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ISIS, Jabhat al-Nusra, Boko Haram,
and al Shabaab, as well as al Qaeda and
its affiliates, we must be mindful of the
urgent need to bring their financiers
and supporters to justice as well.

At an even more basic level, our com-
mitment to one another as citizens in a
society that values freedom and justice
demands that we hold accountable
those who aided and abetted the savage
attacks on our homeland and murdered
thousands of innocent Americans.

When that fundamental duty to pro-
tect American citizens has been
breached, it is not enough to say that
we will ‘“‘never forget.”” The military
and civilian personnel at the Pentagon,
the first responders and office workers
in the New York office towers, the pas-
sengers and crew of those hijacked
planes, and all those families whose
hearts still ache, we owe it to them.

So I urge my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to not only take the time
to review those 28 pages but also con-
sider supporting House Resolution 14,
as these families and the American
people deserve to have their questions
answered.

———

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S FISCAL
YEAR 2016 BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to start off with a posi-
tive note. Just recently, President
Obama submitted the Federal budget
on time for the first time since 2010.
While I appreciate his timeliness, I,
and the constituents in my district,
don’t appreciate, however, his dis-
regard for fiscal responsibility.

The President sent a budget to Con-
gress which starts the fiscal year with
our country in the red. What organiza-
tion starts off the fiscal year by saying
they are going to purposefully spend
more money than they take in? How
many folks around a dinner table actu-
ally have their conversation at the
start of the year saying, ‘“You know
what? I want to start the year broke
and I want to end broke.” That is what
the President’s budget does.

The President presented to Congress
a $4 trillion budget, and yes, you heard
me right, that is trillion with a T. The
proposed budget requests $4 trillion in
spending but only provides—catch
this—$3.5 trillion in revenue. I was not
the best math student but I can see a
problem here. That leaves the govern-
ment with a half-trillion-dollar deficit.

Wait. Hold on a second. Let me go
back and correct myself. I misspoke.
That leaves the U.S. taxpayers with a
half-trillion-dollar deficit because, let
me remind you, the government makes
nothing. Everything we spend comes
from right here in my pocket, your
pocket, and the pocket of everyone else
in this country.

Now, I just checked, and the popu-
lation of the United States is slightly
over 320 million. So every man, woman,
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and child would have to add an addi-
tional $1,500 onto what they already
owe in taxes—to include newborns—in
order for this budget to even break
even. And that is just for 2016.

The President’s budget is a political
document that reflects a very different
view of fiscal responsibility than most
people have.

Let’s go through it and discuss the
good, the bad, and the ugly of this
budget.

First, the good. Now it is true that
our national deficit is shrinking. Is it
because of the President’s policies? No.
It is because of the ingenuity and de-
termination of the American people.
The private sector is now growing—and
has been for a while—even as the ad-
ministration has attempted to stifle
businesses with antigrowth policies
like ObamaCare and other regulations
that continue to put sand in the gears
of American business.

Even in the President’s own budget
document he cites economic growth as
helping accelerate the pace of deficit
reduction. He likes to go around the
Nation and do speeches on how the def-
icit has decreased to its lowest level in
decades during his Presidency. The in-
convenient truth is that he decides to
leave out that the biggest drops occur
after 2010, when the Republicans took
control of the House of Representa-
tives.

The Republicans were able to garner
concessions on reductions in spending.
Plus, sequestration entered the fray,
which aided in the decrease of federal
expenditures. While sequestration is
not the budget tool Congress would
have hoped for, the President is now
trying to capitalize off of this budget
negotiation side effect.

President Clinton likes to take credit
for the budget surpluses in the nine-
ties, which were a result of the Repub-
licans’ Contract with America. Now,
President Obama wants to take sole
credit for a decrease in the deficit, a
reduction in spending that he has had
to make do with.

The bad. The President wants to
raise taxes on Americans at the worst
possible time—as we are emerging from
the financial crisis. President Obama’s
tax proposals target job creators and
the middle class. One such proposal
was so egregious that even the Demo-
crats said, We can’t go along with this.

The President had a tax proposal to
cut tax benefits on college savings
plans. The 529 college plans are a
means by which close to 12 million
families save for college, many of them
middle class Americans. That comes at
a time when student loan debt is ap-
proaching a trillion dollars.

Hidden deep in Obama’s budget is a
student loan program that recently has
been discovered to have a $21.8 billion
shortfall. His plan to subsidize student
loans has now created a loss equal to
the annual budgets of the Department
of the Interior, EPA, and NASA.

The ugly. In President Obama’s budg-
et he discusses that by 2025 the Federal
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debt will have reached 73.3 percent of
GDP. That is almost three-fourths of
our Nation’s collective wealth. The
President defines the country’s $18 tril-
lion debt as being fiscally sustainable.

