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is no doubt that throughout his long
career in Scouting Lew has done his
best to do his duty to God and country,
to obey the Scout law, and to help
other people at all times.

This evening, Mr. Mohr is again
going to be recognized by the local
Scouting community for his decades of
great work.

As a fellow Scouter and a friend, it is
my honor to congratulate Lew on an-
other well-deserved recognition and
highlight a life of Scouting well lived.

———
O 1300

LOOMING GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we are
going to be in session next week. Nor-
mally, as you know, we have a colloquy
on the schedule. There is no colloquy
today because, essentially, there is no
schedule. We don’t know what is going
to be proposed to fund government,
which will shut down in approximately
14 days if this body does not act. Actu-
ally, it is less than 14 days. It is 6 legis-
lative days, Mr. Speaker.

The Export-Import Bank has been al-
lowed to essentially go out of business
for new loans, and we are losing jobs,
Mr. Speaker, but there is no schedule.
The highway bill on which States, cit-
ies, counties, localities, and private
sector relies for some degree of cer-
tainty, there is no schedule, Mr. Speak-
er.

I regret that we do not have a col-
loquy today. I regret that the Export-
Import Bank was not moved yesterday,
today, or is not on the schedule for
next week.

Mr. Speaker, it is time that the ma-
jority party sets forth a schedule to
make sure America succeeds.

CHANGE SENATE RULES

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, the
American people are sick and tired of
talk. They want action.

For 3 years now, Senate Democrats
have blocked votes on bills important
to all Americans. They have blindly
supported the President’s failed poli-
cies and have shielded him from having
to defend his policies to the American
people.

House Republicans have heard the
American cry for help. We fought to re-
peat ObamaCare. We fought to stop the
reckless Iranian nuclear agreement.
Once again, we are fighting to defend
the defenseless. We have passed budg-
ets that will reduce our national debt,
stop job-killing regulations, provide for
our national defense, and get Ameri-
cans working again.

Republicans control Congress. We
have better solutions to the problems
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that face our Nation. It is time for the
President to go on record for his oppo-
sition to commonsense solutions that
put America first. This can only hap-
pen if the Senate employs the nuclear
option. It is time to change the Senate
rules and force this President and the
Senate to work for the American peo-
ple instead of against them.
———

CALLING FOR BIPARTISAN
BUDGET AGREEMENT

(Mr. TAKAI asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKAI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to discuss an issue of great importance,
the need to pass a budget bill and pre-
vent a government shutdown.

I think many of us here on Capitol
Hill heard all the buzz when former
Daily Show host Jon Stewart came
into town, but what I hope is not lost
in all the excitement was his reason for
coming.

He came to deliver a message to Con-
gress to pass the reauthorization of the
James Zadroga 9/11 First Responders
Act, of which I am a proud cosponsor.
It expires at the end of this month.

Instead of working to subsidize the
health care of our courageous first re-
sponders, Congress is fixated on cre-
ating another manufactured crisis. In-
stead of providing a firefighter burned
so badly while saving a victim of the
attack of the Twin Towers or a police
officer suffering from lung cancer be-
cause of exposure to toxic chemicals
free health care and really thanking
them for their heroic sacrifices, Con-
gress again took no action.

I truly hope my colleagues recognize
the gravity of the situation and come
together to get back to conducting the
business of this Nation.

———
NATIONAL POW-MIA DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
today as National POW-MIA Recogni-
tion Day, in honor of missing service-
men and -women across our Nation.

Sadly, more than 80,000 American
soldiers ranging from World War II, the
Korean war, and Vietnam are still un-
accounted for. While we are thankful
that several nations have worked to as-
sist the United States in research and
recovery efforts, there are still hurdles
to clear when it comes to negotiations
and operations. That is why I drafted
H. Con. Res. 56, entitled ‘‘Keeping Our
Promise to MIAs and POWs.”’

This Dbipartisan, noncontroversial
resolution seeks to increase coopera-
tion with nations that we enter into
trade agreements in the research and
recovery of our unaccounted soldiers.

With so many servicemen and
-women still unaccounted for, we need
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to do everything we can to bring them
home with the honor and dignity that
they deserve.

I encourage all my colleagues to sign
on to H. Con. Res. 56.

