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Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of the 

bill. 
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 

the balance of my time. 
Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I am 

prepared to close. 
Mr. Speaker, to my colleague Mr. 

HUNTER and those who have assisted in 
the drafting of the bill, particularly 
our staff, I want to thank you for mak-
ing all of this possible. 

This bill, which does extend the au-
thorization for the Coast Guard, also 
provides very, very important ele-
ments, most of which you have heard 
here today. I would urge its passing. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Rank-
ing Member GARAMENDI and all the 
staff who worked so hard on this, and, 
again, the ranking member of the full 
committee, Mr. DEFAZIO, and Chair-
man SHUSTER for their help, leadership, 
and support on this. 

Explanation of Sec. 310. Atlantic Coast Port 
Access Route Study. This section would re-
quire the Coast Guard to complete its on- 
going Atlantic Coast Port Access Route Study 
(PARS) by April 2016. This provision was in-
cluded in H.R. 1987 because the House was 
concerned about the impacts on navigation 
safety from the construction of certain offshore 
renewable energy projects. The Study will as-
sist the federal government, as well as stake-
holders, to understand potential impacts and 
whether the siting of these projects could pose 
hazards to safe navigation, especially projects 
built in or near vessel traffic routes. 

The Coast Guard’s Atlantic Coast PARS 
working group has developed standards and a 
methodology for assessing potential impacts 
on navigation safety including high, medium 
and low or minimal impacts. The purpose of 
the study and the reason for developing stand-
ards and methodologies is to assist in future 
determinations of waterway suitability for pro-
posed development projects. 

When the Atlantic Coast PARS began, it ex-
cluded the waters in and around Nantucket 
Sound. These waters are heavily traveled by 
commercial vessels, fishing and recreational 
vessels as well as passenger and freight fer-
ries. Because of increased vessel traffic and 
the potential impacts to navigation from any 
future development, this section would direct 
the Coast Guard to complete a separate port 
access route study of Nantucket Sound using 
the new standards and methodologies devel-
oped by the Coast Guard’s working group. 
The Atlantic Coast PARS will help the Coast 
Guard determine whether they should revise 
current regulations to improve navigation safe-
ty by establishing safety fairways, traffic sepa-
ration zones or new vessel routing. The Nan-
tucket Sound PARS is intended to guide deci-
sion-makers to ensure that any future develop-
ment in Nantucket Sound will have minimal 
impact and low risk to navigational safety. This 
section would require the completion of the 
Nantucket Sound PARS by December 

I urge the passage of H.R. 4188. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 

the gentleman from California (Mr. 
HUNTER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4188. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 3094 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I am a co-
sponsor of H.R. 3094, and I ask unani-
mous consent that my name be with-
drawn as a cosponsor of H.R. 3094. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY CBRNE DEFENSE ACT OF 
2015 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3875) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to establish within 
the Department of Homeland Security 
a Chemical, Biological, Radiological, 
Nuclear, and Explosives Office, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3875 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Department of Homeland Security 
CBRNE Defense Act of 2015’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; Table of contents. 
Sec. 2. CBRNE Office. 
Sec. 3. Chemical Division. 
Sec. 4. Biological Division. 
Sec. 5. Nuclear Division. 
Sec. 6. Explosives Division. 
Sec. 7. Savings provisions. 
Sec. 8. Clerical amendments. 
SEC. 2. CBRNE OFFICE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 is amended by adding at the end 
the following new title: 

‘‘TITLE XXII—CBRNE OFFICE 
‘‘Subtitle A—Chemical, Biological, 

Radiological, Nuclear, and Explosives Office 
‘‘SEC. 2201. CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, RADIO-

LOGICAL, NUCLEAR, AND EXPLO-
SIVES OFFICE. 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Department a Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, Nuclear, and Explosives Office 
(referred to in this title as the ‘CBRNE Of-
fice’). The CBRNE Office shall be comprised 
of the Chemical Division, the Biological Di-
vision, the Nuclear Division, and the Explo-
sives Division. The CBRNE Office may in-
clude a Health Division. 

‘‘(b) MISSION OF OFFICE.—The mission of 
the CBRNE Office is to coordinate, strength-
en, and provide chemical, biological, radio-
logical, nuclear, and explosives (CBRNE) ca-
pabilities in support of homeland security. 

‘‘(c) ASSISTANT SECRETARY.—The Office 
shall be headed by an Assistant Secretary for 
the Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nu-

clear, and Explosives Office (referred to in 
this title as the ‘Assistant Secretary’), who 
shall be appointed by the President by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

‘‘(d) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Assistant Sec-
retary shall— 

‘‘(1) develop, coordinate, and maintain 
overall CBRNE strategy and policy for the 
Department; 

‘‘(2) develop, coordinate, and maintain for 
the Department periodic CBRNE risk assess-
ments; 

‘‘(3) serve as the primary Department rep-
resentative for coordinating CBRNE activi-
ties with other Federal departments and 
agencies; 

‘‘(4) provide oversight for the Department’s 
preparedness for CBRNE threats; 

‘‘(5) provide support for operations during 
CBRNE threats or incidents; and 

‘‘(6) carry out such other responsibilities 
as the Secretary determines appropriate, 
consistent with this title. 

‘‘(e) OTHER OFFICERS.—The Director of the 
Chemical Division, the Director of the Bio-
logical Division, the Director of the Nuclear 
Division, and the Director of the Explosives 
Division shall report directly to the Assist-
ant Secretary. 

‘‘SEC. 2202. COMPOSITION OF THE CBRNE OF-
FICE. 

‘‘The Secretary shall transfer to the 
CBRNE Office, the functions, personnel, 
budget authority, and assets of the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(1) The Office of Health Affairs as in ex-
istence on the day before the date of the en-
actment of this title, including the Chief 
Medical Officer authorized under section 516, 
and the National Biosurveillance Integration 
Center authorized under section 316. 

‘‘(2) The Domestic Nuclear Detection Of-
fice authorized under title XIX, as in exist-
ence on the date before the date of the enact-
ment of this title (and redesignated as the 
Nuclear Division). 

‘‘(3) CBRNE threat awareness and risk as-
sessment activities of the Science and Tech-
nology Directorate. 

‘‘(4) The CBRNE functions of the Office of 
Policy and the Office of Operations Coordi-
nation. 

‘‘(5) The Office for Bombing Prevention of 
the National Protection and Programs Direc-
torate, as in existence on the day before the 
date of the enactment of this title. 

‘‘SEC. 2203. HIRING AUTHORITY. 

‘‘In hiring personnel for the CBRNE Office, 
the Secretary shall have the hiring and man-
agement authorities provided in section 1101 
of the Strom Thurmond National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999 (5 
U.S.C. 3104 note; Public Law 105–261), except 
that the term of appointments for employees 
under subsection (c)(1) of such section may 
not exceed five years before granting any ex-
tension under subsection (c)(2) of such sec-
tion. 

