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PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Holy and compassionate God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

As they return from their con-
stituent visits, bless the Members of
the people’s House. Amid so many po-
litical pushes and pulls, give them per-
severance and wisdom to address those
most pressing needs for the benefit of
our Nation.

In the aftermath of severe storms,
bless those recovering from floods and
storms this past week, and bless those
emergency workers who have placed
themselves in danger’s path in service
to their brothers and sisters in need.

May we all be inspired by their he-
roic example and moved to step for-
ward in those times when we might be
called upon as well.

May all that is done today be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

———

ADMINISTRATION’S ROLE IN
RUSSIAN RISE

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, today, 1
note with great concern the divisive in-
volvement of Russian forces in Syria.
Due to the failure of this administra-
tion to articulate a strategy, Russia
has now stepped in to conduct its own
strategy, including airstrikes.

United States adversaries have
picked up on the administration’s lack
of a well-articulated strategy in Syria.
Sources say that Russian forces are
launching deliberate airstrikes on Syr-
ian groups backed by the CIA. While
conducting these contentious attacks,
Russia has violated Turkish airspace.
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NATO has warned President Putin to
halt the airstrikes, but where is Presi-
dent Obama with his warnings? If
sources are accurate, the administra-
tion has abandoned CIA-backed fight-
ers. President Obama is fearful of tak-
ing the necessary steps. But given his
failings in the region, is anyone sur-
prised by Russia’s actions?

This unrest contributes to the grow-
ing refugee crisis, putting a strain on
our own country and others to manage
the influx of refugees fleeing the tur-
moil that this administration has
helped to create.

As warned in Proverbs 28:19, ‘“Where
there is no vision, the people perish.”

———————

REPUBLICANS’ CALENDAR OF
CHAOS

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, well, last
week 151 Republicans, a majority of the
Republicans in Congress, voted to shut
down the Federal Government. This
week, another entry into this calendar
of chaos and dysfunction. We are com-
ing up on several crucial deadlines, and
so far the Republican leadership in
Congress has presented no clear plan,
no path forward.

As we approach another debt limit,
there are questions as to whether the
United States Government will default
on its obligations. There is another
highway funding expiration, another
government funding deadline of De-
cember 11, and lack of the reauthoriza-
tion of the Export-Import Bank, which
is costing the United States jobs—
thousands of jobs.

The American people are frustrated,
and rightfully so.

We may not agree on this floor, we
may not agree with the majority, but
there is no excuse for not getting your
job done. That is what I hear from the
people back home, from the American
people, a simple question: Why can’t
Congress just do its work, just do its
job?

We stand ready to work with Repub-
licans. We need a willing partner.
There is a lot of work to do for the
American people. Let’s get down to
business.

SYRIAN REFUGEES AND THE OF-
FICE OF REFUGEE RESETTLE-
MENT

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently Secretary Kerry pledged that
the United States would accept 185,000
refugees from the war-torn Syrian
area. This would be over 2 years.

America has been a generous, wel-
coming country; but I have to tell you,
while we have compassion for these ref-
ugees, Secretary Kerry’s pledge leaves
us with some grave concerns.
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The first is security. How can we
verify these refugees do not present a
threat to our national security? Syria
has proven to be a fertile recruiting
ground for Islamic extremists and ter-
rorists.

Second, the Office of Refugee Reset-
tlement has not been transparent and
accountable enough to handle the
transfers. Over the past year, I have
been investigating ORR and found that
they have not been filing annual re-
ports on their activities as required by
law. In addition, there is evidence of
widespread abuse of refugees, including
children, who are improperly handled
by the ORR. In many instances, a fail-
ure to refer the abuse to the FBI has
allowed child abusers to walk free.

The curtain must be pulled back
completely on the ORR’s operations be-
fore we can trust it with a responsi-
bility as serious as settling Syrian ref-
ugees in the U.S. We must find the deli-
cate balance and protect our safety and
security.

———

SUPPLEMENTARY AGREEMENT
AMENDING THE AGREEMENT ON
SOCIAL SECURITY BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND THE CZECH REPUBLIC—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 114-64)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Ways and Means
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the
Social Security Act, as amended by the
Social Security Amendments of 1977
(Public Law 95-216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)),
I transmit herewith the Supplementary
Agreement Amending the Agreement
on Social Security between the United
States of America and the Czech Re-
public (the ‘‘Supplementary Agree-
ment’’). The Supplementary Agree-
ment, signed at Prague on September
23, 2013, is intended to modify a certain
provision of the Agreement on Social
Security between the United States of
America and the Czech Republic, with
Administrative Arrangement, signed at
Prague on September 7, 2007, and en-
tered into force January 1, 2009 (the
“U.S.-Czech Social Security Agree-
ment’’).