For him, 73 percent of our GDP is ac-
ceptable:

The key test of fiscal sustainability is
whether debt is stable . . . as a share of the
economy, resulting in interest payments
that consume a stable . . . share of the Na-
tion’s resources.

Figure that one out.

The most disheartening part is the
President’s numbers are incorrect. The
Congressional Budget Office, a non-
partisan analytical wing of Congress,
has stated that by 2025, the Federal
debt will actually rise to nearly 79 per-
cent of GDP, when the Federal debt
would be $26.3 trillion. CBO states that
our debt is currently 74 percent of
GDP.

The question you are asking now is:
What is causing this increase in gov-
ernment spending? I bet you know the
answer but I am going to tell you any-
way. The CBO lists many factors, all of
which are contributing to a bust in our
Federal spending.

With that, this budget is another ex-
ample of what does not need to be.

—————

REMEMBERING JIMMIE LEE
JACKSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, today, I rise to celebrate the life
and legacy of Jimmie Lee Jackson.

Jimmie Lee Jackson was one of the
foot soldiers who died to ensure that
all Americans have the fundamental
right to vote.

This 26-year-old Marion, Alabama,
native was brutally Kkilled at the hands
of an Alabama State trooper on Feb-
ruary 18, 1965, after attending a voting
rights rally while trying to protect his
mother and his 82-year-old grandfather.

The State trooper confronted the
family at Mack’s Cafe in Marion and
shot Jimmie Lee Jackson at gunpoint
range for simply shielding his family
from the intimidation and retributions
being carried out by law enforcement.

And to think that this occurred be-
cause of the audacity of this young
man and his family to peacefully pro-
test for their constitutional rights,
which led to his brutal murder at the
hands of law enforcement.

It was the senseless murder of
Jimmie Lee Jackson that served as a
catalyst for the voting rights move-
ment in Selma, Alabama. Jimmie Lee
Jackson deserves to have his proper
place in American history as a true
agent of change.

Likewise, the city of Marion is,
rightly, the starting point of the his-
toric road to voter equality that led
marchers from Selma to Montgomery.
I have sponsored efforts and look for-
ward to the National Park Service add-
ing the city of Marion to the historic
trail from Selma to Montgomery.
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The senseless killing of Jimmie Lee
Jackson shocked the consciousness of
the American public and galvanized
local leaders to be even more resolved
in their fight against the inequalities
in voting.

Who was to blame for the death of
Jimmie Lee Jackson? Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King professed, as he eulogized
Jimmie Lee Jackson at his funeral, we
are all to blame for his murder. Dr.
King said it best:

A State trooper pointed the gun, but he did
not act alone. He was murdered by the bru-
tality of every sheriff who practices lawless-
ness in the name of law.

He was murdered by the irresponsibility of
every politician, from Governors on down,
who has fed his constituent the stale bread
of hatred and the spoiled meat of racism.

He was murdered by the timidity of a Fed-
eral Government that would spend millions
of dollars a day to keep troops in South Viet-
nam and cannot protect the rights of its own
citizens seeking the right to vote.

He was murdered by the cowardice of every
Negro who passively accepts the evils of seg-
regation and stands on the sidelines in the
struggle for justice.

Justice should be blind, Mr. Speaker,
but in many cases it is not. Everyone
knew who Kkilled Jimmie Lee Jackson,
but it wasn’t until 40 years later, when
Michael Jackson, Dallas County’s first
Black district attorney, reopened the
investigation, that the wheels of jus-
tice slowly began to turn.

Yesterday, this august body unani-
mously passed H.R. 431, a bill that
would award a Congressional Gold
Medal to the foot soldiers who partici-
pated in Bloody Sunday, Turnaround
Tuesday, or the final march from
Selma to Montgomery. It is past due,
Mr. Speaker, that these brave men and
women take their proper place as
agents of change in American history.

While Jimmie Lee Jackson did not
live to participate in the march from
Selma to Montgomery, he was there in
spirit. It was his spirit that gave
strength to the weak, that gave cour-
age to the scared, and that gave hope
to the hopeless.

To his family, I say this Nation owes
his family a debt of gratitude which we
can never repay. My hope is that this
national recognition of the significance
of the death of Jimmie Lee Jackson
will spur a renewed commitment in all
of us to continue to fight for justice
and equality for all.

We, the beneficiaries of that struggle,
must continue his fight. We must con-
tinue to stand together. We must con-
tinue to be united in the fight for jus-
tice everywhere it is needed. Jimmie
Lee Jackson did not stand on the side-
lines waiting patiently for justice to
come, nor should we.

