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private property rights in our country.
This legislation will set the tone for
addressing other cases dealing with
these rights.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
protecting private property and private
property rights by cosponsoring the
Cooperative Management of Mineral
Rights Act of 2015.

LONG RANGE STRIKE BOMBER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. KNIGHT) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KNIGHT. Mr. Speaker, today, I
would like to address an issue of crit-
ical importance to our Nation’s secu-
rity: the Long Range Strike Bomber.

Since World War II, our defense has
relied on the ability to respond quickly
to any threats to our national security
anywhere in the world. The bedrock of
this strategy has always been the stra-
tegic bomber.

This past week, it was announced
that Northrop Grumman would be pro-
ducing our next strategic bomber for
future generations. Potential adver-
saries are deterred because only the
United States possesses the capability
to strike any target in the world with
precision weapons within 24 hours.

Last week, the Secretary of Defense
and the Secretary of the Air Force
made the announcement that Northrop
Grumman won the contract to build
the Long Range Strike Bomber. This
bomber will be produced in my district.
The B-1, the B-2, and now the Long
Range Strike Bomber will all follow in
the same role of being built in the An-
telope Valley in southern California.

Congratulations to the Air Force and
the men and women of Northrop Grum-
man on this contract. I have seen first-
hand the work that Northrop Grum-
man employees do in support of our
men and women in uniform at Plant 42
in my district. I am here to congratu-
late them on the opportunity to bring
the expertise and commitment to the
Long Range Strike Bomber.

This means thousands of jobs to this
country. It means thousands of jobs to
southern California, in a much-needed
area in my district where jobs are very
scarce. Both Plant 42 and the many
surrounding small businesses Northrop
Grumman will have a contract with
will have support in this area.

The road that led to Tuesday’s an-
nouncement was a long one paved with
hard work by many people in our com-
munity and State. The Antelope Valley
has long since been the home to the
aerospace industry and has built B-1s,
B-2s, all of the space shuttles, and cur-
rently builds the F-35. Naturally, it
would be a good selection for the next
bomber being built there.

On any given day, the F-22, F-35, the
F-16, B-1, or B-2 will be flying over the
Antelope Valley in their test missions.
I am confident that the Long Range
Strike Bomber will help us continue
this legacy, and I thank everyone who
has helped bring its production to our
community.
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The Air Force has called the Long
Range Strike Bomber a top moderniza-
tion priority, and there are sobering
facts behind that. Today, only 10 per-
cent of our Nation’s bomber force is ca-
pable of penetrating sophisticated ad-
versary air defense systems. The aver-
age age of our bomber fleet is 32 years
old, with most of our bombers more
than 45 years old. Only the B-2 stealth
bomber, proudly built, maintained, and
modernized in my district, can pene-
trate advanced air defenses; however,
we only have 20 B-2s.

Given Northrop Grumman’s 35 years
of expertise designing, building, deliv-
ering, and modernizing the B-2 stealth
bomber at Plant 42, I know the men
and women who work there are incred-
ibly qualified to build our Nation’s
next long-range strike aircraft.

———

WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, after a
wave of strong bipartisan opposition,
after being stayed by two Federal
courts, the administration is still push-
ing its flawed waters of the United
States regulatory expansion. However,
this week, the Senate will finally con-
sider rejecting this regulatory over-
reach.

While the administration describes
their plan as a minor clarification, it
is, in fact, the most sweeping expan-
sion of Federal regulatory authority in
our Nation’s history.

Mr. Speaker, this map of my home
State of California demonstrates ex-
actly how far the EPA’s proposal would
reach. Fully 95 percent of California,
depicted in black, would fall under
EPA’s jurisdiction, though you will no-
tice that the city of San Francisco, in
white, does not. That is because San
Francisco, the source of so much of
this excessive regulatory mindset, long
ago paved over every waterway in the
city, and who knows what is in the run-
off rainwater flowing off the streets of
that city.

It isn’t just farms that would be hurt
by the EPA’s plan. Virtually every
business and homeowner in the State
would be faced with regulation at the
whim of Federal bureaucrats under a
rule written to ensure that the EPA
has any jurisdiction anytime it wants.