‘‘SEC. 2204. GRANTS, COOPERATIVE AGREE-
MENTS, AND OTHER TRANSACTIONS 
AND CONTRACTS. 

‘‘The Assistant Secretary, in carrying out 
the responsibilities under this title, may dis-
tribute funds through grants, cooperative 
agreements, and other transactions and con-
tracts. 

‘‘SEC. 2205. TERRORISM RISK ASSESSMENTS. 

‘‘(a) TERRORISM RISK ASSESSMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Assistant Secretary 

shall, in coordination with relevant Depart-
ment components and other appropriate Fed-
eral departments and agencies, develop, co-
ordinate, and update periodically terrorism 
risk assessments of chemical, biological, ra-
diological, and nuclear threats. 
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‘‘(2) COMPARISON.—The Assistant Secretary 

shall develop, coordinate, and update peri-
odically an integrated terrorism risk assess-
ment that assesses all of the threats referred 
to in paragraph (1) and, as appropriate, ex-
plosives threats, and compares each such 
threat against one another according to 
their relative risk. 

‘‘(3) INCLUSION IN ASSESSMENT.—Each ter-
rorism risk assessment under this subsection 
shall include a description of the method-
ology used for each such assessment. 

‘‘(4) UPDATES.—Each terrorism risk assess-
ment under this subsection shall be updated 
not less often than once every two years. 

‘‘(5) PROVISION TO CONGRESS.—The Assist-
ant Secretary shall provide a copy of each 
risk assessment under this subsection to the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate not later than 30 days 
after completion of each such assessment. 

‘‘(b) METHODOLOGY.—In developing the ter-
rorism risk assessments under subsection 
(a), the Assistant Secretary, in consultation 
with appropriate Federal departments and 
agencies, shall— 

‘‘(1) assess the proposed methodology to be 
used for such assessments; and 

‘‘(2) consider the evolving threat to the 
United States as indicated by the intel-
ligence community (as such term is defined 
in section 3(4) of the National Security Act 
of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003(4))). 

‘‘(c) USAGE.—The terrorism risk assess-
ments required under subsection (a) shall be 
used to inform and guide allocation of re-
sources for chemical, biological, radio-
logical, and nuclear threat activities of the 
Department. 

‘‘(d) INPUT AND SHARING.—The Assistant 
Secretary shall, for each terrorism risk as-
sessment under subsection (a)— 

‘‘(1) seek input from national stakeholders 
and other Federal, State, local, tribal, and 
territorial officials involved in efforts to 
counter chemical, biological, radiological, 
and nuclear threats; 

‘‘(2) ensure that written procedures are in 
place to guide the development of such as-
sessments, including for input, review, and 
implementation purposes, among relevant 
Federal partners; 

‘‘(3) share such assessments with Federal, 
State, local, tribal, and territorial officials 
with appropriate security clearances and a 
need for the information in the classified 
versions of such assessments; and 

‘‘(4) to the maximum extent practicable, 
make available an unclassified version of 
such assessments for Federal, State, local, 
tribal, and territorial officials involved in 
prevention and preparedness for chemical, 
biological, radiological, and nuclear events. 

‘‘SEC. 2206. CBRNE COMMUNICATIONS AND PUB-
LIC MESSAGING. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in co-
ordination with the Assistant Secretary, 
shall develop an overarching risk commu-
nication strategy for terrorist attacks and 
other high consequence events utilizing 
chemical, biological, radiological, or nuclear 
agents or explosives that pose a high risk to 
homeland security, and shall— 

‘‘(1) develop threat-specific risk commu-
nication plans, in coordination with appro-
priate Federal departments and agencies; 

‘‘(2) develop risk communication messages, 
including pre-scripted messaging to the ex-
tent practicable; 

‘‘(3) develop clearly defined interagency 
processes and protocols to assure coordi-
nated risk and incident communications and 
information sharing during incident re-
sponse; 

‘‘(4) engage private and nongovernmental 
entities in communications planning, as ap-
propriate; 

‘‘(5) identify ways to educate and engage 
the public about CBRNE threats and con-
sequences; 

‘‘(6) develop strategies for communicating 
using social and new media; and 

‘‘(7) provide guidance on risk and incident 
communications for CBRNE events to State, 
local, tribal, and territorial governments, 
and other stakeholders, as appropriate. 

‘‘(b) COMMUNICATION DURING RESPONSE.— 
The Secretary shall provide appropriate 
timely, accurate information to the public, 
governmental partners, the private sector, 
and other appropriate stakeholders in the 
event of a suspected or confirmed terrorist 
attack or other high consequence event uti-
lizing chemical, biological, radiological, or 
nuclear agents or explosives that pose a high 
risk to homeland security. 

‘‘(c) REPORTS.— 
‘‘(1) DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS.—Not later 

than 120 days after the date of the enactment 
of this title, the Secretary shall submit to 
the Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate a report on current and 
future efforts of the Department to develop 
the communication strategy required under 
subsection (a). 

‘‘(2) FINALIZATION.—Not later than two 
years after the date the report required 
under paragraph (1) is submitted, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate the communication strategy re-
quired under subsection (a). 
‘‘SEC. 2207. CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, RADIO-

LOGICAL, NUCLEAR, AND EXPLO-
SIVES INTELLIGENCE AND INFOR-
MATION SHARING. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary of 
Intelligence and Analysis of the Department 
shall— 

‘‘(1) support homeland security-focused in-
telligence analysis of terrorist actors, their 
claims, and their plans to conduct attacks 
involving chemical, biological, radiological, 
or nuclear materials or explosives against 
the United States; 

‘‘(2) support homeland security-focused in-
telligence analysis of global infectious dis-
eases, public health, food, agricultural, and 
veterinary issues; 

‘‘(3) support homeland security-focused 
risk analysis and risk assessments of the 
homeland security hazards described in para-
graphs (1) and (2) by providing relevant quan-
titative and nonquantitative threat informa-
tion; 

‘‘(4) leverage existing and emerging home-
land security intelligence capabilities and 
structures to enhance prevention, protec-
tion, response, and recovery efforts with re-
spect to a chemical, biological, radiological, 
nuclear, or explosives attack; 

‘‘(5) share appropriate information regard-
ing such threats to appropriate State, local, 
tribal, and territorial authorities, as well as 
other national biosecurity and biodefense 
stakeholders; and 

‘‘(6) perform other responsibilities, as as-
signed by the Secretary. 

‘‘(b) COORDINATION.—Where appropriate, 
the Under Secretary of Intelligence and 
Analysis shall coordinate with the heads of 
other relevant Department components, in-
cluding the Assistant Secretary, members of 
the intelligence community, including the 
National Counter Proliferation Center and 
the National Counterterrorism Center, and 
other Federal, State, local, tribal, and terri-
torial authorities, including officials from 

high-threat areas, to enable such entities to 
provide recommendations on optimal infor-
mation sharing mechanisms, including expe-
ditious sharing of classified information, and 
on how such entities can provide information 
to the Department. 

