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NO SHUTDOWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. NOLAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker and Mem-
bers of the House, we have 6 legislative 
days until the Government of the 
United States shuts down for lack of 
funding. 

Why? It is because the Republican 
leadership here in the House has failed 
to bring forth critical appropriations 
bills to fund the government. As a re-
sult of that, we are faced with the need 
to pass a continuing resolution to fund 
the government; yet we have leading 
Members of the Congress here threat-
ening to shut down the government 
rather than to put forth on the House 
of Representatives here a bipartisan 
bill for a continuing resolution to fund 
the government. 

Instead, we have partisan after par-
tisan after partisan legislative meas-
ures brought before the House here 
under closed rules that the leadership 
knows isn’t going to go anywhere, but 
it is introduced for the perceived no-
tion of partisan gain. 

The hard simple truth is that the 
American people want the Congress to 
put their partisanship aside and to go 
to work, start fixing things, finding 
common ground, rebuilding the middle 
class, creating jobs, and restoring the 
American Dream. They surely don’t 
want another government shutdown 
that puts people’s jobs, families, our 
government, and our national security 
at risk. 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the 
House, the Congress of the United 
States needs to come to Washington 
and to go to work. If the Congress 
doesn’t do its job and get its work 
done, then Congress shouldn’t get paid. 
The working men and women of Amer-
ica don’t get paid when they don’t 
come to work, why should the Congress 
get paid? 

That is why I have introduced the No 
Government No Pay Act to prohibit 
Members of Congress from getting paid 
during a shutdown of the Congress’ own 
creation—because people in this coun-
try, they don’t want a shutdown. 

They want to see the Congress go to 
work, find common ground, fix things, 
get things done, rebuild America with 
a transportation bill, not another kick- 
the-can-down-the-road, short-term fix. 
They want jobs with good-paying bene-
fits, not a Trans-Pacific Partnership 
agreement that sends their good-pay-
ing jobs overseas. 

The American people want accessible 
health care for our veterans, as indeed 
they should be receiving, not a trip to 
‘‘kingdom come’’ every time a veteran 
needs some medical care. 

The American people, they want to 
see protection from Social Security 
and for Medicare and the recognition 
these are not entitlements, that these 
are benefits that people worked hard 
for and started paying for the first day 
that they ever went to work. They 
surely don’t want to see those benefits 

turned over to Wall Street and to the 
big insurance companies. 

Mr. Speaker and Members of the 
House, if the Congress doesn’t go to 
work, it shouldn’t get paid. 

More importantly, the Congress 
needs to go to work and bring these 
measures under open rules before the 
full House of Congress because that is 
how you find common ground, that is 
how you get things done, that is how 
you fix things in America. 

The American people want it; they 
deserve it, and they have every right to 
expect it. 

f 

PROTECTING LIFE BY DEFUNDING 
PLANNED PARENTHOOD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. JENKINS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, like the majority of the 
American people, I was disgusted and 
angered by the recent videos showing 
Planned Parenthood officials appar-
ently willing to sell the tissues and or-
gans of aborted babies. That is right; I 
said ‘‘babies,’’ not a glob of tissue as 
some would suggest. 

I have always been unapologetically 
pro-life, and the mere thought of such 
horrific actions is beyond words. That 
is why I come to the floor today to 
urge my colleagues to support the 
Defund Planned Parenthood Act, which 
will cut all Federal funding for 
Planned Parenthood until the House 
conducts a complete and full investiga-
tion into the organization’s abortion 
practices. 

I am also pleased that this legisla-
tion will reallocate Federal funds cur-
rently being used to fund Planned Par-
enthood’s abortion services to commu-
nity health centers and other clinics 
that help provide preventative care to 
women without performing abortions. 

Women’s health is extremely impor-
tant, and it is my belief that the fund-
ing currently being used to fund 
Planned Parenthood’s abortion agenda 
will be better used by helping our local 
clinics provide vital women’s health 
services without promoting the mali-
cious practice of abortion. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that the ma-
jority of my constituents in the Third 
Congressional District of West Virginia 
want to see a culture of life promoted 
in Washington, not a culture of bar-
barity and lack of respect of life. 

My constituents deserve to know 
that their taxpayer dollars are going to 
organizations that represent their val-
ues and beliefs, not to organizations 
that are determined to push their own 
agenda that goes against the will of the 
American people. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
passage of Defund Planned Parenthood 
Act of 2015 and to promote the sanctity 
of life and listen to the American peo-
ple and my constituents when they say 
they have had enough of their hard- 
earned tax dollars being spent to pro-

mote Planned Parenthood’s pro-abor-
tion agenda. 

f 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. VEASEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address a very important 
issue that continues to trouble the 
American people, and that is the Re-
publican obsession of denying a woman 
and families’ access to certain 
healthcare services like birth control. 

