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Authorization for this important pro-
gram expires next week at the end of
the fiscal year. Today we consider a
bill introduced by Congressman TED
LIEU that will reauthorize this key pro-
gram for an additional 15 years.

The Oversight and Government Re-
form Committee approved this bill
without objection on July 22. It is a
good bill, and I would like to thank
Congressman TED LIEU for his good
work on this and his leadership on this
issue, and I would urge my colleagues
to support and pass this bill.

Further, I would also urge my col-
leagues in the Senate to take quick ac-
tion on the legislation as well. The
QFR program is vital for under-
standing our economy, and we cannot
and should not let it expire.

Again, I urge passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, earlier this year, I in-
troduced the Quarterly Financial Re-
port Reauthorization Act, a bill that
would reauthorize a vital and common-
sense program for 15 years. The Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
Reform ordered the bill reported by
voice vote in July of 2015.

I want to thank Chairman CHAFFETZ
and Ranking Member CUMMINGS for
working to quickly move this bill for-
ward prior to the program’s expiration
this year.

Since the end of World War II, the
QFR has been a closely watched prin-
cipal economic indicator used to deter-
mine our Nation’s gross domestic prod-
uct, the Federal Reserve’s Flow of
Funds account, and other vital eco-
nomic estimates.

It is conducted by the U.S. Census
Bureau based on a sample size of 12,500
companies across a variety of industry
sectors, from mining, to manufac-
turing, to information and professional
services. The end result is timely, ac-
curate data on business financial con-
ditions for over one-third of our econ-
omy that is widely used by both gov-
ernment and private sector actors.
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The program plans to further expand
coverage to over 60 percent of our econ-
omy, tracking additional sectors and
industries, such as health care and real
estate.

The Department of Commerce has
called the reauthorization of this pro-
gram a top priority, and the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau has received letters of vali-
dation from both the public and private
sectors.

The Small Business Administration
supports it as do companies such as
ProQuest, a Michigan-based global in-
formation content and technology
company, and companies such as Wells
Fargo, whose chief economist wrote in
support of this QFR and said: Good de-
cisions require good information.

At a time when our country is not
that far removed from the wake of the
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global financial crisis, we need all the
tools at our disposal to measure the
state of our economy and to chart our
progress.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, in
closing, I appreciate the work of Mr.
LIiEu. This is a good example of our
working together on both sides of the
aisle. We passed it smoothly out of
committee, and I urge its adoption
here today.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from TUtah (Mr.
CHAFFETZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3116.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
STAFF SERGEANT JOSEPH
D’AUGUSTINE POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(S. 994) to designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at
1 Walter Hammond Place in Waldwick,
New Jersey, as the “‘Staff Sergeant Jo-
seph D’Augustine Post Office Build-
ing”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 994

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. STAFF SERGEANT JOSEPH
D’AUGUSTINE POST OFFICE BUILD-
ING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the

United States Postal Service located at 1
Walter Hammond Place in Waldwick, New
Jersey, shall be known and designated as the
‘“‘Staff Sergeant Joseph D’Augustine Post Of-
fice Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Joseph
D’Augustine Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. CHAFFETZ) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. TED LIEU)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous materials on the
bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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While this is a Senate bill, there is
nobody who has been more passionate
and excited and dedicated to getting
this done than Mr. GARRETT of New
Jersey.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT).

Mr. GARRETT. I thank the chairman
for helping us to usher this legislation
through today. I very much appreciate
it.

Mr. Speaker, today I stand before the
House to honor the life and the legacy
of one of New Jersey’s sons, Staff Ser-
geant Joseph D’Augustine of Waldwick,
New Jersey.

Staff Sergeant D’Augustine was
killed more than 3 years ago—that was
back on March 27, 2012—while con-
ducting combat operations in Afghani-
stan. In the greatest possible act of
self-sacrifice, he gave his life while pro-
tecting the lives of men and women in
uniform. He was just 29 years old.

Today it is fitting that this House
will honor him by passing legislation
to designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service, located at 1 Wal-
ter Hammond Place in Waldwick, New
Jersey, as the Staff Sergeant Joseph
D’Augustine Post Office Building.

While nothing will ever heal the loss
left by Staff Sergeant D’Augustine to
his family, to his friends, and to his
community, today’s vote will ensure
that all of the residents of this town
will have a permanent reminder of the
ultimate sacrifice made by one of their
native sons.

To protect our freedom, to protect
our liberty, to protect our way of life,
a few brave men and women have an-
swered that call of duty. They stand—
and have stood—between us here in the
United States and those who would do
us harm. So I am privileged to come
here and stand before this House to
honor one of those men today.

You see, it was just one day after
graduating from Waldwick High School
in 2001 that Staff Sergeant D’Augustine
enlisted in the United States Marine
Corps.

He was assigned then to the 8th Engi-
neer Support Battalion, 2nd Marine Lo-
gistics Group, 2nd Marine Expedi-
tionary Force. He had served two full
tours of duty in Iraq and was just 2
weeks away from completing his sec-
ond tour of duty in Afghanistan.

He worked as something called an ex-
plosive ordnance disposal tech, and he
was going ahead of his fellow marines,
soldiers, sailors, and airmen. He was
the one clearing the way for them. Al-
though we will never know the number
of lives that he saved, I think his nu-
merous awards speak for his selfless
heroism.

He was awarded the Bronze Star with
Valor, the Purple Heart, the Navy and
Marine Commendation Medal, the
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement
Medal, the Combat Action Ribbon, the
Good Conduct Medal, the National De-
fense Service Medal, the Afghanistan
Campaign Medal, the Iraq Campaign
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Medal, the Global War on Terrorism
Medal, the Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal, the Korean Defense
Service Medal, the Humanitarian Serv-
ice Medal, and the NATO-ISAF Medal.
I think all of these speak of his selfless
heroism.

