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bill then and is in the bill that is before
us that we are going to vote on on Fri-
day. It is a way to help in a cost-effec-
tive way our military when they need
lift capacity to get military supplies
overseas in a tense situation.

Mr. CRAMER. Making this vehicle
another all-important appropriate ve-
hicle for this amendment because the
main piece of the omnibus package is,
of course, increased spending for our
defense. But you said cost effective.
You are right, having these flagships
available really saves the country the
cost of about $562 billion worth of build-
ing the ships, so it is a tremendous
tool.

Mr. BARTON. It is a good deal for the
taxpayer and a good deal for our
troops.

Mr. CRAMER. It definitely is. Thank
you for that, and thank you again for
your leadership.

Mr. BARTON. Thank you for your
leadership. I am going to have to ex-
cuse myself, but thank you for this
Special Order.

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I am
going to wrap up, as well, with another
history lesson. It is so interesting. I
love history. I am not one who looks
back a lot. I do like to look in the rear-
view mirror once in a while to make
sure I am still going straight as I move
forward. I think we as a Congress and
as a country need to do the same.

It was on this very day, December 16,
1773, that patriots at Boston Harbor ex-
pressed their displeasure with a foreign
power’s influence over what they felt
was an essential commodity. Partici-
pants of the Boston Tea Party, many of
whom were small-business owners, well
versed in and practitioners of the
teachings of Adam Smith and, yes, free
market economics, never would have
envisioned that one commodity should
be arbitrarily discriminated against
over another, especially by their own
government. We have an opportunity
with this commodity to make a dif-
ference.

Mr. Speaker, may I inquire how
much time is left? I see that Chairman
SHIMKUS is here and might have a word
or two for us.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has 1 minute remaining.

Mr. CRAMER. 1 yield to the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS), my
good friend.

Mr. SHIMKUS. I want to thank my
colleague from North Dakota and just
say a couple things.

First of all, what we have done on
the omnibus is great public policy.
Crude o0il is a commodity like corn and
beans that should be sold on the world
market.

Secondly, more oil on the world mar-
ket lowers the prices for crude oil for
everybody.

Thirdly, on the international secu-
rity arena, and by focus on Europe, and
primarily the old captive nations of
Eastern Europe, is that they are being
held hostage by energy extortion by
the Russians. The more we put more
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crude oil on the world market, the
more that lowers the international
price. That makes them have the op-
portunity to be free and independent
from a totalitarian regime that is their
neighbor to the east.

I appreciate my colleague offering
me up an opportunity to address this.

Mr. CRAMER. That is the perfect
wrap-up, Mr. SHIMKUS.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
0 1934

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. COLLINS of Georgia) at 7
o’clock and 34 minutes p.m.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 16, 2015.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 16, 2015 at 5:21 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 238.

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 3594.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 16, 2015.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 16, 2015 at 6:04 p.m.:

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H.J. Res. 78.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bill was signed by the Speaker
on Wednesday, December 16, 2015:

H.J. Res. 78, making further con-
tinuing appropriations for fiscal year
2016, and for other purposes.

———————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R.
2029, MILITARY CONSTRUCTION
AND VETERANS AFFAIRS AND
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016; PROVIDING FOR
PROCEEDINGS DURING THE PE-
RIOD FROM DECEMBER 19, 2015,
THROUGH JANUARY 4, 2016; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Mr. COLE, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 114-382) on the resolution (H.
Res. 566) providing for consideration of
the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R.
2029) making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2016, and for other purposes; providing
for proceedings during the period from
December 19, 2015, through January 4,
2016; and for other purposes, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

——————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CUELLAR (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and the balance of
the week on account of death in fam-
ily.

———

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 238. An act to amend title 18, United
States Code, to authorize the Director of the
Bureau of Prisons to issue oleoresin cap-
sicum spray to officers and employees of the
Bureau of Prisons, to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

S. 571. An act to amend the Pilot’s Bill of
Rights to facilitate appeals and to apply to
other certificates issued by the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, to require the revision
of the third class medical certification regu-
lations issued by the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

———

ENROLLED BILL AND JOINT
RESOLUTION SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
and a joint resolution of the House of
the following title, which were there-
upon signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 2270. An act to redesignate the
Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge, located
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in the State of Washington, as the Billy
Frank Jr. Nisqually National Wildlife Ref-
uge, to establish the Medicine Creek Treaty
National Memorial with the wildlife refuge,
and for other purposes.

H.J. Res. 78. Joint resolution making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for fiscal
year 2016, and for other purposes.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 37 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, December 17, 2015, at 9 a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3772. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s Semiannual Report to the Con-
gress for the period April 1 through Sep-
tember 30, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app.
(Insp. Gen. Act) Sec. 5(b); Public Law 95-452,
Sec. 5(b); (92 Stat. 1103); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

3773. A letter from the Senior Counsel,
Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection, transmitting the Bureau’s
final rule — Truth in Lending (Regulation Z)
Annual Threshold Adjustments (CARD ACT,
HOEPA and ATR/QM) received December 15,
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat.
868); to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

3774. A letter from the Senior Counsel,
Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection, transmitting the Bureau’s
final rule — Appraisals for Higher-Priced
Mortgage Loans Exemption Threshold (RIN:
3170-AA11) received December 15, 2015, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

3775. A letter from the Senior Counsel,
Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection, transmitting the Bureau’s
final rules — Truth in Lending (Regulation
Z) received December 15, 2015, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Financial Services.

