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House of Representatives

The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WOMACK).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 8, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVE
WOMACK to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Dear Lord, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

As the Members of this people’s
House return from a lengthy time in
their home districts, in the wake of a
great American holiday, we ask Your
special blessing upon American work-
ers, those fortunate to have jobs during
these difficult economic times and
those desiring work. May they know
and be confident of the nobility and sa-
credness of their labor.

Lord, the task facing the Nation’s
Congress is a difficult one which will
call upon each Member to consider
what is best for American workers
first. It is the challenge facing all
Americans.

Give the Members wisdom in their
work that our economy might continue
to rebound and our countrymen and
-women throughout these TUnited
States be able to provide for their fam-
ilies and to build lives we have all
come to expect for our citizens.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BURGESS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, August 5, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Au-
gust 5, 2015 at 9:18 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1138.

That the Senate passed S. 1297.

That the Senate passed S. 267.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

COMMUNICATION FROM LEGISLA-
TIVE ASSISTANT, THE HONOR-
ABLE JODY B. HICE OF GEORGIA,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Timothy H. Reitz, legis-
lative assistant, the Honorable JODY B.
Hick of Georgia, Member of Congress:

WASHINGTON, DC, AUGUST 5, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
received a grand jury subpoena, issued by the
United States District Court for the Middle
District of Georgia, for testimony and docu-
ments.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel regarding the subpoena, I will
make the determinations required under rule
VIII.

Sincerely,
TIMOTHY H. REITZ,

Legislative Assistant/Congressman Jody Hice.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, August 6, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Au-
gust 6, 2015 at 9:06 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 212.

That the Senate passed H. Con. Res. 72.

That the Senate passed S. 1523.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, August 6, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Au-
gust 6, 2015 at 9:28 a.m.:

That the Senate passed
ment H.R. 720.

That the Senate passed
ment H.R. 2559.

That the Senate passed
ment H.R. 2131.

That the Senate passed
ment H.R. 1531.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

That the Senate passed S.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

with an amend-

without amend-

without amend-

without amend-

1707.
1826.
1596.
1362.
1576.
1347.

KAREN L. HAAS.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, August 7, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Au-
gust 7, 2015 at 10:59 a.m.:

Appointments:

Commission on Care.

Congressional-Executive Commission on
the People’s Republic of China.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
ROBERT F. REEVES,
Deputy Clerk.

———

DEPUTY SHERIFF DARREN
GOFORTH—TEXAS LAWMAN

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Fri-
day, in the blistering heat of Houston,
Texas, 11,000 people, including the Gov-
ernor, attended the event; many more
stood outside. The ceremony was
broadcast live on all four local TV sta-
tions. Helicopters flew overhead. Peace
officers from the United States, Can-
ada, and the United Kingdom were
there. The city and State gave their
final tribute and respect for one of its
fallen—Harris County Deputy Sheriff
Darren Goforth.
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Darren left behind a widow, Kath-
leen, and children: Ava, 12, and Ryan, 5.

Darren was assassinated the week be-
fore while he was putting gasoline in
his patrol car, apparently targeted be-
cause he was a peace officer. He was
shot in the back of the head 15 times.
An individual was quickly captured,
and he is charged with capital murder.

Darren Goforth was a happy guy. He
loved his family. He loved his second
career as a lawman and loved working
on old cars.

Everyone liked Darren. Even a local
thief posted on social media that
Goforth was his favorite police officer.

Darren loved his kids and recently
bought his son and himself Captain
America t-shirts. Ryan, his son, wore
his t-shirt at the funeral. Deputy
Goforth was buried in his Captain
America t-shirt underneath his uni-
form.

Peace officers like Goforth are a rare
breed. They rush to emergencies and
dangers while most flee from them.
Their life is dedicated to serving and
protecting others. They are willing to
sacrifice everything for the rest of us.
Darren Goforth was that type of peace
officer.

Mr. Speaker, when the funeral was
over and the bagpipers had played
“Amazing Grace’’ and the buglers had
played ““Taps,” it started to rain, as if
the angels above were shedding tears
for a remarkable guy, Deputy Sheriff
Darren Goforth.

And that is just the way it is.

————
AMERICA’S 122ND LABOR DAY

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, Monday
marked the 122nd year that we have
honored and celebrated the hard-work-
ing men and women of America on
Labor Day.

It is also an occasion to reflect on
the tremendous progress that the labor
movement has made in improving the
lives of working families.

From strengthening pay and working
conditions to fighting for fair health
care and retirement benefits, unions
have and will always play a critical
role in growing the American middle
class.

However, we still have a long way to
go. That is why I support raising the
minimum wage, expanding the earned
income tax credit, and fighting for fair
trade agreements so that we can lift up
the millions of working families in
America still struggling to make ends
meet.

Mr. Speaker, it is simple. Those will-
ing to work should be able to find good
jobs. Through their hard work, they
should be able to improve their fam-
ily’s quality of life. That is the core of
the American Dream.

This Labor Day, let’s recommit our-
selves to building a nation and an econ-
omy where that dream is within reach
for every American.

September 8, 2015

GOLD KING MINE

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, early
last month the negligence of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency caused
the release of over 3 million gallons of
wastewater at the Gold King Mine near
Silverton, Colorado, causing arguably
the biggest environmental disaster of
this year.

While over the congressional August
work period, I was able to visit the
spill site and, with elected officials,
was able to view it for myself. As you
can see, there is still considerable ef-
fluent coming out of the mouth of that
mine as of 2 weeks ago.

Mr. Speaker, I will just ask: Has any-
one been fired? Has anyone been held
accountable at the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency for this disaster? No,
they have not.

What would have happened had a pri-
vate company been responsible for a
disaster of this order of magnitude? I
shudder to think where those people in
charge of that company would be
today.

The EPA did not follow its own pro-
cedures. It did not have proper commu-
nications equipment at the site of the
disaster. They had no satellite phone.
They had no radio.

As a consequence, they did not notify
local officials until a day later of what
had occurred at the mine. They have
also refused to answer questions about
the potential health risks in the pol-
luted water to humans and animals
downriver.

The long-term effects of the EPA’s
neglect will be unknown, but I submit
they will be significant for years to
come.

———

FRANCIS BELLAMY

(Mr. COLLINS of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to commemorate
Francis Bellamy, one of the most influ-
ential individuals from Mount Morris,
New York. Francis Bellamy is the au-
thor of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Today marks the 123rd anniversary of
the Pledge of Allegiance, which was
first published in a magazine called
“The Youth Companion” on September
8, 1892. The Pledge was initially writ-
ten as part of a campaign to put Amer-
ican flags in every school in the coun-
try.

In its original form, it read: ‘I pledge
allegiance to my Flag and the Republic
for which it stands, one Nation, indi-
visible, with liberty and justice for
all.”

In 1923, the words, ‘‘the Flag of the
United States of America’ were added.
In 1954, Congress added the words
“under God,” creating the 31-word
pledge we say every day.
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