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FAREWELL, JACOB BARTON

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, today I am grateful to express
my appreciation for Major Jacob Bar-
ton. He has been serving in the office of
South Carolina’s Second Congressional
District on loan from the Army for the
past year as a defense fellow.

Major Barton enlisted in the United
States Army in 1996 and quickly distin-
guished himself, being commissioned
as an intelligence officer in 2005. He
served as a member of the 75th Ranger
Regiment from 2006 to 2013, with 3
years’ service in Iraq. He is also an es-
teemed scholar, earning two bachelor’s
degrees, a master of arts in national se-
curity, a master of professional studies
in legislative affairs, and a doctor of
philosophy in public policy administra-
tion. Jacob’s extensive experience has
been successful for the American peo-
ple.

Beginning in January, Mr. Speaker,
Major Barton will serve as a legislative
liaison within the program’s division of
the Office of Chief Legislative Liaison,
specifically working on the intel-
ligence portfolio. I wish him and his
wife, Darlene, and their four children,
Douglas, Nya, Alyssa, and Jene, all the
best in the future. Godspeed.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President by his actions
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

———

FOOD RECOVERY ACT

(Ms. PINGREE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, every
day in kitchens across the country,
someone pulls a can of soup right out
of their cupboard or a box of pasta off
the shelf. They look at the ‘‘best by’
date on the package, and then they try
to decide whether to throw it out or
not. Is the food no good because it is
past the date, or does it still have
weeks or even years of shelf life left?

Too often perfectly good food gets
thrown out, contributing to the 40 per-
cent of all food that is wasted every
year in this country. Much of it ends
up in a landfill, where it produces
methane, a potent greenhouse gas.

Currently, Mr. Speaker, there is no
standard for date labeling, which is one
reason I have introduced the Food Re-
covery Act this week. My bill has near-
ly two dozen proposals to reduce food
waste, including a provision that would
require manufacturers who do put a
date on their food to include the words
“manufacturer’s suggestion only.” It
doesn’t mean that the food is bad just
because the date has gone by.

Mr. Speaker, if we cut food waste by
just 15 percent and direct the food that
would be wasted to those in need, we
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can reduce the number of Americans
struggling with hunger by one-half. I
urge my colleagues to join me to help
reduce food waste in the United States.

——————

GEORGE CANON AND FRED
MONROE

(Ms. STEFANIK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor two giants of our Adi-
rondack community. George Canon and
Fred Monroe have led distinguished ca-
reers fighting to protect their constitu-
ents over the past quarter century. I
had the honor of celebrating their pub-
lic service at a meeting of the Adiron-
dack Association of Towns and Villages
just this past weekend, a critical orga-
nization to our region that they helped
create.

Fred Monroe has been the supervisor
of the town of Chester since 1992, over-
seeing a cultural, commercial, and en-
vironmental revitalization of the town
and being one of our foremost leaders
on the issue of combating invasive spe-
cies.

George Canon has been serving the
town of Newcomb as supervisor for 13
terms, working to preserve the town’s
history and architectural treasures, in-
cluding the Santanoni Great Camp.

Mr. Speaker, these two men are true
godfathers of the Adirondacks, and it is
my pleasure to honor them and cele-
brate their distinguished careers today.

———

CLIMATE CHANGE

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, right
now, representatives from 195 nations
are gathered in Paris to talk about the
future of this planet. I am hopeful that
these climate talks produce a strong
commitment to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and tackle climate change,
because the impacts of climate change
have moved from theory to fact.

Now, there are some in this building
who still want to debate this. For those
who want the Paris talks to fail, I have
a simple request: Come. Come visit my
region. Come to the Pacific Northwest.

I would ask them to visit a tribal vil-
lage a stone’s throw away from the Pa-
cific Ocean where water continues to
rise toward homes, cultural centers,
and sacred sites. I would ask them to
come and visit with shellfish growers
whose futures and the jobs that are
tied to them are at risk because of
changing ocean chemistry. I would ask
them to talk to folks who are threat-
ened every single year by wildfires.
And I would ask them to talk to mili-
tary leaders who view climate change
as what they call a threat multiplier.

