special areas protected for 
recreation, which is an increasingly 
important part of our rural economy, 
and is responsible for 141,000 jobs in Or-
egon alone. Perhaps the most impor-
tant conservation win in the bill is the 
first-ever legislative protection for old 
growth on O&C lands and the designa-
tion of Late Successional Old-growth 
Forest Heritage Reserves. 

The approach of dividing the lands 
into conservation and timber emphasis 
and protecting old growth will provide 
clear management direction for the 
landscape and take the most controver-
sial harvests off the table. Signifi-
cantly, the bill streamlines and front 
loads environmental analysis into two 
large scale environmental impact 
statements—one each for moist and 
dry forests—that will study 5 years of 
work in the woods, rather than a single 
project. It does this while upholding 
the Endangered Species Act and other 
bedrock environmental laws. 

Critical to the bill is the belief that 
forest policy should be dictated by 
science, not lawyers. The forestry prin-
ciples used in this bill are based on the 
work of Drs. Norm Johnson and Jerry 
Franklin, two respected Northwest for-
estry scientists, and built off of for-
estry approaches used around the 
globe. The bill also establishes the first 
ever legislative protections for O&C 
streams thanks in large part to the 
work of one of the Northwest’s fore-
most water resources experts, Dr. Gor-
don Reeves. The Northwest Forest 
Plan’s stream protections are extended 
to key watersheds and four drinking 
water emphasis areas, with additional 
lands designated for conservation, to 
protect drinking water. Science also 
guides how the agency can treat trees 
near streams and a scientific com-
mittee will evaluate stream buffers and 
reserves in areas dedicated to timber 
harvests, increasing or decreasing the 
boundaries as needed to address the ec-
ological importance of streams. This 
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