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hardworking volunteers who donate so 
much time because they love their 
hometown and fellow citizens. 

A great example of this generosity is 
seen at Books ’n Friends, a nonprofit 
used bookstore owned by the friends of 
the Alleghany County Library. Since 
2003, volunteers like Alice Keighton, 
Joyce Speas, and many others have do-
nated their time at the bookstore, 
whose profits provide funding for ac-
tivities and necessities at the library. 

This support makes quite a difference 
and helps the library inform and edu-
cate the citizens of Alleghany County. 

My deepest appreciation to all of the 
friends of the library and all the won-
derful volunteers in Alleghany County, 
who do so much to make it such a spe-
cial place to live, work, and visit. 

f 

CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
there has been a great deal of discus-
sion about trade agreements, but there 
is another important piece of legisla-
tion that deals with Customs. This is 
an often obscure element, but it makes 
a huge difference to be able to manage 
the hundreds of billions of dollars of 
products that leave the United States 
and those that are imported. 

The Customs bill represents impor-
tant work by our Ways and Means 
Committee and our colleagues in the 
Senate Finance Committee finally 
reaching conclusion. I am pleased with 
many of the key results. It includes 
items that are not in the headlines, but 
are very important to the people that I 
represent. 

For example, the legislation will help 
our growing outdoor industry by cre-
ating new definitions and tariff classi-
fications for recreational performance 
outerwear. 

It reduces costly taxes on outdoor 
footwear, which both supports the out-
door recreation industry and makes it 
more affordable for people to get out-
side and enjoy our beautiful parks and 
trails. 

It includes the full ENFORCE Act, 
requiring immediate action to inves-
tigate and address trade cheaters and 
take measures to stop those who con-
tinually attempt to circumvent the 
penalties already imposed upon them. 

As our trade agreements become 
more complex, so, too, has trade en-
forcement. We can no longer rely on a 
handful of agencies to effectively pro-
tect our market from tax cheaters. It 
requires a whole government approach, 
and this is why it is critical to see the 
bill permanently establish the Inter-
agency Trade Enforcement Center to 
centralize and enhance trade enforce-
ment efforts. 

It finally puts into law a ban on the 
import of goods made with child and 
forced labor. This will reshape markets 
and provide additional tools to con-

front horrific work conditions around 
the world. 

Very important for me, it will help 
ensure our trade agreements actually 
are enforced. A lack of enforcement is 
a justifiable criticism of people who 
are skeptical of trade agreements, who 
wonder is it worth the paper that it is 
printed on to have labor and environ-
mental protections. 

Well, the greatest obstacle to en-
forcement has been lack of resources. 
Enforcing trade agreements is expen-
sive, time consuming, and highly com-
plex. That is why I fought hard to in-
clude in this legislation elements that 
I have introduced, along with Senator 
MARIA CANTWELL, the Trade STRONG-
ER Act, which creates a trade enforce-
ment and capacity-building fund which 
would not only provide more resources 
for the enforcement of labor and envi-
ronment violations, but helps the fund 
managed by the USTR be accessible 
government-wide, not only for enforce-
ment, but for in-country capacity 
building, helping our current and fu-
ture trading partners implement the 
labor and environmental provisions 
they have committed to. 

This is an important step forward be-
cause, regardless of what one feels 
about a particular trade treaty, I think 
everyone agrees they ought to be en-
forced. 

This Customs bill, in addition to pro-
moting the trade process more effec-
tively and providing relief for some in-
equitable treatment for products so im-
portant to my constituents, establishes 
more resources to make sure our trade 
agreements are, in fact, enforced. 

This has been the result of long and 
arduous negotiations, but done in a 
spirit of cooperation and goodwill. 

I particularly want to thank the ef-
forts of Speaker PAUL RYAN and Ways 
and Means Committee Chair KEVIN 
BRADY, who have worked with me in a 
spirit of cooperation to make sure the 
enforcement provisions are effective. I 
appreciate this. 

I think this will be an achievement 
that we all should support because we 
will all benefit from it. 

f 

E-FREE ACT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to tell the story of Kathryn 
Frederickson of Maryland. Kathryn is 
one of the tens of thousands of women 
that have been harmed by a permanent 
sterilization device, the medical device 
known as Essure. 

Essure was recommended as the opti-
mal birth control solution for Kathryn, 
despite a pre-existing autoimmune con-
dition and a known nickel allergy. 
After the procedure, she felt severe 
pain, extreme bleeding, vomiting, and 
rashes, caused by the nickel-based de-
vice. 

After 3 weeks of pain and discomfort, 
Kathryn paid $7,000 out of pocket to re-

move the device. One coil was found in 
her uterus. She lost 2 months of work 
and of her life. Kat’s health has never 
been the same. 