‘‘(c) REPORT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion and annually thereafter for five years, 
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee 
on Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate a report on— 

‘‘(A) the intelligence and information shar-
ing activities under subsections (a) and (b) 
and of all relevant entities within the De-
partment to prevent, protect against, pre-
pare for, respond to, mitigate, and recover 
from terrorist attacks and other high con-
sequence events utilizing chemical, biologi-
cal, radiological, or nuclear agents or explo-
sives that pose a high risk to homeland secu-
rity; and 

‘‘(B) the Department’s activities in accord-
ance with relevant intelligence strategies. 

‘‘(2) ASSESSMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION.— 
Each report required under paragraph (1) 
shall also include— 

‘‘(A) a description of methods established 
to assess progress of the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis in implementing this 
section; and 

‘‘(B) such assessment of such progress. 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term 

‘intelligence community’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 3(4) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003(4)). 

‘‘(2) NATIONAL BIOSECURITY AND BIODEFENSE 
STAKEHOLDERS.—The term ‘national biosecu-
rity and biodefense stakeholders’ means offi-
cials from Federal, State, local, tribal, and 
territorial authorities and individuals from 
the private sector who are involved in efforts 
to prevent, protect against, prepare for, re-
spond to, mitigate, and recover from a bio-
logical attack or other phenomena that may 
have serious health consequences for the 
United States, including infectious disease 
outbreaks.’’. 

(b) AFTER ACTION AND EFFICIENCIES RE-
VIEW.—Not later than one year after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security, acting through the 
Assistant Secretary for the Chemical, Bio-
logical, Radiological, Nuclear, and Explo-
sives Office of the Department of Homeland 
Security (established pursuant to section 
2201 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, as 
added by subsection (a) of this section), shall 
submit to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate a report 
that— 

(1) reviews the functions and responsibil-
ities of the Chemical, Biological, Radio-
logical, Nuclear, and Explosives Office of the 
Department (established pursuant to section 
2201 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, as 
added by subsection (a) of this section) to 
identify and eliminate areas of unnecessary 
duplication; 

(2) provides a detailed accounting of the 
management and administrative expendi-
tures and activities of the Office, including 
expenditures related to the establishment of 
the CBRNE Office, such as expenditures asso-
ciated with the utilization of the Secretary’s 
authority to award retention bonuses pursu-
ant to Federal law; 

(3) identifies any potential cost savings 
and efficiencies within the CBRNE Office or 
its divisions; and 
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(4) identifies opportunities to enhance the 

effectiveness of the management and admin-
istration of the CBRNE Office to improve 
operational impact and enhance efficiencies. 

(c) CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, RADIOLOGICAL, 
NUCLEAR AND EXPLOSIVES RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall assess the organizational 
structure of the management and execution 
of the Department of Homeland Security’s 
chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, 
and explosives research and development ac-
tivities, and shall develop and submit to the 
Committee on Homeland Security, the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology, 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs and the Committee on Appropriations 
of the Senate at the time the President sub-
mits the budget under section 1105 of title 31, 
United States Code, for the fiscal year that 
follows the issuance of the Comptroller Gen-
eral review required pursuant to subsection 
(d) a proposed organizational structure for 
the management and execution of such 
chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, 
and explosives research and development ac-
tivities. 

(2) ORGANIZATIONAL JUSTIFICATION.—The 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall in-
clude in the assessment required under para-
graph (1) a thorough justification and ration-
alization for the proposed organizational 
structure for management and execution of 
chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, 
and explosives research and development ac-
tivities, including the following: 

(A) A discussion of the methodology for de-
termining such proposed organizational 
structure. 

(B) A comprehensive inventory of chem-
ical, biological, radiological, nuclear, and ex-
plosives research and development activities 
of the Department of Homeland Security and 
where each such activity will be located 
within or outside such proposed organiza-
tional structure. 

(C) Information relating to how such pro-
posed organizational structure will facilitate 
and promote coordination and requirements 
generation with customers. 

(D) Information relating to how such pro-
posed organizational structure will support 
the development of chemical, biological, ra-
diological, nuclear, and explosives research 
and development priorities across the De-
partment. 

(E) If the chemical, biological, radio-
logical, nuclear, and explosives research and 
development activities of the Department 
are not co-located in such proposed organiza-
tional structure, a justification for such sep-
aration. 

(F) The strategy for coordination between 
the Under Secretary for Science and Tech-
nology and the Assistant Secretary for the 
Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, 
and Explosives Office on chemical, biologi-
cal, radiological, nuclear, and explosives re-
search and development activities. 

(G) Recommendations for necessary statu-
tory changes. 

(3) LIMITATION ON ACTION.—The Secretary 
of Homeland Security may not take any ac-
tion to reorganize the structure referred to 
in paragraph (1) unless the Secretary re-
ceives prior authorization from the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate permitting any 
such action. 

(d) GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE 
REVIEW OF CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, RADIO-

LOGICAL, NUCLEAR, AND EXPLOSIVES RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General 
of the United States shall conduct a review 
of the organizational structure of the De-
partment of Homeland Security’s manage-
ment and execution of chemical, biological, 
radiological, nuclear, and explosives re-
search and development activities. 

(2) SCOPE.—The review required under 
paragraph (1) shall include the following: 

(A) An assessment of the organizational 
structure for the management and execution 
of chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, 
and explosives research and development ac-
tivities of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, including identification of any over-
lap or duplication of effort. 

(B) Recommendations to streamline and 
improve the organizational structure of the 
Department’s management and execution of 
chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, 
and explosives research and development ac-
tivities. 

(3) REPORT.—Not later than two years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Comptroller General shall submit to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate a report 
on the review required under this subsection. 

(e) DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ANA-
LYZED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY TO STATE, LOCAL, TRIBAL, AND PRI-
VATE ENTITIES WITH RESPONSIBILITIES RELAT-
ING TO HOMELAND SECURITY.—Paragraph (8) 
of section 201(d) of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 121(d)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘and to agencies of State’’ and all 
that follows through the period at the end 
and inserting ‘‘to State, local, tribal, terri-
torial, and appropriate private entities with 
such responsibilities, and, as appropriate, to 
the public, in order to assist in preventing, 
protecting against, preparing for, responding 
to, mitigating, and recovering from terrorist 
attacks against the United States.’’. 

