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through the committee, had a com-
mittee hearing, both sides had wit-
nesses, and all the questions were 
asked. There was a markup. At the 
markup, there were amendments. The 
bill passed the committee. It came to 
the floor of the House and passed 411– 
12. 

Title II passed the committee 50–10. 
Title III passed on the full House after 
passing the committee 417–4. Title IV 
passed the House 422–0. Each one of 
these provisions were bipartisan, and 
they passed in a strong fashion on a 
vote either in the committee or the 
House. 

Mr. Speaker, just yesterday, we were 
sent back here. We took the oath of of-
fice, sent by our constituents to do the 
right thing, to work together where we 
can, to identify problems, to address 
those problems, and to get stuff done, 
especially when it regards the Amer-
ican economy, small businesses, and 
the ability to get people to work to 
create jobs. 

Each one of these titles in this bill 
identifies a problem in the economy, 
addresses it in a bipartisan way, and 
the time is now to pass this bill. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on H.R. 37, pass the bill and send it to 
the Senate. With that, Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong opposition to H.R. 37, The Promoting 
Job Creation and Reducing Small Business 
Burdens Act of 2015. 

This Trojan Horse legislation is actually a 
combination of eleven separate bills, ten of 
which were authored by Republican members 
of the Committee. 

I believe that Members should be afforded 
the opportunity to offer amendments and have 
a full and fair debate on these bills. However, 
by considering this package under Suspension 
of the Rules, Republicans begin the new year 
by denying Members the opportunity to thor-
oughly debate a measure that will have far- 
reaching impact. 

Let’s be clear: regulators have made tre-
mendous progress in implementing the Dodd- 
Frank Act. The Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau has already returned $4.6 billion to 15 
million consumers who have been subjected 
to unfair and deceptive practices, some of 
whom live in my Congressional District in 
Houston. 

The CFPB has established a qualified mort-
gage rule, ensuring that borrowers who are 
extended mortgage credit actually have the 
ability to repay the loan, and has established 
new rules-of-the-road for mortgage servicers. 

In addition, the CFPB has worked with the 
Department of Defense to develop financial 
protections for service members and veterans, 
and established a national database to aide 
consumers with complaints about debt collec-
tors, credit card companies, and credit rating 
agencies, among others. Let us not turn back 
the clock on American consumers who already 
have seen the benefits of the CFPB’s efforts. 

The Volcker Rule has forced banks to sell- 
off their standalone proprietary trading desks, 
and banks have shifted away from speculative 
trading to investments in the real economy. 
Shareholders of U.S. corporations now have 
the ability to have a ‘‘say-on-pay,’’ voting to 

approve or disapprove executive compensa-
tion. 

In addition Mr. Speaker, the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) has recovered 
more than $9.3 billion in civil fines and pen-
alties since 2011, leveraging enhanced au-
thorities provided by Dodd-Frank. The SEC 
has also established an Office of the Whistle-
blower to aid them in policing securities mar-
ket violations, which has already received 
more than 6,573 tips from 68 countries. Fur-
ther, private funds are making systemic risk 
reports to regulators, helping them to under-
stand previously opaque risks. 

To implement the Dodd-Frank Act, the 
CFTC has completed 65 final rules, orders, 
and guidance documents resulting in the reg-
istration and enhanced oversight of 102 Swap 
Dealers, two Major Swap Participants, 22 
Swap Execution Facilities, and four Swap 
Data Repositories. In addition, the CFTC has 
established rules governing mandatory clear-
ing, exchange trading, and reporting of the en-
tire $400 trillion notional swaps market. 

It should also be noted that since Dodd- 
Frank’s passage, stability in the market has 
led to significant economic growth. Nearly 9.7 
million private sector payroll jobs have been 
created since February 2010. 

There are now nearly 900,000 more workers 
employed in the private sector than before re-
cession-related job losses began in early 
2008. The unemployment rate has fallen by 
3.9 percentage points since its peak of 10.0 
percent in October 2009 and currently stands 
at 6.1 percent—its lowest level since Sep-
tember 2008. Real GDP has grown 10.2 per-
cent since its trough in 2009, and now stands 
5.5 percent higher than its pre-recession peak 
in late 2007. That in and of itself is news that 
the media should be discussing. 

Moreover, the housing market is recovering, 
with home prices rising, negative equity falling 
dramatically, and measures of mortgage dis-
tress improving. The S&P 500 has risen by 85 
percent since July 21, 2010 and has recently 
reached new peaks. 

