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Edwards grew up in Oak Ridge and
held degrees from Louisiana State Uni-
versity and the University of Louisiana
at Monroe. He farmed cotton, rice, soy-
beans, and corn in the fields of Lou-
isiana and Mississippi, sowing the ini-
tial seeds that would grow into his leg-
acy as a truly great agricultural lead-
er.

His contributions to the agriculture
community include service in the Lou-
isiana Cotton Producers Association
and the Northeast Louisiana Rice
Growers Association. He founded Fly-
ing Tiger Aviation, one of the Nation’s
premier agriculture flight schools,
which provides an invaluable service to
my district, one of the largest row crop
districts in the Nation.

Edwards left his mark on Louisiana
history as well. In 1975, he became the
first Republican in modern times to be
elected to the State senate, a position
he pursued so he could create a better
life for all Louisianans.

Edwards valued education. He served
on the Louisiana Board of Regents, the
University of Louisiana System Board
of Supervisors, and the Louisiana Com-
munity and Technical College System
Board of Supervisors.

Edwards and his wife, Bennie Berry
Barham, were married for 56 years.
They had four children: the late Ben
Edwards Barham, II; Erle West
Barham; Robert Berry Barham; and
Amy Barham Westbrook. He was also
loved by a number of grandchildren and
nieces and nephews.

Mr. Speaker, Louisiana is a better
place today because of the contribu-
tions that Edwards Barham made to
our community. I am honored to have
called him a friend, and I know he will
be greatly missed.

——
HOUSE VOTE ON KEYSTONE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday, the House
of Representatives is expected to vote
on Senate-passed legislation—some-
thing that has already passed out of
the House—that would immediately
authorize the construction and oper-
ation of the Keystone XL pipeline.

For the past 6 years, President
Obama has hidden behind political mo-
tives to delay a decision on the pipe-
line. While this administration has
continued to engage in partisan poli-
tics, the American people have missed
out on lower energy costs, thousands of
new jobs, billions of new tax revenue,
and a heightened level of energy secu-
rity that would have been created by
the pipeline’s approval.

As the father of an Army soldier who
was wounded in the Middle East, I be-
lieve that we should do everything we
can to end dependence on Middle East
energy.

This isn’t about whether President
Obama wins or loses. This is about
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doing what is right for the American
people. The Keystone project is about
ensuring a reliable energy source from
our allies to the north—Canada—while
creating tens of thousands of American
jobs in the process. Approving the Key-
stone XL will also help to substantially
reduce our imports from overseas.

Later this week, the President will
have an opportunity to put politics
aside, show real leadership, and sign
the Keystone XL pipeline into law. Un-
fortunately, a veto threat still looms.

Mr. Speaker, this country needs a re-
sponsible, affordable, and reliable en-
ergy supply. The American people de-
serve as much. The approval of the
Keystone XL pipeline is a great first
step.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 19
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
[ 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HILL) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving and gracious God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

Help us this day to draw closer to
You so that, with Your spirit and
aware of Your presence among us, we
may all face the tasks of this day with
grace and confidence.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House as they return from their home
districts.

May these decisive days through
which we are living make them gen-
uine enough to maintain their integ-
rity, great enough to be humble, good
enough to keep their faith, always re-
garding public office as a sacred trust.
Give them the wisdom and the courage
to fail not their fellow citizens nor
You.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——————
THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.
Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE)
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come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

AMERICAN-GERMAN RELATIONS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, as cochair of the German-
American Caucus, I rise to highlight
this important juncture in European
security strategy, the shared economic

opportunities, and the future pros-
perity of both nations.
Yesterday, German Chancellor An-

gela Merkel visited the United States
for bilateral meetings with the Obama
administration. While the primary
topic was mutual security, the visit
also afforded an opportunity to display
the strong ties between our two great
countries.

This relationship is immediately
visible through the thousands of busi-
nesses, on both sides of the Atlantic,
which provide employment and help
support local economies. As two of the
world’s largest economies, opportuni-
ties for trade and investment are plen-
tiful. Annually, hundreds of thousands
of tourists from our respective nations
travel to experience the landmarks,
culture, and elements that define both
as nations.

Mr. Speaker, I know that I speak for
many of my colleagues when I say that
Chancellor Merkel’s visit was certainly
welcomed, and we look forward to
building on our relationship.

——————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY FUNDING

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, there are
only 18 days left until the Department
of Homeland Security runs out of
money and shuts down on February 28.

The Republican leadership, unfortu-
nately, is still wasting time in this
body in their appealing to the extrem-
ists within their party rather than ad-
dressing these important challenges
that our country faces. The Repub-
licans’ extreme anti-immigration DHS
funding bill is dead on arrival in the
Senate, as they know. Border security
experts have referred to the bill as in-
effective, not serious, and dangerous
for our Nation’s security. Instead of
coming together with Democrats in a
bipartisan fashion to address the DHS
funding issue and ensure the security
of American families, we continue to
see the House squander time, moving
even further to the right in order to ap-
pease the most extreme voices.

At some point in time, Mr. Speaker,
we have to end the politics and get
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down to the business of the American
people. Please, please join Democrats
and Republicans to protect the Amer-
ican people and fund the Department of
Homeland Security immediately. Then
we can focus on middle class econom-
ics, which can create bigger paychecks
for all Americans and build new infra-
structure, and we can get back to the
work of the American people.