Dr. King once said:

If you can’t fly, then run. If you can’t run,
then walk. If you can’t walk, then crawl. But
whatever you do, you have to keep moving
forward.

We must continue to stand together
because our greatest and biggest fights
are yet to come. We still need Federal
oversight to ensure that every eligible
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voter in these United States is able to
cast their ballot and that every vote
matters.

Jimmie Lee Jackson recognized the
importance of the vote. He recognized
the power of the ballot box. We owe it
to ourselves and to the memory of
Jimmie Lee Jackson to continue his
fight.

———

THE IMPORTANCE OF PRE-K

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. VEASEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I come
here today to the House floor to ad-
dress an extremely important and
timely topic for our Nation: investing
in high-quality pre-K education. It is
really imperative to the success of our
children, schools, and communities.

Two years ago, in this Chamber,
President Obama laid out his plan to
provide universal high-quality pre-K
for every child in America. Why did the
President propose such a bold and au-
dacious plan for our country? It is real-
ly simple. It has been proven that chil-
dren who participate in high-quality
prekindergarten programs are more
likely to have greater academic and
life achievements down the road.

The benefits of a high-quality pre-K
education include increased eagerness
and preparedness to learn; higher read-
ing, writing, and mathematics scores;
and increased cognitive and social
abilities. Access to quality pre-K is a
much better predictor of achievement
than race, family income, or parents’
education.

Research has demonstrated that ac-
cess to prekindergarten programs have
substantial long-term benefits. Chil-
dren that have attended prekinder-
garten are 20 percent more likely to
graduate from high school and 22 per-
cent more likely to own a home. Addi-
tionally, these individuals are more
likely to be employed and less likely to
commit violent crimes.

I have to tell you, Mr. Speaker, one
of the things that saddens me the most
about my home State of Texas is that
we are leaving a lot of really bright
young people behind.
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Nearly 550,000 preschool-aged chil-
dren in Texas do not attend any type of
pre-K program, despite what I laid out
earlier about less likely to commit vio-
lent crimes, more likely to own homes.
You would think it would be a no-
brainer and we would be committing
more towards pre-K education.

Leaving behind this many children,
550,000—over half a million—really does
pose a serious, long-term economic ef-
fect to our great State and is some-
thing that needs to be addressed. It is
apparent that high-level prekinder-
garten education produces individuals
that are more prosperous and more
likely to contribute to society in a
positive way.

To help States like my own boost
their pre-K education programs, Presi-
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dent Obama and the Department of
Education delivered on his State of the
Union Address, and they released Pre-
school Development Grants. These
grants will help expand high-quality
preschool programs in targeted com-
munities.

When the announcements were made
in December—again, I have got to tell
you, we do a lot of great things in
Texas, and we often do it bigger and
better—but I was really disappointed,
Mr. Speaker, to learn that our State
had lost out on $120 million of this
grant funding to invest in our children
and really, ultimately, our future—$120
million that the great State of Texas
lost out on, over half a million kids
being left behind. This was really a sad
day in the Lone Star State.

This money would have been used to
improve pre-K education and expand
access to children in low-income com-
munities who need these services the
most, and losing out on this money
should really be a wake-up call to
Texas and the policymakers there, that
we must create a plan to improve our
pre-K system.

Texas failed to meet even the min-
imum requirements of this application
to provide at least a 50 percent increase
in preschool slots available, and that is
just really unacceptable.

My State needs a comprehensive pre-
K plan that works to increase access to
high-quality programs, set higher
learning standards, improve cur-
riculum, and increase teacher training.
All those really are very, very impor-
tant keys.

The failure to invest in our young
children is a failure to invest in our fu-
ture. Here in Congress and back home,
I intend to work tirelessly to provide
for the best education system that our
Nation can provide.

But there are some bright spots. I
talked about how the State, because of
the failed application policy that was
just really handled poorly, how we lost
out on $120 million and over half a mil-
lion kids are suffering because of that,
but I do think that it is important that
I point out some of the positives.

There has been some bipartisan work
along these efforts on pre-K, and I do
want to thank one of my former col-
leagues in the State legislature, State
Representative Eric Johnson of Dallas,
and a lady that I did not serve with out
of Georgetown, Texas—near Austin—
Marsha Farney of Georgetown, to not
only increase pre-K funding by $300
million, but also improve curriculum,
teacher training, and lower student-
teacher ratios.

In this global economy that we live
in today and tomorrow, students won’t
be competing for jobs in the workplace
with neighboring States but will be
competing with kids and students from
all over the world.

Mr. Speaker, let’s do this for Texas.
Let’s do the right thing. Let’s help
these children.
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