However, this progress has been regularly 
stymied by a concerted effort by the Majority 
to underfund regulators’ operations, relent-
lessly pressure them to weaken regulations, 
and otherwise erect roadblocks to implementa-
tion. As a result, the progress regulators have 
made to implement the law remains precar-
ious. 

I urge my colleagues to reject this legislation 
and have a full debate on its merits. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
FITZPATRICK) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 37. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

LOW-DOSE RADIATION RESEARCH 
ACT OF 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 

bill (H.R. 35) to increase the under-
standing of the health effects of low 
doses of ionizing radiation. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 35 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Low-Dose 
Radiation Research Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. LOW DOSE RADIATION RESEARCH PRO-

GRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the De-

partment of Energy Office of Science shall 
carry out a research program on low dose ra-
diation. The purpose of the program is to en-
hance the scientific understanding of and re-
duce uncertainties associated with the ef-
fects of exposure to low dose radiation in 
order to inform improved risk management 
methods. 

(b) STUDY.—Not later than 60 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor shall enter into an agreement with the 
National Academies to conduct a study as-
sessing the current status and development 
of a long-term strategy for low dose radi-
ation research. Such study shall be com-
pleted not later than 18 months after the 
date of enactment of this Act. The study 
shall be conducted in coordination with Fed-
eral agencies that perform ionizing radiation 
effects research and shall leverage the most 
current studies in this field. Such study 
shall— 

(1) identify current scientific challenges 
for understanding the long-term effects of 
ionizing radiation; 

(2) assess the status of current low dose ra-
diation research in the United States and 
internationally; 

(3) formulate overall scientific goals for 
the future of low-dose radiation research in 
the United States; 

(4) recommend a long-term strategic and 
prioritized research agenda to address sci-
entific research goals for overcoming the 
identified scientific challenges in coordina-
tion with other research efforts; 

(5) define the essential components of a re-
search program that would address this re-
search agenda within the universities and 
the National Laboratories; and 

(6) assess the cost-benefit effectiveness of 
such a program. 

(c) RESEARCH PLAN.—Not later than 90 days 
after the completion of the study performed 
under subsection (b) the Secretary of Energy 
shall deliver to the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources of the Senate a 5-year 
research plan that responds to the study’s 
findings and recommendations and identifies 
and prioritizes research needs. 

(d) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘‘low dose radiation’’ means a radiation dose 
of less than 100 millisieverts. 

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act shall be construed to subject any re-
search carried out by the Director under the 
research program under this Act to any limi-
tations described in section 977(e) of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16317(e)). 

(f) FUNDING.—No additional funds are au-
thorized to be appropriated under this sec-
tion. This Act shall be carried out using 
funds otherwise appropriated by law. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. SMITH) and the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI) 
each will control 20 minutes. 
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman 

from Texas. 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 35, the bill now under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 35, the Low-Dose 
Radiation Research Act of 2015, will in-
crease our understanding of low-dose 
radiation. This research is critical for 
physicians and decisionmakers to more 
accurately assess potential health 
risks in this area. 

I want to thank my friend, Mr. 
HULTGREN, for introducing this legisla-
tion along with Mr. LIPINSKI of Illinois. 
A virtually identical bill passed the 
House by a voice vote this past Novem-
ber in the previous Congress. 

Many Americans are exposed to a 
broad range of low doses of ionizing ra-
diation. These range from cosmic back-
ground radiation to medically-based 
procedures which include x rays and CT 
scans. However, our current approach 
of radiation safety relies on an out-
moded assumption that because high 
doses of radiation are harmful, it nec-
essarily follows that much lower radi-
ation doses are also harmful. 

This assumption is not based on a re-
liable scientific foundation, prevents 
patients from making informed deci-
sions about diagnostic exams, and can 
lead to overly restrictive regulations. 

The Department of Energy’s Low 
Dose Radiation Research Program 
within the Office of Science focuses on 
the health effects of ionizing radiation 
and helps to resolve the uncertainties 
in this area that currently exist. Un-
fortunately, this program has not been 
a priority at DOE over recent years 
and has seen systematic de-emphasis. 
H.R. 35 ensures the continuance and 
enhancement of this important re-
search program. 

