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to women and their access to health
care and for pointing out the con-
founding thing about defunding
Planned Parenthood, which is that we
are not even talking about abortion, as
we have already restricted that Federal
funding.

Madam Speaker, we are talking
about access to health care to under-
served women, to low-income women,
who are trying to get general wellness
checkups, who are trying to have can-
cer screenings, who are trying to ac-
cess health care.

It is Planned Parenthood that fills
that void in our underserved popu-
lations, in our rural areas. That is
where they make a critical difference.

You are absolutely right in that the
messaging that this is somehow about
something else is completely hiding
the fact that we are bringing bills to
the floor without committee hearings,
that we are not being transparent, and
that we are misleading the American
public about what this debate is about.

I am delighted that we also have an-
other champion for working families
and a great voice for the communities
he serves.

I yield to my colleague from Califor-
nia’s 36th District, Congressman RUIZ.

Mr. RUIZ. I thank the gentlewoman.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of a woman’s right to choose,
women’s health, and Planned Parent-
hood.

You see, before I ran for Congress, I
spent 9 years as an emergency medi-
cine physician. A few years ago, a 55-
year-old woman came into my emer-
gency room with a gynecological hem-
orrhage.

After we stopped the bleeding in the
ER, we admitted her for diagnosis and
treatment. Sadly, as I suspected, she
had advanced cervical cancer, and 5
months later, she died, leaving her
family behind.

Until recently, cervical cancer was
the leading cause of cancer deaths for
women in the United States. However,
over the past 40 years, we have dra-
matically reduced the number of
deaths from cervical cancer.

According to the CDC, ‘‘This decline
largely is the result of many women
getting regular Pap tests, which can
find cervical pre-cancer before it turns
into cancer.”

Madam Speaker, that is what is at
stake in this debate.

In fact, 97 percent of Planned Parent-
hood’s services are not abortion re-
lated. Planned Parenthood provides
many health and wellness services, in-
cluding STI testing, contraceptives,
and cancer screenings to over 2 million
women and men each year.

Opponents of Planned Parenthood’s
want to turn this into a debate about
abortion, but it is not. Let’s be clear.
Defunding Planned Parenthood won’t
reduce the number of abortions at all.

This is a debate about cervical can-
cer. This is a debate about breast can-
cer. This is a debate about how many
women we are going to allow to go
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undiagnosed and untreated. This is a
debate about how many women we are
going to allow to show up in emergency
rooms like mine, with terminal cancer,
too late to be saved.

In California alone, Planned Parent-
hood health centers have provided over
93,000 Pap tests for cervical cancer and
97,000 breast exams to help prevent
death from breast cancer.

Madam Speaker, Planned Parenthood
saves lives.

Here is who actually loses if Planned
Parenthood loses its funding: Women
in geographically underserved areas
lose; uninsured and underinsured
women lose; women on Medicaid lose;
and low-income women lose.

Planned Parenthood fills that access
gap and provides essential health serv-
ices to those who need it the most.
Cutting their funding will have a long-
term, devastating effect on the overall
health of women in our communities,
worsening health outcomes and health
disparities for women across our Na-
tion.

To me, this isn’t a political debate,
because I have seen firsthand what
happens when women don’t have access
to preventative care. Women die; chil-
dren are left without their mothers;
and families are torn apart.

It is for these reasons that I oppose
this misguided, mean-spirited, politi-
cally driven measure, and it is for
these reasons that I stand with
Planned Parenthood.

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. I
thank the gentleman from California
for sharing his experience as a medical
doctor and as someone who stands with
Planned Parenthood.

Thank you for joining us.

Congressman RUIZ raises an inter-
esting point about looking at our sys-
tem of health care.

Part of the proposal from the Repub-
licans is that this is easy, that we can
simply take the money from Planned
Parenthood and give it to community
health centers, but there is simply not
the capacity in the system to handle
these extra patients.

Currently, more than half of Med-
icaid providers are not offering ap-
pointments to new Medicaid patients,
but two-thirds of the States report dif-
ficulty in ensuring enough providers,
including OB/GYN care.

Madam Speaker, this hurts low-in-
come women especially hard because 60
percent of Planned Parenthood pa-
tients access care through Medicaid
and/or Title X, and 35 percent of women
view their OB/GYN as their main
source of care.

So what we are talking about here is
not abortion, but women’s health care,
preventative measures that save lives.

We know that over 90 percent of the
services Planned Parenthood provides
are preventative. We know that they
serve underserved areas.

We know that there isn’t enough ca-
pacity to see these patients in other
settings and that eliminating funding
for Planned Parenthood would mean
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over 390,000 patients would no longer
receive health care.

If all of this sounds crazy to you, you
are not alone. It is why I came down
here tonight, and I thank my col-
leagues who joined me.

It is time that we reveal the false-
hoods of this argument and defeat
these efforts—these radical efforts—
that are threatening to shut down our
government in order to defund Planned
Parenthood, which carries so much of
our healthcare system for women in
this country and especially for low-in-
come women.

It is time we stand up, debunk the
lies and the mysteries that we are
being told, and let women have the
healthcare access that they need and
deserve.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed with an
amendment in which the concurrence
of the House is requested, a bill of the
House of the following title:

H.R. 719. An act to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to conform
to existing Federal law and regulations re-
garding criminal investigator positions, and
for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 1090. An act to amend the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to provide eligibility for broad-
casting facilities to receive certain disaster
assistance, and for other purposes.

S. 1580. An act to allow additional appoint-
ing authorities to select individuals from
competitive service certificates.