3776. A letter from the Senior Counsel,
Legal Division, Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection, transmitting the Bureau’s
final rules — Consumer Leasing (Regulation
M) (RIN: 3170-AA06) received December 15,
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat.
868); to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

3777. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy,
Department of Energy, transmitting two re-
ports on the Progress of the Federal Govern-
ment in Meeting the Renewable Energy
Goals of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 for fis-
cal years 2009-2010 and 2011-2012, pursuant to
42 U.S.C. 15852(d); Public Law 109-58, Sec.
203(d); (119 Stat. 653); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

3778. A letter from the Administrator, En-
ergy Information Administration, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting the report en-
titled ‘“The Availability and Price of Petro-
leum and Petroleum Products Produced in
Countries Other Than Iran’, pursuant to 22
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U.S.C. 8513a(d)(4); Public Law 112-81, Sec.
1245(d)(4) (as amended by Public Law 112-158,
Sec. 503(b)(1)); (126 Stat. 1261); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

3779. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting a report
certifying that the export of the listed items
to the People’s Republic of China is not det-
rimental to the U.S. space launch industry,
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2778 note; Public Law
105-261, Sec. 1512 (as amended by Public Law
105-277, Sec. 146); (112 Stat. 2174); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

3780. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting agreements prepared by
the Department of State concerning inter-
national agreements other than treaties en-
tered into by the United States, to be trans-
mitted to the Congress within the sixty-day
period specified in the Case-Zablocki Act,
pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 112b(d) Public Law 92-
403, Sec. 1; (86 Stat. 619); to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

3781. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
a detailed report justifying the reasons for
the extension of locality-based com-
parability payments to non-General Sched-
ule categories of positions that are in more
than one executive agency, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 5304(h)(2)(C); Public Law 89-554, Sec.
5304(h) (as added by Public Law 102-378, Sec.
2(26)(E)(ii)); (106 Stat. 1349); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

3782. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Semiannual Report to Congress for
the period of April 1, through September 30,
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen.
Act) Sec. 5(b); Public Law 95-452, Sec. 5(b);
(92 Stat. 1103); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

3783. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s FY 2015
Agency Financial Report, pursuant to 31
U.S.C. 3515(a); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a);
(104 Stat. 2849); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

3784. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De-
partment’s Semiannual Report to Congress
for the period of April 1, 2015, through Sep-
tember 30, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app.
(Insp. Gen. Act) Sec. 5(b); Public Law 95-452,
Sec. 5(b); (92 Stat. 1103); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

3785. A letter from the Administrator, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s Semiannual Report to
Congress for the period ending September 30,
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen.
Act) Sec. 5(b); Public Law 95-452, Sec. 5(b);
(92 Stat. 1103); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

3786. A letter from the Chief Financial Offi-
cer, National Labor Relations Board, trans-
mitting the Board’s Performance and Ac-
countability Report for Fiscal Year 2015, pur-
suant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a); Public Law 101-576,
Sec. 303(a); (104 Stat. 2849); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

3787. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting
a report regarding the National Security
Professional Development Interagency Per-
sonnel Rotations 2nd Fiscal Year End Report
on Performance Measures, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. prec. 101 note; Public Law 112-239, Sec.
1107(g); (126 Stat. 1976); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

3788. A letter from the Chief Administra-
tive Officer, transmitting a quarterly report
of receipts and expenditures of appropria-
tions and other funds for the period October
1, 2015 to December 31, 2015, pursuant to 2
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U.S.C. 104a (H. Doc. No. 114—82); to the Com-
mittee on House Administration and ordered
to be printed.

3789. A letter from the Assistant Attorney
General, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting the Annual Report to Congress on Inves-
tigation, Enforcement and Implementation
of Sex Offender Registration and Notifica-
tion Act Requirements, pursuant to 42 U.S.C.
16991; Public Law 109-248, Sec. 635; (120 Stat.
644); to the Committee on the Judiciary.

3790. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting a
draft bill to authorize major medical facility
projects for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for fiscal year 2016, and other purposes,
pursuant to 38 U.S.C. 8104(a)(2); to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

3791. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only
rule — Update for Weighted Average Interest
Rates, Yield Curves, and Segment Rates [No-
tice 2015-85] received December 15, 2015, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

3792. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only
rule — Tribal Economic Development Bonds:
Use of Volume Cap for Draw-down Loans
[Notice 2015-83] received December 15, 2015,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

3793. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only
(I.LR.B. 2015-49) — Revenue Ruling: 2015 Base
Period T-Bill Rate (Rev. Rul. 2015-26) re-
ceived December 15, 2015, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. COLE: Committee on Rules. H. Res.
566. A resolution providing for consideration
of the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R.
2029) making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; providing for proceedings during
the period from December 19, 2015, through
January 4, 2016; and for other purposes (Rept.
114-382). Referred to the House Calendar.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. ALLEN:

H.R. 4262. A bill to amend title I of the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act to
require that a State awarded a Federal grant
to establish an Exchange and that termi-
nates the State operation of such an Ex-
change provide for an audit of the use of
grant funds and return funds to the Federal
Government, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia (for
himself, Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts,
Mr. BERA, Mr. BLUM, Mr. LANGEVIN,
Mr. POLIQUIN, Mr. AGUILAR, and Mr.
MACARTHUR):
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December 16, 2015, on page H9373, the following appeared: H.J. Res. 35. Joint resolution making further

The online version should be corrected to read: H.J. Res. 78. Joint resolution making further
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