
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H519 January 22, 2015 
of American workers—the minimum 
wage is entry level. And when I talk to 
people at places like McDonald’s, they 
are not even paying the minimum 
wage. They are paying more than that. 
And places where oil is being drilled 
and gas is being drilled, they are pay-
ing a lot more than minimum wage. 
Some of them are paying bonuses be-
cause that is what happens when the 
Federal Government does not impede 
the ability of industry and of American 
entrepreneurialism. 

But here, also, the President wants 
to provide net neutrality. I want neu-
trality. I want Internet neutrality. But 
I don’t want the government taking 
over because I know his friends end up 
doing well and his enemies don’t do 
well. 

I would like to make sure that the 
market is able to play. I would love it 
if he had come in here and said: You 
know what? We have wasted a lot of 
money trying to prop up solar energy 
and wind energy. We have squandered 
massive amounts of money, of taxpayer 
dollars, money we have had to borrow 
from China that won’t be paid back in 
my lifetime. But here is a tax notion. 
Let’s eliminate the subsidies for every 
energy form, whatever it is, eliminate 
them. Nobody is going to get subsidies. 
Nobody gets grants. Good luck. 

What would that mean? It would 
mean the free market would take over. 

And when I hear the commercials, 
oh, buy a solar energy whatever, air 
conditioner or whatever it is, heater, 
buy it now because the subsidies may 
be running out before long, well, let’s 
run them all out. Let’s let energy be 
determined by the free market without 
government intervention, without 
using the Tax Code. 

I am pleased that perhaps the Presi-
dent has heard some of us. As we have 
said, the President keeps talking about 
Warren Buffett paying a lower tax rate 
than his secretary, but he has never of-
fered any solutions to fix that, as some 
of us here have. What would be the best 
solution? Well, bring down the sec-
retary’s income tax rate to the capital 
gains rate that Warren Buffett is pay-
ing. That is how you do it. 

I just love Arthur Laffer, Ronald 
Reagan’s former economic adviser, 
such a brilliant guy. He explained to a 
group of us a few years ago here—and I 
am paraphrasing Arthur—he said: I 
hear people talking about we are going 
to tax the rich. The rich, he says, are 
the ones you are not going to tax. 

Now, if you say we are going to tax 
this activity of the rich, they will 
change the activity. They can do that 
because they are ultrarich. If you say 
we are going to tax you in this loca-
tion, this State, this city, this country, 
they are ultrarich; they can move. 
That is what rich people do. 

So if one State where Secretary 
Kerry has his yacht has a really high 
tax, well, what is he going to do? He is 
going to do what he has done. He is 
going to move the yacht to a State 
that has a lower tax. That is what rich 

people do. So you may say: I am going 
to go after the rich and tax them, real-
ly put it to them, and then spread that 
wealth. 

The ultrarich are the ones you are 
not going to tax. They will move. The 
rest of us, we can’t just say: You know 
what? I am going to go be a lawyer in 
another country, another place. 

You can’t just do that. You have got 
to go through all kinds of training. 
You just can’t do that. You can’t go be 
a Member of Congress somewhere else. 
You can’t just pick up your job and 
take it when you are middle class or 
you are poor. 

So what happens when somebody 
says we are going to increase taxes on 
the rich, well, they move. They change 
their activity. They avoid the tax be-
cause they can do that. That is why 
Warren Buffett can say he is not wor-
ried about the inheritance tax. He 
takes actions to make sure he is not 
going to get hit with it. The poor can’t 
do that. Of course, you have to have 
over a minimum amount now, so the 
poor don’t get hit with it, but the mid-
dle class does. 

My great-aunt was middle class 
through and through—as they say, land 
rich, cash poor. Land prices dropped 
within 6 months of her death. The IRS 
took every acre of her 2,500-acre farm. 
Every acre. They sold her home at an 
auction because land prices dropped. 
The FDIC had dumped land around 
there. Prices dropped. Under the inher-
itance tax, it is the value of that land 
at the time of the death. They took 
every acre, took the home place. The 
people she had specified in her will that 
would get specific things didn’t get 
them. The IRS got them. 

That is why I went when the call 
went out to family members to please 
show up and buy whatever you can so 
that we can keep it in the family. Yes, 
that lady was middle class. She lived 
middle class. I had been to her home 
numerous times. You wouldn’t find 
anything that you would say was even 
upper middle class. They took every 
acre of her land, her home for taxes. 

But if you are ultrarich, you don’t 
run into that situation. You buy insur-
ance policies. You convert the way you 
get income. You move cash here, there, 
to other countries. You can do that. 
But not when you are middle class. 

So the policies of this President have 
caused, for the first time in American 
history, 95 percent of America’s income 
to go to the top 1 percent. 
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The President admitted it a couple 
years ago, yeah, he was aware that 
happened. Well, how about working 
with the rest of us who have some good 
ideas that would increase the number 
of middle class, moving people up from 
poor; increase the people moving from 
lower middle class up to upper middle 
class; and moving people from middle 
class to wealthy? We want that. That is 
what we hope for. We don’t want to 
bring down people from where they 

have done well, even if they are one of 
the few that were born on third base 
and have gone through life thinking 
they hit a triple. We want everybody to 
do well. And if you get jealous of them, 
your life is going to be ruined. 