———

MAKING PERMANENT THE CON-
SERVATION EASEMENT TAX IN-
CENTIVE

(Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today because this
House has an important job to finish,
one that involves providing some cer-
tainty for our family farmers and prop-
erty owners at all income levels. It is
the conservation easement legislation,
which will make the incentive perma-
nent. It was sponsored in past sessions
by over 300 Members of this House and
by many Members in the Senate.

The conservation easement incentive
has enabled property owners across the
country to voluntarily preserve their
land. In some cases, the availability of
the tax credit means the difference be-
tween keeping a family farm or selling
it. In my time as township supervisor
and as county commissioner in Chester
County, one of my top priorities was
preserving farmland and natural re-
sources, but it required the collabora-
tion and the financial wherewithal of
the landowner. The conservation ease-
ment legislation that we seek to make
permanent will enable more of that to
happen.

Organizations in my district, like the
Berks County Conservancy, the Nat-
ural Lands Trust, the Brandywine Con-
servancy, and the French and Pick-
ering Creeks Conservation Trust, have
all been very, very helpful in making
Berks, Chester, Lebanon, and Mont-
gomery Counties great places to live
and raise a family. Families cannot
make long-term decisions with short-
term extensions about what is probably
their most important, valuable assets.
So let’s finish our job, Mr. Speaker,
and commit to making this the year we
make permanent the Federal conserva-
tion easement tax incentive.

————
STEM GATEWAYS ACT

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, our
country’s economic forecast continues
to improve, which is a good thing, but
we do risk leaving far too many people
behind as we come out of a recession.
That is an issue for us all.

STEM education—science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathe-
matics—is a critical vehicle in making
sure that all Americans have access to
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the economic gains that will power our
country for the next generation. Over
the next 10 years, STEM jobs will grow
at normally double the rate of non-
STEM jobs, and at all levels of edu-
cation, STEM careers earn about 11
percent higher wages compared to their
counterparts in other jobs.

Mr. Speaker, this is an enormous op-
portunity, but, to date, our efforts
around STEM education have left huge
segments of our population behind.
Combined, Hispanics and African
Americans only occupy about 13 per-
cent of all STEM jobs. While women
make up nearly half of the workforce
overall, only 26 percent of STEM jobs
are held by women. In 2013, there were
11 States in which not a single African
American student took a computer
science advanced placement test, and
there were eight States in which no
Hispanic students did and three States
in which no women did.

Mr. Speaker, this is a challenge for
us all. With this in mind, I rise, along
with Representative TONKO and Sen-
ator GILLIBRAND, to introduce the
STEM Gateways Act, which will try to
make sure that access to the jobs of to-
morrow is spread to all Americans.

———————

OPPORTUNITY ECONOMY

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the first
month of the 114th Congress has been a
busy one as House Republicans have
gotten right to work in tackling the
difficult issues facing the Nation.

We started off the new year by pass-
ing two pieces of bipartisan legislation
designed to minimize the consequences
caused by ObamaCare. We also ap-
proved three bills that will help us on
our way to energy independence and
that will increase access to affordable
North American oil. The House acted
swiftly to defund in their entirety the
President’s executive actions on illegal
aliens, and we passed legislation that
would ensure that veterans who may be
struggling will have access to the men-
tal health care services and support
they need.

While House Republicans have ac-
complished a great deal in a relatively
short time, there is still much work to
do. We are focused on growing our
economy from the ground up, not from
the top down, to help get people back
to work and restore opportunity for ev-
eryone.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY FUNDING

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, every
single day, our national security per-
sonnel work tirelessly to protect Amer-
icans from harm. At a time of renewed
threats from ISIS around the world and
with the recent attacks in France,
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these men and women have done the
tremendous job of keeping our country
safe; but unless Congress acts in 17
days, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity will run out of funding.

Homeland Security Secretary Jeh
Johnson has warned that 30,000 Home-
land Security workers will be fur-
loughed, and the rest will be forced to
work without pay. Is this really how
our government should treat its em-
ployees on the front line of our na-
tional security system?

In an effort to roll back President
Obama’s executive action on immigra-
tion, House Republicans have attached
toxic policy riders to their Department
of Homeland Security bill. The Repub-
lican-controlled Senate has rejected
this bill three times, but rather than
taking up clean legislation to provide
our frontline personnel with the re-
sources they need to protect our coun-
try, they instead are attaching all of
these toxic riders.

House Republicans continue to play
political games with our national secu-
rity. I call on my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle to stop putting
politics ahead of the safety of Amer-
ican families and fund the Department
of Homeland Security immediately.

————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY FUNDING

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, a million jobs were
created in the last 3 months; the deficit
is down, and the stock market is up;
but instead of Dbuilding on this
progress, the Republican Party is again
threatening a partial government shut-
down. This time, it is the Department
of Homeland Security. We don’t have
many days left.

Why? Because the anti-immigrant
fringe of the majority party disagrees
with the President’s decision to ad-
dress our broken immigration system.
If they don’t get their way, they would
stop paying our Border Patrol agents,
stop paying our TSA security screeners
at airports, stop paying the Coast
Guard and Secret Service. The men and
women who work to keep us secure
would have to worry about how they
would feed their families instead of
protecting our country.

This is dangerous to our security and
to our economy. I urge my colleagues
to let common sense prevail and pass a
clean Department of Homeland Secu-
rity bill. The American people deserve
their security.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:
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