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stripped of their possessions and placed
in Japanese American internment
camps. They were not guilty of espio-
nage. They did not commit treason.
They simply looked like our enemy,
and that cost my family their freedom.

Yesterday the mayor of Roanoke,
Virginia, suggested that this country’s
treatment of Japanese Americans dur-
ing the 1940s is a model for how we
should address today’s global refugee
crisis.

It does not take courage to condemn
such disgraceful comments, nor does it
take wisdom to say our World War II
policies were a product of fear and
hysteria.

What takes wisdom is recognizing
that history is now repeating itself.
What takes courage is sending a mes-
sage to the world that America will
protect innocent people regardless of
their nationality or religion.

That is what my mother and father
deserved 70 years ago, and that is what
these refugees deserve today.

————

LOCAL PRIORITIZATION OF LAND
AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the Committee on Natural Re-
sources considered a bill that restores
the original intent of the Land and
Water Conservation Fund: support of
State and local projects.

The LWCF State program has sup-
ported many recreation facilities
across the country, including in my
district, such as a municipal pool in
Susanville, boat launches on the Sac-
ramento River, and city parks and
playgrounds in Chico, California.

However, for every worthwhile local
investment of $20,000 or $30,000, this ad-
ministration now disproportionately
spends millions on land acquisition for
the Forest Service, which already can’t
manage what it owns.

Sixty-one percent so far of the pro-
gram during its existence has gone for
this sort of land acquisition. That is
not local. The result is catastrophic
fires across the West each year with
nonmanaged forest lands.

Mr. Speaker, Chairman BISHOP’s bill
will rectify this problem and send more
funding to the State and local projects
that need it and help end the destruc-
tive cycle of the Federal Government
purchasing and owning land it doesn’t
manage, only to have it burn.

I urge all my colleagues to support
this measure when it comes up.

———

THE REPUBLICAN SYRIAN
REFUGEE BILL

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
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press my concern and opposition to the
Republican Syrian refugee bill.

This restrictive and misguided legis-
lation would immediately shut down
the current refugee resettlement and
cripple our refugee programs for the fu-
ture.

I represent Orange County, Cali-
fornia, one of the historically known
areas of resettling refugees from all
around the world. We are ready. We are
ready.

Once this administration has taken a
look at the backgrounds, has done the
extensive research that they do with
respect to somebody’s background, we
are ready to help resettle these refu-

gees.
Refusing to resettle any Syrian refu-
gees would inadvertently empower

Daesh and boost their recruitment
abilities among vulnerable populations
struggling to survive. We cannot let
Daesh push us to succumb to fear and
to prejudice.

These Syrian refugees are fleeing the
same violence that we have seen in
Paris and Beirut and Baghdad this last
week. Three-quarters of them are
women and children. A quarter of them
are over 60 years of age. Refugees are
not the enemy.

So remember the words on our Stat-
ue of Liberty: ‘“Give me your tired,
your poor, your huddled masses yearn-
ing to breathe free.”

———
QUOTES TO REMEMBER

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, as the world faces mass
killings by ISIS, Daesh, of Russian,
Lebanese, and French citizens, as
Daesh has announced plans to target
Washington and Rome and New York,
we need to review how we got here and
together change course.

President George W. Bush on July 12,
2007, declared: ‘““To begin withdrawing
before our commanders tell us we are
ready would be dangerous for Iraq, for
the region, and for the United States.
It would mean surrendering the future
of Iraq to al Qaeda. It would mean that
we’d be risking mass killings on a hor-
rific scale. It would mean we allow the
terrorists to establish a safe haven in
Iraq to replace the one they lost in Af-
ghanistan.”

President Barack Obama on Decem-
ber 14, 2011, claimed: ‘‘Everything that
American troops have done in Iraq . . .
all of it has led to this moment of suc-
cess. We're leaving behind a sovereign,
stable, and self-reliant Iraq.”

