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me, understand why we would pass leg-
islation that would, in essence, indi-
cate that we are not going to continue
supporting SSI, in fact, that we may
call for either the elimination or the
decreasing of benefits under SSI.

Do we realize, does this Republican
leadership realize, that those who re-
ceive SSI are the most vulnerable, the
poorest, the children who are in great
need, the sick who are in great need,
people who have worked and who have
fallen upon times in which they need
that kind of support? Why would we, in
the thinking of representing the core of
American values, lifting all people, be-
lieving in the equality of all, why
would we do this? And so my voice is
going to be heard loudly and clearly. I
call upon, as my Democratic colleagues
have so aptly noted, that we raise our
voices and that we get in the way and
that we stop this kind of intrusion on
those who cannot, in some instances,
speak for themselves.

I want to rise today as well to ac-
knowledge my deepest sympathy to the
people of France for the heinous and
tragic incident which has just oc-
curred. When I left, there were 12 dead,
including two police officers in the line
of duty. We pray for their families, and
we stand up against this vile act of
franchise terrorism.

As a member of the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, I am grateful to serve
on that committee with the ranking
member, Mr. THOMPSON, and Chairman
McCAUL. I hope that we can work in a
bipartisan manner to confront this
kind of dangerous terrorism, recog-
nizing that we do not label people by
their faith, but we label them by their
actions.

Might I also say that I express,
again, on the floor, a sympathy for the
tragic execution of the NYPD law en-
forcement officers. We do not stand for
that. That individual has been deter-
mined to be disturbed, crazed, and does
not represent any value of America. We
offer our deepest sympathy to those
shot recently in the line of duty. Hope-
fully we will continue working in the
Judicial Committee to look at the
criminal justice system that really in-
volves a whole number of elements,
such as the grand jury system, the spe-
cial prosecutor system, the constant
traffic stops in many instances that
are done on a racially profiled sce-
nario, and the uplifting of training and
community-oriented policing.

Mr. Speaker, we can do all of these
things if we work together, but I did
not come to this Congress to under-
mine the criminal justice system or to
undermine people who are in need.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 34
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We thank You for the joy, excite-
ment, and ceremony of yesterday when
the 114th Congress convened. It was a
celebration of the ongoing American
experiment of participatory democ-
racy.

Today begins, if not in full force, the
work of the Congress when the difficul-
ties facing our Nation, and some com-
munities especially, come into focus.
We ask again an abundance of Your
wisdom for the Members of the people’s
House.

May we be forever grateful for the
blessings our Nation enjoys and appro-
priately generous with what we have to
help those among us who are in need.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

SWEARING IN OF MEMBERS-ELECT

The SPEAKER. Will the Representa-
tives-elect please present themselves in
the well.

Mr. CROWLEY of New York, Mr.
ENGEL of New York, Mr. HIGGINS of
New York, Mrs. LOWEY of New York,
Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of
New York, Mr. MEEKS of New York, Ms.
MENG of New York, Mr. NADLER of New
York, Mr. RANGEL of New York, Mr.
ToNKO of New York, and Ms.
VELAZQUEZ of New York appeared at
the bar of the House and took the oath
of office, as follows:

Do you solemnly swear that you will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the
United States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that you will bear true faith
and allegiance to the same; that you take
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this obligation freely, without any mental
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that
you will well and faithfully discharge the du-
ties of the office on which you are about to
enter, so help you God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You
are now Members of the 114th Congress.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 6, 2015.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Under Clause 2(g) of
Rule II of the Rules of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, I herewith designate Mr. Rob-
ert Reeves, Deputy Clerk, and Mr. Kirk D.
Boyle, Legal Counsel, to sign any and all pa-
pers and do all other acts for me under the
name of the Clerk of the House which they
would be authorized to do by virtue of this
designation, except such as are provided by
statute, in case of my temporary absence or
disability.

This designation shall remain in effect for
the 114th Congress or until modified by me.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

————

HIRE OUR HEROES ACT

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the President’s takeover of
our Nation’s health care system bur-
dens small businesses and veterans
seeking jobs. ObamaCare’s employer
mandate hurts small businesses’ abil-
ity to hire employees while veterans
already face a tough job market.

I am grateful the House yesterday
passed the Hire More Heroes Act, a bi-
partisan bill to exempt veterans who
already receive health care benefits
through the VA and TRICARE from
being counted in the number that must
receive employer coverage.

This policy change encourages busi-
nesses to hire veterans and provides re-
lief to employers to create jobs. I ap-
preciate South Carolina Attorney Gen-
eral Bob Livingston working with Colo-
nel Ronnie Taylor on Operation Pal-
metto Employment to reduce veteran
unemployment from 16 to 3 percent.

Potential for employment should not
be restricted by the failures of
ObamaCare, and I am grateful one of
the first votes of the 114th Congress
supports veterans and creates jobs.

Also, God bless our troops, and the
President, by his actions, must never
forget September the 11th in the global
war on terrorism. Our sympathy to
America’s first ally, France, on the ter-
rorist attack today in Paris.
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PORT NEGOTIATIONS

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to express my hopes that the negotia-
tions between the Pacific Maritime As-
sociation and our dock workers will
improve quickly with the help of a Fed-
eral mediator.

Resolving differences between the
ILWU and the PMA is essential to the
United States’ economy because our
west coast ports support 5 million jobs
across the country and handle two-
thirds of all America’s trade. This rep-
resents 12.5 percent of our GDP.

