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On rollcall No. 5, I would have voted 

‘‘yea.’’ 
On rollcall No. 6, I would have voted 

‘‘nay.’’ 
On rollcall No. 7, I would have voted 

‘‘yea.’’ 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE PASSING OF 
FORMER REPRESENTATIVE HER-
BERT HARRIS 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great sadness that I rise with the 
members of the Virginia delegation to 
inform our colleagues of the passing of 
one of our colleagues, former Member 
of this Chamber, Herbert Harris. Herb 
died at the age of 88 on Christmas Eve 
at his home in the Mount Vernon dis-
trict of Fairfax County. 

He served three terms in this body, 
from 1974 to 1980, representing what 
was then Virginia’s Eighth Congres-
sional District. 

Like his predecessor Stan Parris, my 
predecessor Tom Davis, and myself, 
Herb served on the Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors prior to his elec-
tion to Congress, and that experience 
served him well here in the House. 

He was a champion for the region, 
helping secure the necessary Federal 
funds to complete construction of the 
Metro system here in the Nation’s Cap-
ital and to expand the Manassas Na-
tional Battlefield Park for Civil War 
preservation. He returned to private 
law practice after leaving the House. 

Our former colleagues, Representa-
tives Moran, Davis, and Wolf, collabo-
rated in 2001 on a bipartisan basis to 
honor Herb by naming a new post office 
in the Mount Vernon district in his 
honor. 

Many of us attended funeral services 
for Herb earlier this week, and flags 
were flown at half-mast throughout 
Fairfax County and at the capitol in 
Richmond. 

Mr. Speaker, I now ask my col-
leagues to join all of us in extending 
our gratitude for his public service and 
our sympathy to his family and friends 
by standing with us at this moment to 
observe a moment of silence in Herb 
Harris’ memory. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO 
ADMINISTER THE OATH OF OFFICE 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I offer a 
privileged resolution and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 20 
Resolved, Whereas, Alan Nunnelee, a Rep-

resentative-elect from the First District of 
the State of Mississippi, has been unable 
from illness to appear in person to be sworn 
as a Member of the House, and there being 
no contest or question as to his election; 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Speaker, or deputy 
named by him, is hereby authorized to ad-
minister the oath of office to the Honorable 
Alan Nunnelee at Tupelo, Mississippi and 
that such oath be accepted and received by 
the House as the oath of office of the Honor-
able Alan Nunnelee. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

APPOINTMENT OF HON. MICHAEL 
MILLS TO ADMINISTER OATH OF 
OFFICE TO HON. ALAN 
NUNNELEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the provisions of House Resolu-
tion 20, 114th Congress, the Chair ap-
points the Honorable Judge Michael 
Mills of the Northern District of Mis-
sissippi, United States District Court, 
to administer the oath of office to the 
Honorable ALAN NUNNELEE. 

f 

BIPARTISAN JOBS BILLS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, over the past three terms, 
the House has acted to grow our econ-
omy, control spending, and limit the 
abusive Federal regulations that are 
harming small businesses and making 
it harder for American families to 
make ends meet. 

Despite some progress, a large por-
tion of this agenda was denied consid-
eration in the Senate. 

As we begin this new Congress, we 
face new opportunities and challenges, 
but what is certain, Mr. Speaker, is the 
American people sent a clear message: 
they have called on Washington to put 
forward solutions and solve the prob-
lems that they face. 

This week, we begin on that path 
with consideration of several legisla-
tive measures designed to grow the 
economy and create jobs, including the 
Hire More Heroes Act, the Save Amer-
ican Workers Act, and approval of the 
Keystone XL pipeline. 

These are several of the many jobs 
bills that have received broad bipar-
tisan support; yet for one reason or an-
other, they have been denied consider-
ation under the previous Senate major-
ity. 

The American people deserve better, 
Mr. Speaker, and more gridlock is not 
the option. 

f 

THE SEPARATION OF POWERS ACT 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
United States Congress has been sworn 
into office. We all took an oath to sup-
port and defend the United States Con-
stitution. 

The Constitution, however, is under 
attack by the policies of the adminis-
tration. The administration has uncon-
stitutionally, illegally, and unwisely 
issued a decree that, in essence, grants 
amnesty to about 5 million people. 

The real issue is not an immigration 
issue because we need immigration re-

form, but it is a constitutional issue. 
The Constitution has been bruised by 
the improper act of the President. 