I agree with former New York City
Mayor Rudy Giuliani that the Presi-
dent’s failed policies created the devel-
opment of Daesh, leading to the Syrian
refugee crisis, resulting in children
drowning at sea. The President should
change course.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
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never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

———

CRS REPORTS SHOULD BE
PUBLICLY AVAILABLE

(Mr. LANCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, this week
Americans for Tax Reform joins the
chorus of advocacy and good govern-
ment groups calling for Congressional
Research Service reports to be avail-
able to the public.

In its letter of support, Americans
for Tax Reform said that opening CRS
reports to the public is a commonsense
proposal that will increase trans-
parency, give taxpayers greater access
to important information, and enrich
public knowledge.

The taxpayer advocacy group pointed
out that the rules casting CRS reports
into secrecy are outdated and unneces-
sary, and these reports belong in the
public domain.

U.S. taxpayers support the work of
the Congressional Research Service to
the tune of more than $100 million a
year. It is fiscally responsible and good
public policy to allow educators, stu-
dents, members of the news media, and
everyday citizens access to these tax-
payer-financed reports.

I urge my colleagues to join Con-
gressman MIKE QUIGLEY and me in our
bipartisan support of H. Res. 34, which
will open CRS information to the pub-
lic. These reports are paid for by tax-
payer funds. Taxpayers should get to
see them.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to recognize Samaritan’s Purse, an or-
ganization headquartered in Boone,
North Carolina, that brings spiritual
and physical aid to hurting people
around the world.

This week is the national collection
week for the organization’s Operation
Christmas Child ministry, which puts
empty shoe boxes to good use by filling
them with gifts for needy children.

In order to participate, one needs to
start with a shoe box, then decide
whether to pack a box for a girl or a
boy, and pick the age category: 2 to 4,
5 to 9, or 10 to 14. Finally, one fills the
shoe box with gifts, including fun toys,
hygiene items, and school supplies.

This year I packed a shoe box for a
girl between the ages of 5 and 9. It is a
simple concept that brings so much joy
to the children who receive these spe-
cial packages. I urge everyone to con-
sider participating in this worthy pro-
gram.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4038, AMERICAN SECU-
RITY AGAINST FOREIGN EN-
EMIES ACT OF 2015

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on
Rules, I call up House Resolution 531
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 531

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 4038) to require that sup-
plemental certifications and background in-
vestigations be completed prior to the ad-
mission of certain aliens as refugees, and for
other purposes. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. The bill
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill are
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and on any
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on the Judiciary; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, for the purpose of debate only, I
yield the customary 30 minutes to the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on House
Resolution 531 currently under consid-
eration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I usually begin my statements talk-
ing about the technicalities of the rule,
who is managing the general debate
time, and a recap of the testimony and
amendments we received in the Com-
mittee on Rules hearing. These are im-
portant items to discuss before this
body. But today is different. The de-
bates that we will have on this rule and
the underlying legislation will be and
should be different.

I will be honest. This bill has nothing
to do today with job creation. It has
nothing to do with reducing regulatory
burden or empowering educators to
focus on the needs of students rather
than the wish list of unions. Those are
important issues that we will address
in coming weeks. But today is dif-
ferent.
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Today, we face the growing evil in
the world and resolve to fight against
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it, no matter the price. The power of
ISIS to kill and destroy has stunned
the world and called us to question who
we are as individuals, as people of
faith, and as a Nation.

It doesn’t matter how many press
conferences this administration holds,
they will not distract from their abdi-
cation of responsibility to the security
of the United States and the security
of its citizens.

The pro-rape, pro-torture, pro-muti-
lation strategy of Islamic State does
not shrink in the face of meaningless
words by our Commander in Chief. We
are here today because this administra-
tion has failed. In the face of unspeak-
able violence and terror, the White
House blinked. And our world is paying
the price.