Port workers have been without a
contract for 7 months under tense and
uncertain conditions. Reaching a fair
agreement is urgent for workers and
their families, for communities, for our
businesses that depends on goods mov-
ing through these ports, and indeed for
our Nation’s prosperity.

As cochair of the bipartisan Port
Caucus, along with my colleague TED
POE, I will do all I can to help our ports
operate smoothly and keep Americans
working.

BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT

(Mr. ROUZER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, it doesn’t
take an accountant to figure out that
our path of more spending and more
debt must change. Our national debt
has increased by more than $7 trillion
over the past 6 years, now totaling
more than $18 trillion.

That is why I am proud to cosponsor
H.J. Res. 1 and H.J. Res. 2. Both of
these bills would amend the Constitu-
tion to require a balanced budget.
Families across North Carolina and
America are required to live within
their means, and they expect Wash-
ington to do the same.

I came here with a clear mission:
work to get a balanced budget and do
my best to reduce the size and scope of
government, so that our small busi-
nesses and farm families can grow and
create jobs.

On behalf of the fine citizens of the
Seventh Congressional District of
North Carolina, I am proud to be a co-
sponsor of both of these resolutions,
and I encourage my colleagues in both
the House and the Senate to join me in
this effort.

———

NEW CONGRESS REPRESENTS A
NEW OPPORTUNITY

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, the 114th Congress of the United
States convened for the first time. This
new Congress represents a new oppor-
tunity to get to work on the priorities
of the American people.
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We have a responsibility over the
next 2 years to work together in a bi-
partisan way to create jobs, grow the
economy, expand access to affordable
education, and keep our communities
safe.

Last night, Democrats offered a new
legislative package to grow the econ-
omy by creating better infrastructure
and bigger paychecks for hardworking
Americans. Unfortunately, House Re-
publicans voted to block action on this
important legislation.

I am hopeful that this year we can
cast aside partisan differences and
work together to expand opportunities
for hardworking Americans and their
families.

This month, I will be meeting with
Rhode Islanders all across my home
State to hear about their priorities as
I develop my legislative work plan for
the 114th Congress.

By working together, I believe we
can find common ground to make this
Congress more productive than the
last, accomplish the work that we were
sent here to do, and create a brighter
future for the people we serve.

BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT

(Mr. POLIQUIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, for gen-
erations, the hardworking families of
Maine’s Second District have balanced
their checkbooks at the kitchen table.
It is time our Federal Government does
the same.

A balanced budget amendment to our
Constitution will finally force Wash-
ington to live within its means. This
discipline will help end wasteful spend-
ing and enable our government to start
paying down our $18 trillion national
debt.

That will give job creators the con-
fidence to expand their companies and
to start new ones. More jobs, more
freedom, less government dependency,
that is what we all want for our kids.

Amending our Constitution will not
be easy or quick, but we can start the
process right now. With every Member
of Congress supporting this crucial jobs
bill, an institutional discipline to
spend no more than we collect in taxes
from American families is the com-
monsense, right thing to do. It will
help ensure the financial security for
our kids and our grandkids, and it will
create jobs.

USA WARRIORS ICE HOCKEY
PROGRAM

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, one of
my greatest privileges as a Congress-
man has been spending time with some
of our country’s wounded veterans
through the USA Warriors Ice Hockey
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program. USA Warriors provides edu-
cation, training, motivation, and en-
couragement for U.S. military mem-
bers who have been injured while serv-
ing.

The same qualities that made them
successful in the military—teamwork,
perseverance, and determination—
make them inspiring competitors on
the ice.

Recently, I played with the Warriors
and the Chicago Blackhawks at a prac-
tice at Nationals Park before the Win-
ter Classic. Last week was particularly
moving because the Warriors paid trib-
ute to Clint Reif, Chicago Blackhawks’
assistant equipment manager, who
passed away on December 21st, by
wearing ‘‘CR” stickers on their hel-
mets.

Clint was responsible for getting the
Warriors new equipment when they
skated with the Blackhawks last sea-
son at Soldier Field, and many of the
Warriors considered Clint an extended
member of their team. This simple ges-
ture was a fitting tribute to Clint and
an extraordinary testament to these
veterans who have given us all so
much.

My thoughts and prayers are with
the Reif family and the entire Chicago
Blackhawks organization during these
difficult times.

———

LAUREN HILL

(Mr. MESSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to honor a remarkable young
woman from Indiana’s Sixth Congres-
sional District, 19-year-old Lauren Hill.

Last year, this Lawrenceburg native
was diagnosed with DIPG, a terminal
form of brain cancer. Since then,
Lauren has become a national symbol
of courage and hope for those impacted
by this terrible disease.

This selfless young woman inspired
the Nation last November by fulfilling
her dream of playing in an NCAA bas-
ketball game, despite having an inoper-
able brain tumor. Lauren not only
played, but scored 4 points for the
Mount St. Joseph’s Lions.

She then set an ambitious goal: to
raise $1 million for DIPG research be-
fore the end of 2014. During a telethon
on Tuesday, December 30th, she sur-
passed that goal.

I commend Lauren for her continued
courage and applaud the steps she has
taken to find a cure for pediatric brain
cancer.

Lauren, you make your community,
your State, and your country proud.

——
0 1215
MARRIAGE EQUALITY

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day, Florida became the 36th State to
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