For a brighter future for my daugh-
ters and for all of our children, it is a
good thing that the United States and
the rest of the world are taking steps
to confront this challenge.
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JEWISH NATIONAL FUND

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to recognize the Jewish National Fund,
an organization that works tirelessly
to advocate for the safety and security
of the people of the State of Israel.

Just one example of the amazing
work that the JNF is doing is a pilot
initiative to ensure the safety of the
Israeli children in the town of Sderot.
Residents of the town of Sderot have
endured constant rocket attacks from
the Gaza Strip.

Children have grown up with the psy-
chological trauma that comes from liv-
ing under the constant threat of at-
tack. Because they must always be
within about 15 to 30 seconds of a rock-
et shelter, even an afternoon in the
park is dangerous.

In response, Mr. Speaker, the JNF
built a 21,000-square-foot secure indoor
playground at a community center in
Sderot. The recreation center has pro-
vided young people with a safe place to
simply be kids again, and also it pro-
vides parents with the peace of mind
that their children are safe from ter-
ror.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with the JNF and
thank them for all that they do.

———
MODERN DINER

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, the
Modern Diner in Pawtucket, Rhode Is-
land, was recognized last week for its
legendary custard French toast, which
the Food Network named the best
diner dish in America.

Rhode Island is the birthplace of the
diner, with the first horse-drawn can-
teen established in Providence by Wal-
ter Scott in the year 1872.

Since 1940, Mr. Speaker, the Modern
Diner has been a landmark for the city
of Pawtucket. Situated in a vintage
Sterling Streamliner, the Modern
Diner is known for its breakfast spe-
cials and great meals.

In the late 1980s, it became the first
diner to be placed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. Last week’s
award told the world what Rhode Is-
land already knows—that the Modern
Diner and its offerings are second to
none.

Mr. Speaker, as a regular patron of
this noteworthy establishment, I want
to applaud Modern Diner owner Nick
Demou on this significant recognition.
I look forward to celebrating with him
and his staff on my next visit to the
Modern Diner.

———

HONORING VIRGINIA TECH’S
COACH FRANK BEAMER

(Mr. WITTMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Virginia Tech’s Coach
Frank Beamer, who, after 29 years, will
retire at the end of this season as a
football coach, mentor, friend, and role
model on and off the field.

Coach Beamer was a 3-year starting
cornerback for the Hokies, and after
taking over as the Hokies’ head coach
in 1987, he built the football program at
his alma mater into a national power.
Coach Beamer stands as the winningest
active Division I football coach and the
sixth all-time, with 279 career wins.

Mr. Speaker, during his 29 years at
Virginia Tech, he has 237 victories and
has guided the Hokies to four ACC ti-
tles, 3 Big East championships, 6 ap-
pearances in BCS bowl games, and has
posted 13 seasons with 10 or more wins.
At the end of this month, Virginia
Tech will play in a bowl game for the
23rd consecutive year under Beamer’s
lead, the longest current streak in col-
lege football recognized by the NCAA.

Beamer has been the face of the
Hokie football team and the Virginia
Tech community as a whole for many
years, and he will certainly be missed.

Thank you, Coach Beamer, for all
that you have contributed to Virginia
Tech, to Blacksburg, and to the game
of college football.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF D.
PATRICK CURLEY AND HIS 50
YEARS OF SERVICE TO WESTERN
NEW YORK

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the career of D. Patrick Cur-
ley and his 50 years of service to west-
ern New York.

Pat Curley was born and raised in
Buffalo. After a stop at Boston College
to earn a mathematics degree, he re-
turned home and became an instructor
at D’Youville and Canisius Colleges.

In 1977, Pat started a consulting com-
pany where, for decades, he helped
western New York businesses stay
competitive in the global marketplace.

Pat served on the board of the New
York Power Authority and was elected
to three terms on the Orchard Park
Town Board. He has served in leader-
ship positions for more than two dozen
charitable organizations; and for the
past 46 years, he has been a member of
the Orchard Park Volunteer Fire Com-
pany, where he has responded to more
than 5,000 emergency calls.

Pat has had a varied career, but the
common thread in his life and his work
has been his love for his family and
western New York.

