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Still, in my district and in many of 

your districts, you can go in and look 
at the community pharmacist who was 
on the square. A lot of them had lunch 
counters. A lot of them had other 
things. They sold cards and trinkets. 
What is amazing to me today is I do 
not want to see through consolidation 
and corporate work a system that has 
a fingerprint on the scale, where gov-
ernment has basically allowed this to 
happen—to start taking away the cen-
terpieces of American squares. When 
you start taking away the centerpieces 
of squares and of lots and of commu-
nities, both big and small—when you 
start doing that—then we are part of 
the problem. It is time we started edu-
cating everybody we can. 

Do you see that? 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. I do see 

that. 
I want to mention just two things. 
First of all, as an American taxpayer, 

you can imagine my being in business 
and having what we call ‘‘taxation 
without participation.’’ Here we have 
Medicare part D plans that are paid for 
and supplemented through the govern-
ment, which I pay taxes to, but my 
business is not allowed to participate. I 
am being taxed. I am paying my taxes 
and am doing what I am supposed to 
do. It is being used for a plan that ex-
cludes my business. How fair is that? I 
am not asking for anything special. All 
I am asking for is an even playing field. 

Another thing that I want to men-
tion is that I have intentionally not 
mentioned the names of PBMs. There 
are some good PBMs, and it is not the 
company that I have the problem with 
as much as it is the process and the 
model. I mean, that is very important 
to understand—we are talking about 
the model here—but I will tell you this. 
There have been numerous instances 
where companies think they are going 
to be saving money, and the PBMs 
have misled them into thinking they 
are going to save money. Let me tell 
you that these are some of the most 
profitable businesses around. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. May I jump 
in right here? 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Sure. 
Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. You may 

have heard this. 
I agree with you in that there are 

some great PBMs out there that do 
work. We are not just saying PBMs in 
general. 

The other thing that bothers me is— 
and I have heard this from my phar-
macist, and you, I know, have experi-
enced this, and we have talked about 
it, and Mr. LOEBSACK has as well—my 
pharmacists, my community phar-
macists, are scared to say something. 
They are scared to talk about what is 
actually going on because they are 
scared their contracts will get can-
celed. They are scared that they will 
get another audit. 

I am sorry. I am not a pharmacist. 
You can’t audit me, and I am going to 
stand here and talk about it for the 
pharmacists because they can’t. That 

is wrong. Anybody who wants to say 
that that is right, I do not understand 
that; but when you have got phar-
macists who are just honest, hard-
working people who are trying to run 
independent businesses and when they 
are scared to talk about their vendors 
to work a workable plan, what are we 
doing here? This should be easy. 

Mr. LOEBSACK. It doesn’t serve any 
of us. It certainly doesn’t serve any of 
us in the end, because those folks are 
the ones who are serving us, and if they 
are suppressed—if their voices cannot 
be heard—that stifles competition. It 
goes back to the market. It stifles com-
petition, and that is not good for any 
of us in the end. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. When 
things change and when they say that 
we can’t give input because we are 
scared, that is just a problem. 

We are coming up on our time of 
closing. 

Any last comments, Mr. LOEBSACK? 
Mr. LOEBSACK. Yes. 
Thank you, Mr. COLLINS. Thanks 

again for inviting me and Mr. CARTER. 
I really do appreciate this. 

As always, Mr. CARTER, I have 
learned something tonight from a phar-
macist—I always do—and I really ap-
preciate your comments. 

I just want to touch upon sort of the 
issue of the city square. That is so im-
portant for so many of our rural dis-
tricts, as you folks know all too well. 
It is kind of hard to explain that to our 
more urban colleagues, but we have to 
do the best that we can. A pharmacy is 
so absolutely critical for the economy 
of a small community. Yes, it is abso-
lutely critical and necessary to serve 
the population in the area, but it is im-
portant for the economy as well. 

We have a pharmacy—Mahaska Drug 
in Oskaloosa, Iowa. It is off the square 
a little bit, but it is such an important 
institution in its own right. Every 
Christmas, they have wonderful deco-
rations, and they have things to sell 
for Christmas. I mean, people come to 
depend upon them to do the kinds of 
things they have done in providing not 
just the pharmacy services but other 
things as well. If they were to go under 
as a pharmacy, I am not at all sure 
that they would survive, and that com-
munity would suffer as a result. Folks’ 
choices would be lessened. Their tradi-
tion would be hurt. It would be a dis-
aster in many ways for so many of our 
local communities if those pharmacies 
were to close down. 