Do we really believe the Federal Gov-
ernment should play a role in local
land wuse decisions, even down to
whether individual homes could be ex-
panded? This is exactly the power the
EPA claims that it mneeds. Dry
streambeds, manmade ditches, even
temporary puddles which exist only
during rainstorms are all locations
over which the EPA wishes to claim ju-
risdiction. Even Imperial County, a
desert with virtually no natural water-
ways, would fall under the EPA’s con-
trol with this plan.

Perhaps the most concerning isn’t
just that the EPA is seeking to expand
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its authority. That is the nature of any
bureaucracy, and it is to be expected
from this administration. Most con-
cerning is that we can’t even trust the
EPA with authority to regulate navi-
gable waterways it already has or to
respect exemptions included in the
Clean Water Act.

In my northern California district,
residents have experienced regulatory
actions so ludicrous that we can’t
make them up. In Tehama County, a
farmer was fined for planting wheat in
a manner that the government claimed
damaged so-called navigable waters,
which begs the question anyway: What
is or what should be determined to be
a navigable waterway? Is it a puddle or
is it something you can actually run a
boat up and down?

Never mind that the farm I men-
tioned has been recognized as a wheat
allotment by the USDA for decades or
that the farmer had simply been con-
tinuing to farm the land exactly as it
has been farmed for generations. In-
stead, government bureaucrats wanted
this activity stopped, and they used
their power to prevent this farming ac-
tivity.

In another instance, the government
used the Clean Water Act to attack a
family farm for shifting to a more effi-
cient irrigation system—yes, for shift-
ing to more efficient irrigation system.
One might think that is a laudable
goal, especially during a drought pe-
riod in California in the West, but the
government claimed this activity
would negatively impact the Sac-
ramento River, which is a full 7 miles
away from this farm and unconnected
to that farm by any waterway.

Of course, in both of these instances,
the government sanctioned farmers for
activities that are clearly exempt
under the Clean Water Act as specified
by Congress, who makes the laws. Even
in the EPA’s only early draft, they ex-
empted mud puddles, but they just
couldn’t quite leave them out. They
had to include them as well in their
regulation.

The ongoing efforts of the adminis-
tration to ignore exemptions for nor-
mal farming activities like planting
crops and maintaining irrigation sys-
tems are in clear violation of the Clean
Water Act, as written by Congress. In
fact, language I sponsored to defund
this sort of regulation of exempt ac-
tivities was passed by both Houses last
year and signed into law in December,
yet the EPA persists in its illegal ac-
tivities.

Mr. Speaker, when Congress can’t
trust Federal agencies to judiciously
use authority they already hold, when
we can’t trust agencies to follow clear
congressional direction, how can we
possibly consider granting or allowing
them even more power?

It is time the Senate joined the
House in rolling back this proposal and
remind this administration that Con-
gress writes the law, not bureaucrats.
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HONORING MAJOR JUSTIN FITCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. DUFFY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to remember Major Justin Fitch.

A son of Hayward, Wisconsin, and a
decorated Army officer, colon cancer
took Justin’s life far too soon, but not
before he made an incredible mark on
his community and his fellow veterans.

While serving in Iraq in 2007, Justin
suffered thoughts of suicide. He actu-
ally went so far as to put an M-4 rifle
in his mouth. But, thank God, he never
pulled the trigger.

When he returned home, he claimed
victory over his suicidal thoughts, but
another battle was just beginning for
Justin. He was diagnosed with colon
cancer. He waged a 3-year battle fight-
ing that disease. Despite a grim prog-
nosis, he used his attention to shed
light on a mounting issue that he knew
all too well. At the time, on average, 22
veterans were committing suicide a
day. That is about 8,000 a year.

Justin knew that something had to
be done. And so in between his chemo-
therapy treatments and surgeries, he
took part in long ruck marches. He
teamed up with veteran prevention or-
ganizations and freely gave out his
number to any soldier who approached
him who also had thoughts of suicide.
Major Fitch, fighting the battle of his
life with cancer, was also giving his
time to help save other veterans who
were suffering with suicidal thoughts.

