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the House version of this bill, and we are
proud to see this simple but very important
piece of legislation pass.

Disasters strike every year in every corner
of America. Hurricanes on the Gulf Coast and
Eastern Seaboard, ice storms in the Midwest
and plains states, wild fires in the West, tor-
nados through our Nation’s heartlands and
flooding in Texas, the Carolinas, and else-
where.

During a disaster, local public radio stations
play an essential role in delivering information
about response efforts, local relief supplies,
evacuation orders and emergency routes,
where to find food, shelter and fuel as well as
on-the-ground, at-the-scene reporting to help
affected communities understand and re-
spond.

Approximately 98 percent of the American
population has access to a public radio or TV
signal. Current federal emergency response
and relief statutes are ambiguous on whether
local public broadcasting stations are eligible
for emergency financial assistance when dam-
aged by storms and other disasters. This leg-
islation amends the Stafford Act to make clear
that local public radio and broadcasting sta-
tions are eligible recipients of disaster relief.
The Emergency Information Improvement Act
brings greater stability to the availability of crit-
ical information during times of crisis.

Its passage by Congress will significantly
boost our efforts to ensure that all Americans
have the information they need when they
need it during occurrences of natural and
man-made disasters. It will guarantee that lo-
cally licensed stations are eligible for federal
disaster relief funding in the event their facili-
ties are impacted by a disaster.

| want to personally thank my colleagues in
the Senate, Senators TED CRUz and CORY
BOOKER, for introducing companion legislation
in the Senate and for their hard work in seeing
this important piece of legislation pass their
chamber.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
COSTELLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1090.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the joint resolution (H.J. Res.
78) making further continuing appro-
priations for fiscal year 2016, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

H.J. RES. 78

Resolved by the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the Continuing Ap-
propriations Act, 2016 (Public Law 114-53) is
further amended by striking the date speci-
fied in section 106(3) and inserting ‘‘Decem-
ber 22, 2015,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. ROGERS) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. LOWEY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the con-
sideration of H.J. Res. 78.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to present
H.J. Res. 78, a short-term continuing
resolution that will fund the govern-
ment through December 22.

This morning, we posted a full-year
omnibus funding bill. The bill will re-
sponsibly fund the government for the
remainder of fiscal 2016 year at the
level set by the Bipartisan Budget Act
passed in October. We are set to con-
sider it later this week.

However, our current funding mecha-
nism expires today at midnight. To
allow for enough time to read and proc-
ess this legislation, it is necessary at
this point that we pass another con-
tinuing resolution to keep the lights on
in our government.

The legislation we have before us
today simply extends current levels of
funding for critical government pro-
grams and services for 6 additional
days through next Tuesday. It is very
short and limited in scope, buying us
enough time to shepherd the omnibus
through to enactment and then for the
bill to be enrolled, sent to the Presi-
dent, and signed into law.

So I urge my colleagues to support
this bill, to give us the time to con-
sider the full appropriations package,
and bring the fiscal year 2016 appro-
priations process to a close.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

For the second time in a week, I rise
in half-hearted support for the con-
tinuing resolution before us. This is
the third time the Republican majority
has brought us to the brink of a shut-
down in just the past 11 weeks. It has
been over 2% months since we passed a
bipartisan 2-year budget agreement
that set guidelines for appropriations.
We should have final bills signed into
law by now. There are no excuses for
these constant delays.

Unfortunately, Republicans’ insist-
ence on including dangerous, harmful
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policies in spending bills that would re-
strict women’s reproductive health de-
cisions, harm the environment, and
roll back consumer protections, just to
name a few, delayed the ability of Con-
gress to come to a fair, bipartisan
agreement on time.

However, we did know throughout
this process that Republicans would
need Democratic votes to pass the om-
nibus. That is why I am pleased to say
we were able to get rid of more than 150
poison pill riders, including those re-
lated to women’s health, labor, such as
efforts to block the fiduciary rule and
the joint employer rule, consumer fi-
nancial protection, clean air and
water—all gone. However, I was dis-
appointed we were unable to reverse a
19-year-old prohibition on Federal
funding for the research of gun vio-
lence.

The budget agreement enacted in No-
vember provided additional funding, al-
lowing us to make critical invest-
ments, reflecting Democratic values.
There are some large increases to the
National Institutes of Health and the
Army Corps of Engineers, for example,
Head Start, energy research, COPS hir-
ing, nutrition funding, and so much
more. We also prevented further cuts
to the EPA and other agencies rou-
tinely targeted by Republicans. I am
disappointed that the omnibus does not
deal adequately with Puerto Rico’s cri-
sis. It does carry the 9/11 health and
compensation fund. The omnibus car-
ries some tax matters, including the
Cadillac tax and solar and wind tax
credits.

In all, the package is a mixed bag.
Each Member will have to read the de-
tails for him- or herself.