Even now, after his passing, Staff
Sergeant D’Augustine’s legacy con-
tinues in his community. The Staff
Sergeant Joseph D’Augustine Memo-
rial Fund offers a scholarship to one
male graduating senior and to one fe-
male graduating senior who exemplify
the highest standards of citizenship
through strong character and dedica-
tion to community service. Since Octo-
ber of 2012, the fund has donated more
than $94,000 to numerous charities as
well as direct donations to veterans in
need.

The tremendous outpouring of love
and support for his family since his
death has provided a glimpse into the
numbers of lives that he has touched
and to the number of lives his love con-
tinues to touch.

To those who knew him best—his
parents, Anthony and Patricia; his
three sisters, Nicole, Jennifer, Michele;
and his brother-in-law, Len—he will be
remembered as a loving son and broth-
er.

To his fellow marines, he will be re-
membered as a faithful brother in
arms. To this Nation, he will be re-
membered as a patriot who loved this
country, who loved the Marine Corps,
and who gave his life in defense of free-
dom.

The Marine Corps’ motto is Semper
Fidelis, always faithful. Staff Sergeant
D’Augustine lived this motto, and his
legacy embodies it. He was faithful to
his country; he was faithful to the mis-
sion; he was faithful to the Corps; and
he was faithful to his fellow marines.

In times such as this, words do fail to
provide adequate comfort to his family
and to his friends; but it is my hope, as
I think it is the hope of us all, to know
that the prayers and gratitude of this
Nation are with them.

I want to thank my colleagues for
supporting this legislation. Again, I
thank the chairman for moving this
legislation, for ensuring that the Staff
Sergeant Joseph D’Augustine Post Of-
fice becomes an everlasting honor to
his legacy and service to our Nation.

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I am pleased to join my colleagues in
the consideration of S. 994, a bill to
designate the Staff Sergeant Joseph
D’Augustine Post Office.

A native of New Jersey, dJoseph
D’Augustine attended Waldwick High
School, where he wrestled and played
football.

Following his graduation, Joseph
joined the Marine Corps, serving two
tours of duty as an infantryman in Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom.

On March 27, 2012, while serving his
second tour in Afghanistan, Joseph was
tragically killed while working to dif-
fuse a bomb.
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Having served on Active Duty my-
self—and still in the Reserves—I want
to honor Joseph for his service and also
his family for their sacrifice and their
loss.

Joseph received a number of awards
for his dedicated service, including the
Bronze Star, the Purple Heart, the
Navy and Marine Corps Commendation
Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement Medal, and the Humani-
tarian Service Medal.

In addition to Joseph’s courageous
military service, he is remembered for
giving back to his hometown through a
youth wrestling program that he co-
founded with his father.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to honor the years that Staff Sergeant
D’Augustine dedicated to this country
and the ultimate sacrifice he made on
our behalf.

I urge the passage of S. 994.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, in
closing, you have heard today of the
passionate, deep-felt belief of our col-
league, Congressman GARRETT. It is
very appropriate to pass this bill and
name this post office after Staff Ser-
geant Joseph D’Augustine.

I didn’t know his family, but I hope
his family will know today, tomorrow,
and forever how grateful this Nation is.
People like him step up; they serve;
they answer the call of their country.

I hope we always remember that and
give pause and thanks to those men
and women who do sacrifice. So I find
it very appropriate that we would
name this post office after this young
man, Staff Sergeant Joseph
D’Augustine.

I urge the passage of this bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from TUtah (Mr.
CHAFFETZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 994.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

STAFF SERGEANT ROBERT H.
DIETZ POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1442) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 90 Cornell Street in Kingston,
New York, as the ““Staff Sergeant Rob-
ert H. Dietz Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1442

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. STAFF SERGEANT ROBERT H. DIETZ
POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the

United States Postal Service located at 90
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Cornell Street in Kingston, New York, shall
be known and designated as the ‘‘Staff Ser-
geant Robert H. Dietz Post Office Building”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Robert
H. Dietz Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. CHAFFETZ) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. TED LIEU)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous materials on the
bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 1442,
introduced by Congressman CHRIS GIB-
SON. We are honored that he is cham-
pioning this bill through the House.

I think he has the best perspective
from which to give an overview of why
it is appropriate that we honor Staff
Sergeant Robert Dietz for his sacrifice
to this country and honor him.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GIBSON).

Mr. GIBSON. I thank the chairman.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor a
member of the Greatest Generation
from my district in upstate New York.
H.R. 1442 renames the post office in
Kingston, New York, after Staff Ser-
geant Robert Dietz, who was awarded
the Medal of Honor for his courageous
actions during World War II.

Sergeant Dietz hailed from Kingston,
New York, a proud and historical city
in New York’s 19th Congressional Dis-
trict.

In March of 1945, Sergeant Dietz led
his squad on an attack of a heavily for-
tified German position while pro-
tecting a key bridge.

Under heavy machine gun fire, Ser-
geant Dietz advanced forward, clearing
enemy obstacles, providing a path for
the men of his squad and platoon.

This selfless act enabled the success
of this attack, but in the process, Ser-
geant Dietz made the supreme sacrifice
and was killed while valiantly leading
his men.

Last year I had several local vet-
erans’ service organizations reach out
to me to rename the post office in
Kingston for Sergeant Dietz. I thank
these organizations, including the
Kingston Veterans Association, Wil-
liam Forte, and Dan Joyce, for their
leadership and for their support of this
bill.

I want to thank Chairman CHAFFETZ,
Ranking Member CUMMINGS, and the
entire Oversight and Government Re-
form Committee for passing this bill
earlier this year.
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