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VETERANS DAY AND MERCHANT
MARINERS

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, next week,
Americans will celebrate Veterans Day
and honor the sacrifices of the men and
women who have served this Nation,
but one group of veterans has gone un-
recognized far too long.

In World War II, more than 200,000
merchant mariners braved troubled
seas to deliver supplies to the battle-
fields of Europe and the Pacific. They
faced enemy attack and suffered a cas-
ualty rate higher than any other uni-
formed service.

Unfortunately, the World War II Mer-
chant Marine veterans were never eli-
gible for benefits under the GI Bill and
were long excluded even from Veterans
Day celebrations. Many of these mer-
chant mariners are now well into their
eighties and nineties and have yet to
receive the honor and appreciation
they deserve.

As Veterans Day approaches, I am
calling once again on my colleagues to
pass H.R. 563, legislation that will pro-
vide the fewer than 5,000 surviving
World War II Merchant Marine vet-
erans with a one-time $25,000 payment
as a token of this Nation’s apprecia-
tion.

When my colleagues are home in
their districts celebrating Veterans
Day, I hope that what I have said today
will prick their conscience. Despite
their sacrifice, despite their patriot-
ism, one group of veterans has not been
celebrated. Our merchant mariners de-
serve so much more. It is time to pass
H.R. 563.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF FRED
THOMPSON

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker,
today, I stand to remember a much-
loved Tennesseean.

Though Fred Thompson’s roots were
in Tennessee, his service spanned far
past the borders of our State and into
the lives and homes of all Americans.
To my family and to many in middle
Tennessee, Fred Thompson was a
neighbor, a friend, and a trusted polit-
ical voice.

His passing brings great sadness to
all, especially those in his hometown of
Lawrenceburg, Tennessee, a town he
never forgot, a town and her people
that he credited with teaching him life
lessons and giving him the perspective
he carried with him throughout life.
Those small-town Tennessee lessons
helped mold him into the incredible
man that he was, with a legacy that
will never be forgotten. I appreciate all
he did on behalf of our State, our Na-
tion, and the cause of freedom.

My thoughts and prayers are with his
wife, Jeri, and all the Thompson fam-
ily. He will be missed.
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VETERANS SMALL BUSINESS
WEEK

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, I joined Lackawanna Mayor Geoff
SzymansKki, a United States Navy vet-
eran, to recognize Veterans Small
Business Week and promote startup
workshops for veterans, hosted by the
Small Business Administration.

Every year, more than 200,000 serv-
icemembers transition to the civilian
workforce, and our Nation must make
that transition as smooth as possible,
not only out of gratitude, but because
our veterans are some of the most in-
dustrious and determined citizens,
which gives them the ability to make
an outsized contribution to our econ-
omy.

That is why I support Helmets to
Hardhats, which connects veterans
with apprenticeships in the building
and construction trades; and that is
why Congress must remove the expira-
tion dates for GI Bill education bene-
fits so that veterans can receive the ca-
reer training they earned and deserve.

————

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, October
was Breast Cancer Awareness Month,
and millions of Americans joined our
fight against a disease that strikes one
out of every eight women in our coun-
try.

This issue is personal to me and the
thousands of Granite Staters who have
family and friends suffering from
breast cancer, or who suffer from it
themselves. My mother is a breast can-
cer survivor. Her courageous battle is
my inspiration in Congress.

I joined more than 180 Members to
cosponsor legislation that would en-
courage the government and private
sector to work together to find a cure.
Thanks to the hard work of Nancy
Ryan and the New Hampshire Breast
Cancer Coalition, which recently
marked its 20th anniversary, that cure
is even closer today.

Breast cancer is the second leading
cause of death among women in the
United States. Every October, we
honor and remember those who have
died and those who are living with
breast cancer. We acknowledge the
hard work of the medical professionals
and caregivers, and we recommit our-
selves to finding a solution that will
save lives.

