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The independence at home dem-
onstration enjoys strong, bipartisan
support in both the House and the Sen-
ate. It passed the Senate by unanimous
consent and in the Ways and Means
Committee on a voice vote. I hope that
we do the same here. I urge everyone to
vote for this important piece of legisla-
tion.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
I have no further speakers, and I am
prepared to close.

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further speakers. I urge Mem-
bers to vote for the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
I act on the sentiment of the gen-
tleman from Washington.

I urge Members to vote for the bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
RYAN) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, S. 971.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
JDRF CHILDREN’S CONGRESS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize the Ju-
venile Diabetes Research Foundation,
the leading global organization funding
type 1 diabetes research.

This week, the JDRF Children’s Con-
gress took place here in our Nation’s
Capital. Delegates from across the
country visited my colleagues and me
to help us understand what life is like
with type 1 diabetes and why research
to fund life-changing therapies until a
cure can be found is so critical.

As part of this important event, I had
the honor of meeting Madyson Huston,
an eighth-grader at Fort LeBoeuf Mid-
dle School located in my district.
Madyson was diagnosed with type 1 di-
abetes 2 years ago and has since be-
come a tremendous advocate for JDRF.
I admire her courageous spirit and will-
ingness to fight for a cure.

I was encouraged by the recent pas-
sage of the 21st Century Cures Act, and
I look forward to working with my col-
leagues and advocates like Madyson to
advance similar initiatives that will
improve the lives and health of Ameri-
cans.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF
JONATHAN ROSADO
(Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)
Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, Jonathan Rosado
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was a model citizen who generously
shared his strong character and kind
spirit through the act of teaching ten-
nis to disadvantaged children.

Jonathan fostered the Legacy Youth
Tennis program’s presence in the Hunt-
ing Park community, a groundbreak-
ing addition to youth programming for
this Philadelphia neighborhood. His
steadfast commitment to community
service has served as a tremendous ben-
efit to the many lives he touched.

Jonathan’s sense of responsibility
and dedication was instilled in him by
his own childhood participation in the
Legacy Youth Tennis program, and he
chose to contribute those attributes
right back into the program as he as-
cended into adulthood.

Jonathan was tragically murdered
last year. Although he is sorely missed
by all, his bright spirit will continue to
be felt in the Hunting Park neighbor-
hood and in Philadelphia long into the
future.

I recognize Jonathan here on the
floor of the House of Representatives,
the people’s House, so that his shining
example can be more widely witnessed
across the Nation.

——
0 1715

UNCLE SAM OWNS OVER 27
PERCENT OF AMERICAN LAND

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
Federal Government is hoarding Amer-
ican land. The bureaucrats own about
640 million acres of it. That is 27 per-
cent of America, larger than all of
Western Europe.

The government cannot afford this
massive estate. Notice this map. All
the red area is what the Federal Gov-
ernment owns. Over half the West is
owned by the Federal Government.

Day by day, unused and
unmaintained land sits idle. Instead of
Uncle Sam hoarding this land, the gov-
ernment should consider selling the
land to Americans. To be clear, I am
not talking about selling off national
parks, monuments, forests, or pro-
tected areas—just unused land and
unmaintained land the government
doesn’t take care of.

The revenue from the sales could go
toward reducing the debt or improving
transportation. Plus, the sale of land
would help State and local govern-
ments because new property owners
will be paying taxes on the land.

Time for the Federal Government to
let Americans own more of America.
Does Uncle Sam really need all of this
land?

And that is just the way it is.

———
PURSUING PEACE THROUGH
DIPLOMACY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YouNG of Iowa). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 6, 2015,
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the gentlewoman from New Jersey
(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, the United States
and our allies reached a landmark
agreement with Iran to prevent them
from obtaining a nuclear weapon.

To get to this point, Mr. Speaker, we
used diplomacy to find a potential so-
lution that seeks to stabilize the entire
Middle East region. Diplomacy affords
us a clearer picture of what the Iranian
Government is doing and what they are
capable of.

We used peaceful means to promote
peace in one of the most volatile re-
gions in the world, and I am proud of
the commitment of President Obama,
this administration, and our allies, in
keeping these negotiations alive.

