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I would like to inform the majority
leader, as he probably knows privately,
that we have great concerns on this
side of the aisle about a bill of the
magnitude that is being discussed and
the impact it will have on our deficit,
on discretionary spending, and on our
opportunity to pass major needed—and
a bipartisan expectation of doing—tax
reform so our tax system is simpler,
fairer, is producing the revenue that we
need, but it is also making sure the
American people understand and can be
provided a much simpler system for
them to have to respond to.

If the majority leader wants to make
any remarks on that, I yield to the
gentleman. Otherwise, Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY, DE-
CEMBER 11, 2015, TO TUESDAY,
DECEMBER 15, 2015

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that, when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Tuesday, December 15, 2015,
when it shall convene at noon for
morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for leg-
islative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

ADMINISTRATION’S ATTACK ON
GUN RIGHTS

(Mr. RATCLIFFE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, the
horrific attacks in San Bernardino un-
derscore the pressing need to defeat
ISIS and radical Islamic extremism.
But instead of trying to fix his failed
policies, which contributed to the very
rise of ISIS in the first place, the Presi-
dent is instead attempting to divert
and distract the American people by
leveraging this tragedy to announce
his plans to issue an executive order on
gun control.

Just yesterday the White House
called the San Bernardino attack an
incident of gun violence. Mr. Speaker,
it was terrorism, and I refuse to let
this President use acts of terrorism as
a means to try another end run around
this Congress.

Earlier this year I stood up against
the administration’s attempted ammu-
nition ban and I was successful in get-
ting that unconstitutional policy re-
scinded.

So today I am again standing up
against this latest attack on our con-
stitutional gun rights in this country
because, if this administration refuses
to take terrorism seriously, then the
American people will need their Second
Amendment rights more than ever be-
fore.
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CLIMATE DAMAGE WIPES OUT
LIVELIHOODS

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, while
many around the world are watching
the climate talks in Paris, some of my
constituents along the San Francisco
Peninsula are watching the Pacific
Ocean. That is because an unusually
warm climate and water has led to a
record toxic algae bloom that contami-
nates the crabs. Our critical Dungeness
crab fishery is closed, and our fisher-
men are suffering.

One Half Moon Bay fisherman said:
“If you had asked me 6 months ago
about crab, I would’ve told you we’re
going to feed our families, we’re going
to send our kids to college. And I’'m not
talking just the junior college. If they
want to go to Princeton, crab can
make this happen with my work ethic.
This situation is a new one. This was
like getting the legs pulled out from
under you.”’

So if my Republican colleagues are
wondering if climate damage is real or
if it is affecting real people, I encour-
age them to see the docked fishing
boats and the landlocked crab pots in
my district. Climate damage is wiping
out people’s livelihoods. We cannot let
this become the new normal.

———

CBO REPORT ON WORK REDUCTION
FROM AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to detail a report
from the Congressional Budget Office
that was released this month, which
says the Affordable Care Act will lead
to a reduction in work hours equiva-
lent to 2 million jobs over the next dec-
ade.

The key reason for the work reduc-
tion, according to the CBO, is
healthcare subsidies which are tied to
income, which will raise effective tax
rates for Americans and will create a
disincentive for people who are seeking
promotions or new, higher paying jobs.

The report also points to tax in-
creases and penalties as a reason for
the work reduction, including the em-
ployer mandate, which imposes pen-
alties on those companies with more
than 50 employees that do not provide
insurance.

The House and the Senate recently
passed legislation that would repeal
key parts of the Affordable Care Act,
including the employer mandate. Un-
fortunately, President Obama has
pledged to veto it.

We can’t allow these job losses to be-
come a reality. This is why I will con-
tinue to work with my colleagues to
make commonsense changes that will
improve our Nation’s healthcare sys-

H9299

tem and will vrevitalize economic
growth and jobs.

——
MAJOR CAMERON GALLAGHER

(Mr. SCHIFF asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
pay tribute to the service of Major
Cameron Gallagher.

I first met Cameron in 2013, when he
was serving as a military fellow in my
office, advising me on a range of de-
fense and foreign policy issues. For the
past 2 years, Cameron has worked in
the Army’s Office of the Chief Legisla-
tive Liaison, where he has continued to
be a trusted adviser to me and to other
Members of the House. Cameron’s serv-
ice will now take him and his family to
Fort Carson, Colorado, where he will
serve as a battalion executive officer in
the 4th Combat Aviation Brigade.

