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back by making sure she could register 
to vote. We have all learned what the 
Republican Party seems to be forget-
ting: Appeals to a narrow Republican 
electorate with over-the-top racism 
and below-the-belt immigrant bashing 
will not get you to the White House. 
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President Romney—oh, I’m sorry. 

Governor Romney got more White 
votes than any candidate in the history 
of the United States, but he couldn’t 
overcome the demographic reality that 
the country is more diverse and so are 
its voters. 

Appeals to racism and immigrant 
bashing are creating a predictable 
backlash in the neighborhoods of my 
district in Chicago. People are calling 
and coming into my office, asking what 
they can do to push back. 

Very specifically, those who are not 
yet citizens are asking: How do I be-
come a citizen? Those who have not 
registered to vote are asking how to 
get that done. 

In Latino and Asian communities 
and in every community that thinks 
that calling most Mexicans ‘‘rapists’’ is 
not the kind of political rhetoric that 
should go unchallenged, people are be-
coming citizens. 

My office in Chicago is known as a 
place to go if you want information on 
the citizenship process. In total, more 
than 50,000 American citizens have 
come to our office for help in figuring 
out the process. 

The demand for information on citi-
zenship has grown so much in my dis-
trict that, this Saturday, from 9:00 to 
noon, at the Instituto Del Progreso 
Latino, I will join my staff and local 
advocates and the local office of the 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices for a free workshop on applying to 
become a citizen. 

Not only will people get help in un-
derstanding the process, but we will 
also help them figure out if they qual-
ify for a fee waiver so that the $680 ap-
plication fee that people have to pay is 
not a barrier. 

Think about it. There are roughly 8.8 
million immigrants with green cards 
who have lived in the U.S. for 5 years 
or more or who have been married to a 
U.S. citizen for 3 years or more, and 
they can pass a background check and 
qualify for citizenship today. 

So what I am proposing is that, in-
stead of renewing your green card, if 
you are one of those 8.8 million people, 
and you get it for $450 for 10 years, you 
apply for permanent citizenship, with a 
fee waiver, and become a citizen for 
free. That is right. 

Apply for citizenship, and you can 
vote for whomever you want to vote 
for. You can even vote against the guy 
who called your whole ethnic group 
‘‘rapists,’’ ‘‘murderers,’’ and ‘‘drug 
dealers.’’ That kind of ugly, un-Amer-
ican attack is moving people to apply 
for citizenship and moving citizens to 
become voters. 

Mr. Speaker, today is Citizenship 
Day, and there are hundreds of citizen-

ship workshops and activities across 
the country. I am looking forward to 
meeting with the hundreds of people 
who will be working towards their citi-
zenship this Saturday in Chicago. 

The way to respond to racism is by 
voting, and in Latino and immigrant 
communities, we are getting that mes-
sage loud and clear. 

f 

OZONE REGULATIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to reject a 
proposal from the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency that would increase 
compliance measures in dealing with 
ozone. This proposal has been met with 
bipartisan opposition in Pennsylvania 
from local, State, and, yes, Federal 
elected officials. 

As a result of these regulations, 
three counties in my district—Erie, 
Centre, and Clearfield—would fall out 
of compliance with Federal law. This 
comes at a time when Pennsylvania’s 
ozone emissions have declined for dec-
ades. 

Let me repeat that. This comes at a 
time when the ozone emission levels in 
Pennsylvania have been in decline for 
decades. This is an EPA-Obama admin-
istration political solution in search of 
a problem. 

The new regulations would trigger an 
implementation procedure for counties 
which would make State and local offi-
cials answer to the EPA for basic per-
mitting and planning decisions. 

The regulations would threaten the 
State’s ability to open new manufac-
turing facilities and, by the way, the 
jobs that would go with that. They 
would threaten the State’s ability to 
expand current businesses and invest in 
new roadways. 

They would also threaten agriculture 
through restrictions on animal feeding 
operations due to emissions from ani-
mal waste, along with limits on pes-
ticide use. 

This proposal comes at a time when 
ozone emissions across Pennsylvania 
have been in decline, again, for dec-
ades. With the State’s economy still on 
the rebound from the Great Recession, 
now is the wrong time for new, strin-
gent, and, I would argue, unnecessary 
rules from the EPA that could kill 
jobs. 

The fact is, Mr. Speaker, this pro-
posal is the latest in a series of over-
reaches by the EPA, including the 
Clean Power Plan, which was an-
nounced earlier this summer by Presi-
dent Obama. 

That plan will work hand in hand 
with these proposed ozone limits to kill 
good-paying jobs and to stifle economic 
development in Pennsylvania and 
across the Nation. 

Furthermore, recent studies have 
called into question the claim that 
ozone levels lead to health issues, in-

cluding asthma, especially among chil-
dren. 

With that in mind, these proposed 
regulations, which could be the cost-
liest in the history of this Nation, may 
not have any impact on the health of 
our citizens. 