————
ANTISHUTDOWN

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, unless we
act soon, our government’s functions
will cease in 10 days. At the end of Oc-
tober, transportation and highway con-
structions will halt. Instead, Congress
can do the right thing to create jobs
for millions of Americans across this
country.

This summer, the regular process for
funding the government broke down
because the majority couldn’t figure
out its stance on the Confederate flag.
Today, partisan extremists are threat-
ening another shutdown over women’s
health care that would be a self-in-
flicted hit to our economy.

We know that shutting down the gov-
ernment would be devastating for our
economy. Standard & Poor’s estimated
that the 2013 shutdown cost our econ-
omy $24 billion in economic activity;
so instead of flirting with the govern-
ment shutdown disaster, we should be
investing in our future.

Twice this summer, Congress did the
bare minimum by passing multiple,
short-term extensions to the highway
trust fund, mostly through accounting
gimmicks. Across the board, from
workers organizations to business
groups, there is opposition to a govern-
ment shutdown and support for long-
term investments in infrastructure.

We should get to work, making it
easier for Americans to grow their
businesses and to create high-quality
jobs instead of punishing our infra-
structure, our military, and our econ-
omy with foolish partisanship.

——

WELCOME POPE FRANCIS

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, in just a
matter of days, we will welcome Pope
Francis to the Nation’s Capital.

Pope Francis is the 266th Bishop of
Rome, following a line of succession
that goes all the way back to St. Peter
2,000 years ago. The sixteenth chapter
of the Gospel of Matthew teaches that
Jesus told Peter that he would be the
rock on whom Jesus would build his
church.

Now, for the first time in history,
Peter’s successor will address Congress.

Here is an interesting perspective:
America remains a young Nation com-
pared to the 2,000-year-old Catholic
church. While we have had 44 different
Presidents—President Obama is the
45th President because count Grover
Cleveland as the 22nd and 24th Presi-
dent—just 16 of the church’s 266 popes
have governed the church since 1776.
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The Pope’s visit offers all Americans,
Catholics and non-Catholics alike, a
chance to reflect on the great issues of
the day, including the sanctity of life,
threats to the family, religious free-
dom, economic justice, care for the less
fortunate, war and peace, and steward-
ship of the Earth.

Pope Francis’ visit is an invitation to
dialogue, and I look forward to his ad-
dress.

———

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, this week,
one of the largest employers in my dis-
trict, General Electric, announced it
would be cutting hundreds of jobs na-
tionwide due to Congress’—due to the
leadership in this House—inability to
renew the Export-Import Bank.

This politics over people and Repub-
lican dysfunction has plagued this body
since the GOP won the majority. It has
led to a government shutdown, obses-
sion with blocking the President at
every turn, and now a loss of hundreds
of jobs in my district, Schenectady,
New York.

The blame game is played all too
often in Washington and at the desks
of cable news pundits.

This, however, is a fact: hundreds of
jobs in my district are gone because
Republican House leadership decided it
was more important to appease the ex-
treme conservative flank of their own
party than to renew an agency that
creates jobs while cutting the deficit.

As the Albany Times-Union accu-
rately phrased it: ‘“This is the price tag
of a Congress ruled by drown-govern-
ment-in-the-bathtub ideologues who
have no regard for facts: 500 American
jobs bound for France, Hungary, and
China.”

I invite anyone in this body to visit
Schenectady, New York. There, they
will find families that work hard and
play by the rules and don’t expect a
handout. In this case, a dysfunctional
Congress shut down a program that
lost families in my district their jobs.
That is morally reprehensible and com-
pletely unacceptable.

Let’s do our job and not have other
people lose their job because of inac-
tion in this House.

——————

FEDERAL AGENCIES NEED MORE
OVERSIGHT

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, Con-
gress has a duty to ensure that tax-
payer dollars by hard-working Ameri-
cans are spent wisely and responsibly.
However, too often, we have seen Fed-
eral agencies that have acted in a way
that waste taxpayer money by holding
excessive conferences with extravagant
gifts, luxuries, and perks.
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We all remember the lavish Las
Vegas GSA conference that cost
$823,000 for 300 employees, including
tens of thousands of dollars spent on
gifts. The IRS spent a whopping $50
million—taxpayer dollars—on con-
ferences alone during a 3-year period.