Mr. Speaker, I am not saying that
our job is done. Congress must and
should take a very close look at this
agreement in its final form. In fact, I
firmly believe that Congress has a crit-
ical role to play in the next steps of
this agreement.

Let’s look at what this agreement
does. Within the text, Iran affirms that
it will not seek, develop, or acquire a
nuclear weapon; but we must ensure
that the language will fully deter them
from going back on their word and duly
punish them if they take that path.

Within the text of the agreement, we
accept that the United States will 1lift
the sanctions that we have placed on
Iran, but we must have mechanisms
that will allow for oversight on the
ground in Iran that holds them ac-
countable.

This is a difficult and sensitive bal-
ance, but if this agreement has man-
aged to strike that balance, we would
miss a once-in-a-generation oppor-
tunity to transform the Middle East if
we reject this deal. That is not some-
thing we can afford to flippantly dis-
miss.

What this teaches us, Mr. Speaker, is
that aggression is not the only answer
we have to handle difficult relations
across the globe. In fact, aggression
would not have brought us to this point
where, without any loss of life for us or
our allies, without significant cost to
our Nation or the global economy, we
have managed to find compromise.

Sanctions cannot and should not be
the only way we bring nations to the
table. They serve a critical purpose,
and certainly, they helped in bringing
us to this point.

They also come at a significant cost;
rather than starving their government



H5220

in the way we thought they would,
they pushed the government to starve
its people, resulting in vast unemploy-
ment and limited opportunity for a
generation of Iranians and probably
fertile ground for the radicalization of
individuals.

They pushed Iran to ally itself with
international actors that further ham-
pered our efforts to stabilize this re-
gion. They pushed Iran towards total
isolation, a situation in which we have
no impact whatsoever. At some point,
sanctions that have at points been ef-
fective become obsolete and counter-
productive.

I would not ask any of my colleagues
to support a deal that does not achieve
our chief purpose, preventing a nu-
clear-armed Iran, with the ability to
wreak havoc on the United States, our
allies, and the world.

I will also ask my colleagues to con-
sider the alternative if we fail to ratify
a deal that would meet these goals ap-
propriately, pushing Iran further into
the shadows; giving us no chance at
monitoring how, where, and when Iran
is enriching uranium; and sending Iran
further into the arms of bad actors or
offering Iran even greater motivation
to undermine basic international law.

I have one pretty solid idea of the
outcome: a dangerous, complicated war
that would drag what is likely the
most volatile region in the world into
complete chaos.

This agreement may be the best
chance to put Iran at the table and
keep them accountable, to engage the
international community in moni-
toring their activities, to operate in
the known and not the unknown of
what they are capable of, and to give
them a reason to seek the same kind of
international peace that every country
desperately relies upon.

Further aggression, further sanc-
tions, further isolation can no longer
be our answer, especially when we have
been given a real opportunity to open
the door to peace.

I urge my colleagues to give this
agreement real consideration. I urge
my colleagues to read this agreement.
I urge my colleagues to approach this
agreement without partisan or polit-
ical bias.

It is time to give peace a chance.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, let me start by
thanking BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN for leading
this important special order and for her leader-
ship on these issues.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday, President Obama
announced that the United States—along with
our P5+1 negotiating partners—had reached a
deal with Iran—a deal that if fully imple-
mented, will prevent Iran from obtaining a nu-
clear weapon.

As someone who has long supported sus-
tained diplomatic engagement with Iran, | ap-
plaud President Obama, Secretary Kerry, and
our P5+1 partners for their tireless work to ob-
tain a deal which promotes peace and global
security.

In the 112th and 113th Congresses, | intro-
duced a bill—the Prevent Iran from Acquiring
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Nuclear Weapons and Stop War Through Di-
plomacy Act—that called on the President to
use all diplomatic means to resolve the nu-
clear issue with Iran. It urged the President to
“secure an agreement that ensures Iran does
not engage in nuclear weapons work,” through
increased safeguards and international Inspec-
tions,

Yesterday’s announcement demonstrates
just how effective that type of sustained en-
gagement and diplomacy can be.