I loved the quotes from Martin Lu-
ther King, so many of them brought 
out in the movie ‘‘Selma’’: If you get 
eaten up with anger, revenge—and in 
the cases around here—jealousy, you 
are the one that is going to be miser-
able. Let’s encourage people to get 
wealthy not by taking from the 
wealthy and bringing people down. 
Let’s have a flat tax: if you make 
more, then you are going to pay more; 
if you make less, then you are going to 
pay less. 

Mr. Speaker, let me just conclude by 
saying that in 40 years over 57 million 
babies have been killed here in Amer-
ica. As a father who held a premature 
daughter in my hand and had her grasp 
the end of my finger with her tiny lit-
tle hand, it wrenches my heart to 
think there are people that will want 
to kill a baby girl of that same age. 
Let’s stop. God bless the March for 
Life. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
THEODORE EMILE ‘‘BO’’ DOLLIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JODY B. HICE of Georgia). Under the 
Speaker’s announced policy of January 
6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. RICHMOND) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, before 
we left after this workweek, I wanted 
to make sure that I came to the floor 
and took the time to recognize the loss 
of a cultural icon in New Orleans and a 
family friend. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the life of Theodore Emile ‘‘Bo’’ Dollis, 
the Big Chief of the Wild Magnolias 
Mardi Gras Indians and a cultural icon 
in New Orleans for decades. Bo Dollis 
died this week at the age of 71. 

Though his family did not want him 
to join the Mardi Gras Indians as a 
child, Bo secretly sewed his own suit at 
his friend’s home. He joined the Wild 
Magnolias as a Flag Boy and quickly 
rose in their ranks, becoming Big Chief 
in 1964, a position he held until his 
health no longer allowed it. 

As Big Chief, just as his mentor, Big 
Chief Allison ‘‘Tootie’’ Montana, did, 
Bo encouraged the Indians to shun vio-
lence and instead hold prettiness con-
tests when one group would meet an-
other. Bo was also instrumental in 
bringing the music of the Mardi Gras 
Indians to an audience beyond New Or-
leans. With Bo Dollis on lead vocals, 
the Wild Magnolias recorded their first 
single in 1970 and their first album in 
1974. Under Bo’s leadership, the group 
toured all over the world, opened for 
Aretha Franklin, and played at Car-
negie Hall. This week, the New Orleans 
Jazz and Heritage Festival announced 
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that Bo Dollis would appear on the fes-
tival’s official poster. Bo has received 
numerous honors and awards, including 
Offbeat Magazine’s Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award and the National Endow-
ment for the Arts’ National Heritage 
Fellowship. 

Mr. Speaker, Bo Dollis embodied the 
happiness, the passion, and love of 
music that define the culture of New 
Orleans. His soaring voice brought joy 
to countless listeners, and his colorful 
personality brightened every room he 
entered. The city of New Orleans will 
not be the same without Bo Dollis, but 
his legacy will live on in the lives of all 
that he inspired. And this Mardi Gras 
will not be the same without Big Chief 
‘‘Bo’’ Dollis’ presence there. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

SUNSET MEMORIAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, another legislative day has come to 
an end, and sunset approaches fast in 
Washington, DC. And as I have so many 
years, I stand before you in this House 
with what I call a Sunset Memorial, be-
cause, you see, Mr. Speaker, before the 
sun sets today in America, almost 4,000 
more defenseless unborn children will 
be killed by abortion on demand in the 
land of the free and the home of the 
brave. That is more than the number of 
innocent lives lost on September 11 in 
this country by a multitude of thou-
sands. And it happens every day. 

It has now been 42 years since the 
tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first 
handed down. Since then, the very 
foundation of this Nation has been 
stained by the blood of almost 56 mil-
lion of its own unborn children. Some 
of them, Mr. Speaker, cried and 
screamed as they died, but because it 
was amniotic fluid going over the vocal 
cords instead of air, we couldn’t hear 
them. 

All of them had at least four things 
in common, Mr. Speaker. First, they 
were just little babies who had never 
done anything wrong to anyone. Each 
one of them died a nameless and lonely 
death. And each one of their mothers, 
whether she realizes it or not, will 
never quite be the same. All the gifts 
that these children might have brought 
for humanity and to humanity are now 
lost forever. 

Yet, Mr. Speaker, even in the glare of 
such tragedy, this generation still 
clings to this blind, invincible igno-
rance while history repeats itself over 
and over again, and our silent genocide 
mercilessly annihilates the most help-
less of all victims—those yet unborn. 

We should remember the quotes of 
President Abraham Lincoln when he 
said: 

Those who deny freedom to others deserve 
it not themselves, and under a just God, can-
not long retain it. 

Mr. Lincoln called upon all of us to 
remember America’s Founding Fathers 
when he said: 

Their enlightened belief was that nothing 
stamped with the divine image and likeness 
was sent into the world to be trodden on or 
degraded and imbruted by its fellows. 