Cameron truly represents the very
best our Armed Forces and our Nation
have to offer. Intelligent and dedi-
cated, Cameron is such an optimist
that he sent me trash talk emails for
days in the lead-up to last year’s Stan-
ford-Army football game. Stanford won
35-0, but that is not really the point.

Cameron, we will miss having you
here in Congress. We wish you, C.C.,
and Henry all the best in your new as-
signment. And don’t forget the Schiff
Hotel California policy. You can check
out anytime you like, but you can
never leave.

———

MINING SCHOOLS ENHANCEMENT
ACT

(Mr. HARDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, we need
more mining engineers. Approximately
70 percent of the mining industry’s
technical leaders will reach retirement
age over the next 10 to 15 years.

In our mining engineering programs,
almost all current faculty members
will need to be replaced by the coming
decade.

At our Federal agencies, there is al-
ready a dangerous lack of employees
with the necessary technical expertise
to carry out their essential duties,
such as permitting and inspections.

Mr. Speaker, this is irresponsible,
and it can have catastrophic con-
sequences like we saw with the Gold
King Mine disaster.

In order to sustain our Nation’s min-
ing schools, we need to ensure that
vital Federal funding is made available
for faculty to conduct more research
and to better educate the next genera-
tion of mineral scientists and engi-
neers.

It can be done by using the existing
funding streams under SMCRA. My
bill, H.R. 3734, the Mining Schools En-
hancement Act, will accomplish this
goal.
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AMERICA’S VICTIMS OF GUN
VIOLENCE

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, Man-
chester, Illinois, April 24, 2013: Brittney
Lynn Luark, 23 years old; Nolan James
Ralston, 5 years old; Brantley Jack
Ralston, 1 year old.

Fort Hood, Texas, April 2, 2014: Ser-
geant First Class Daniel M. Ferguson,
39 years old; Staff Sergeant Timothy
Owens, 38 years old; Sergeant Carlos A.
Lazaney-Rodriguez, 37 years old.

Columbus, Ohio, June 14, 2015: Mi-
chael Ballour, 41 years old; Daniel
Sharp, 36 years old; Angela Harrison, 35
years old; Tyajah Nelson, 18 years old.

Hialeah, Florida, July 26, 2013: Italo
Pisciotti, 79 years old; Samira
Pisciotti, 69 years old; Patricio
Simono, 64 years old; Merly Niebles, 51
years old; Carlos Javier Gavilanes, 33
years old; Priscilla Perez, 17 years old.

Mohawk Valley, New York, March 13,
2013: Harry Montgomery, 68 years old;
Thomas Stefka, 62 years old.

——
O 1330
TRENTON TIGERS

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate the Trenton Tigers on
winning Florida’s 1A State football
championship. This talented group of
young men ended the season a perfect
140 and broke the State record for
“running clocks’ on all 10 regular-sea-
son opponents. This is a feat that has
never been done before. Trenton sound-
ly defeated Port St. Joe 56-21. This
gives the Tigers their second cham-
pionship in just 3 years.

An impressive achievement like this
cannot be accomplished without hard
work and dedication: the hard work of
a two-a-day practice schedule, the hard
work of each individual team member
playing as one for a common goal, and
the hard work of a talented coaching
staff to guide the team to victory.

I also want to congratulate Coach
Andrew Thomas and his staff for doing
an exceptional job coaching these
young men. Coach Thomas’ leadership
has not gone unnoticed. He has re-
cently been named the Class 1A Coach
of the Year by the Florida Dairy Farm-
ers.

Coach Thomas, thanks for carrying
on your great winning tradition and
continuing to make the town of Tren-
ton, Florida, and Gilchrist County
proud of our young athletes.

———

TERRORISTS AND GUN LAWS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARTER of Georgia). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 6,
2015, the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.
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Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, we
have heard a great deal this week
about what is proposed as a common-
sense fix to our Second Amendment,
and that is, okay, surely you can agree
that anyone on the no-fly list should
not be able to walk in and buy a gun.

We have had friends across the aisle
that pointed out, like the Times
Square bomber, he could have gone in
and bought a gun. I am told now that
that is not actually the case, that he
specifically could not have. The guy
made a bomb. He was going to blow up
New York Times Square. He didn’t
need a gun. He was going to blow peo-
ple up.