(f) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—The Homeland Security Act of 2002 
is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2) of section 103(a) (6 
U.S.C. 113(a)), by striking ‘‘Assistant Sec-
retary for Health Affairs, the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislative Affairs, or the Assist-
ant Secretary for Public Affairs,’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘Assistant Secretary for Legislative Af-
fairs or the Assistant Secretary for Public 
Affairs,’’; 

(2) in section 302 (6 U.S.C. 182)— 
(A) by redesignating paragraphs (13) and 

(14) as paragraphs (14) and (15), respectively; 
and 

(B) by inserting after paragraph (12) the 
following new paragraph: 

‘‘(13) collaborating with the Assistant Sec-
retary for the Chemical, Biological, Radio-
logical, Nuclear, and Explosives Office on all 
chemical, biological, and explosives research 
and development activities;’’; 

(3) in subsection (b) of section 307 (6 U.S.C. 
187), by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(8) CBRNE DEFENSE.—The Director shall 
coordinate with the Assistant Secretary for 
the Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nu-
clear, and Explosives Office on all chemical, 
biological, and explosives research and devel-
opment activities.’’; and 

(4) in subsection (c) of section 516 (6 U.S.C. 
321e)— 

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 
by inserting ‘‘, including the health impacts 
of chemical, biological, radiological, and nu-
clear agents and explosives’’ after ‘‘natural 
disasters’’; 

(B) by amending paragraph (2) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(2) coordinating the Department’s policy, 
strategy, and preparedness for pandemics 
and emerging infectious diseases;’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘Under 
Secretary for Science and Technology’’ and 
inserting ‘‘Assistant Secretary for the Chem-
ical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and 
Explosives Office’’. 

SEC. 3. CHEMICAL DIVISION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title XXII of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, as added by section 
2 of this Act, is amended by adding at the 
end the following new subtitle: 

‘‘Subtitle B—Chemical Division 

‘‘SEC. 2211. CHEMICAL DIVISION. 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the CBRNE Office a Chemical Division, 
headed by a Director of the Chemical Divi-
sion (in this subtitle referred to as the ‘Di-
rector’). 

‘‘(b) MISSION AND RESPONSIBILITIES.—The 
Director shall be responsible for coordi-
nating departmental strategy and policy re-
lating to terrorist attacks and other high- 
consequence events utilizing chemical 
agents that pose a high risk to homeland se-
curity, including the following: 

‘‘(1) Developing and maintaining the De-
partment’s strategy against chemical 
threats. 

‘‘(2) Serving as the Department representa-
tive for chemical threats and related activi-
ties with other Federal departments and 
agencies. 

‘‘(3) Providing oversight of the Depart-
ment’s preparedness, including operational 
requirements, for chemical threats. 

‘‘(4) Enhancing the capabilities of Federal, 
State, local, tribal, and territorial govern-
ments, and private entities as appropriate, 
against chemical threats. 

‘‘(5) Evaluating and providing guidance to 
Federal, State, local, tribal, and territorial 
governments, and private entities as appro-
priate, on detection and communication 
technology that could be effective in ter-
rorist attacks and other high-consequence 
events utilizing chemical agents. 

‘‘(6) Supporting and enhancing the effec-
tive sharing and use of appropriate informa-
tion generated by the intelligence commu-
nity (as such term is defined in section 3(4) 
of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 
U.S.C. 3003(4))), law enforcement agencies, 
other Federal, State, local tribal, and terri-
torial governments, and foreign govern-
ments, on chemical threats. 

‘‘SEC. 2212. DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director may, sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations for 
such purpose, partner with high-risk urban 
areas or facilities to conduct demonstration 
projects to enhance, through Federal, State, 
local, tribal, and territorial governments, 
and private entities, capabilities of the 
United States to counter terrorist attacks 
and other high-consequence events utilizing 
chemical agents that pose a high risk to 
homeland security. 

‘‘(b) GOALS.—The Director may provide 
guidance and evaluations for all situations 
and venues at risk of terrorist attacks and 
other high-consequence events utilizing 
chemical agents, such as at ports, areas of 
mass gathering, and transit facilities, and 
may— 

‘‘(1) ensure all high-risk situations and 
venues are studied; and 

‘‘(2) ensure key findings and best practices 
are made available to State, local, tribal, 
and territorial governments and the private 
sector. 
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‘‘(c) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.—The Di-

rector shall notify the Committee on Home-
land Security of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs of the Senate 
not later than 30 days before initiating a new 
demonstration project.’’. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to the Committee on Homeland 
Security of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate an as-
sessment of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity’s programs and activities related to 
terrorist attacks and other high-consequence 
events utilizing chemical agents that pose a 
high risk to homeland security. 
SEC. 4. BIOLOGICAL DIVISION. 

Title XXII of the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002, as added by section 2 of this Act and 
as amended by section 3 of this Act, is fur-
ther amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subtitle: 

‘‘Subtitle C—Biological Division 
‘‘SEC. 2221. BIOLOGICAL DIVISION. 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the CBRNE Office a Biological Division, 
headed by a Director of the Biological Divi-
sion (in this subtitle referred to as the ‘Di-
rector’). 

‘‘(b) MISSION AND RESPONSIBILITIES.—The 
Office shall be responsible for coordinating 
departmental strategy and policy relating to 
terrorist attacks and other high-consequence 
events utilizing biological agents that pose a 
high risk to homeland security, including 
the following: 

‘‘(1) Developing and maintaining the De-
partment’s strategy against biological 
threats. 

‘‘(2) Serving as the Department representa-
tive for biological threats and related activi-
ties with other Federal departments and 
agencies. 

‘‘(3) Providing oversight for the Depart-
ment’s preparedness, including operational 
requirements, for biological threats. 

‘‘(4) Enhancing the capabilities of Federal, 
State, local, tribal, and territorial govern-
ments, and private entities as appropriate, 
against biological threats. 

‘‘(5) Supporting and enhancing the effec-
tive sharing and use of appropriate informa-
tion generated by the intelligence commu-
nity (as such term is defined in section 3(4) 
of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 
U.S.C. 3003(4))), law enforcement agencies, 
other Federal, State, local, tribal, and terri-
torial governments, and foreign govern-
ments, on biological threats. 

‘‘(6) Achieving a biological detection pro-
gram. 

‘‘(7) Maintaining the National Biosurveil-
lance Integration Center, authorized under 
section 316.’’. 
SEC. 5. NUCLEAR DIVISION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title XXII of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, as added by section 
2 of this Act and as amended by sections 3 
and 4 of this Act, is further amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subtitle: 

‘‘Subtitle D—Nuclear Division 
‘‘SEC. 2231. NUCLEAR DIVISION. 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 
include within the CBRNE Office the Nuclear 
Division under title XIX, headed by the Di-
rector of the Nuclear Division (in this sub-
title referred to as the ‘Director’) pursuant 
to section 1901. 

