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States House of Representatives—a
flag that represents slavery, a flag that
represents division.

We have come together in this coun-
try under a flag that represents unity,
one that stands for liberty and justice
for all, the flag of the United States of
America. This is not that flag.

We confront seminal moments in
time.

In South Carolina, the South Caro-
lina Senate and House of Representa-
tives stood tall when confronting a
seminal moment in time, and the Con-
federate battle flag will be removed.

I was so proud to hear a relative, a
descendant, of Jefferson Davis take to
the floor of the House of Representa-
tives in South Carolina and proclaim
that the flag must come down.

Seminal moments in time.

We have our opportunity to do that
which is right, to do what Dr. King
talked about when he said that the arc
of the moral universe is long, but it
bends towards justice.

We can bend the arc of the moral uni-
verse toward justice or we can turn
back the clock, understanding that
this is a symbol that causes a lot of
pain for a lot of people. This symbol
would have prevented my having the
opportunity to stand here if it had pre-
vailed.

I call upon all people of goodwill to
please do the righteous thing, not just
the right thing—do the righteous
thing.

How can you possibly vote for this
after you saw the relatives of the nine
who were Kkilled stand in court before a
judge and before the person who was
the assailant—the person who actually
killed people—and say, ‘I forgive
you”’? We have forgiven those who have
fought to enslave us. We have forgiven.

I forgive you.

How could you possibly now decide
that you will legitimize this symbol of
hatred, of slavery, of a bygone era of a
time when people were not even pro-
claimed to be human beings in the
minds of many?

So this is a great opportunity for this
House of Representatives to answer the
clarion call of justice and to do as Dr.
King indicated, to bend the arc of the
moral universe towards justice.

But it is also something else. It is an
opportunity to see where we are.

There will be a moment in time be-
yond this time when someone will look
back upon these moments and he will
look to see where we stood.

Where did you stand when you had
the chance to stand for righteousness?
Where were you when you had an op-
portunity to vote to recognize justice
as opposed to the injustice associated
with this symbol?

C.A. Tindley was right. So I will
leave you with these words:

Harder yet may be the fight; right may
often yield to might. Wickedness awhile may
seem to reign; Satan’s cause may seem to
gain. There is a God that rules above with
the hand of power and a heart of love. When
we are right, He will help us fight.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

I stand against this symbol. I stand
for the American flag. I stand for jus-
tice.

———

IS ISIS A NATIONAL SECURITY
THREAT TO THE UNITED STATES?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today the terrorist army of ISIS is
stronger than ever. It maims, rapes,
pillages, burns, and beheads in its zeal
to commit religious genocide against
anyone who disagrees with them.

ISIS controls and manipulates the
minds of thousands of foreign fighters,
including those who come from the
United States. This is done arrogantly
through American social media compa-
nies.

The U.S.” answer to the ISIS threat?
Well, let’s see what it is.

Part of the current U.S. strategy is
to train foreign mercenaries to fight
against ISIS. It has had a yearlong
American budget of about $500 million.

The program is to equally fund equip-
ment and to train these so-called mod-
erates from Syria to fight ISIS. I call
them mercenaries.

However, the Secretary of Defense of
the United States—Carter—admitted
that, even after this 1 year of training,
the United States has only trained 60—
six, zero—of these moderate Syrian
rebels.

If I do my math correctly, Mr. Speak-
er, we are spending about $4 million
apiece on these 60 fighters to go and
fight, supposedly, ISIS.

This is embarrassingly pathetic. The
greatest nation that has ever existed
sees ISIS as such a threat that we are
going to send 60 folks over to try to
take care of them.

Ironically, there are more Americans
who are fighting with ISIS than we
have rebels who have been trained to
fight against ISIS.

The United States obviously is not
taking ISIS seriously. ISIS even mocks
the United States and its 60 fighters
on, once again, American social media.

There is more.

The President has recently admitted
that the United States really doesn’t
even have a complete strategy against
ISIS. Now, isn’t that lovely?