He reminded those he called pos-
terity—and that is us, Mr. Speaker: 

When in the distant future some man, 
some factions, some interests should set up a 
doctrine that some were not entitled to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness that 
their posterity—again, Mr. Speaker, that is 
us—might look up again to the Declaration 
of Independence and take courage to renew 
the battle which their fathers began. 

Mr. Speaker, when authorities en-
tered the clinic of Dr. Kermit Gosnell, 
they found a torture chamber for little 
babies that defies description within 
the constraints of the English lan-
guage. 

According to the grand jury report: 
Dr. Kermit Gosnell had a simple solution 

for unwanted babies: he killed them. Now, he 
didn’t call it that. He called it ‘‘ensuring 
fetal demise.’’ And the way he ensured fetal 
demise was by sticking scissors in the back 
of the baby’s neck and cutting the spinal 
cord. He called it snipping. Over the years 
there were hundreds of snippings. 

Mr. Speaker, Ashley Baldwin, one of 
Dr. Gosnell’s employees, said she saw 
babies breathing, and she described one 
as 2 feet long that no longer had eyes 
or a mouth, but, in her words, was 
making like this screeching noise. She 
said: ‘‘It sounded like a little alien.’’ 

For God’s sake, Mr. Speaker, is this 
who we really are? 

Kermit Gosnell now rightfully sits in 
prison for killing a mother and mur-
dering innocent, pain-capable children 
like the one I just described. Yet if he 
had killed them only 5 minutes earlier 
and before they had passed through the 
birth canal, it would have all been per-
fectly legal in many of the United 
States of America, including here in 
the District of Columbia. 

If there is one thing we must not 
miss about this unspeakably evil epi-
sode it is that Kermit Gosnell is not an 
anomaly. He is just the visible face of 
this lucrative enterprise of murdering 
pain-capable unborn children in Amer-
ica. Mr. Speaker, more than 18,000 very 
late-term abortions are occurring in 
America every year, placing the moth-
ers at exponentially greater risk and 
subjecting their pain-capable unborn 
babies to torture and death without an-
esthesia. It is the worst atrocity in 
America today, and this in the land of 
the free and the home of the brave. 

Throughout history there has often 
been great intensity surrounding the 
debates of protecting the innocent lives 
of those who, through no fault of their 
own, find themselves obscured in the 
shadows of humanity. It encourages me 
greatly that in nearly all of those cases 
the collective conscience was finally 
moved in favor of the victims. 

The same thing is beginning to hap-
pen in this debate related to innocent, 
unborn children, Mr. Speaker, espe-
cially those that are pain capable. We 

are beginning to ask ourselves the real 
question: Does abortion take the life of 
a child? We are especially asking the 
question recently: Does very late-term 
abortion torture and take the life of a 
pain-capable baby? And we are finally 
beginning to realize as human beings 
that it does. 

Ultrasound technology now dem-
onstrates to all reasonable observers 
both the humanity of the victim and 
the inhumanity of what is being done 
to them. And we are beginning to real-
ize as Americans that taking brutally 
the lives of the innocent unborn does 
not liberate anyone and that 56 million 
children, Mr. Speaker, is enough. 

Ironically I have heard Barack 
Obama speak such poignant words 
that, whether he knows it or not, apply 
so profoundly to the tragedy of abor-
tion on demand in America. Let me 
quote excerpted portions of his com-
ments. He said: 

This is our first task—caring for our chil-
dren. It is our first job. If we don’t get that 
right, we don’t get anything right. That is 
how, as a society, we will be judged. 

He went on to say: 
And by that measure, can we truly say, as 

a nation, that we are meeting our obliga-
tions? Can we honestly say that we are doing 
enough to keep our children—all of them— 
safe from harm? Can we say that we are 
truly doing enough to give all the children of 
this country the chance they deserve to live 
out their lives with happiness and purpose? 

The President went on to say: 
I have been reflecting on this the last few 

days, and if we are honest with ourselves, the 
answer is no. We are not doing enough. And 
we will have to change. 

Oh, how true the President’s words 
are, Mr. Speaker. 

The President also said: 
We can’t tolerate this anymore. These 

tragedies must end. And to end them, we 
must change. 

And then the President asked: 
Are we really prepared to say that we are 

powerless in the face of such carnage, that 
the politics are too hard? Are we prepared to 
say that such violence visited on our chil-
dren year after year after year is somehow 
the price of freedom? 

Mr. Speaker, is this not the most rel-
evant of questions we should all be ask-
ing in the midst of this genocidal mur-
der of thousands of unborn babies in 
America every day? 
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The President has said: ‘‘Our journey 
is not complete until all our children’’ 
. . . are ‘‘cared for and cherished and 
always safe from harm.’’ 

Finally, he said: ‘‘That is our genera-
tion’s task—to make these words, 
these rights, these values of life and 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness 
real for every American.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, never have I so deeply 
agreed with any words ever spoken by 
President Barack Obama as those I 
have just quoted, and yet this Presi-
dent in the most merciless distortion 
of logic and reason and humanity itself 
refuses to apply these majestic words 
to helpless unborn babies. 
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