When fully implemented, this deal—or the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action—will pre-
vent an Iranian nuclear weapon while ensuring
greater stability in the Middle East. The deal is
an important victory for diplomacy and Amer-
ica’s leadership abroad as well as for United
States national security and of course for glob-
al peace and security.

And as the President said yesterday during
his announcement—"“This deal meets every
single one of the bottom lines we established
when we achieved a framework earlier this
spring. Every pathway to a nuclear weapon is
cut off.”

Prior to yesterday’s announcement, negotia-
tions with Iran had already led to a first-step
agreement that has significant reduced Iran’s
nuclear stockpile and their ability to create a
nuclear weapon. Without those negotiations
and the framework agreements, Iran’s nuclear
program would have been unmonitored, unre-
strained and Iran would have continued the
production of medium enriched uranium.

Now, we know that more work remains. The
deal has to go to the United Nations Security
Council—and Congress now has 60 days to
review the terms of the agreement.

Mr. Speaker, all of us share the same goal;
preventing Iran from developing a nuclear
weapon.

That is why it is critical—as this process
moves forward—that Congress act in good
faith and ensure the success of this agree-
ment.

This negotiated deal, between Iran and our
international partners, remains the best route
to ensuring national and regional security
while preventing another war in the Middle
East.

We simply cannot afford the alternative to
this deal.

Diplomacy is the best way to cut off any po-
tential pathways to an Iranian nuclear weapon.

It is the best way to ensure oversight and
inspection.

And it is the best way to ensure regional se-
curity.

So | urge my colleagues to support the
President, support our negotiators, and to give
this deal the chance to succeed.

———
PORT CHICAGO DISASTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DESAULNIER) is recognized
for the remainder of the hour as the
designee of the minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the subject of
my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?
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There was no objection.

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today, along with my colleagues
from the Congressional Black Caucus,
to talk today to the American people
about the tragedy of Port Chicago,
California, and the injustice that
marked the lives of 50 African Amer-
ican sailors in 1944 and continues to
mark every American today.

On my right is an overview of where
the facility is. It is still an existing
Naval facility—or a Department of De-
fense facility—an important deepwater
port that allows for munitions to go to
strategic assets in the Pacific.

This is the map of the bay area. You
can see it is in the Sacramento delta,
as the delta comes into the San Fran-
cisco Bay. The photograph is an aerial
photograph, obviously, of how the fa-
cility looked in 1944. You can see where
the trains came in and put the boxcars
into sidings that had concrete on ei-
ther side to protect people from explo-
sions, and then you can see where the
ships docked.

In this photograph, there is one ship
docked. On the night that we will talk
about, there were two ships loaded. In
continuously operated shifts, those
ships were loaded, as witnesses would
say, in a manner that sacrificed safety
in order for expedience.

The fateful, moonless night on Mon-
day, July 17, 1944, was clear and cool. A
slight breeze was blowing from the
southwest. Two cargo ships were tied
up at the pier, Port Chicago pier.
Under floodlights, work was proceeding
at full speed, all hours.

Shortly after 10:18 p.m., disaster
struck. This is how the day of the ex-
plosion is described by Dr. Robert
Allen in his book, titled ‘“The Port Chi-
cago Mutiny.”

The deadliest homefront disaster of
World War II occurred at Port Chicago
Naval Magazine, a major ammunitions
facility in my district in northern Cali-
fornia.

The shipyard site was 2 miles from a
little community of Port Chicago, pop-
ulation 1,500. In those days, the greater
area was largely wheat fields and had a
very small population of under 50,000.
The area currently has a population of
over 600,000.

Indicative of the discriminatory
practices at the time, all of the en-
listed men loading ammunition at the
site were African American, whereas
all of their officers were Caucasian.
The explosion killed or wounded 710
people, 435 of whom were African
American.

They had no formal training in safe
methods of ammunition or explosives
handling given to any of the enlisted
men. The Navy failed to adequately
provide these enlisted men with the
tools necessary to be able to operate
under safe working conditions, even
after the tragedy struck.

When the surviving 258 African
American sailors who, understandably,
refused to return to work in these de-
plorable conditions following the ex-
plosion, 50 were charged with mutiny
and convicted.
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