The question is, Mr. Speaker: Is ISIS
a national security threat to the
United States? That is the question.
That is the question that has to be an-
swered by the administration and by
Congress, and a decision needs to be
made by the administration.

It is time for the administration to
pick a horse and ride it. If ISIS is a
threat, then we must have a plan to de-
feat them, then actively implement the
plan, and defeat ISIS.

Mr. Speaker, the Commander in
Chief needs to lead. He needs to com-
mand or ISIS will continue its reign of
terror in the Middle East and in other
parts of the world.

And that is just the way it is.
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THE CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAG

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, if there
is any doubt in the mind of any person
as to what this Confederate battle flag
stands for, I urge people not to listen
to me. I urge you to listen to the seces-
sionists themselves.

Here is a quote from the Declaration
of the Immediate Causes Which Induce
and Justify the Secession of South
Carolina from the Federal Union.

It reads:

This sectional combination for the submer-
sion of the Constitution has been aided in
some of the States by elevating to citizen-
ship persons who, by the supreme law of the
land, are incapable of becoming citizens, and
their votes have been used to inaugurate a
new policy hostile to the South and the de-
struction of its beliefs and safety.

Those persons were Black people.
That new policy that was hostile to the
South was ending the enslavement of
the millions of people based on their
race.

Here is a quote from the Vice Presi-
dent of the Confederacy. I think he can
speak authoritatively as to what other
Confederate flags mean. Vice President
Alexander Stephens said:

Our new government is founded upon ex-
actly the opposite of the American idea. Its
foundations are laid—its cornerstone rests—
upon the great truth that the Negro is not
equal to the White man, that slavery, subor-
dination to the superior race, is his natural
and normal condition.

That is what the Vice President of
the Confederate States said under ban-
ners like this one as they were fighting
and offering the lives of their own chil-
dren to maintain slavery.
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This is what the flag represents.

I yield to the gentleman from Rhode
Island (Mr. CICILLINE).
Mr. CICILLINE. I

tleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, last night the South
Carolina House of Representatives fi-
nally approved legislation to take
down this symbol of hatred and bigotry
and the darkest time in our Nation’s
history.

It is shameful that less than 24 hours
after the State of South Carolina took
this important step for progress and
equality that the United States House
of Representatives would consider an
amendment that would allow the Con-
federate flag to be placed in National
Park Service cemeteries.

Let’s be clear. This amendment is a
symbol of hate, and anyone who sup-
ports its being in a place of honor is
imposing an insult on anyone who has
experienced racism in their lives or be-
lieves in America’s founding principles
of equality, justice, and freedom.

150 years ago hundreds of thousands
of brave soldiers died to save our Union
and to defeat all the ugly beliefs that
the Confederate battle flag represents.

Dr. Martin Luther King was fond of
saying that the arc of the moral uni-
verse is long, but it bends toward jus-
tice. Our country has come far since

thank the gen-
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the end of the Civil War, but returning
this flag to a place of honor would un-
dermine that progress. It is time to rel-
egate this symbol of hate to the
dustbin of history.

Take it down.

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
SWALWELL).

Mr. SWALWELL of California. I
thank the gentleman from Minnesota
for leading on this issue.

It must be throwback Thursday, be-
cause just yesterday the South Caro-
lina State House voted to take down
the Confederate flag. However, today
our House Republican colleagues want
a bill, they want an amendment that
will put that flag back up and allow
people to salute that same flag across
our country in our national parks.

It is time to finally, once and for all,
take down an ugly flag that is nothing
more than a tribute to an ugly past.
Mr. Speaker, let’s throw down this
flag. Let’s not throw back to an ugly
part of our history.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of
rule I, the Chair declares the House in
recess until noon today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 47
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

In these most important days and de-
bates here in the people’s House, we
beg You to send Your spirit of wisdom
as the Members struggle to do the
work that has been entrusted to them.
Inspire them to work together with
charity, and join their efforts to ac-
complish what our Nation needs to live
into a prosperous and secure future.