A lot of us, when we first hear, ‘“‘well,
shouldn’t that be a no-brainer?’’ if you
are on the no-fly list, you shouldn’t be
able to buy a gun. Then when you find
out that the no-fly list is composed of
names—and we can’t even get a num-
ber, even a ballpark number. Is it
47,000? Is it 470,000? Is it 700,000? Is it
over a million? When you find out you
can’t actually find any specific criteria
for getting on the no-fly list, then you
realize the no-fly list is basically any-
body this administration says needs to
be harassed or looked at further.

As I was leaving London a year ago
after speaking to some groups in Lon-
don, a man that was head of that little
area of whatever their TSA is there in
the London airport came up and said:
Congressman, I know who you are and
I am really, really sorry, but appar-
ently your Department of Homeland
Security indicates you need to be thor-
oughly searched personally and your
bags. Really sorry.

Anyway, for those people that say no
administration would ever be into po-
litical revenge, you can look at some of
the groups that the IRS went after. In
fact, a huge majority of rank-and-file
Federal workers in Homeland Security
and in the IRS, they would never
dream of doing the kind of things that
Lois Lerner and her hacks did. They
used the power of government to go
after political enemies.

Nobody will ever be able to say spe-
cifically how much it helped President
Obama in 2012 to prevent conservative
groups from getting their tax status
cleared through the IRS. They did pre-
vent a lot of groups from being able to
form. If you don’t have the clearance
from the IRS, then you can’t bring con-
tributions in together to organize and
do like many of the unions do that get
Federal money. These groups were not
going to get Federal money. They were
going to get contributions.

The more we see the abuses within
this administration, the clearer it is.
Whether it was a Democrat or Repub-
lican administration, the last thing
you would ever want to do is tell a
President and administration that you
just list anybody on a list; there is no
requirement as to the specifics as why.
You just put anybody on a list that you
have concerns about, and they will
never be able to buy a gun. You could
keep them from flying if you want to.
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You just list them on the list. You
don’t have to tell Congress. You don’t
have to tell anybody else. Just put peo-
ple you are not happy with on a list
and say you have concerns about them,
and they will never be able to buy a
gun.

Before we go ripping away people’s
constitutional Second Amendment
right or any other right, which should
be a right to get on a plane and fly un-
less you are a threat, we do not need to
have an obscure process where nobody
can identify the specifics that gets you
on the no-fly list or, in this case, as
people are proposing, the no-gun list.
Just let an administration list them.
We have got to do a lot more soul-
searching in America.

As we have seen, there are so many
groups and individuals that were listed
as unindicted, but coconspirators in
the biggest terror financing trial in
American history, the Holy Land
Foundation trial. We found out that a
group that called itself charitable and
got clearance from the IRS and they
don’t really say where their money
comes from, when the FBI drilled down
and found out, saw where it was going,
they were able to prove beyond a rea-
sonable doubt that the five principals
in the Holy Land Foundation trial were
guilty of financing terrorism. There
were many people, many groups listed
as coconspirators.

Some, like this Islamic Society of
North America of which Imam Magid is
past president, ISNA was trying—one
of those groups, CAIR, they wanted
their names off the unindicted list. If
there were no evidence of any ties to
the Holy Land Foundation’s terrorist
funding, then they should have gotten
a judge. The judge would have signed
the order.

Both the district judge and the Fifth
Circuit Federal Court of Appeals
looked at the evidence and said there is
plenty of evidence here to show that
these groups, like the Islamic Society
of North America, principals in these
groups, they are affiliated with—there
is evidence to show they are co-
conspirators with these terrorist fi-
nancing people. So they would not
allow their names to be removed from
the pleadings. They remained in the
pleadings.

Unfortunately, for those of us who
want justice in America, for those who
would destroy our government, Eric
Holder became Attorney General im-
mediately after the conviction by the
Bush administration in very late 2008.
Under his guidance, they never pursued
those people that the Federal district
court and the Court of Appeals said
there is plenty of evidence to support
that these people are part of the terror
financing network. They never pursued
them.

In fact, Imam Magid out at the All
Dulles Area Muslim Society—ADAMS,
they called themselves. The Secretary
of Homeland Security was just out
there last week and applauding their
efforts and thanking Imam Magid as
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