Republicans’ outdated views on fam-
ily planning do nothing to empower 
women and nothing for families in 
their success in the 21st century. The 
latest round in the Republicans’ battle 
against women’s access to health care 
is, yet again, an attempt to eliminate 
Federal funding for Planned Parent-
hood. 

This debate has been riddled with lies 
and deliberate misinformation de-
signed to shock the American people, 
while needlessly demonizing one of the 
Nation’s leading women’s healthcare 
providers. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is time that 
we talk about a few things and clear up 
some issues and talk about the facts in 
this. Since its inception, Planned Par-
enthood has empowered millions of 
women nationwide by providing afford-
able access to contraception. Cutting 
off funding would cripple Planned Par-
enthood’s ability to provide this cru-
cial service for our Nation’s women. 

The two primary sources of Federal 
funding for Planned Parenthood come 
from two programs, Medicaid and Title 
X Family Planning. These programs 
were created as a safety net to provide 
low-income individuals with access to 
critical medical services that they 
would otherwise be forced to forego due 
to their high cost, such as birth con-
trol. 

Together, these programs account for 
over 40 percent of Planned Parent-
hood’s operating budget. Stripping 
these dollars would severely decrease 
Planned Parenthood’s ability to pro-
vide care for 2.7 million people that 
they serve every year. 

Let me tell you what this means. 
This means millions of the Nation’s 
poor women would not only be at risk 
of losing affordable contraceptive serv-
ices and counseling, but also their ac-
cess to breast and cervical cancer 
screenings, as well as testing and treat-
ment for STDs. 

It is important to understand that, 
for those who are uninsured, this is the 
only way to get this lifesaving care. 
This would mean 400,000 fewer pap 
smears for women, 500,000 fewer breast 
exams, and 4.5 million fewer STD tests 
and treatments nationwide. 

Let me be clear. It is not just Demo-
crats’ districts that will be affected. If 
you go outside of the Dallas/Fort 
Worth metroplex, these smaller cities 
and suburban areas and rural areas, 
those are Republican districts; they 
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have low-income women, and they will 
be cut off from this funding and this 
treatment. 

All this is at risk because of Repub-
licans’ objections to Planned Parent-
hood providing safe and legal access to 
abortions. This is less than 3 percent of 
what this organization does. In accord-
ance with Federal law, no Federal 
funds go to cover abortion services. 

Another faulty argument made by 
Republicans is that the Nation’s com-
munity healthcare centers could ab-
sorb the work that Planned Parent-
hood currently does. 

I love community health centers, and 
I appreciate the work that they do be-
cause they really do serve the under-
served, but the idea that these facili-
ties would be able to provide adequate 
services to nearly 3 million additional 
people who would suddenly be without 
care is simply unimaginable. 

Community health centers rely on 
other sources for affordable care to al-
leviate the strains of residents’ needs, 
sources like Planned Parenthood. This 
is not imagined. I have seen it in the 
State of Texas. 

I have visited community healthcare 
centers in the district that I serve, and 
they are very overwhelmed as a result 
of the void for healthcare services pur-
posely created by the Republican State 
legislature. One of the things you al-
ways hear Republicans hollering about 
is how much they want to save tax-
payers money. 

Let me tell you something. What 
happened in my State of Texas in 2012, 
Governor Rick Perry and the Repub-
lican State legislature banned Planned 
Parenthood from participating in the 
Medicaid Women’s Health Program, a 
joint initiative that saved Texas mil-
lions of dollars in Medicaid prenatal 
and delivery costs through the preven-
tion of unplanned pregnancies. 

Today, 30,000 fewer women are receiv-
ing that care, Medicaid claims are 
down by 26 percent, and Texas tax-
payers are now paying the full price to 
support the State’s community health 
centers. Republicans wasted lots of 
money. 

Where does that leave us today? I 
will tell you a lot of these antiabortion 
groups and their political allies have 
created this partisan debate by releas-
ing a series of deceitfully edited ‘‘un-
dercover’’ videos casting Planned Par-
enthood in a negative light. 

Let me tell you that these videos are 
a sham; they are lies, and they do abso-
lutely nothing to help increase access 
to the critical services that Planned 
Parenthood provides for women. 

Documents and testimony submitted 
to the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee during a wasteful and unneces-
sary investigation show that abso-
lutely no evidence exists to substan-
tiate claims that Planned Parenthood 
violated the law in any way. In fact, 
their fetal tissue donation program is 
not only compliant with Federal law, 
but goes well beyond the law’s require-
ments. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my Republican 
colleagues to cease their fruitless fight 
against birth control—because we 
know that this is really what this is all 
about—and Planned Parenthood and 
women’s health and get to the job of 
governing. 

