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JOINT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 

ACTION 

(Mr. MOULTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor today to ask a simple ques-
tion of those who oppose the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action. 

Can you show me a viable alternative 
to this agreement that will lead to 
tougher international sanctions on 
Iran and prevent Iran from acquiring a 
nuclear weapon? 

Scholars and diplomats, including 
President Bush’s Iran negotiator, Am-
bassador Nicholas Burns, have stated 
before Members of this very body that 
there is no way we will be able to keep 
Russia, China, and India in the sanc-
tions regime if we reject this agree-
ment. We tried secondary sanctions in 
1996, and they failed. Our European al-
lies have made it clear that, should the 
United States reject this agreement, 
we are on our own. 

Despite these facts, it baffles me that 
some of my colleagues have concluded 
that, by rejecting this agreement, we 
can somehow get a better deal with 
less leverage. 

No deal is perfect, especially one ne-
gotiated among adversaries, but the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action is 
the best option we have on the table 
today. This agreement puts the United 
States in a better position to confront 
the Iranian regime’s threat to world 
peace. 

f 

OPPOSITION TO THE PRESIDENT’S 
EXECUTIVE AGREEMENT WITH 
IRAN 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in opposition to the President’s pro-
posed agreement with Iran. 

Iran is the world’s number one state 
sponsor of terrorism. They support the 
murderous Assad regime in Syria, they 
support Hezbollah terrorists in Leb-
anon, and they support the Houthi 
rebels in Yemen. Iran-backed militias 
have killed American troops in Iraq. 

Negotiation is founded upon trust, 
and there can be no trust for the 
mullahs who run Iran. To quote Nobel 
Peace Prize winner Elie Wiesel: ‘‘Re-
gimes rooted in brutality must never 
be trusted. And the words and actions 
of the leadership of Iran leave no doubt 
as to their intentions.’’ 

In March, I joined with 366 of my fel-
low Members of Congress, including 130 
Democrats, in a letter to President 
Obama. We agreed that any deal with 
Iran must last for multiple decades and 
include full disclosure of Iran’s past 
nuclear pursuits with anytime, any-
where inspections for verification. This 
agreement does not meet these stand-
ards. 

For these and many other reasons, 
we must not support it. 

f 

POPE FRANCIS 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, Pope 
Francis will address this body in a 
joint session this month, and I join my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
when I say I am eager to receive the 
Holy Father’s message of peace as a re-
minder of where our priorities should 
be in our work here in the House. 

As the Pope explained earlier this 
year in an encyclical, becoming a bet-
ter steward of our environment should 
be a priority for all of us. 

The leader of the Catholic Church ac-
curately points out that it is a moral 
imperative to care for others and the 
gifts we have been given by addressing 
climate change, and addressing it now. 
It is time to work together to better 
protect our environment and build a 
culture of stewardship. 

I thank Pope Francis for his focus on 
this issue, and I hope the words he will 
share in 2 weeks ring true with all of 
us, including those who continue to 
deny climate change, both in this body 
and around the world. For having the 
wisdom to change one’s mind and 
evolve in thought is a blessing. 

I hope the Pope’s encyclical will en-
courage deniers to work with us to find 
creative ways to clean up our environ-
ment, help create jobs, and make our 
world just a little bit better and more 
peaceful for our kids and our 
grandkids. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. VICKI RUIZ 

(Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in recognition of 
Dr. Vicki Ruiz, a distinguished pro-
fessor of history and Chicano/Latino 
studies at the University of California, 
Irvine. 

Dr. Ruiz is also the president of the 
American Historical Association, and 
was most recently named a recipient of 
the 2014 National Humanities Medal. 
The National Humanities Medal is 
awarded to those who have deepened 
the country’s understanding of human-
ities and broadened citizens’ engage-
ment with history, literature, lan-
guages, and philosophy. 

This afternoon, Dr. Ruiz will be one 
of only 10 honorees from top univer-
sities to receive this prestigious award 
from President Obama. In fact, Dr. 
Ruiz is the first faculty member of UCI 
to receive the National Humanities 
Medal. 

As the first in her family to earn an 
advanced degree, Dr. Ruiz began her 
work at UCI in 2001. In 2008, she was 
named Dean of Humanities, and cur-
rently chairs the Department of Chi-

cano/Latino Studies in the School of 
Social Sciences. 

