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outlets continues to rise because of the
media’s persistent bias and one-sided
coverage.

A recent Pew Research Center survey
found that nearly two-thirds, or 65 per-
cent, of Americans believe the national
news media has a negative effect on
our country. This is because the media
slants stories with their opinions in-
stead of reporting the facts.

For example, the media often praises
President Obama’s regulations involv-
ing climate change, but their reports
fail to cite the costs of extreme envi-
ronmental regulations and the loss of
jobs. National news stories also fail to
mention that these regulations would
have little impact on global warming.

Americans will continue to believe
the media has a negative impact on the
country until the media provides the
American people with the facts, rather
than tells them what to think.

———

TERRORIST GUN LOOPHOLE

(Ms. JUDY CHU of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr.
Speaker, my constituents in San
Bernardino County are still reeling
from the horror of last week’s attack
in the city of San Bernardino, as is ev-
erybody throughout the Nation. Four-
teen people died, at least 21 were in-
jured, and thousands are asking: What
now?

There are people who are afraid that
their office, shopping plaza, or commu-
nity could be next, which is why al-
ready country officials in my area and
elsewhere are seeking ways to tighten
and improve security so that an attack
like this does not happen again. They
cannot be alone in this endeavor. It is
time for Congress to act.

We cannot let terrorists on our own
U.S. terrorist watch list buy guns. If
you are considered too dangerous to
board a plane, you are too dangerous to
buy a gun. That is why closing this
loophole is just common sense. Yet,
over the past 11 years, 2,000 suspected
terrorists have walked out of stores
with a lethal firearm. Ninety percent
of them have been able to buy guns, no
questions asked. We have left a huge
hole in our counterterrorism efforts,
and it is time we close it.

——————

HONORING MIAMI DADE COLLEGE
MEDICAL CAMPUS PRESIDENT
DR. ARMANDO FERRER

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor Dr. Armando
Ferrer, retiring from his post as Presi-
dent of the Medical Campus of Miami
Dade College, a state-of-the-art com-
plex in the heart of Miami’s health dis-
trict. Dr. Ferrer has worked at Miami
Dade College for over 30 years, includ-
ing as Dean of both the North and Ken-
dall Campuses.
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According to the U.S. Department of
Education, Miami Dade College, my
alma mater, ranks first in the Nation
in awarding health profession and nurs-
ing degrees, and Dr. Ferrer’s tenure as
President of the Medical Campus is a
key feature of that success. I thank
Armando for his many years of dedi-
cated teaching and professional devel-
opment efforts in service to the stu-
dents of Miami Dade College. It is
through these students that he leaves a
positive and lasting legacy throughout
our community.

Congratulations,
Armando Ferrer.

and Godspeed,

CLIMATE CHANGE PARIS
CONFERENCE

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of our Nation’s efforts
in Paris to work together with world
leaders to combat and address climate
change.

The impacts of climate change are
real. And as the consequences are being
felt here at home and around the
world, now is the time to make his-
tory.

By taking action here in Congress,
the United States has an opportunity
to lead by example, while protecting
the health of our communities and our
environment. This involves supporting
efforts like the Clean Power Plan,
which will reduce carbon emissions by
more than 30 percent by 2030; by pro-
moting critical investments in renew-
able energy, while eliminating our de-
pendence on fossil fuels; and supporting
innovative new technologies to keep up
in a global economy. These are steps
we must take or risk being left behind
by the rest of the world.

For the first time in history, the
United States has the opportunity to
work together with the world’s largest
emitters, including China, India, and
Brazil, to build the foundation upon
which we can take real action to ad-
dress climate change. We must cap-
italize on this historic step and be a
leader in this fight.

———
SOCIAL MEDIA, A TOOL OF FOR-
EIGN TERRORIST ORGANIZA-
TIONS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, ter-
rorists have used Twitter to convert
thousands of young American minds
and recruit new jihadists for ISIS.

Federal law prohibits giving aid or
helping a designated foreign terrorist
organization. These FTOs use Twitter,
an American company, as a tool, and
no one is adequately stopping them.

Why are American companies and the
U.S. Government allowing social media
platforms to be hijacked by terrorists?
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Some say shutting down terrorists’ so-
cial media accounts would be violating
free speech. That is nonsense. They are
wrong. The United States Supreme
Court has already ruled there are no
constitutional protections for foreign
terrorist organizations to incite vio-
lence. Allowing terrorists to wage their
cyber war with America has helped
radicalize thousands of foreign fighters
and raise millions of dollars online.

Today, the House Foreign Affairs
Committee passed my bill, co-authored
by my friend, Mr. CONNOLLY from Vir-
ginia, the Combat Terrorist Use of So-
cial Media Act. This bill requires the
administration to come up with a com-
prehensive strategy to counter terror-
ists’ cyber war and use of social media.

Private American companies should
not be operating as the war propaganda
mouthpiece of designated foreign ter-
rorist organizations like ISIS.

And that is just the way it is.

———

CONGRESS MUST ACT TO KEEP
GUNS AND EXPLOSIVES OUT OF
THE HANDS OF TERRORISTS

(Ms. CASTOR of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I strongly urge the House Republicans
to allow a debate and a vote on an im-
portant bill that would address a ter-
rorist threat in America and help keep
our families safe.

We must address the loophole in the
law that allows someone who has been
identified as a terrorist to obtain a
firearm or explosive license. Many of
these folks are not allowed to board
airplanes, yet they can walk into a gun
store and buy a firearm. And after the
Paris and San Bernardino attacks, no
loophole is more glaring than the one
that has allowed 2,000 terrorists to buy
deadly weapons in the U.S. over the
past 11 years.