I, for one, am with you. I am not 
willing to accept that. I am going to 
fight as hard as I possibly can with 
you, and we are going to do it together, 
holding hands across the aisle, which, 
as you know, doesn’t get done a lot 
around here; but when we can come to-
gether, I think it is important for us to 
do that. So thanks again for organizing 
this tonight. I appreciate it. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. CAR-
TER, would you like to add just a cou-
ple of things? 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. I will very 
quickly. 

First of all, again, I want to thank 
you, Representative COLLINS and my 
colleagues—all of you—for partici-
pating in this. This has been a great 
exercise. 

Among my proudest possessions are 
the plaques that the baseball teams 
give you every year whenever you 
sponsor a team, and I have got a wall 
that is just filled with them. Patients 
come in all the time. ‘‘There I am. I 
played ball. That was the team I was 
on,’’ and they point toward it. It was 
the Carter’s Pharmacy team. 

I want to ask you: How many PBMs 
have you seen sponsoring Little League 
Baseball teams? I mean, seriously. 

Folks, we are talking about some-
thing that is essential to our commu-
nities, and this is a dire situation. I am 
telling you. If this is not fixed soon, 
you are going to see a whole profession 
of community pharmacies going by the 
wayside. This is a matter of survival 
here. 

Again, we are not asking for a gov-
ernment handout. All we are asking for 
is to be able to compete. It is to be able 
to compete in a fair market, in a free 
market, on a level playing field. Ulti-
mately, the loser here is going to be 
the patient. If we allow this to happen 
and community pharmacies go away, 
the ones who are going to suffer are 
going to be the patients. 

Thank you again for this. I can’t tell 
you how proud I am of my profession, a 
profession that I chose years ago when 
I was in high school and when I was a 
delivery driver. After I realized I was 
not going to be the athlete that I want-
ed to be, I decided it was time to get 
serious and decide on a profession. I 
did, and I could not be any prouder 
than the profession I chose of profes-
sional pharmacy. Thank you. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. I thank all 
of my colleagues for coming here to-
night. 

I am going to go back to where we 
started: Live your ‘‘why.’’ Live your 
‘‘why.’’ That is all we are asking. Our 
independent pharmacists and our com-
munity pharmacists are just simply 
saying: Let us have an even playing 
field. We will play with the big boys. 
We don’t care. Just let us have our 
‘‘why.’’ When we do that, our benefits 
come to our communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. HUDSON (at the request of Mr. 
MCCARTHY) for today on account of 
family reasons. 

Mr. PAYNE (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today through October 23 
on account of medical procedure. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the House of the following title, 
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which was thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 1735. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2016 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 56 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, October 21, 2015, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3169. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Personnel and Readiness, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter au-
thorizing Captain William W. Wheeler III, 
United States Navy, to wear the insignia of 
the grade of rear admiral (lower half), in ac-
cordance with 10 U.S.C. 777; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

3170. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Suspension of Community Eligibility (Otero 
County, NM, et al.); [Docket ID: FEMA-2015- 
0001] [Internal Agency Docket No.: FEMA- 
8403] received October 14, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

3171. A letter from the Executive Director, 
NACIQI, Office of Postsecondary Education, 
Department of Education, transmitting the 
Department’s annual report of the National 
Advisory Committee on Institutional Qual-
ity and Integrity for FY 2015, pursuant to 
Sec. 114(e) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965, as amended; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

3172. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s biennial report to Congress entitled 
Scientific and Clinical Status of Organ 
Transplantation for 2011-2012, in accordance 
with Sec. 376 of the Public Health Service 
Act, 42 U.S.C. 274d; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

3173. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s biennial report to Congress entitled 
Scientific and Clinical Status of Organ 
Transplantation 2008-2010, in accordance 
with Sec. 376 of the Public Health Service 
Act, 42 U.S.C. 274d; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

3174. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislation, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s NURSE Corps Loan Repayment and 
Scholarship Programs Report to Congress for 
FY 2014, in accordance with Sec. 846(h) of the 
Public Health Service Act; to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