These agencies need more account-
ability. That is why my colleague, RON
KIND, and I have introduced the bipar-
tisan TRACE Act. This legislation sim-
ply requires the head of a Federal agen-
cy who is hosting a conference to sub-
mit a summary of that event to Con-
gress for review.

This initiative will hold agencies ac-
countable. It will improve oversight
and transparency. It will save hard-
earned taxpayer money, and it will cre-
ate a more efficient and effective gov-
ernment.

———

STANDING UP FOR AMERICA

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
this Nation has a great history, and I
would ask the question: What would
Franklin Delano Roosevelt do, Presi-
dent Eisenhower, or Ronald Reagan, or
John F. Kennedy, when a question
from someone in the room attacked
and presented a mnegative attitude
about Muslims or Catholics or those in
the Jewish faith or Protestant?

Well, it happened in a townhall meet-
ing of a Presidential candidate. This
person thought that they were malign-
ing and deriding the President of the
United States when they called him
Muslim and that he was not a citizen;
yet no voice rang out in this townhall
meeting to oppose that heinous and
horrific attitude toward individuals of
the Muslim faith, who actually have
fought on behalf of the flag of the
United States of America. We malign
no people for a general issue that all of
us know we are all against, the world
family is against.

Now, I ask this Congress to likewise
fund this government because the last
time, when the Republicans shut the
government down in 2013, we lost $24
billion.

Because you are denying women
health care, you now want to defund
the government and, at the same time,
keep jobs away from the American peo-
ple by not reauthorizing the Export-
Import Bank.

Not only were 300 jobs lost, but 400
jobs may be lost by a businessman in
Kenya who was waiting for the Export-
Import Bank. He is an American, and
he had 400 jobs.

I say, Mr. Speaker, stop the foolish-
ness. Act like the history of this Na-
tion, and stand up for what is right.

——

GIVE AMERICA THE SAME DEAL
IRAN GETS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
under the President’s nuclear deal, the
United States agreed to give the
world’s largest state sponsor of ter-
rorism a billion-dollar oil boom. The
United States will allow Iran to export
its crude oil, but ironically, it still
bans exports of our crude oil.

The administration has the power to
lift the American ban on crude oil ex-
ports, but the White House seems to be
more worried about playing the Cham-
berlain and appeasing Iran than help-
ing the United States economy.

The United States is the largest
crude oil producer in the world. There
is a world demand for this oil, but the
White House will not allow exports, so
the oil stays stagnant in the ground.

This ban is one factor that has led to
70,000 jobs being lost in the energy sec-
tor in America. Exporting U.S. crude
oil will lower gas prices, create jobs,
and increase our influence worldwide.

If the President won’t act, Congress
must. It is time to stop putting the in-
terests of the mullahs and the haters of
the United States above Americans
citizens. Export American oil.

And that is just the way it is.

———
0O 1315
IN RECOGNITION OF THE
CRESCENTA VALLEY HIGH

SCHOOL JUNIOR ROTC PROGRAM

(Mr. SCHIFF asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the Crescenta Valley High
School Air Force Junior ROTC.

Under the distinguished leadership of
Lieutenant Colonel David Worley, the
Crescenta Valley Air Force JROTC is a
well-respected and integral part of the
foothills communities.

The cadets who participate in this
program truly learn the value of com-
munity service and personal responsi-
bility. It is a tremendous opportunity
for young men and women to embrace
the core values of ‘‘Integrity First,
Service Before Self, and Excellence in
All We Do.”

The cadets from the program are
among the most impressive young peo-
ple I have had the privilege to meet.
We are so fortunate to have a program
in our community that provides a
structured, vibrant environment to de-
velop future leaders.

I wish to offer my heartfelt congratu-
lations and thanks to Lieutenant Colo-
nel Worley and all the participants at
Crescenta Valley High School. I am
confident there is no program any-
where in the Nation that is a better
representative of the Air Force JROTC.
I speak for all my constituents when I
say, Job well done.

———
IF YOU WANT TO DESTROY ISIS,

YOU MUST DESTROY BASHAR

AL-ASSAD

(Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois asked
and was given permission to address
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