My colleagues across the aisle no
doubt plan to deliver moral lectures, as
this administration is so fond of, dis-
missing those who suggest that the Is-
lamic State will use any means pos-
sible to bring America to her knees.
Before they do, let me remind them the
price this country has paid for freedom.

Soil around the world is soaked with
the blood of our sons and our daughters
who gave it all so that we may be
free—as Lincoln said, ‘‘that last full
measure of devotion’—and so those
who seek refuge can find safety and se-
curity in our country.

Despite what the administration
wants you to believe, refugees don’t
seek safe haven because of our welfare
benefits. It is because we don’t nego-
tiate with terrorists. It is because we
recognize our first and greatest respon-
sibility is the life and liberty of those
who call America home.

We are a Nation of immigrants. We
are a Nation of laws. And we are a Na-
tion with a fundamental responsibility
to preserve the rights of our citizens.
And those rights include life.

The United States has one of the
most generous legal immigration pro-
grams in the world, welcoming the
hurting and abandoned, the persecuted
and destitute. And we will continue to.
But we will not welcome terrorists. We
will not sacrifice moral courage on the
altar of quotas.

This country and the world will be
judged by future generations on our re-
sponse as a Nation and as individuals
to the Islamic State and those they
have raped, tortured, driven from their
homes, and murdered. And I believe we
will also be judged on our commitment
to the safety of the millions of men,
women, and children already living
within our borders.

The underlying legislation, H.R. 4038,
isn’t about who we welcome into our
country. It is about keeping out those
who pose a threat to our national secu-
rity.

Last night, the Rules Committee re-
ceived testimony from the Judiciary
and Homeland Security Committee
chairmen and minority representa-
tives, as well as receiving amendment
testimony from a number of Members
on both sides of the aisle, for over 4
hours.
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Now, more than ever, those who seek
shelter in the United States deserve
the assurance that our government is
doing everything within its power to
protect them from the very evil they
fled.

But where is the administration?
Perhaps if the Commander in Chief
would stop holding press conferences to
lecture Republicans and start leading
the world in the fight against terror-
ists, we wouldn’t have thousands upon
thousands tortured, displaced, and
killed.

The White House said ISIS was con-
tained less than 24 hours before 100 peo-
ple became the latest victims of ter-
rorism on the streets of Paris. And, oh,
by the way, before releasing five from
Guantanamo that morning. It seems
the President was too busy practicing
his Turkish for the G20 Summit re-
marks to notice the world is crumbling
and the Islamic State is growing
stronger.

In fact, when the President spoke at
the G-20 Summit press conference, here
is what he mentioned before addressing
the terrorist attacks in Paris: the
beauty of Turkey; the hospitality of
the Turkish people; his practice of the
Turkish language; the need to grow the
global economy; the need to create
jobs; rising inequality in the world;
cyber theft; and oh, yes, global climate
talks.

There is no question that we have a
political commentator when what our
Nation and the world needs is a Com-
mander in Chief.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
and I thank the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CoLLINS) for yielding me the
customary 30 minutes.

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McCGOVERN. First, Mr. Speaker,
I don’t blame the gentleman of Georgia
for not wanting to talk about the rule
because, today, we are about to debate
the 46th closed rule of this Congress,
making this the most closed session of
Congress in history. Speaker RYAN
promised an open and deliberative
process when he took the gavel. He has
already reneged on that promise.

Representatives BENNIE THOMPSON
and ZOE LOFGREN offered an alter-
native to today’s bill that deserves de-
bate on the House floor, but the Repub-
licans on this Rules Committee prohib-
ited debate under this completely
closed process.

The bill that we are about to debate
wasn’t even introduced until 10:14 p.m.
Tuesday night. There have been no
hearings—none at all-mo markups,
and no opportunities for bipartisan
input. And, quite frankly, there was
not a lot of opportunity for rank-and-
file Republicans to have any input on
this. Even more stunning, the Judici-
ary Committee is holding a hearing
today—right now—on the very subject
we are going to vote on in an hour.
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