‘‘(b) MISSION AND RESPONSIBILITIES.—In ad-
dition to the responsibilities specified in 
title XIX, the Director shall also be respon-
sible for coordinating departmental strategy 
and policy relating to terrorist attacks and 

other high-consequence events utilizing nu-
clear or other radiological materials, and for 
coordinating Federal efforts to detect and 
protect against the unauthorized importa-
tion, possession, storage, transportation, de-
velopment, or use of a nuclear explosive de-
vice, fissile material, or radiological mate-
rial in the United States, and to protect 
against an attack using such devices or ma-
terials against the people, territory, or inter-
ests of the United States, in accordance with 
title XIX.’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Title XIX of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 is amended— 

(1) in the title heading, by striking ‘‘DO-
MESTIC NUCLEAR DETECTION OFFICE’’ 
and inserting ‘‘NUCLEAR DIVISION’’; 

(2) in section 1901 (6 U.S.C. 591)— 
(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘DOMESTIC 

NUCLEAR DETECTION OFFICE’’ and inserting 
‘‘NUCLEAR DIVISION’’; 

(B) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘There 
shall be established in the Department a Do-
mestic Nuclear Detection Office’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘There is in the Department a Nuclear 
Division, located in the CBRNE Office’’; and 

(C) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘Director 
for Domestic Nuclear Detection, who shall be 
appointed by the President’’ and inserting 
‘‘Director of the Nuclear Division’’; 

(3) in subsection (a) of section 1902 (6 U.S.C. 
592)— 

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)— 
(i) by inserting after ‘‘responsible for’’ the 

following: ‘‘coordinating departmental strat-
egy and policy relating to terrorist attacks 
and other high-consequence events utilizing 
nuclear or other radiological materials, and 
for’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘to protect’’ and inserting 
‘‘protecting’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (11), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Do-
mestic Nuclear Detection Office’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘Nuclear Division’’; 

(4) by repealing section 1903 (6 U.S.C. 593); 
(5) in section 1906 (6 U.S.C. 596)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘Domestic Nuclear Detec-

tion’’ and inserting ‘‘the Nuclear Division’’; 
and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘paragraphs (6) and (7) of’’; 
and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘para-
graphs (6) and (7) of’’; 

(6) in section 1907 (6 U.S.C. 596a)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Annual’’ each place it ap-

pears and inserting ‘‘Biennial’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘each year’’ each place it 

appears and inserting ‘‘every two years’’; 
(C) by striking ‘‘previous year’’ each place 

it appears and inserting ‘‘previous two 
years’’; 

(D) in the heading of subsection (a), by 
striking ‘‘ANNUAL’’ and inserting ‘‘BIEN-
NIAL’’; and 

(E) subsection (b)— 
(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘ANNUAL’’ 

and inserting ‘‘BIENNIAL’’; 
(ii) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘odd- 

numbered’’ after ‘‘each’’; and 
(iii) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘annual’’ 

and inserting ‘‘biennial’’; and 
(7) by adding at the end the following new 

section: 
‘‘SEC. 1908. DOMESTIC IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

GLOBAL NUCLEAR DETECTION AR-
CHITECTURE. 

‘‘In carrying out the mission of the Office 
under subparagraph (A) of section 1902(a)(4), 
the Director of the Nuclear Division shall 
provide support for planning, organization, 
equipment, training, exercises, and oper-
ational assessments to Federal, State, local, 
tribal, and territorial governments to assist 
such governments in implementing radio-
logical and nuclear detection capabilities in 

the event of terrorist attacks or other high- 
consequence events utilizing nuclear or 
other radiological materials that pose a high 
risk to homeland security. Such capabilities 
shall be integrated into the enhanced global 
nuclear detection architecture referred to in 
such section 1902(a)(4), and shall inform and 
be guided by architecture studies, tech-
nology needs, and research activities of the 
Office.’’. 

(c) REFERENCE.—Any reference in any law, 
regulation, or rule to the Domestic Nuclear 
Detection Office or the Director for Domes-
tic Nuclear Detection of the Department of 
Homeland Security shall be deemed to be a 
reference to the Nuclear Division or the Di-
rector of the Nuclear Division, respectively, 
of the Department. 
SEC. 6. EXPLOSIVES DIVISION. 

Title XXII of the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002, as added by section 2 of this Act and 
as amended by sections 3, 4, and 5 of this Act, 
is further amended by adding at the end the 
following new subtitle: 

‘‘Subtitle E—Explosives Division 
‘‘SEC. 2241. EXPLOSIVES DIVISION. 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
within the CBRNE Office an Explosives Divi-
sion, headed by a Director of the Explosives 
Division (in this subtitle referred to as the 
‘Director’). 

‘‘(b) MISSION AND RESPONSIBILITIES.—The 
Director shall be responsible for coordi-
nating departmental strategy and policy re-
lating to terrorist attacks and other high- 
consequence events utilizing explosives that 
pose a high risk to homeland security, in-
cluding the following: 

‘‘(1) Developing and maintaining the De-
partment’s strategy against explosives 
threats. 

‘‘(2) Serving as the Department representa-
tive for explosives threats and related activi-
ties with other Federal departments and 
agencies. 

‘‘(3) Providing oversight of the Depart-
ment’s preparedness, including operational 
requirements, for explosives threats. 

‘‘(4) Enhancing the capabilities of Federal, 
State, local, tribal, and territorial govern-
ments, and private entities as appropriate, 
to counter terrorist attacks and other high- 
consequence events utilizing explosives. 

‘‘(5) Evaluating and providing guidance to 
Federal, State, local, tribal, and territorial 
governments and appropriate private enti-
ties on detection and communication tech-
nology that could be effective during ter-
rorist attacks or other high-consequence 
events utilizing explosives. 

‘‘(6) Supporting and enhancing the effec-
tive sharing and use of appropriate informa-
tion generated by the intelligence commu-
nity (as such term is defined in section 3(4) 
of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 
U.S.C. 3003(4))), law enforcement agencies, 
other Federal, State, local, tribal, and terri-
torial government agencies, and foreign gov-
ernments, on explosives threats.’’. 
SEC. 7. SAVINGS PROVISIONS. 

Nothing in this Act shall change the au-
thority of the Administrator of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency to lead the 
emergency management system of the 
United States. Nothing in this Act shall 
alter the responsibility of the Chief Medical 
Officer of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to serve as the principal advisor to the 
Secretary of Homeland Security and the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency on medical and public 
health issues pursuant to paragraph (1) of 
section 516(c) of the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 321e(c)). 
SEC. 8. CLERICAL AMENDMENTS. 

The table of contents in section 1(b) of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 is amended— 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:04 Dec 11, 2015 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A10DE7.011 H10DEPT1em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9246 December 10, 2015 
(1) by striking the item relating to title 

XIX and inserting the following new item: 
‘‘TITLE XIX—NUCLEAR DIVISION’’; 

(2) by striking the item relating to section 
1901 and inserting the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 1901. Nuclear Division.’’; 

(3) by striking the item relating to section 
1903; 

(4) by adding after the item relating to sec-
tion 1907 the following new item: 
‘‘Sec. 1908. Domestic Implementation of the 

global nuclear detection archi-
tecture.’’; and 

(5) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘TITLE XXII—CBRNE OFFICE 

‘‘Subtitle A—Chemical, Biological, 
Radiological, Nuclear, and Explosives Office 
‘‘Sec. 2201. Chemical, Biological, Radio-

logical, Nuclear, and Explosives 
Office. 

‘‘Sec. 2202. Composition of the CBRNE Of-
fice. 