All Members who support the Con-
stitution and constitutional govern-
ment, rather than a government run by 
one person, should oppose the illegal 
action memo of the administration. 

Along with Representative BLACK of 
Tennessee, I have introduced the Sepa-
ration of Powers Act. This bill will pro-
hibit taxpayer funds to be used or ap-
propriated for the recent illegal ac-
tions of the administration’s granting 
amnesty. 

The President also has been sworn to 
support the Constitution, and it is Con-
gress’ duty to make the laws, whether 
the administration likes it or not. The 
Constitution is not a mere suggestion. 
It is the law of the land. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

b 1545 

FIGHTING TERRORISM 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, in 
the last couple of days, we have seen 
tragic incidents occurring against in-
nocent people, today in particular, the 
tragic killing of journalists and police 
officers in Paris, France, terrorist acts 
against innocent persons and persons 
who we know in the United States have 
the right to the First Amendment and 
freedom of expression that is the very 
core of the principles of this Nation of 
which we value and which our soldiers 
have gone to faraway wars to fight for. 

At the same time, Boko Haram, a 
terrorist group that has plagued the 
African continent, mainly in Nigeria, 
Chad, Cameroon, and around the areas 
of Niger, have taken a city near Lake 
Chad. They have seized that city. They 
have taken over the military base. 
They are continuing to kill thousands 
and causing 1.5 million to be displaced. 

Again, we have to fight terrorism in 
a universal manner, both in terms of 
our attitudes and values, but more im-
portantly, in the organizing of African 
nations to stand up against these hei-
nous terrorists, who have stolen chil-
dren, 300 girls and boys, and taken 
them from their families and lives. 
Boko Haram cannot be in control. We 
must, in a united way, stand against 
them and provide for the peace and 
tranquility of the people of the con-
tinent where they are. 

f 

AMERICA’S NEW CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ABRAHAM). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
FOXX) is recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the majority leader. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, since I was 
first elected to Congress in 2004, I have 
heard from thousands of constituents 
across North Carolina’s Fifth District. 
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In recent years, there has been an un-
derstandable note of frustration in 
their voices over the direction that our 
country is headed. 

These folks know all too well the 
struggle to find a job and pay the bills. 
They are angry that it takes an aver-
age 111 days just to make enough 
money to pay the government before 
starting to keep what they earn for the 
year. They have watched an oppressive 
government intrusion into health care 
make it far too difficult and expensive 
for many to do business. They are dis-
couraged by an uncertain regulatory 
environment that is wreaking havoc on 
both employers and employees. They 
are outraged at the President’s unprec-
edented attempt to grant amnesty to 
millions of illegal aliens when there 
are so many individuals who have wait-
ed years for the opportunity to come to 
this country the right way. 

Over the last 4 years, the U.S. House 
of Representatives has done everything 
in our power to put this Nation on a 
better path. We have passed numerous 
pieces of legislation to encourage job 
growth and strengthen America’s 
standing in the global economy. We 
have also passed bills that would de-
crease energy costs, allow workers to 
have more flexibility to spend time 
with their families, and increase trans-
parency in how tax dollars are spent. 
However, we were stymied again and 
again by Democrats in the Senate. 

Despite the short time we have had, 
the obstacles we have faced and the 
enormity of our task, House Repub-
licans have still managed a number of 
conservative victories. For example, 
this summer legislation I authored was 
signed into law to streamline the Fed-
eral workforce development system, in-
cluding the elimination of 15 duplica-
tive programs. Last month we passed 
legislation that has since been signed 
into law to allow families of a severely 
disabled child to save for their child’s 
long-term disability expenses in the 
same way that many families currently 
save for college through popular 529 in-
vestment plans, encouraging personal 
responsibility instead of increasing de-
pendency on the government. 

We all wish we could have done more, 
much more; however, we will have 
greater opportunities over the next 2 
years with a Republican-led House and 
Senate. The 114th Congress offers new 
chances to pass legislation that will 
take the country down a road of eco-
nomic recovery that results in lower 
unemployment, a fair Tax Code, and 
opportunity for all. We will work to re-
duce the size and scope of the Federal 
Government, protect against executive 
overreach, reform Federal spending, 
and keep America strong. 