While I will vote to keep the govern-
ment open today, Mr. Speaker, the
American people deserve a Congress
that does its job on time and puts the
interests of hardworking families
ahead of special interests.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
ROGERS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the joint resolution, H.J.
Res. 78.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the joint res-
olution was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Concurring in the Senate amendment
to H.R. 2820, by the yeas and nays;
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H.R. 4246, by the yeas and nays;

S. 1090, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 3654, de novo.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———

STEM CELL THERAPEUTIC AND
RESEARCH REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2015

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and concur in
the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R.
2820) to reauthorize the Stem Cell
Therapeutic and Research Act of 2005,
and for other purposes, on which the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
Pi1TTs) that the House suspend the
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 421, nays 0,
not voting 12, as follows:

[Roll No. 695]

YEAS—421

Abraham Chabot Engel
Adams Chaffetz Eshoo
Aderholt Chu, Judy Esty
Aguilar Cicilline Farenthold
Allen Clark (MA) Farr
Amash Clarke (NY) Fattah
Amodei Clawson (FL) Fincher
Ashford Clay Fitzpatrick
Babin Cleaver Fleischmann
Barletta Clyburn Fleming
Barr Coffman Flores
Barton Cohen Forbes
Bass Cole Fortenberry
Beatty Collins (GA) Foster
Becerra Collins (NY) Foxx
Benishek Comstock Frankel (FL)
Bera Conaway Franks (AZ)
Beyer Connolly Frelinghuysen
Bilirakis Conyers Fudge
Bishop (GA) Cook Gabbard
Bishop (MI) Cooper Gallego
Bishop (UT) Costa Garamendi
Black Costello (PA) Garrett
Blackburn Courtney Gibbs
Blum Cramer Gibson
Blumenauer Crawford Gohmert
Bonamici Crenshaw Goodlatte
Bost Crowley Gosar
Boustany Culberson Gowdy
Boyle, Brendan Cummings Graham

F. Curbelo (FL) Graves (GA)
Brady (PA) Davis (CA) Graves (LA)
Brady (TX) Davis, Danny Graves (MO)
Brat Davis, Rodney Grayson
Bridenstine DeFazio Green, Al
Brooks (AL) Delaney Green, Gene
Brooks (IN) DeLauro Griffith
Brown (FL) DelBene Grijalva
Brownley (CA) Denham Grothman
Buchanan Dent Guinta
Buck DeSaulnier Guthrie
Bucshon DesJarlais Gutiérrez
Burgess Diaz-Balart Hahn
Bustos Dingell Hanna
Butterfield Doggett Hardy
Byrne Dold Harper
Calvert Donovan Harris
Capps Doyle, Michael Hartzler
Capuano F. Hastings
Cardenas Duckworth Heck (NV)
Carney Duffy Heck (WA)
Carson (IN) Duncan (SC) Hensarling
Carter (GA) Duncan (TN) Hice, Jody B.
Carter (TX) Edwards Higgins
Cartwright Ellison Hill
Castor (FL) Ellmers (NC) Himes
Castro (TX) Emmer (MN) Hinojosa

Holding
Honda
Hoyer
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huffman
Huizenga (MI)
Hunter
Hurd (TX)
Hurt (VA)
Israel
Issa
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jolly
Jones
Jordan
Joyce
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kirkpatrick
Kline
Knight
Kuster
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lummis
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
Massie
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul
MecClintock
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley

Cuellar
DeGette
DeSantis
Deutch

Messrs.

McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Meeks
Meng
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Moulton
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nolan
Norcross
Nugent
Nunes
O’Rourke
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Pascrell
Paulsen
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pittenger
Pitts
Pocan
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Polis
Pompeo
Posey
Price (NC)
Price, Tom
Quigley
Rangel
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble
Rice (NY)
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Rigell
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Russell
Ryan (OH)
Salmon
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Sanchez, Linda
T

Sanchez, Loretta
Sanford
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sewell (AL)
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sinema
Sires
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Speier
Stefanik
Stewart
Stutzman
Swalwell (CA)
Takai
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Trott
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Van Hollen
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Welch
Wenstrup
Westerman
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yarmuth
Yoder
Yoho
Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zeldin
Zinke

NOT VOTING—12

Granger
Herrera Beutler
Hultgren

Kildee

0 1030
BARTON

from ‘“‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

and

Lipinski
Slaughter
Stivers
Wilson (FL)

AUSTIN
SCOTT of Georgia changed their vote
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
Senate amendment was concurred in.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN RECOGNI-
TION OF THE LIVES LOST IN
THE SAN BERNARDINO TER-
RORIST ATTACK

(Mr. AGUILAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise with a heavy heart to pay tribute
to the 14 innocent lives lost on Decem-
ber 2 in San Bernardino, California, in
the terrorism attack at the Inland Re-
gional Center.

In the wake of this terrorist act, our
San Bernardino community has come
together and supported one another
during this dark chapter in our region
and our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my col-
leagues, fellow Americans, and those
who hear this message around the
world, to pray for the families of the 14
victims, the speedy recovery of the 22
injured, the countless first responders
that helped that day, and for the
health and resilience of the San
Bernardino community.

In the aftermath of this pain, I have
seen firsthand the tenacity and the
spirit of the area that we call the In-
land Empire. We have said loudly, as
one community, that this tragedy will
not define us and it will not divide us.

We will not be afraid to come to-
gether in fellowship, to work together,
to mourn together, or to rebuild to-
gether. Across faiths and across cul-
ture, we will support one another in
this time of need.

Mr. Speaker, San Bernardino has
been forced to soldier through difficult
times before. As we face this new and
difficult hurdle, I know my community
will continue to stand together to show
our country and our region the resolve
of this city and of these people to heal.
We are San Bernardino united.

Mr. Speaker, I am joined by my col-
leagues, and I ask the House to pause
for a moment of silence in honor of
those affected by the terrorist act in
San Bernardino on December 2.

The SPEAKER. The House will ob-
serve a moment of silence.

NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERV-
IST DEBT RELIEF EXTENSION
ACT OF 2015

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 5-
minute voting will continue.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER. The unfinished busi-
ness is the vote on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill (H.R.
4246) to exempt for an additional 4-year
period, from the application of the
means-test presumption of abuse under
chapter 7, qualifying members of re-
serve components of the Armed Forces
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