—————

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 1090. An act to amend the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to provide eligibility for broad-
casting facilities to receive certain disaster
assistance, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

S. 1580. An act to allow additional appoint-
ing authorities to select individuals from
competitive service certificates; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts.
Madam Speaker, I move that the House
do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 17 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, September 18, 2015, at
9 a.m.
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OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES

The oath of office required by the
sixth article of the Constitution of the
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives,
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C.
3331:

“I, AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend
the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same;
that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; and that I will
well and faithfully discharge the
duties of the office on which I am
about to enter. So help me God.”

has been subscribed to in person and
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the
House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Member of the 114th Congress,
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C.
25:

DARIN LAHOOD, Eighteenth District
of Illinois.

———————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2803. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Personnel and Readiness, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter au-
thorizing two United States Navy officers,
Captain Shoshana S. Chatfield and Captain
Cathal S. O’Connor, to wear the insignia of
the grade of rear admiral (lower half) in ac-
cordance with 10 U.S.C. 777; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

2804. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Louisiana: Final Au-
thorization of State Hazardous Waste Man-
agement Program Revision [EPA-R06-2015-
0070 RCRA; FRL-9933-79-Region 6] received
September 10, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

2805. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; State
of Kansas Regional Haze State Implementa-
tion Plan Revision and 2014 Five-Year
Progress Report [EPA-R07-OAR-2015-0299;
FRL-9933-84-Region 7] received September 10,
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

2806. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s direct final rule — Approval and Pro-
mulgation of Air Quality Implementation
Plans; State of Missouri; Control of NOx
Emissions From Large Stationary Internal
Combustion Engines [EPA-R07-OAR-2015-
05620; FRL-9934-00-Region 7] received Sep-
tember 10, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Sec. 251; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

2807. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a report pursuant to Sec. 804 of
the PLO Commitments Compliance Act of
1989 [Title VIII, Foreign Relations Author-
ization Act, FY 1990 and 1991 (Pub. L. 101-
246)], and Secs. 603-604 (Middle East Peace
Commitments Act of 2002) and 699 of the For-
eign Relations Authorization Act, FY 2003
(Pub. L. 107-228); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

2808. A letter from the Inspector General,
Railroad Retirement Board, transmitting
the Board’s FY 2017 budget request for the
Office of Inspector General of the Railroad
Retirement Board, in accordance with Sec.
7(f) of the Railroad Retirement Act; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

2809. A letter from the Deputy Director, Of-
fice of Surface Mining Reclamation and En-
forcement, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Pennsylvania Regulatory Program [SATS
No.: PA-159-FOR; Docket No.: OSM-2010-0017;
S1D1S  SS08011000 SX064A000 156S180110;
S2D2S SS08011000 SX064A000 15XS501520] re-
ceived September 10, 2015, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

2810. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Exchange of Flatfish
in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Man-
agement Area [Docket No.: 141021887-5172-02]
(RIN: 0648-XE023) received September 8, 2015,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

2811. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel in
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manage-
ment Area [Docket No.: 141021887-5172-02]
(RIN: 0648-XD996) received September 8, 2015,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

2812. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Atlantic Bluefish Fishery; 2015 At-
lantic Bluefish Specifications [Docket No.:
150126074-5655-02] (RIN: 0648-XD742) received
September 8, 2015, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

2813. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries off West Coast States; High-
ly Migratory Fisheries; California Swordfish
Drift Gillnet Fishery; Vessel Monitoring
System Requirements [Docket No.: 140528460-
5498-03] (RIN: 0648-BE25) received September
8, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

2814. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern
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United States; Northeast Multispecies Fish-
ery; Trimester Total Allowable Catch Area
Closure for the Common Pool Fishery [Dock-
et No.: 150105004-5355-01] (RIN: 0648-XE073) re-
ceived September 10, 2015, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

2815. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — International Fisheries; Pa-
cific Tuna Fisheries; 2015 Bigeye Tuna
Longline Fishery Closure in the Eastern Pa-
cific Ocean [Docket No.: 130717632-4285-02]
(RIN: 0648-XE085) received September 10,
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

2816. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMF'S, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Coral, Coral
Reefs, and Live/Hard Bottom Habitats of the
South Atlantic Region; Amendment 8; Cor-
rection [Docket No.: 140214145-5582-02] (RIN:
0648-BD81) received September 10, 2015, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

2817. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern
United States; Atlantic Sea Scallop Fishery;
Closure of the Mid-Atlantic Access Area to
General Category Individual Fishing Quota
Scallop Vessels [Docket No.: 141125999-5362-
02] (RIN: 0648-XE084) received September 11,
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

2818. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Atlantic Highly Migratory
Species; Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Fisheries
[Docket No.: 120328229-4949-02] (RIN: 0648-
XEO079) received August 31, 2015, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

2819. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks,
National Park Service, Department of the
Interior, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Special Regulations. Areas of
the National Park System, Lake Meredith
National Recreation Area, Off-Road Motor
Vehicles [NPS-LAMR-18708; PPWONRADE2,
PMPO0EI05.YP0000] (RIN: 1024-AD86) received
September 9, 2015, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

2820. A letter from the Senior Attorney, Of-
fice of Hearings and Appeals, Departmental
Cases Hearings Division, Office of the Sec-
retary, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Hear-
ing Process Concerning Acknowledgement of
American Indian Tribes [156 A2100DD/
AAKC001030/A0A501010.999900 253G] (RIN: 1094-
AAb54) received September 10, 2015, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added by Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

2821. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary final rule — Safety Zone; Cleve-
land National Air Show; Lake Erie and
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