Major Fitch passed away in his
hometown of Pleasant Prairie, Wis-
consin, on October 3. He was 33 years
old. His personal battle may be over,
but his fight marches on. As Justin
would say: “‘It’s okay to seek help. You
can get help. Look at me.”

And so, to Major Fitch, on behalf of
a grateful Nation, we are thankful for
your service and your sacrifice and
your commitment to our veterans. May
God bless you.

———

GREATER MIAMI JEWISH FEDERA-
TION KRISTALLNACHT EVENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
this Monday, November 9, marks the
T7th anniversary of Kristallnacht, the
Night of Broken Glass.

The Greater Miami Jewish Federa-
tion will be commemorating this tragic
and horrible event with a community
rally on Sunday, November 15, at 4
p.m., at the Holocaust Memorial Miami
Beach.

Kristallnacht marked the beginning
of one of humanity’s darkest periods:
the Holocaust. It serves as a solemn re-
minder of what can happen when peo-
ple allow anti-Semitism, incitement to
violence, and hatred to carry on
unabated.

[ 1045

What happened on Kristallnacht, the
Night of Broken Glass? 267 synagogues
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were destroyed. 7,500 Jewish-opened
businesses were looted and were van-
dalized. Up to 30,000 Jews were ar-
rested. Almost 100 Jews were Kkilled,
not to mention the untold number of
violent attacks that took place that
night.

And the brutality and inhumanity
only got worse from there, as Nazis
would go on to murder 6 million Jews
over the next few years because they
were members of the Jewish faith.

I plan on joining the Greater Miami
Jewish Federation on Sunday, Novem-
ber 15, to stand united with our com-
munity to vow never again.

HONORING THE DEPRESSION AND BIPOLAR SUP-
PORT ALLIANCE OF KENDALL AND CORAL GA-
BLES
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,

today I would like to honor the Depres-

sion and Bipolar Support Alliance of

Kendall and Coral Gables for sup-

porting individuals who are suffering

from these diseases in South Florida.

The stigma that surrounds depres-
sion and bipolar disorder is not only
unfair, but it discourages people from
seeking the help that they so des-
perately need.

In the United States alone, depres-
sion impacts 21 million adults. It costs
$23 billion in lost work productivity.
Depression impacts our families, our
coworkers, our neighbors, our friends.

The Depression and Bipolar Support
Alliance of Kendall and Coral Gables is
a unique, peer-directed organization
that pairs those afflicted with depres-
sion with role models who have been
down that road before to help them re-
gain stability and focus.

I want to thank everyone involved
with the Depression and Bipolar Sup-
port Alliance of Kendall and Coral Ga-
bles for being valuable members of our
community and for the important and
inspiring work that each staff member
and professional does.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 47
minutes a.m.), the House stood in
recess.

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We thank You for Your ongoing pres-
ence and sustaining grace in us all, and
Your concern for our Nation. Continue
to bless and inspire the men and

November 3, 2015

women who in the people’s
House.

May they be encouraged by any
movement that has occurred, and may
the hopes and prayers of the American
people, and indeed the world, for
healthy and productive legislation be
met with results inspired by Your spir-
it.

Forgive our failures, our lack of
faith. May the good intentions of all
acting in this Chamber be rewarded by
solutions to our struggles that benefit
our Nation.

May all that is done be for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

serve

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SAM JOHNSON) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

CONGRESSIONAL VETERANS
COMMENDATION CEREMONY

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, as Veterans Day approaches,
it is my privilege to announce that, on
Saturday, November 14, I will be
hosting my annual Congressional Vet-
erans Commendation Ceremony.

At this special event, 12 Collin Coun-
ty veterans will be recognized for their
wartime sacrifices and peacetime com-
munity involvement. These veterans
were nominated by their peers and cho-
sen by a selection board. Their stories
will be passed on to future generations.

The event starts around 1 p.m., and
our keynote speaker is Major Heather
Penney. She is one of two Air Force pi-
lots who took to the skies on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, on orders to take down
Flight 93 with her own aircraft before
the terrorism reached Washington,
D.C.

I encourage folks to come out and
show all our veterans how much we
care in a tangible and personal way. I
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