I rise as a voice for the Essure Sisters 
to tell this Chamber that their stories 
are real, their pain is real, and that 
their fight is real. 

Mr. Speaker, my bill, the E-Free Act, 
can halt this tragedy by removing this 
dangerous device from the market. Too 
many women have been harmed. 

So I urge my colleagues to join this 
fight and to join the bill because sto-
ries like Kathryn’s are too important 
to ignore. 

f 

THE MOST EFFECTIVE DEFENSE 
AGAINST AN ARMED TERRORIST 
IS AN ARMED AMERICAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, ever 
since the terrorist attack in San 
Bernardino, leftist politicians have 
called for more restrictions on gun 
ownership for Americans. These are the 
same politicians who have worked for 
years to open our Nation to unprece-
dented and indiscriminate immigration 
from hotbeds of Islamic extremism. 

The most effective defense against an 
armed terrorist is an armed American. 
If one person in that room in San 
Bernardino had been able to return 
fire, many innocent lives would have 
been saved. But Californians are sub-
ject to the most restrictive gun laws in 
the country, making it very difficult 
for law-abiding citizens to exercise 
their Second Amendment right to de-
fend themselves. In a society denied its 
right of self-defense, the gunman is 
king. 

I repeat: the most effective defense 
against an armed terrorist is an armed 
American. Yet, the President and his 
followers seek to increase the number 
of terrorists entering through porous 
borders and lax immigration laws 
while, at the same time, seeking to de-
crease the number of armed Americans. 

Their latest ploy was announced by 
the President on Sunday and has been 
parroted by his Congressional allies 
this week, to the point of disrupting 
the work of the House. 

In the President’s words, ‘‘Congress 
should act to make sure no one on a 
no-fly list is able to buy a gun.’’ He 
asked: What could possibly be the argu-
ment against that? 

Well, while serving in the California 
State Senate a decade ago, I discovered 
suddenly I couldn’t check in for a 
flight. When I asked why, I was told I 
was on this government list. The expe-
rience was absolutely Kafkaesque. 

My first reaction was to ask, ‘‘Well, 
why am I on that list? 

‘‘Well, we can’t tell you. 
‘‘Well, what criteria do you use? 
‘‘That is classified. 
‘‘How do I get off that list? 
‘‘You can’t.’’ 
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I soon discovered that another Cali-

fornia State Senator had been placed 
on that list. A few months later, U.S. 
Senator Edward Kennedy found himself 
on that list. 

I at least had the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms of the State Senate to 
work through, something an ordinary 
American would not. Even so, it took 
months of working through that office 
with repeated petitions to the govern-
ment to get my name removed from 
that list. 

The farce of it all was this: I was ad-
vised, in the meantime, just to fly 
under my middle name, which I did 
without incident. 

In my case, it turns out it was a case 
of mistaken identity with an IRA ac-
tivist the British Government was mad 
at. This could happen to any American. 

The fine point of it is this: During 
this administration, the IRS has been 
used extensively to harass and intimi-
date ordinary Americans for exercising 
their First Amendment rights. 

What the President proposes is that, 
on the whim of any Federal bureau-
crat, an American can be denied their 
Second Amendment rights as well with 
no opportunity to confront their ac-
cuser, contest the evidence, or avail 
themselves of any of their other due 
process rights under the Constitution. 

The concept that the left is seeking 
to instill in our law is that mere sus-
picion by a bureaucrat is sufficient to 
deny law-abiding American citizens 
their constitutional rights under the 
law. Given the left’s demonstrated hos-
tility to freedom of speech and due 
process of law, it is not hard to see 
where this is leading us. 

I would support the President’s pro-
posal if it established a judicial process 
where an individual could only be 
placed on this list once he had been ac-
corded his constitutional rights to be 
informed of the charges, to be given his 
day in court, to be accorded the right 
to confront his accuser and contest the 
evidence against him and submit him-
self to a decision by a jury of his peers. 
But that is the farthest thing from the 
left’s agenda. 

The President’s proposal would have 
done nothing to stop the carnage in 
San Bernardino, where the terrorists 
were not on any watch list. Indeed, one 
was admitted from Saudi Arabia after 
the vetting that the President keeps 
assuring us is rigorous and thorough. 
And several of the guns used in this 
massacre weren’t even acquired di-
rectly but, rather, through a third 
party. 

Of course the American people don’t 
want terrorists to have guns. The 
American people don’t want terrorists 
in our country in the first place. But 
the President’s policies have left our 
Nation’s gate wide open while he seeks 
to take from Americans their means of 
self-defense. 

So I leave off as I began. The best de-
fense against an armed terrorist is an 
armed American. That is what the Sec-
ond Amendment is all about. It is an 

absolutely essential pillar of our secu-
rity. 