‘‘Sec. 2203. Hiring authority. 
‘‘Sec. 2204. Grants, cooperative agreements, 

and other transactions and con-
tracts. 

‘‘Sec. 2205. Terrorism risk assessments. 
‘‘Sec. 2206. CBRNE communications and 

public messaging. 
‘‘Sec. 2207. Chemical, biological, radio-

logical, nuclear, and explosives 
intelligence and information 
sharing.’’. 

‘‘Subtitle B—Chemical Division 
‘‘Sec. 2211. Chemical Division. 
‘‘Sec. 2212. Demonstration projects.’’. 

‘‘Subtitle C—Biological Division 
‘‘Sec. 2221. Biological Division.’’. 

‘‘Subtitle D—Nuclear Division 
‘‘Sec. 2231. Nuclear Division.’’. 

‘‘Subtitle E—Explosives Division 
‘‘Sec. 2241. Explosives Division.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. MCCAUL) and the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the 
bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 

of this bill, the Department of Home-
land Security CBRNE Defense Act of 
2015. 

The threat from weapons of mass de-
struction is real and growing. We have 
seen groups like ISIS make makeshift 
chemical weapons; and on the battle-
field last summer, a laptop reportedly 
retrieved from an ISIS hideout in Syria 
contained plans for weaponizing bu-
bonic plague and documents discussing 
advantages of using biological weap-
ons. They have also boasted about 
plans to smuggle radiological material 
into the United States. With recent 
FBI stings in places like Moldova, we 
know that there are sellers ready to 
supply the ingredients for these tools 

of terror, which brings us to the pur-
pose of this legislation before us today. 

Mr. Speaker, the Department of 
Homeland Security must play a leading 
role in defending our homeland from 
CBRNE threats. Departments and 
agencies across the United States Gov-
ernment have centralized their weap-
ons of mass destruction programs to 
provide clear focal points for dealing 
with this threat. Within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, however, 
leadership, expertise, personnel, and re-
sources related to chemical, biological, 
radiological, nuclear, and explosive 
threats are disbursed across numerous 
organizations within DHS head-
quarters. By consolidating offices with-
in the DHS headquarters with responsi-
bility for CBRNE, H.R. 3875 will ensure 
better coordination within the Depart-
ment and interagency. 

Mr. Speaker, we are living in dan-
gerous times, and we must ensure the 
Federal Government is prepared to ad-
dress these threats. This bill will en-
sure that the Department of Homeland 
Security is able to do so. 

Before I close, I would like to thank 
Chairmen SHUSTER and SMITH for their 
cooperation in moving this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this important legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 8, 2015. 
Hon. MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 

Ford House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: I write con-
cerning H.R. 3875, the ‘‘Department of Home-
land Security CBRNE Defense Act of 2015’’. 
This legislation includes matters that I be-
lieve fall within the rule X jurisdiction of 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

In order to expedite Floor consideration of 
H.R. 3875, the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure agrees to forgo action on 
this bill. However, this is conditional on our 
mutual understanding that forgoing consid-
eration of the bill would not prejudice the 
Committee with respect to the appointment 
of conferees or to any future jurisdictional 
claim over the subject matters contained in 
the bill or similar legislation that fall within 
the Committee’s rule X jurisdiction. 

I request that you please place a copy of 
this letter and your response acknowledging 
our jurisdictional interest into the Congres-
sional Record. 

Sincerely, 
BILL SHUSTER, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, 

Washington, DC, December 8, 2015. 
Hon. BILL SHUSTER, 
Chairman, Transportation and Infrastructure 

Committee, Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN SHUSTER, Thank you for 
your interest in H.R. 3875, the ‘‘Department 
of Homeland Security CBRNE Defense Act of 
2015.’’ I appreciate your cooperation in allow-
ing the bill to move expeditiously under sus-
pension of the House Rules on December 8, 
2015. Because your assertion of jurisdictional 
interest was raised after the report for H.R. 

3875 was filed, the Parliamentarians were not 
able to render an official decision as to any 
jurisdictional claim the Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee may have had. 

I agree that the absence of a decision on 
this bill will not prejudice any claim the 
Transportation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee may have had, or may have with re-
spect to similar measures in the future. 

A copy of this letter will be entered into 
the Congressional Record. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND 
TECHNOLOGY, 

Washington, DC, December 8, 2015. 
Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 

House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing con-

cerning H.R. 3875, the ‘‘Department of Home-
land Security CBRNE Defense Act of 2015,’’ 
which your Committee reported on Novem-
ber 16, 2015. 

H.R. 3875 contains provisions within the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology’s Rule X jurisdiction. As a result of 
your having consulted with the Committee 
and in order to expedite this bill for floor 
consideration, the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology will forego action on 
the bill. This is being done on the basis of 
our mutual understanding that doing so will 
in no way diminish or alter the jurisdiction 
of the Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology with respect to the appointment 
of conferees, or to any future jurisdictional 
claim over the subject matters contained in 
the bill or similar legislation. 

I would appreciate your response to this 
letter confirming this understanding, and 
would request that you include a copy of this 
letter and your response in the Congres-
sional Record during the floor consideration 
of this bill. Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation. 

Sincerely, 
LAMAR SMITH, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, 

Washington, DC, December 8, 2015. 
Hon. LAMAR SMITH, 
Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, and 

Technology, Rayburn House Office Build-
ing, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN SMITH, Thank you for your 
interest in H.R. 3875, the ‘‘Department of 
Homeland Security CBRNE Defense Act of 
2015.’’ I appreciate your cooperation in allow-
ing the bill to move expeditiously under sus-
pension of the House Rules on December 8, 
2015. Because your assertion of jurisdictional 
interest was raised after the report for H.R. 
3875 was filed, the Parliamentarians were not 
able to render an official decision as to any 
jurisdictional claim the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology may have 
had. 

I agree that the absence of a decision on 
this bill will not prejudice any claim the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology may have had, or may have with re-
spect to similar measures in the future. 

A copy of this letter will be entered into 
the Congressional Record. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 

Chairman. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

3875, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity CBRNE Defense Act of 2015. 

Mr. Speaker, we were here 2 days 
ago, and I said that the American peo-
ple are looking for the homeland to be 
safe. As I stand here today in the back-
drop of a recent classified briefing for 
many Members, I again say that the 
issue of homeland security is not a par-
tisan issue. 

I am very grateful to Mr. MCCAUL 
and Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, the 
ranking member, for their bipartisan-
ship and the bipartisanship of this 
committee. Working alongside the 
other jurisdictional committees—that 
includes my other committee, Judici-
ary, that has, as their ranking mem-
ber, Mr. CONYERS, and chairman, Mr. 
GOODLATTE, and many other commit-
tees—our commitment should be to se-
cure the American people. 

So, in this instance, pursuant to the 
fiscal year 2013 Consolidated and Fur-
ther Continuing Appropriations Act, 
the Department of Homeland Security 
was directed to evaluate its activities 
related to preventing and responding to 
threats posed by chemical, biological, 
radiological, nuclear, and explosive, 
CBRNE, weapons and to determine 
whether there were ways to improve 
coordination of those activities. 