My priorities for this year include 
continuing efforts to increase trans-
parency and accountability in govern-
ment. That is why H.R. 50, the Un-
funded Mandates Information and 
Transparency Act, which we call 
UMITA, is the first bill I introduced in 
the 114th Congress. This legislation 

would improve transparency and public 
disclosure of the true cost—in dollars 
and in jobs—that Federal dictates pose 
to the economy. I have offered this leg-
islation in the past four Congresses, 
and it has successfully passed the 
House with bipartisan support on three 
separate occasions, only to be ignored 
by the Senate. My hope is that this 
year will be different. 

Congress will also face off against the 
White House this year over President 
Obama’s attempts to short-circuit the 
American immigration process. By ex-
tending funding for the Department of 
Homeland Security only through Feb-
ruary 2015, the House and Senate are 
prepared to confront the President’s 
unparalleled power grab without the 
threat of a looming government-wide 
shutdown, and we will do everything 
we can to stop his destructive actions. 

Congress will be addressing the 
American people’s greatest priorities 
in the 114th Congress, and we will work 
hard to build a better future for Amer-
ican families. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

UNITED STATES-CUBAN 
RELATIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. LEE) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that Members may have 
5 legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, this evening I 

stand with my colleagues to discuss an 
issue that is very important to this 
country, and that is our country’s rela-
tions with Cuba. It has been 50 years— 
five decades—of a failed policy. Our 
wrongheaded policy toward Cuba, born 
of cold war tensions, has failed. Our 
policies have been in dire need of up-
dating ever since. This island nation, 
which lies just 90 miles from our 
shores, one of our closest neighbors, 
should be a partner in our hemisphere, 
not an estranged country or enemy. 
Along with many of my congressional 
colleagues, many of whom are gathered 
here tonight, we have been fighting to 
make that a reality for decades. 

I would now like to move toward and 
talk a little bit about some of the 
issues that many of us have been in-
volved in, and then I will yield to my 
colleagues. 

In the past, addressing our failed 
policies toward Cuba really had strong 
and clear bipartisan support in Con-
gress. Recent polling shows it has bi-
partisan support amongst the Amer-
ican people. According to a 2014 survey 
commissioned by the Atlantic Council, 
more than 60 percent of Americans sup-

port lifting the travel and economic re-
strictions on Cuba, and 56 percent of 
Americans support changing overall 
United States policy towards Cuba. 
That includes 63 percent of Floridians, 
62 percent of Latinos, and 52 percent of 
Republicans. 

Thanks to recent, very bold actions 
from President Obama, we have finally 
made some headway in this fight. We 
have started down the long and hard 
road towards ending our failed policies 
and establishing policies that promote 
the freedoms of Americans and Cubans, 
encourage trade and job creation here 
in the United States, and support the 
open exchange of critical medical de-
velopment and research to treat dis-
eases that afflict many Americans. 

In December, the President an-
nounced that the United States will re-
establish diplomatic ties, facilitate 
travel, improve commercial exchanges 
and telecommunications and a variety 
of other policies. This is a welcomed 
and long-overdue response to our calls 
and the calls of many advocates both 
in this body and outside, from Cuba, 
the United States, and around the 
world. 

Today we come to the floor first to 
thank President Obama for his leader-
ship and to discuss the important 
changes he has brought about through 
his action; but at the same time, we 
are here to call on this Congress to act 
to end the outdated embargo while 
maintaining our Nation’s unwavering 
commitment to human rights and de-
mocracy. 

I personally began my efforts to end 
the embargo when I was a congres-
sional staffer for my predecessor and 
mentor, Congressman Ron Dellums, in 
1977. Since then, I have traveled to 
Cuba more than 20 times and have led 
several congressional delegations to 
that island. Quite frankly, each time I 
am there, I am struck by how much 
both of our nations would benefit from 
improved relations. Over the years, 
many Members have been proud of 
their young people who have received 
their medical education at the Latin 
American medical school, ELAM, 
which allows students from low-income 
and disadvantaged backgrounds to 
study medicine in Cuba for free, re-
turning to the United States to prac-
tice in underserved areas. 

When I was chair of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus in the 112th Con-
gress, I was honored to lead a delega-
tion to talk with Cuban officials, in-
cluding President Raul Castro, to de-
termine their willingness to engage in 
dialogue with no preconditions in an 
effort to move toward normalization of 
relations. 

Recently, we led a bipartisan delega-
tion to examine a new treatment for 
diabetic foot ulcers that afflict mil-
lions of Americans every year. Trag-
ically, this condition often ends in am-
putations and sometimes death for pa-
tients. This new treatment has been 
developed. It is highly effective. Hope-
fully Americans can benefit from this 
treatment if we end the embargo. 
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