I urge my GOP colleagues to stop
blocking this bill. We must act to keep
guns and explosives out of the hands of
terrorists, and we must do so as ur-
gently and quickly as possible.

———

RECOGNIZING PATRICK PROKOP

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mr. Pat-
rick Prokop.

After 38 years as a meteorologist, 35
of which were spent in Savannah, Geor-
gia, Pat Prokop is retiring.

He started his broadcasting career in
1977 and, through the years, worked in
Kansas, Missouri, and Georgia. He was
an advocate for letting science do the
talking and never missed an oppor-
tunity to educate people about the
weather.

Pat announced his retirement on No-
vember 25 and said he is looking for-
ward to spending more time volun-
teering, marathon training, and trav-
eling. He also said he plans to enjoy
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the weather, which we should all do
more of.

I commend Pat for his years of serv-
ice to the southeast Georgia commu-
nity and wish him all the best. You de-
serve it, Pat.

CLOSING THE TERRORIST WATCH
LIST LOOPHOLE

(Ms. MATSUI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, from Cali-
fornia to Colorado, the devastating re-
alities of gun violence are hitting
home. In the face of more senseless at-
tacks on innocent victims, it is past
time that we treat gun violence in
America as a national crisis.

Preventable gun violence is inexcus-
able. We need to enact commonsense
gun law reforms, like ensuring that no
terrorist suspect is able to walk into a
gun shop and buy a deadly weapon.

According to a report by the GAO,
since 2004, more than 2,000 suspects on
the FBI’s terror watch list have suc-
cessfully purchased weapons in the
United States. In fact, more than 90
percent of all the suspected terrorists
who attempted to purchase guns in the
last 11 years walked away with the
deadly weapon they wanted.

These statistics are indefensible.
Let’s put our political excuses aside
and close the terrorist gun loophole be-
cause lives are on the line.

————
RECOGNIZING TOYOTA MOTOR
MANUFACTURING KENTUCKY

PLANT AS TOYOTA’S LARGEST
PRODUCTION PLANT

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, Kentucky is
famous for horses, bourbon, college
basketball, and hospitality. And now
we can add to that list the fact that
the Commonwealth is home to Toy-
ota’s largest manufacturing plant in
the world.

With production of the 2016 Lexus ES
fully up and running, the Toyota Motor
Manufacturing Kentucky plant now
ranks as the company’s largest by pro-
duction volume. That is right; Toyota
now has its largest manufacturing
plant in Georgetown, Kentucky.

The addition of the Lexus production
line brought with it 750 new jobs to my
district. This continued investment in
Kentucky is a testament to the skill,
perseverance, and dedication of the
American workforce.

Mr. Speaker, we must continue to
foster the manufacturing renaissance
in America by enacting comprehensive
tax reform; reining in burdensome reg-
ulations; fixing Dodd-Frank and other
financial rules that impede access to
capital; ending the EPA’s destructive
war on abundant, affordable energy;
and promoting free trade so that Amer-
ican exporters are competitive around
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the world. When we are able to manu-
facture in America, companies like
Toyota can fulfill the promise of good-
paying jobs and secure the American
Dream.

———
0 1230
GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. VARGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about the epidemic of
gun violence in our country.

A number of years ago, James
Huberty, heavily armed, walked into a
McDonald’s in my district and killed 21
people.

A few years later, shortly after deliv-
ering his valedictorian speech at Lin-
coln High School in my district, Willie
James Jones, III, was tragically shot
and killed in a drive-by shooting.

On March 5, 2001, those in the very
high school from which I graduated
were victims of a shooting that left
two people dead and 13 injured.

It is past time for Congress to act
and to save American lives. I am call-
ing on my colleagues to work together
to find comprehensive solutions to this
dire problem.

I believe that Representative KING’s
legislation, which prevents people from
flying who are deemed too dangerous,
would also prevent them from pur-
chasing assault weapons. I believe it is
a step in the right direction; so let’s
work together and get it done.

———

PRESIDENT OBAMA WANTS A
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, this Con-
gress and the White House agree, by
December 15, the Federal Government
will shut down.

No one on Capitol Hill wants a shut-
down. I don’t. No House Republican
does. No House Democrat does. All we
want are honest negotiations.

President Obama’s spokesman said:
“The President is not going to sign a
CR that will give Members of Congress
additional time to negotiate.”

Clearly, President Obama wants a
shutdown. Why? He thinks a shutdown
is good election-year politics. Pain is
never good politics. I ask the President

to change course. Negotiate. Don’t
shut down our government.
———
TALLAHASSEE’S BETHEL AME
CHURCH

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to congratulate Tallahassee’s
Bethel AME Church on their 150th an-
niversary.

December 9, 2015

Bethel was founded in 18656 when a
group of courageous Christians walked
out of their segregated church. They
were led by the Reverend Robert
Meacham, a former slave preacher.
Since that day, church membership has
grown from 116 people in 1865 to more
than 1,700 worshippers today; and under
the leadership of my friend and neigh-
bor, Reverend Dr. Julius H. McAllister,
Jr., the church continues to benefit our
community and serve as an inspiration
to everyone in north Florida.

I congratulate Bethel AME on a
blessed 150 years, and I look forward to
personally attending many more serv-
ices as they continue to grow and
thrive.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 9, 2015.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 9, 2015 at 9:33 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 1719.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 9, 2015.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 9, 2015 at 11:23 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to the Conference
Report S. 1177.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2130, RED RIVER PRI-
VATE PROPERTY PROTECTION
ACT, AND PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF MOTIONS TO
SUSPEND THE RULES

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 556 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-11T02:31:20-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