Nearly 2 years later, DHS submitted 
its report to Congress and requested 
that certain activities and offices with-
in the Department be consolidated to 
create a center of gravity for the DHS 
CBRNE activities. 

H.R. 3875 seeks to implement much of 
the Department’s proposal. In par-
ticular, the bill would bring the Office 
of Health Affairs, the Domestic Nu-
clear Detection Office, the Office of 
Bombing Prevention, the chemical and 
biological risk assessment activities 
Science and Technology Directorate, 
and staff from the Office of Policy and 
Office of Coordination Operations to-
gether in a single office, headed by a 
new assistant secretary. 

I distinctly remember being in some 
of the meetings and hearings that drew 
about some of these coordinated activi-
ties, and I believe the new assistant 
secretary will be a very effective tool 
for making America safer. 

During committee consideration of 
the measure, the committee accepted 
an amendment authored by Ranking 
Member THOMPSON to protect the mis-
sions of the offices brought together 
and prevent some of the disruption 
that could be caused by this kind of re-
organization. 

The amendment acknowledges that 
this reorganization will likely neces-
sitate new expenditures. For instance, 
DHS may need to utilize retention bo-
nuses to retain highly skilled, much- 
sought-after nuclear and biodefense ex-
perts who otherwise would leave DHS 
because of their lowered position and 
reduced prospects for advancement. I 
believe we should do that. 

Ranking Member THOMPSON’s amend-
ment also protects the role of the Chief 

Medical Officer as a leader within the 
Department on public health and med-
ical issues by preserving the CMO’s di-
rect line to the Secretary. 

The amendment allows for the estab-
lishment of a health division within 
the new office which could serve as a 
base of operations for the Chief Med-
ical Officer’s public health activities. 

I might comment very briefly further 
on this. We have found that we live in 
a situation where, whether it is a nat-
ural disaster, but in this instance a ter-
rorist situation that comes about, 
there is certainly major need for co-
ordinated health activities that a per-
son briefed, informed, and trained 
under DHS, with the expertise, can 
give to local entities and States. 

For example, a hospital in my com-
munity, St. Joseph Medical Center, is 
the only hospital in a very intense 
downtown urban center. We would be 
interested in making sure that all of 
those health systems work. 

As a nation, we cannot afford to have 
focus and attention toward the CBRNE 
mission diminished as a result of the 
unavoidable staff upheaval and infight-
ing associated within any organization 
of this order. 

Accordingly, I am pleased that H.R. 
3875, as amended, will help bolster the 
Department’s ability to carry out this 
reorganization without diminishing its 
ability to continue to carry out its 
CBRNE mission. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 3875, the ‘‘Department of Home-
land Security CBRNE Defense Act of 2015.’’ 

As a Senior Member of the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, I served as Ranking Member 
of the Border and Maritime Subcommittee dur-
ing the last Congress and in a previous Con-
gress chaired the Subcommittee on Transpor-
tation Security. 

It is important that the House take up the 
issue of how the WMD programs within the 
Department of Homeland Security are man-
aged, which is why I am an original sponsor 
of the bill. 

Events over the last Congress make it clear 
that Congress should be even more vigilant in 
providing for the protection of the United 
States. 

Congress should be mindful of the: United 
States’ leadership in the effort to forge an en-
forceable and verifiable nuclear agreement 
with Iran; deadliness of chemical weapons 
when they were used during the Syrian con-
flict against unarmed men, women, and chil-
dren; and arrival of Ebola in Dallas, Texas and 
the cases that were treated around the nation. 

The bill authorizes an Office of Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and Explo-
sives (CBRNE) Defense within the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS). 

Departments and agencies across the U.S. 
government have centralized their weapons of 
mass destruction (WMD) defense programs to 
provide clear focal points for dealing with this 
threat. 

However, DHS responsibilities in the chem-
ical, biological, radiological, nuclear, and ex-
plosives areas continue to be spread across 
many offices in the Department with varying 
authorities and functions, affecting strategic di-
rection as well as interdepartmental and inter-
agency coordination. 

This bill will bring DHS into line with the De-
fense Department, State Department, CIA, 
and FBI, which each have a lead office or bu-
reau charged with defending America against 
chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, and 
explosives (CBRNE) threats. 

This is the result of many years of oversight 
by the Committee on Homeland Security on 
the Department’s management of CBRNE ac-
tivities. 

The bill authorizes a CBRNE Office, led by 
a Presidentially-appointed Assistant Secretary. 

The bill directs the Secretary to include with-
in the new CBRNE Office: the Office of Health 
Affairs; the Domestic Nuclear Detection Office; 
risk assessment activities and personnel of the 
Science and Technology Directorate; CBRNE 
activities and personnel of the Office of Policy 
and Operations Coordination and Planning; 
and the Office for Bombing Prevention. 

The bill provides specific responsibilities of 
the Assistant Secretary and needed structure 
for the management of CBRNE activities. 

DHS provided its proposal for consolidation 
of CBRNE activities to the Committee in June. 

The Subcommittees on Emergency Pre-
paredness, Response, and Communications; 
and Cybersecurity, Infrastructure Protection, 
and Security Technologies held a hearing in 
July on the Department’s proposal. 

I urge my colleagues on in the House to join 
me in supporting this important step forward. 

Our work is not yet done, but we are cre-
ating the groundwork for a safer and more re-
silient WMD deterrent, detection, and remedi-
ation federal homeland effort. 

I appreciate the Homeland Security Commit-
tee’s interest in my bill H.R. 85, Terrorism Pre-
vention and Critical Infrastructure Protection 
Act. 

Like Chairman MCCAUL, and Ranking Mem-
ber THOMPSON, I regard securing our nation’s 
critical infrastructure from terrorist threats as a 
top national and homeland security priority. 

I share the understanding regarding how im-
portant it is to draft legislation that addresses 
the cyber threat posed by computer viruses 
and worms designed to destroy or cripple in-
dustrial control systems that sustain critical in-
frastructure is a serious challenge. 

RECOMMENDATION: SUPPORT 
Fixing a Broken Bureaucracy—H.R. 3875 in-

creases transparency and accountability at 
DHS by bringing the Department’s fragmented 
WMD defense programs under one roof and 
putting a lead official in charge. 

Most security agencies (the Defense De-
partment, State Department, CIA, and FBI) 
have a lead office or bureau charged with 
using their resources to defend America 
against chemical, biological, radiological, nu-
clear, and explosives (CBRNE) threats. 

But DHS does not—its WMD defense pro-
grams are scattered across multiple offices, a 
fractured approach that weakens our ability to 
confront these dangers on the frontlines. 

The disorganization creates inefficiency, 
generates confusion about who is in charge at 
DHS, makes interagency collaboration more 
difficult, and drives away top talent. 