So, Pat, on behalf of a grateful com-
munity, please enjoy your well-earned
retirement.

e —

CONGRATULATIONS OSSEO HIGH

SCHOOL FOOTBALL

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Osseo High
School football team for winning the
Minnesota State title with a tight vic-
tory over East Ridge in the champion-
ship game.

The Orioles showed heart with close
victories in both the semifinals and in
the title game. With only 24 seconds
left on the clock, Osseo scored the
game-tying touchdown, and the suc-
cessful extra point gave them the vic-
tory and State championship.

Osseo’s State run had the entire town
buzzing as they sent off the team with
a parade before the championship
game.

Mr. Speaker, winning a State title is
only possible with years of dedication
and hard work. At the same time, these
student athletes must focus off the
field as well, at the same time, in order
to succeed in the classroom and make
a positive impact in the school commu-
nity.

The families, friends, and fans of the
players at Osseo High School should all
be very proud of their fantastic season.

Congratulations to the Orioles on
their successful State championship.

———
0 1215

TAKE ACTION TO END GUN
VIOLENCE IN OUR NATION

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, last
Wednesday, December 2, the Nation
was devastated by another mass shoot-
ing in San Bernardino, California. On
December 2, there were three mass
shootings in the United States. The
fact that this violence is routine and
ordinary is incomprehensible.

Mr. Speaker, it is particularly in-
comprehensible that people who are on
the no-fly list are able to legally pur-
chase assault weapons. How is it that
someone considered too dangerous to
fly is able to purchase an assault weap-
on? There is a solution, though, Mr.
Speaker. A bill proposed by PETER
KING of New York will not allow people
on the no-fly list to purchase weapons
without a sufficient background check.

Mr. Speaker, gun violence in our Na-
tion kills nearly 90 people every day,
roughly 32,000 people a year. I am a gun
owner, but there are reasonable ap-
proaches to keeping guns out of the
hands of dangerous individuals while
still protecting our Second Amendment
rights.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support legislation that will end daily
shootings and protect our citizens.

————

FRIVOLOUS ADJOURNMENT
MOTIONS STALL HOUSE BUSINESS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, respon-
sibly funding the government on time
is one of the most basic and funda-
mental tasks of Members of Congress.

This entire year, Republicans have
been at the table pushing the work
through the committee process to de-
termine how best to allocate this fund-
ing. And coming into this week, there
was healthy debate and negotiations on
moving forward with these plans.

However, yesterday, the partisan dia-
logue we witnessed from a number of
my colleagues across the aisle was
nothing more than a ruse. Five sepa-
rate motions to adjourn in order to
stall a bipartisan bill to tighten our
visa system and protect our Nation’s
security, with purely political proce-
dural votes to push their own gun con-
trol agendas is simply ridiculous. It
wasted at least 3 hours of legislative
time.

Mr. Speaker, this is a time when
Americans need their Representatives
to come to the table and stop letting
politics get in the way of actually get-
ting the people’s work done around this
place.

DENYING FIREARMS AND EXPLO-
SIVES TO DANGEROUS TERROR-
ISTS

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to echo the demands of my col-
leagues, on both sides of the aisle, for
a vote on the Denying Firearms and
Explosives to Dangerous Terrorists Act
of 2015.

Passing this bill transcends politics.
It is about ensuring the safety and se-
curity of families, communities, and
the country we represent.

In the past 2 years, 94 percent of indi-
viduals we suspect of planning terror
attacks have been able to successfully
pass background checks and purchase
deadly weapons. We are sitting idly by
as those planning to do harm to our
citizens obtain the tools to do just
that. That we would choose to do noth-
ing to stop it is simply unfathomable
to me.

We have a chance today to close a
loophole in our laws before it is ex-
ploited, before we find ourselves stand-
ing on this floor once again for another
moment of silence. The families who
have lost loved ones to gun violence
and the victims themselves deserve
more than a deafening silence ema-
nating from this Chamber.

————

65 PERCENT SAY MEDIA HAS
“NEGATIVE EFFECT” ON COUNTRY

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Americans’ distrust of national news
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