We all want women to have access to 
the health care they need to stay 
healthy for their family because, let 
me tell you, in my family and in fami-
lies around the country, that if mom is 
not healthy, the rest of the family is 
not healthy. 

That is why I choose to put people 
before politics and stand with women, 
families, and all the people of Texas 
and America in my support of Planned 
Parenthood. 

f 

b 1045 

OUR STRATEGY AGAINST ISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. JOLLY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, 1 year ago 
this month, the President of the United 
States addressed the Nation proposing 
his strategy for a war against ISIS. He 
struggled with what the mission was. 
Were we as a nation engaging to de-
grade ISIS, to defeat ISIS, to destroy 
ISIS? And then the question arose in 
this body, at what level do we engage? 
Do we consider an Authorization for 
Use of Military Force, something that 
is proper under our constitutional au-
thority? 

Yet 1 year later, we have not consid-
ered an Authorization for Use of Mili-
tary Force. We have not had the debate 
over what is the role of this body and 
our current foreign policy and our cur-
rent national security strategy against 
ISIS. The only portion that we were 
willing to touch was the request to arm 
and train Syrian rebels; and this body, 
I believe wrongfully, authorized and 
appropriated half a billion dollars—$500 
million—to train Syrian rebels. Yester-
day, we heard from the top commander 
of our forces in the Middle East that 
there are either four or five individuals 
engaged as Syrian rebels confronting 
ISIS—$500 million, five people. 

The President’s strategy against ISIS 
has failed. ISIS continues to grow geo-
graphically, continues to be enriched. 
Russia’s hand is strengthened. Iran has 
increasing leverage every single day. 
Mr. Speaker, the architects of terror 
today are emboldened. But they are 
emboldened not only by the failure of 
this administration’s policy; they are 
emboldened by the failure of this Con-
gress to do our job. 

Where are we in this debate? Where is 
this Congress on whether or not we are 
going to consider an Authorization for 
Use of Military Force? Where are we 
today on the $500 million that has now 
trained five people? Do we stand behind 
that decision as a body? I hope we do 
not. 

The bigger question we have to ask, 
and it is a hard question: Are we a na-

tion at war today with ISIS or are we 
not? If we are, are we willing as a na-
tion to accept the human and economic 
consequences that come with conflict? 

The frustration you hear in my voice 
is the frustration we hear in the voices 
of the American people across the Na-
tion every single day. It is a frustra-
tion about what this body does not do. 
We should be having a debate over the 
Authorization for Use of Military 
Force. I don’t know how that debate 
turns out. 

Nobody wants to go into conflict. We 
don’t get to choose the threats that 
come our way. We only choose our re-
sponse, and 1 year later we have no re-
sponse. All this is through the lens of 
an agenda that we continue to fail to 
do. 

Let’s give voice to the American peo-
ple on issues like border security and 
immigration reform, on transpor-
tation, on a budget that finally bal-
ances. The frustration is not that we 
haven’t achieved these things; it is 
that we haven’t even engaged in a leg-
islative fight to begin to advance the 
agenda that is right for the American 
people. 

We are elected to be custodians of the 
public trust, and we fail that public 
trust every day we fail to consider the 
issues that are of most significance to 
the American people, to honor the con-
stitutional responsibility we have 
under article I. We have spent the last 
2 years cloaking ourselves in the arti-
cle I authority of the Congress every 
time the President overreaches, and we 
have rightfully done so; but just as we 
cloak ourselves in the article I author-
ity, we have to recognize article I 
brings responsibility. 

We have failed to honor the responsi-
bility that we have under article I. We 
have an obligation to have a very hard 
debate about whether or not we are a 
nation at war with ISIS and whether or 
not we are doing anything in the face 
of the President’s failed policy to actu-
ally confront the audible threat of ter-
ror of a regime that wishes to bring 
harm and destroy the United States of 
America. This body has failed to en-
gage in that debate. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask with the utmost 
conviction of this Member but, frankly, 
the people who give me the honor to 
represent them in this House. Let’s 
give voice to the American people. 
Let’s give voice to the people that we 
represent here in this body, and let’s fi-
nally have that debate. 

f 

WE CANNOT STAND IDLY BY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to denounce the unjust sen-
tence of almost 14 years that was hand-
ed to human rights activist Leopoldo 
Lopez in Venezuela. Leopoldo is pic-
tured here in this poster with his slo-
gan, which says, ‘‘Wanting a better 
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