———

APPRENTICESHIP WEEK

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to speak in recognition of the
first National Apprenticeship Week. As
always, it is an honor to join my good
friend and colleague, Representative
G.T. THOMPSON from Pennsylvania,
who will be speaking next. I want to
thank him for his bipartisan leadership
on career and technical education
issues. As co-chairs of the bipartisan
Career and Technical Education Cau-
cus, G.T. and I are committed to ex-
panding apprenticeships so that every
American has the skills necessary to
succeed in their chosen career.

While apprenticeships have been slow
to grow in the United States, Germany
and Switzerland have long been recog-
nized as global leaders in this field.
Last month, I convened a CTE Caucus
field hearing in Rhode Island, bringing
experts from German industry and edu-
cation to help spread the best practices
of a robust apprenticeship model.

I look forward to working with my
colleague from Pennsylvania and all of
my colleagues in the House to expand
these options for all students, not just
in my home State, but across the en-
tire country.

————

NATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP WEEK

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank my
good friend, co-chair of the Career and
Technical Education Caucus, Mr. LAN-
GEVIN from Rhode Island, for his lead-
ership and his remarks. I also rise in
recognition of National Apprenticeship
Week, which runs through this Satur-
day.

Training and support for those look-
ing to enter vocational fields is some-
thing that is very important to me, as
co-chairman of the bipartisan Career
and Technical Education Caucus. It is
essential that we give our workers the
training and resources that they need
to secure family-supporting jobs.

Apprenticeships are a vital part of
this effort to help workers prepare for
the jobs of tomorrow, along with the
in-demand positions that are currently
going unfilled. According to the Bureau
of Labor Statistics, the industries
which rely on apprenticeship training
are in demand, including a huge need
for certified electricians, construction
workers, and those in the health tech-
nology fields. More than 430,000 Ameri-
cans are currently participating in an
apprenticeship program, gaining the
knowledge to rise to the demands of to-
day’s workforce.

Mr. Speaker, these programs give
workers hands-on experience and lead
to much higher lifetime earnings for
those that participate.

———
VOTING RIGHTS ADVANCEMENT
ACT

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, the
right to cast an unfettered vote is cen-
tral to our democracy.

When the United States Supreme
Court invalidated key provisions of the
1965 Voting Rights Act, it invited Con-
gress to update the formula that deter-
mines which jurisdictions should be
covered. Unfortunately, while Congress
has failed to act, we have seen jurisdic-
tion after jurisdiction all across this
country attempting to erect impedi-
ments to the right to vote.

The Voting Rights Advancement Act,
introduced in this body and the body
across the Hall, responds to the Su-
preme Court’s invitation. That is why
we have labeled our legislative out-
reach strategy #restorethevote; and be-
cause elections are held on Tuesdays,
today we are launching
#restorationtuesday to organize Mem-
ber activities online, on the House
floor, and throughout our commu-
nities.

O 1230

HONORING OUR NATION’S
VETERANS

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, in ad-
vance of Veterans Day, I rise to honor
all of those who have served in the de-
fense of our great Nation.

The 24th District of Texas is home to
over 38,000 veterans. They come from
many walks of life, but they all have
one thing in common, they answered
the call to serve when our Nation was
in need.

As part of my office’s commitment to
serving north Texas veterans and their
families, we will host our Fourth An-
nual Veterans Fair this Saturday in
Grapevine, Texas.

This event is dedicated to informing
veterans about the programs and serv-
ices that are available to assist them
and their families. It is also an oppor-
tunity for our community to come to-
gether and honor our Nation’s heroes.

Thank you to all of our veterans and
active military who have put the safe-
ty of this Nation before their own. We
are forever grateful for your service
and sacrifice.

———

HONORING OUR VETERANS ON
VETERANS DAY

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, next
Wednesday is Veterans Day, a day
when we honor the brave men and
women who served our great Nation.

North Carolina is home to more than
800,000 veterans, and I have the privi-
lege of representing more than 37,000 of
them who live in the 12th Congres-
sional District.
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I am the proud daughter, grand-
daughter, niece, and sister of veterans,
so I understand the sacrifices that our
veterans and their families make.