Please join me in recognizing Dr. 
Ruiz as she receives this prestigious 
award today at the White House. 

f 

RESTORE HONOR TO SERVICE 
MEMBERS ACT 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, during 
the debate on repealing Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell 4 years ago, we noted that 
gay and lesbian Americans have fought 
with distinction in every war in our 
Nation’s history, which is true. But 
while they fought to protect us, we 
failed to protect them. 

Over 100,000 Americans were dis-
charged from the military between 1945 
and 2011 solely because of their sexual 
orientation. These discharges were 
often less than honorable, which im-
pacted their veterans benefits and 
served as a rebuke to their service and 
sacrifice. 

We can and must do better. 
The Department of Defense allows 

veterans who were discharged solely 
for their sexual orientation to petition 
for an upgrade to an honorable dis-
charge. I encourage all of my col-
leagues to conduct research in their 
districts to inform veterans of this op-
portunity and to assist them in their 
applications. 

Congress should pass the Restore 
Honor to Service Members Act, intro-
duced by Senator KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND 
and Congressman MARK POCAN, to cod-
ify this opportunity for veterans to re-
move this insult from their records. 

A good and grateful Nation owes 
these brave Americans nothing less. 

f 

IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL 
(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, ever 
since the Iranian agreement’s comple-
tion, its proponents have insisted that 
the deal is based on verification, not on 
trust. That is because Iran is not a 
country that can be trusted, evidenced 
by their funding of terror, detention of 
American citizens, and past attempts 
of secretive nuclear armament. 

However, as details are continuing to 
be revealed, it is clear that negotia-
tions were, in fact, based on trust. The 
verification this agreement hinges 
upon has been entrusted to the Ira-
nians themselves, while objective in-
spections of their facilities can be de-
layed for weeks and weeks at a time. 
To top it all off, Congress still doesn’t 
have access to the agreement in its en-
tirely. 

It is entirely naive for supporters of 
this agreement to trust an unstable, 
hostile theocracy to self-certify on nu-
clear weapons when the Federal Gov-
ernment doesn’t even trust our own 
American citizens, farmers and ranch-
ers, to self-certify on farm fuel storage. 
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I strongly encourage all attempts to 

disarm Iran, but the Ayatollah’s ag-
gressive actions and statements 
against the U.S. and our allies, particu-
larly Israel, have shattered their credi-
bility in the international community. 
And the President’s threat to veto al-
terations to his deal confirms his per-
sonal commitment to his own legacy 
rather than the concerns of the Amer-
ican people and our closest allies. 

Congress cannot accept the terms of 
this agreement which empower an 
untrustworthy and hostile nation in an 
already dangerously unstable region. 

f 

b 1215 

DIEZ Y SEIS PARADE 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 50th celebration of 
the Diez y Seis parade in my hometown 
of Fort Worth, Texas. 

In 1965, Juanita Salinas and Pauline 
Valenciano both recognized that Fort 
Worth did not have a public celebration 
for Mexico’s Independence Day. To-
gether, the organization that they 
worked with began organizing the pa-
rade as a way to celebrate this impor-
tant event for the Latin American 
community. 

For the last five decades, their work 
has grown—and the celebration has, 
too—into one of the largest in the 
country for Hispanic heritage events. 
The hard work by the committee will 
be seen during this year’s parade on 
September 12, which also will serve as 
the kickoff for National Hispanic Her-
itage Month. 

I want to personally thank Juanita 
and her committee for their continued 
commitment to the Hispanic commu-
nity in Fort Worth. I wish them their 
best on this 50th year. 

f 

RULE FOR IRAN DEAL 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
the Iranian nuclear deal unacceptably 
lifts certain sanctions on individuals 
like: 

Qasem Soleimani—in the middle—the 
current commander of Iran’s Quds 
Force, who was responsible for the 
deaths of hundreds of American serv-
icemen and -women in Iraq and that is 
right now leading Iran’s efforts against 
the U.S.’ interests in the Middle East; 

Ahmad Vahidi, the former Quds 
Force commander and defense min-
ister, who is still wanted by Interpol 
for his role in the 1994 AMIA Jewish 
community center bombing in Buenos 
Aires, which claimed the lives of 85 
people; 

The former head of Iran’s atomic en-
ergy agency who was sanctioned by the 
U.N. for his nuclear and ballistic mis-
sile activities; 

Gerhard Wisser—right here—the Ger-
man engineer who facilitated the sale 
of nuclear equipment to North Korea, 
Iran, and Libya; 

Also, the former head of Iran’s nu-
clear weapons program, who has been 
described as Iran’s Dr. AQ Khan. 