3175. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-

cy’s final rule — 2-propen-1-aminium, N,N-di-
methyl-N-propenyl-, chloride, homopolymer; 
Exemption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2015-0363; FRL-9933-98] 
received October 13, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

3176. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Air Plan Approval; 
Michigan; 2006 PM2.5 and 2008 Lead NAAQS 
State Board Infrastructure SIP Require-
ments [EPA-R05-OAR-2014-0657; FRL-9935-63- 
Region 5] received October 15, 2015, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

3177. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Protection of Stratospheric 
Ozone: The 2016 Critical Use Exemption from 
the Phaseout of Methyl Bromide [EPA-HQ- 
OAR-2013-0369; FRL-9935-69-OAR] (RIN: 2060- 
AS44) received October 13, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

3178. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Clean Air Act Redesigna-
tion Substitute for the Houston-Galveston- 
Brazoria 1-Hour Ozone Nonattainment Area; 
Texas [EPA-R06-OAR-2014-0259; FRL-9935-68- 
Region 6] received October 13, 2015, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

3179. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Approval and Pro-
mulgation of Air Quality Implementation 
Plans; New Mexico; Albuquerque/Bernalillo 
County; Revisions to State Boards and Con-
flict of Interest Provisions [EPA-R06-OAR- 
2013-0614; FRL-9935-53-Region 6] received Oc-
tober 13, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

3180. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Pyrimethanil; Pesticide 
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2015-0012; FRL- 
9935-11] received October 16, 2015, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

3181. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Poly[oxy(methyl-1,2- 
ethanediyl)], a-[(9Z)-1-oxo-9-octadecen-1-yl]- 
w-[[(9Z)-1-oxo-9-octadecen-1yl]oxy-]; Exemp-
tion from the Requirement of a Tolerance 
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2015-0442; FRL-9935-34] re-
ceived October 16, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

3182. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Texas: Final Author-
ization of State Hazardous Waste Manage-
ment Program Revision [EPA-R06-RCRA- 
2015-0109; FRL-9936-00-Region 6] received Oc-
tober 16, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

3183. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 

Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Potassium Salts of Hops 
Beta acids; Exemption from the Require-
ment of a Tolerance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2014-0374; 
FRL-9933-73] received October 16, 2015, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

3184. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s Major final rule — Petroleum Refinery 
Sector Risk and Technology Review and New 
Source Performance Standards [EPA-HQ- 
OAR-2010-0682; FRL-9935-40-OAR] (RIN: 2060- 
AQ75) received October 16, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

3185. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s Major final rule — National Ambient 
Air Quality Standards for Ozone [EPA-HQ- 
OAR-2008-0699; FRL-9933-18-OAR] (RIN: 2060- 
AP38) received October 16, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

3186. A letter from the Deputy Chief, CCR 
Division, Public Safety and Homeland Secu-
rity Bureau, Federal Communications Com-
mission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Ensuring Continuity of 911 Com-
munications [PS Docket No.: 14-174] received 
October 13, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

3187. A letter from the Deputy Chief, Pub-
lic Safety and Homeland Security Bureau, 
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Im-
proving 911 Reliability [PS Docket No.: 13- 
75]; Reliability and Continuity of Commu-
nications Networks, Including Broadband 
Technologies [PS Docket No.: 11-60] received 
October 13, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

3188. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of 
Defense, transmitting a notice of a proposed 
lease to the government of Nicaragua, Trans-
mittal No. 01-16, pursuant to Sec. 62(a) of the 
Arms Export Control Act; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

3189. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a report entitled ‘‘Report of 
U.S. Citizen Expropriation Claims and Cer-
tain Other Commercial and Investment Dis-
putes’’, pursuant to Sec. 527(f) of the Foreign 
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 
1994 and 1995, Pub. L. 103-236; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

3190. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Iran that was declared 
in Executive Order 12170 of November 14, 
1979, as required by Sec. 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and 
Sec. 204(c) of the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and 
pursuant to Executive Order 13313 of July 31, 
2003; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3191. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Somalia that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13536 of April 12, 
2010 as required by Sec. 401(c) of the National 
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and Sec. 
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
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