The U.S.-Czech Social Security
Agreement as amended by the Supple-
mentary Agreement is similar in objec-
tive to the social security agreements
already in force with most European
Union countries, Australia, Canada,
Chile, Japan, Norway, and the Republic
of Korea. Such bilateral agreements
provide for limited coordination be-
tween the United States and foreign so-
cial security systems to eliminate dual
social security coverage and taxation,
and to help prevent the lost benefit
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protection that can occur when work-
ers divide their careers between two
countries.

The Supplementary Agreement
amends the U.S.-Czech Social Security
Agreement to account for a new Czech
domestic health insurance law, which
was enacted subsequent to the signing
of the TU.S.-Czech Social Security
Agreement in 2007. By including the
health insurance law within the scope
of the U.S.-Czech Social Security
Agreement, this amendment will ex-
empt U.S. citizen workers and multi-
national companies from contributing
to the Czech health insurance system,
when such workers otherwise meet all
of the ordinary criteria for such an ex-
emption.

The U.S.-Czech Social Security
Agreement, as amended, will continue
to contain all provisions mandated by
section 233 of the Social Security Act
and other provisions that I deem appro-
priate to carry out the purposes of sec-
tion 233, pursuant to section 233(c)(4) of
the Social Security Act.

I also transmit for the information of
the Congress a report required by sec-
tion 233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act
on the estimated number of individuals
who will be affected by the Supple-
mentary Agreement and its estimated
cost effect. The Department of State
and the Social Security Administra-
tion have recommended the Supple-
mentary Agreement and related docu-
ments to me.

I commend the Supplementary
Agreement to the U.S.-Czech Social Se-
curity Agreement and related docu-
ments.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, October 6, 2015.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
O 1601
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HARRIS) at 4 o’clock and
1 minute p.m.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 6, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
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tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Oc-
tober 6, 2015 at 2:59 p.m.:

Appointment:

Social Security Advisory Board.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

CHILD SUPPORT ASSISTANCE ACT
OF 2015

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2091) to amend the Fair Cred-
it Reporting Act to clarify the ability
to request consumer reports in certain
cases to establish and enforce child
support payments and awards.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2091

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Child Sup-

port Assistance Act of 2015,

SEC. 2. REQUESTS FOR CONSUMER REPORTS BY
STATE OR LOCAL CHILD SUPPORT
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES.

Paragraph (4) of section 604(a) of the Fair
Credit Reporting Act (156 U.S.C. 1681b(a)(4)) is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘or de-
termining the appropriate level of such pay-
ments’”’ and inserting ‘‘, determining the ap-
propriate level of such payments, or enforc-
ing a child support order, award, agreement,
or judgment’’;

(2) in subparagraph (B)—

(A) by striking ‘‘paternity’ and inserting
‘“‘parentage’’; and

(B) by adding ‘“‘and” at the end;

(3) by striking subparagraph (C); and

(4) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as
subparagraph (C).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. NEUGEBAUER) and the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Mrs. CARO-
LYN B. MALONEY) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.
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Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2091. My friend and colleague,
the gentleman from Maine (Mr.
PoLIQUIN), has worked hard to build
significant bipartisan support for this
commonsense legislation. It passed out
of the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices with a vote of 56-2.

Mr. Speaker, it is important to re-
member that most child support pay-
ments are collected from noncustodial
parents through income withholding.
In order to verify income, assets, and
debt for purposes of establishing or en-
forcing child support obligations, State
and local child support agencies and
courts often request consumer reports
from the consumer reporting agencies.

State and local child support agen-
cies argue that the 10-day notice provi-
sion provides obligors with an oppor-
tunity to hide savings and other assets,
run up credit card debt, and take other
financial or employment actions to
avoid or reduce child support pay-
ments.

This bill authorizes a consumer re-
porting agency to furnish a consumer
report in response to a request by the
head of a State or local child support
enforcement agency if the requestor
certifies that the report is needed for
enforcing a child support order, award,
agreement, or judgment. The bill also
repeals the requirement of 10 days’
prior notice to a consumer whose re-
port is requested.

Mr. Speaker, this is a commonsense
piece of legislation.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

I support H.R. 2091, the Child Support
Assistance Act, because it will help
child support enforcement agencies do
their job and will make child support
payments more efficient.

When a State child support enforce-
ment agency wants to locate a parent
who is delinquent on his or her child
support payment, the agency requests
the parent’s consumer report from one
of the consumer reporting agencies.
This allows the agency to verify the

parent’s employment and income,
which are key factors for child support
payments.

Current law, however, requires the
agency to provide the delinquent par-
ent 10 days’ notice before it can even
request the consumer report from the
credit bureaus. This 10-day head start
serves no legitimate policy purpose. In
fact, the only thing it does is give de-
linquent parents time to manipulate
their financial position to evade paying
their child support obligations.

The consequences of this 10-day no-
tice requirement is that some delin-
quent parents who should be paying
child support are not paying all they
owe and the money they do pay isn’t
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