This legislation also directs the Na-
tional Academies to formulate a long- 
term strategy to resolve uncertainties 
surrounding whether and to what ex-
tent low-dose radiation may pose 
health risks to humans. The bill stipu-
lates that the academies must consider 
the most up-to-date studies in this 
field of research. 

b 1400 

Finally, the bill requires the Depart-
ment of Energy to develop a 5-year re-
search plan that responds to the Acad-
emies’ recommendations. I again thank 
the gentlemen from Illinois, Represent-
atives HULTGREN and LIPINSKI, for their 
leadership on this issue. I also want to 
commend Congressmen SENSEN-
BRENNER, POSEY, BUCSHON, and CRAMER 

for joining me in cosponsoring this leg-
islation. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
bill, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 35, the Low- 
Dose Radiation Research Act of 2015. I 
would like to begin by thanking my 
colleagues from Illinois, Mr. HULTGREN 
and Mr. LIPINSKI, for introducing this 
bipartisan legislation, and I urge all of 
my colleagues to support this bill. 

H.R. 35 authorizes an important re-
search program carried out by the De-
partment of Energy’s Office of Science 
to examine the health impacts of expo-
sure to low doses of radiation, such as 
doses resulting from certain medical 
tests, nuclear waste cleanup activities, 
or even terrorism events like dirty 
bombs. This program builds on the De-
partment of Energy’s unique biological 
research expertise and capabilities, 
which led to the establishment of the 
successful Human Genome Project that 
paved the way for important break-
throughs in modern medicine. 

This bill authorizes a National Acad-
emies study to identify current sci-
entific challenges in this area and to 
help guide the program’s long-term re-
search agenda well into the next dec-
ade. A similar bill passed the House 
late last Congress with overwhelming 
support, and it is my hope that this 
will again pass and move to the Senate 
for their consideration. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. HULTGREN), the lead spon-
sor of this bill, and also a distinguished 
member of the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology. 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge support for H.R. 35, the 
Low-Dose Radiation Research Act, and 
I want to thank the distinguished 
chairman of the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology, Chairman 
SMITH, for helping me to bring this leg-
islation to the floor. 

While it may sound scary, we come in 
contact with small amounts of radi-
ation every day from the cosmic back-
ground which many Americans are 
probably unaware of. Of course, radi-
ation has been a useful tool which has 
led to innovation for medical imaging, 
like x rays and treatments. Numerous 
processes used by manufacturers in my 
home State of Illinois, for instance, in-
clude low-dose radiation to carry out 
precise and accurate measurements. 
But it is time that the regulatory 
structure surrounding exposure to low- 
dose radiation relies on sound science. 

Currently, the assumption is that be-
cause high doses of radiation are harm-
ful to human health, lower doses must 
be, too. This is similar to saying that 
jumping down one step in a flight of 
stairs is harmful to your health be-
cause we already know that it is harm-
ful to jump down an entire flight of 
stairs at one time. 

While there is little doubt that there 
is a threshold above which humans 
should avoid exposure to radiation, 
this legislation will ensure that the De-
partment of Energy’s Office of Science 
prioritizes the research necessary to 
understand what that level actually is. 
My bill directs the agency to work 
with the National Academies to formu-
late a long-term research plan to do 
this work. 

As I continue to represent my con-
stituents of the 14th Congressional Dis-
trict of Illinois, I will always champion 
the things we are doing right in Illi-
nois. Our State has a long history of 
innovation in this space. For many 
years we have led the Nation in nuclear 
power generation, and the work we 
continue to do in our national labs is 
pushing the boundaries in our frontiers 
of knowledge. 

Fermilab, in my district, helped es-
tablish neutron therapy as a viable ra-
diation treatment for many difficult- 
to-treat cancers. Harnessing the con-
tinued benefits of radiation requires 
that we clarify what the potential 
harms are. That is why I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

Ms. BONAMICI. I continue to reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, we 
have no other individuals who wish to 
comment on this bill, so we are pre-
pared to close when my friend is pre-
pared to close as well. 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman of the committee, Mr. 
SMITH, and the ranking member, Ms. 
JOHNSON, and the sponsors of this bill, 
Mr. HULTGREN and Mr. LIPINSKI. 

The bill before us today represents a 
true bipartisan effort and will help pro-
tect the health of our constituents. 
Passage of this bill is a positive way to 
start this new Congress, and I urge its 
adoption. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman from Oregon 
(Ms. BONAMICI) for her comments, and I 
yield back the balance of my time as 
well. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HOLDING). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. SMITH) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 
35. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

NATIONAL WINDSTORM IMPACT 
REDUCTION ACT REAUTHORIZA-
TION OF 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 23) to reauthorize the Na-
tional Windstorm Impact Reduction 
Program, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
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