Mr. Speaker, this is just a brief sam-
ple of the many people who will have 
additional resources, access, and free-
dom to continue their terror and nu-
clear weapons activity as part of this 
unacceptable program. We can and 
must get a better nuclear deal. 

f 

REPUBLICAN DYSFUNCTION 

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today because I am disgusted and 
ashamed. 

Instead of working to address our 
most pressing issues like jobs, the 
economy, long-term highway transpor-
tation funding, and a responsible budg-
et, my Republican colleagues are meet-
ing behind closed doors, scheming up 
plans that delay our work here—put-
ting our economy and our constituents’ 
jobs at risk. It is past time that Repub-
licans put the needs of the Americans 
before partisan politics. 

American businesses that have what 
it takes to compete globally are being 
left behind because of the Republicans’ 
refusal to reauthorize the Export-Im-
port Bank. 

The uncertainty placed on State and 
local governments by the Republicans’ 
refusal to put forth a long-term high-
way funding bill is unconscionable. 
Let’s not forget that we have yet to 
produce and pass a responsible budget. 
We cannot have a repeat of 2013 with 
our people out of work. 

I urge my colleagues to put partisan 
politics aside, and let’s do what we 
have been called here to do. Based on 
the latest antics, I can’t tell if I am a 
freshman in high school or a freshman 
in Congress. 

f 

IRAN 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to reject 
President Obama’s Iranian nuclear 
deal, which would lift sanctions on the 
regime before delivering any proof that 
it is acting in good faith to curb its nu-
clear program. 

I continue to have concerns that this 
deal is dangerous and will simply delay 
Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons. 
We should seek a strong deal to ensure 
that the current regime is never able 
to obtain a nuclear weapon. 

This is not what we have been deliv-
ered by the negotiators. Sanctions 
against the regime are the reason they 
came to the negotiating table. We 

should negotiate from a position of 
strength and not surrender to remov-
ing sanctions before there is proof of 
compliance. 

The President is attempting to sell 
the American public on a deal that pro-
vides billions of dollars that can be 
used to support Iran’s clandestine ac-
tivities, which will further destabilize 
the region. Any agreement must first 
advance our national security and the 
security of our allies. 

A clear indicator of future perform-
ance is always past performance. Un-
fortunately, Iran has a decades-long 
history of misrepresentation when it 
comes to its nuclear program. 

f 

JAMES ZADROGA 9/11 HEALTH AND 
COMPENSATION REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT 

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row we mark the 14th anniversary of 
the 9/11 attacks on America. 

This day will forever remain as one 
of the most somber in American his-
tory; but out of all of the horrific and 
heartbreaking stories, there are also 
stories of heroism and honor. 

In the minutes, hours, and days after 
the attacks, thousands of firefighters, 
paramedics, police, and other first re-
sponders ran into the Twin Towers, to-
ward the Pentagon, and to the Penn-
sylvania crash site. They risked their 
lives for all of us. 

Now we need to make sure we are 
still there to support them, which is 
why I am proud to cosponsor the James 
Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation 
Reauthorization Act. 

This legislation provides medical 
treatment and financial compensation 
to the first responders who were 
harmed in the 9/11 attacks. We owe 
them this with their medical bills and 
so much more. Our Nation will forever 
be grateful for their sacrifice. 

f 

A BAD DEAL FOR AMERICA AND 
THE WORLD 

(Mr. MOOLENAAR asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, suc-
cessful diplomacy requires statesman-
ship, a mutual benefit, and a commit-
ment to peace. None of these elements 
are a part of the administration’s deal 
with Iran. 

On statesmanship, this administra-
tion’s acquiescence has been met with 
Iranian hostility. Just this week, the 
Ayatollah said Israel would be de-
stroyed within 25 years. Words matter, 
and we cannot discount Iran’s dan-
gerous rhetoric. 

Where is the mutual benefit? 
Short of immediate access to a nu-

clear bomb, Iran has been given all it 
wants. It will receive billions of dollars 
it can use to fund terrorism against 
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