There is still time for the EPA to re-
consider the stringent regulation pro-
posals for ozone and coal power plants. 

As the Representative of a largely 
rural district which depends on agri-
culture, I understand how important it 
is that we be good stewards of the envi-
ronment. 

However, that stewardship must be 
balanced with the protection of indus-
tries and jobs, which have powered our 
communities for generations. 

f 

DROUGHT AND WILDFIRES IN 
CALIFORNIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to speak about the devastating 
wildfires that are sweeping throughout 
the Western States and, particularly, 
in much of California. 

Last week, we had over 22 wildfires 
at one time that were in various parts 
of California. Because of the incredible 
4 consecutive dry years, what once was 
a seasonal issue now seems to be year 
round. 

Obviously, the drought conditions 
facing California played a big role in 
the ability to manage these wildfires, 
and the devastation that has occurred 
as a result of that has been great. 

These last 4 years have been among 
the driest 4 years we have had, cli-
matologists say, in 1,200 years in Cali-
fornia and in the Western States. 

Over 70 percent of California is facing 
what is considered to be extreme and 
exceptional drought conditions, which 
are among the highest categories that 
you can face under drought conditions. 

California is not new to managing 
wildfires. It is part of living in that 
State as well as in other Western 
States, but these dry conditions over 
the last 4 years have made it worse; 
therefore, we need to try to figure out 
different ways to address this. 

The Rough fire in Fresno County, 
which is part of the county I represent, 
has burned over 140,000 acres. Yester-
day, finally, we got up to 67 percent 
contained. 

This fire has lasted over a month, 
and it has closed one of our great na-
tional parks, Kings Canyon National 
Park. Last week, when I was home, lit-
erally, ashes were raining on our com-
munities. Governor Jerry Brown has 
announced a state of emergency for 
northern California. 

The Valley and Butte fires have been 
significant, affecting both Congress-
man MCCLINTOCK’s and Congressman 
THOMPSON’s districts. 

Congressman THOMPSON has lost over 
600 homes, and the fires are threat-
ening thousands more. He has stayed 
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there to protect his district and assist 
with the fires. At this point, the Valley 
fire is only 30 percent contained. The 
Butte fire has taken 233 homes. 

As a result of these devastating fires, 
sadly, two firefighters have lost their 
lives, three civilians have been killed, 
and four firefighters have been hos-
pitalized due to receiving severe burns. 
Literally, we have thousands and thou-
sands of men and women who are out 
there manning these fires. 

So the question is: What should we 
do about it as these numbers, sadly, 
continue to rise? 

We need to better manage our for-
ests. We need to help alleviate and cut 
down on the fuel that is there through 
the brush that has made these fires 
spread incredibly fast in conditions 
that were never foretold. Wildfire sup-
pression and better managing our for-
ests is a key to doing this. 

The funding that we provide for nat-
ural disasters, like to FEMA for hurri-
canes and for earthquakes, ought to go 
toward putting out these fires. 

We have exceeded over $1 billion in 
the U.S. Forestry Department’s budg-
et, and we have completely overrun our 
ability to provide funding. 

Currently, money the U.S. Forest 
Service has allocated for forest cleanup 
in order to prevent fires is being used 
to put the fires out. 

We must put our political differences 
aside and pass legislation that will al-
leviate this crisis in Western States 
and in California. 

In addition to getting legislation 
passed that will provide funding for 
putting fires out, we need to put legis-
lation together that would, in fact, in 
the future, manage our forests better. 

In July, I, along with Congressman 
VALADAO, introduced legislation, the 
Western Water and American Food Se-
curity Act. 

This is part of a larger effort to deal 
with this issue. This legislation is the 
first step toward passing a bill that 
will provide additional tools for Cali-
fornia to manage drought. This bill ad-
dresses a number of solutions to fix 
California’s broken water system. 

They include improved operations 
that are governed by the latest science, 
which will allow us to move more 
water when water is available in the 
system; additional water storage ca-
pacity; increased water recycling and 
reuse; improved water efficiency; and a 
conveyance solution that minimizes 
the use of an ecosystem as infrastruc-
ture and that balances the water needs 
for all of California. 

This is but one of the tools that we 
need to address. We have legislation in 
the House, and we have legislation in 
the Senate. This fall, I hope we will be 
able to work together in a bipartisan 
fashion to pass this important legisla-
tion. 

Certainly, these wildfires tell the 
public—and the public tells us—that we 
must do something about this. It must 
be a priority that we get something 
signed into law this year, before the 

rainy and snowy seasons begin. Lord 
knows, we hope it rains and snows this 
winter. 

People in California, people in our 
valley, which has been ground zero for 
the drought impacts, and people in the 
West want Congress to act. 