Our Constitution is our best defense 
of all. It must be defended against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic. 

f 

FRENCH RAIL/HOLOCAUST 
SETTLEMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to raise awareness about 
Holocaust survivors’ continued quest 
for justice, an ever-elusive goal still 
nearly three-quarters of a century 
after living through the crimes of mod-
ern humanity’s darkest period. 

Though it is said that the moral 
universe’s arc bends toward justice, 
time is not a luxury we can afford any 
longer for elderly Holocaust survivors. 

b 1015 

Of the approximately half a million 
Holocaust survivors, around half of 
them live at or near poverty. Can you 
imagine that? Holocaust survivors 
should be able to live out the remain-
ing days in comfort and with the 
knowledge that their long-sought jus-
tice has finally been achieved. 

Recently, Mr. Speaker, an agreement 
was reached between the Government 
of France and the United States re-
garding victims of Holocaust-related 
deportations during the Nazi era. The 
French rail company, SNCF, know-
ingly and willfully transported tens of 
thousands of Holocaust victims to con-
centration camps and near certain 
death during the Second World War. 
They were paid to do this. 

For over 70 years, SNCF, the French 
rail company and the French Govern-
ment eluded any and all responsibility 
for these actions. For years, I have 
been fighting for justice for all victims 
of the Holocaust. 

On this issue in particular, I have 
joined Representative CAROLYN B. 
MALONEY of New York as she at-
tempted to shepherd the Holocaust 
Rail Justice Act through Congress over 
the past few sessions. I want to thank 
the gentlewoman from New York for 
her leadership and her unyielding ef-
fort to hold SNCF accountable for its 
heinous actions. 

While the agreement reached over 
SNCF’s—remember, that is the French 
rail company—culpability in the 
deaths of tens of thousands of Jews is 
not the optimal solution, it is impera-
tive that we do hold these perpetrators 
accountable and that we win justice for 
as many Holocaust survivors and their 
heirs as possible. 

However, Mr. Speaker, it is impor-
tant that Holocaust survivors and their 
families are made aware of this agree-
ment and the claims process. Many do 
not know of this. 

For more information, questions, and 
to file a claim, the State Department 
has set up a Web site at www.state.gov/ 

deportationclaims.com. I know that is 
very difficult. Or you can call 202–776– 
8385, or send an email to 
deportationclaims@state.gov. 

That is a lot to take in. 
Or contact your congressional Rep-

resentative, and we can help. 
Mr. Speaker, I urge everyone to 

spread the word to make sure that 
every Holocaust survivor eligible gets 
an opportunity to file a claim. I want 
to thank the continued efforts and the 
support of the many Holocaust sur-
vivors that I am blessed to have in my 
congressional district who have been at 
the forefront in the fight for justice for 
survivors and their heirs. 

My good friends, David Mermelstein, 
David Schaecter, Joe Sachs, Alex 
Gross, Herbie Karliner, Jack Rubin, 
and so many others—they have seen 
the unforgettable, and they have lived 
through the unthinkable. Yet, they 
continue steadfast in the fight for jus-
tice against those who have committed 
the unforgivable and the unthinkable. 

I, also, want to thank the others who 
have pursued justice for these individ-
uals at every turn, like my good friend 
and long-time constituent, Sam 
Dubbin. Sam has been instrumental in 
highlighting fraud at the Claims Con-
ference, that we know now, very clear-
ly, occurred over decades and deprived 
Holocaust survivors of at least tens of 
millions of dollars, and the real num-
bers are likely even higher. 

Next year, Mr. Speaker, I plan to in-
troduce my bill, once again, to allow 
survivors to have their day in court. 
That is all the bill does, to have their 
day in court, because we now know 
that the Claims Conference process has 
failed so many of the Holocaust sur-
vivors. 

Mr. Speaker, time is of the essence. 
We owe survivors and their heirs every 
opportunity to achieve justice. I urge 
my colleagues to continue this fight on 
behalf of the remaining Holocaust sur-
vivors and their heirs to get the word 
out to their constituents and their 
local community leaders. 

If you know someone who may be eli-
gible to receive compensation under 
this incredibly horrific act done by the 
French rail company to transport vic-
tims to certain death, please direct 
them to the State Department Web 
site. The deadline is May 31 next year. 
Let’s get the word out as soon and as 
far as possible. 

f 

IRAN IS UNTRUSTWORTHY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DOLD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I certainly 
want to start by thanking my good 
friend and colleague from Florida for 
her efforts in trying to make sure we 
are doing all we can for the Holocaust 
survivors. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt that 
these are very turbulent and fast-mov-
ing times. As we train our focus on 
ISIS, however, I think it would be a 
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