No veteran should have to jump un-
necessary hurdles to receive the bene-
fits promised to them. That is why I in-
troduced the Veterans Benefits Net-
work Act. In the coming days, I will
also be introducing legislation to help
veterans get closer to achieving the
American Dream of entrepreneurship.

Our veterans risk their lives to pro-
tect our freedom and our democracy,
and we must all remain committed to
make sure that they have the resources
needed to make a successful transition
into civilian life.

Access to quality health care, afford-
able education, and good-paying jobs
should be guaranteed to all who serve
honorably in our Armed Forces.

This Veterans Day and every day, we
honor the selfless service and sacrifices
made by our veterans. It is my honor
to be a voice for veterans in this Con-
gress.

———

NATIONAL FARM TO SCHOOL
MONTH

(Ms. STEFANIK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate and recognize Na-
tional Farm to School Month.

The USDA Farm to School Program
fosters lifelong learning and commu-
nity building, while providing school
children with fresh, healthy foods from
local food producers.

Just this year Watertown City
School District and the Saranac Lake
Central School District in the North
Country were awarded grants for their
Farm to School projects. These
projects will encourage investment
during the academic year on locally
sourced foods, which will, in turn, sup-
port our North Country farmers. I trust
their projects will be a success, like so
many others across Upstate New York
and the country.

We need to empower our Nation’s
children and their families to make
healthy food choices through education
that not only introduces fresh produce,
but also teaches children about the im-
portance of our agricultural commu-
nities.

———

WEAR RED WEDNESDAY

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
tomorrow is Wear Red Wednesday to
bring back our girls.

Boko Haram, notorious for kidnap-
ping nearly 300 Chibok girls almost 570
days ago, has used heinous tactics to
displace 2.2 million Nigerians and Kkill
15,000 people in the region.

While our government has con-
demned these acts and offered noncom-
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bat support to the multinational joint
tasks force fighting Boko Haram, we
must do more.

Mr. Speaker, that is why I have in-
troduced H.R. 3833, to require the U.S.
Government to develop a regional
strategy to assist the multinational
joint task force and address security
issues for Nigerian school children, es-
pecially girls.

I urge my colleagues to join me as
cosponsors to this important legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, this bill was already
passed in the Senate by Senator COL-
LINS, S. 1632, and we now need to pass
it in the House.

Until these precious Chibok girls are
returned, we will continue to wear red
on Wednesdays, continue to tweet,
tweet, tweet, #bringbackourgirls,
#joinrepwilson.

CONGRATULATING PARK MAGNET
SCHOOL

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate Park Mag-
net School of Hot Springs, Arkansas,
for being named by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education as a 2015 National
Blue Ribbon School.

This highest of educational honors is
awarded yearly to both private and
public elementary, middle, and high
schools demonstrating overall aca-
demic excellence or progress in closing
students achievement gaps.

Park Magnet School is 1 of only 5
schools in Arkansas and only 335 in the
Nation to be selected this year. Receipt
of this award marks the second time
that Park Magnet has been named a
National Blue Ribbon School, the first
time being in 2009.

These achievements acknowledge and
validate the hard work of students like
Grace Shelor, faculty like Mrs. Carmen
Binns, as well as families and commu-
nities in creating a culture of excel-
lence wherein students may reach their
full, God-given potential.

It is with great pride that I congratu-
late Park Magnet School on their suc-
cess today.

————

OBAMACARE MUST BE REPEALED
AND REPLACED

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, this week I
read a story in the Houston Chronicle
about Martha Gardenier. Martha is 59.
She is a CPA. Two years ago, her bone
marrow disease became leukemia. Her
doctor said she should start end-of-life
care.

The best cancer center in our world,
M.D. Anderson, put her into an experi-
mental trial. Her cancer regressed to
grade 1. Her drug cocktail costs $10,000
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