The CBRNE Defense Act combines six sep-
arate offices and programs into one central 
CBRNE Office at DHS headquarters, led by a 
senior official who reports directly to the Sec-
retary. 

Elevating a Critical Mission—H.R. 3875 cre-
ates a stronger, unified office equipped to 
keep the nation safe from WMD threats, and 
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it ensures these issues will always stay on the 
Department’s ‘‘front burner.’’ 

America faces persistent risk from terrorists 
and rogue states that want to threaten our 
people with weapons of mass destruction. 

But under the current structure at DHS, im-
portant WMD defense efforts can get lost in 
the bureaucratic noise. 

By consolidating these programs, the legis-
lation will keep WMD challenges on the radar 
of top officials. 

It will also allow DHS to conduct its CBRNE 
activities more strategically and effectively. 

Streamlining Government—H.R. 3875 helps 
prevent taxpayer dollars from being wasted— 
and aims to reduce overlap and duplication 
wherever possible. 

Hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars 
have been spent on failed CBRNE programs 
at DHS that were ill-planned and lacked effec-
tive oversight and management. 

This legislation ensures DHS programs for 
combating WMD threats will be better coordi-
nated and more closely monitored at the high-
est levels of the Department. 

The bill simplifies the Secretary’s ability to 
oversee the Department’s WMD defense ac-
tivities by consolidating standalone offices and 
streamlining the reporting structure. 

I also creates the possibility of long-term 
savings by allowing the merged offices to 
combine their administrative functions. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
more speakers. If the gentlewoman 
from Texas has no further speakers, I 
am prepared to close once the gentle-
woman does. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman very much for his 
leadership. I do not have any further 
speakers, but I would like to close and 
thank the committee as well for con-
sidering a bill that is now being re-
viewed—I want to thank the com-
mittee—H.R. 85, Terrorism Prevention 
and Critical Infrastructure Protection 
Act, which I hope contributes to all of 
our discussions about securing Amer-
ica. 

This bill, Mr. Speaker, in particular, 
H.R. 3875, would consolidate important 
CBRNE activities within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. I am hope-
ful that this reorganization will im-
prove DHS’ ability to carry out its mis-
sion in this space. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, the diversity in 
the terrorist landscape is unprece-
dented. There are actors with aspira-
tions to hit Western targets with dead-
ly conventional weapons. There are 
also actors that are actively seeking to 
secure radiological and other non-
conventional weaponry to exact max-
imum death, destruction, and chaos. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, first established after 9/11, has 
been designated and dictated to by the 
American people to keep them safe. It 
has an important role to play to ad-
dress these threats. It is my great hope 
that this reorganization will help DHS 
take its CBRNE efforts to the next 
level. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, let me first thank my 
colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle, Ms. JACKSON LEE and Mr. THOMP-
SON of Mississippi, for their coordina-
tion on this bill. I think this com-
mittee, probably more than any other 
one, has operated in a very bipartisan 
fashion. I am proud of that, as a chair-
man. I think in matters of national se-
curity, that is how we should operate, 
to reach across the aisle to get good 
things done for the American people to 
make them safer. So let me just say 
thank you for that. 

I don’t have to remind you, Mr. 
Speaker, the threats are real out there. 
We got a classified briefing on San 
Bernardino, the pipe bombs that were 
manufactured. In Dabiq Magazine, 
ISIS’ latest publication, they discuss 
the ease with which to move a nuclear 
device through transnational criminal 
organizations into the Western Hemi-
sphere: through Mexico and across our 
southwest border. That is precisely the 
kind of threat that this bill is designed 
to stop. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
MCCAUL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3875, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1545 

DHS SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
REFORM AND IMPROVEMENT 
ACT OF 2015 

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3578) to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002, to strengthen and 
make improvements to the Directorate 
of Science and Technology of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3578 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘DHS Science 
and Technology Reform and Improvement 
Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN SUPPORT 

OF HOMELAND SECURITY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Title III of the Homeland 

Security Act of 2002 is amended— 
(1) in section 301 (6 U.S.C. 181)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘There’’ and inserting the 

following new subsection: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following new 

subsection: 

‘‘(b) MISSION.—The Directorate of Science 
and Technology shall be the primary re-
search, development, testing, and evaluation 
arm of the Department, responsible for co-
ordinating the research, development, test-
ing, and evaluation of the Department to 
strengthen the security and resiliency of the 
United States. The Directorate shall— 

‘‘(1) develop and deliver knowledge, anal-
yses, and innovative solutions that are re-
sponsive to homeland security capability 
gaps and threats to the homeland identified 
by components and offices of the Depart-
ment, the first responder community, and 
the Homeland Security Enterprise (as such 
term is defined in section 322) and that can 
be integrated into operations of the Depart-
ment; 

‘‘(2) seek innovative, system-based solu-
tions to complex homeland security prob-
lems and threats; and 

‘‘(3) build partnerships and leverage tech-
nology solutions developed by other Federal 
agencies and laboratories, State, local, and 
tribal governments, universities, and the pri-
vate sector.’’; 

(2) in section 302 (6 U.S.C. 182)— 
(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 

by striking ‘‘The Secretary, acting through 
the Under Secretary for Science and Tech-
nology, shall’’ and inserting the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting 
through the Under Secretary for Science and 
Technology, shall carry out the mission de-
scribed in subsection (b) of section 301 and 
shall’’; 

(B) in subsection (a), as so amended by sub-
paragraph (A) of this paragraph— 

(i) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘and serv-
ing as the senior scientific advisor to the 
Secretary’’ before the semicolon at the end; 

(ii) in paragraph (2)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘national’’; 
(II) by striking ‘‘biological,,’’ and inserting 

‘‘biological,’’; and 
(III) by inserting ‘‘that may serve as a 

basis of a national strategy’’ after ‘‘terrorist 
threats’’; 

(iii) in paragraph (3)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘the Under Secretary for In-

telligence and Analysis and the Assistant 
Secretary for Infrastructure Protection’’ and 
inserting ‘‘components and offices of the De-
partment’’; and 

(II) by inserting ‘‘terrorist’’ before 
‘‘threats’’; 

(iv) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘except 
that such responsibility does not extend to 
human health-related research and develop-
ment activities’’ and inserting the following: 
‘‘including coordinating with relevant com-
ponents and offices of the Department appro-
priate to— 

‘‘(A) identify and prioritize technical capa-
bility requirements and create solutions that 
include researchers, the private sector, and 
operational end users, and 

‘‘(B) develop capabilities to address issues 
on research, development, testing, evalua-
tion, technology, and standards for the first 
responder community, 
except that such responsibility does not ex-
tend to the human health-related research 
and development activities;’’. 

(v) in paragraph (5)(A), by striking ‘‘bio-
logical,,’’ and inserting ‘‘biological,’’; 

(vi) by amending paragraph (12) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(12) coordinating and integrating all re-
search, development, demonstration, testing, 
and evaluation activities of the Department, 
including through a centralized Federal 
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