I urge my colleagues to take the ap-
propriate action and pass much nec-
essary legislation affecting the drought 
conditions in California and in the 
Western States. 

f 

DAVID C. HYDE, JR. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. LOUDERMILK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, 
throughout our lives here on Earth, 
God places in our path certain people 
who influence our lives, who help shape 
who we are, and who ultimately help us 
to understand our purpose. 

A couple of years ago, I met someone 
whose optimism, faith, and valor in the 
face of difficulty has had a great influ-
ence on me, on my family, and on our 
entire community. 

I met Mr. David Hyde in 2013, who at 
that time was a small business owner 
in Cartersville, Georgia. At that time, 
I was a relatively unknown candidate 
for Congress, who was promoting the 
idea that America’s days are still 
ahead of us if we define where we are 
going and aggressively set a course to 
get there. David quickly became a sup-
porter and a friend. 

Although many had lost hope in re-
storing America’s greatness, David was 
a breath of fresh air. His patriotism 
was inspiring; his optimism was infec-
tious; and his energy invigorated me 
with a willingness to fight on. 

David and I share a vision: to restore 
our struggling Nation to one that is 
free, safe, and full of opportunity. We 
both believe that we can turn the tide 
and give our grandchildren a nation 
better than the one we inherited, but, 
of course, it will take a lot of hard 
work. 

Within 2 weeks of our introduction, 
David was given the news that he had 
esophageal cancer and that it was rap-
idly spreading. Now, after nearly 2 
years of, quite literally, putting up the 
fight of his life, the cancer is quickly 
taking David’s life. The time my friend 
has left with his wife and children is no 
longer measured in months or weeks, 
but in days. 

In realizing that any day could be 
David’s last, I recently asked: David, if 
you had the ability to speak to the 
American people, what would you say? 

Mr. Speaker, in response to that 
question, David sent me the following 
words of encouragement to give to the 
people of this great Nation. David 
wrote: 

I recently had the honor of going to lunch 
with a friend just days before he shipped off 
to join the Navy. 

As we sat enjoying our meal, I saw in the 
eyes of my friend a young man who was 

proud to be given the opportunity to serve 
his country. 

The more we talked, the more he reminded 
me of another young man who, 35 years ear-
lier, had also left home and family to join 
the Navy. The similarities between the two 
of us were not lost on me, and it reminded 
me of all that America held for a young man 
like me back then. 

While my vision of sailing the high seas 
and protecting the land of the free may have 
been somewhat jaded by the old black and 
white movies I grew up watching, the dream 
of doing something that really mattered was 
alive and real to me. While America may 
have gotten off course, the goal of why we 
served has never changed. 

We have lost many of the freedoms we once 
held, but I believe we are not so far from 
those days that, with hard work, sacrifice, 
and turning our eyes back to God, they can-
not be restored. 

My life is a living example of God’s res-
toration powers. 

It doesn’t appear God will heal my sick 
body, but I know that, in the land I am soon 
going to enter, I have already been granted a 
new body—a perfect one—which I will have 
for eternity. That, my friends, is restoration. 

Just as He will restore me, I believe He can 
restore our Nation to the greatness it once 
saw, but it will only be possible if we turn 
our affections back to Him. The road to res-
toration is not easy, as I can personally at-
test. It is hard, painful, and discomforting. 
But when your eyes are upon God, not your 
problems, the path is much easier to endure. 
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He has set out a clear plan with guidelines 
that aren’t hard to follow. As our Founders 
understood, we may have some battles to 
overcome and a wilderness to cross, but we 
must not be paralyzed by fear of the un-
known, for it is ‘‘In God We Trust.’’ 

When leading the Israelites from bondage, 
Moses had to lift his rod over the Red Sea in 
complete trust before God parted the waters 
for safe passage. He trusted God and forged 
on. 

Although he faced insurmountable odds, 
the fear of the unknown didn’t stop Joshua 
from forging on. 

During the darkest hours of the American 
Revolution at Valley Forge, Washington 
didn’t give up, but dug in and put his faith in 
the providence of God. 

Leaders who are willing to do what is dif-
ficult or even what seems to be impossible 
are the ones who carry the team forward. 

We must honor God and know that his 
plans for us include only one thing, His 
glory. If we are in it for Him, we win. If we 
are in it for ourselves, we lose. 

Just as my young friend went out to serve 
in the U.S. Navy without a clearly defined 
path or step-by-step guidelines, but fully re-
lying on his authorities to lead him, we must 
know that, if we are to return to our coun-
try’s traditional values, we need to study our 
history, find men and women willing to ad-
here to those founding principles, and tight-
en ourselves for a brighter future led by our 
intelligently chosen authorities. 

Who is your leader? 
My best advice, as a man looking back-

wards with 20/20 vision, is to decide now 
whom you will serve and proceed in a man-
ner worthy of your calling. 

David C. Hyde, Jr. 

Thank you, David, for these words of 
inspiration and hope. God bless you, 
my friend, as you forge ahead in faith 
and trust in God almighty. 
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