In this week in the wake of cele-
brating the great blessings bestowed
upon our Republic, please bless those
men and women who serve our Nation
in uniform wherever they may be.

Please keep all the Members of this
Congress, and all who work for the peo-
ple’s House, in good health, that they
might faithfully fulfill the great re-
sponsibility given them by the people
of this great Nation.

Bless us this day and every day. May
all that is done here be for Your great-
er honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
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ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. BEATTY) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. BEATTY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

——————

FIGHTING FOR NEW HAMPSHIRE’S
LAND, WATER, AND HERITAGE

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the Land and Water
Conservation Fund and its impact on
both New Hampshire’s natural re-
sources and our access to hunting, fish-
ing, and outdoor activities.

Established by Congress in 1965, the
LWCF provides money to Federal,
State, and local governments to pur-
chase and preserve land, water, and
wetlands for the benefit of all Ameri-
cans.

As Granite Staters know, we are
blessed to call one of the most pristine
ecological environments in the Nation
our home. From the seacoast region to
the White Mountain National Forest to
Lake Winnipesaukee, outdoor recre-
ation and activities are a vital part of
New Hampshire’s First Congressional
District’s economy.

In fact, the Outdoor Industry Asso-
ciation found that active outdoor
recreation generates $4.2 billion annu-
ally in consumer spending in New
Hampshire, supports nearly 50,000 jobs
across the State, and produces $293 mil-
lion annually in State and local rev-
enue. Furthermore, over 800,000 people
hunt, fish, or watch wildlife in New
Hampshire each year, spending over
$560 million on wildlife-related recre-
ation.

It is no surprise that the LWCF is a
critical part in maintaining and
strengthening those numbers, while si-
multaneously preserving our beautiful
State.

I urge my colleagues to join in sup-
port of this legislation.

———

CANCER DRUG COVERAGE PARITY
ACT

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, this
year, more than 1.5 million Americans
will be diagnosed with cancer. Fortu-
nately, innovative research has led to
more effective and accessible treat-
ments. However, insurance has not
kept pace with the science, and cancer
patients are paying the price.

Chemotherapy, previously adminis-
tered only through injection, is now
available for many types of cancer in
pill form. Today, oral chemotherapy
represents 35 percent of all new cancer
drugs. However, copayments for oral
chemo can be hundreds or thousands of
dollars per month. As a result, it pre-
vents patients from filling their pre-
scriptions.

A cancer patient should never be
forced to make a treatment decision
based on finances. That is why I joined
Congressman LEONARD LANCE to re-
introduce the Cancer Drug Coverage
Parity Act, which would require health
insurance plans that cover traditional
chemotherapy to provide no less favor-
able coverage for prescribed orally ad-
ministered drugs.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bipartisan effort to ensure cancer pa-
tients can receive the treatments their
doctors prescribe.

——

START REBUILDING AMERICA

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, David Keene for 27 years
headed the American Conservative
Union and is now opinion editor of The
Washington Times.

Last month he wrote that, as a result
of our wars and attempts at nation
building in the Middle East, there ‘‘is a
generation of young Americans who
have never known peace; a decade in
which thousands of our best have died
or been maimed with little to show for
their sacrifices, our enemies have mul-
tiplied, and our national debt has sky-
rocketed.”

Now we are about to spend $82 billion
in the OCO account for our unneces-
sary wars and nation building in Iraq
and Afghanistan and other parts of the
Middle East. This is over and above our
regular defense budget. This 1-year, $82
billion appropriation would more than
pay for a 6-year highway bill, which ev-
eryone on both sides say they want.

Let’s stop trying to foolishly rebuild
the Middle East and start rebuilding
America. Let’s bring all those hundreds
of thousands of jobs home.

———

TAKE DOWN THE CONFEDERATE
BATTLE FLAG

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
the strongest possible opposition to
House Republican efforts to support
hate through the promotion of the Con-
federate battle flag.
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