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made up of employers like Microsoft,
the National Association of Manufac-
turers, and the American Farm Bu-
reau, who have come together with a
core set of principles on how we can
today, in 2015, boost teachers with
these hard science degrees in our ele-
mentary and high schools, how we can
drill down and encourage, again, under-
represented groups such as young girls
and minorities to get involved and en-
gaged in education.

We came forward on the Education
and the Workforce Committee with an
amendment supported by the STEM co-
alition, and it was rejected on a party-
line vote by the Republican majority,
who said that the national government
had no business being involved in local
and State education policy. That is to-
tally unacceptable in terms of the
challenges that our Nation faces today.

Unfortunately, the Rules Committee
rejected our amendment from even
being voted on today as part of the up-
date of the No Child Left Behind bill.

Again, it is the ultimate measuring
stick of the failure of this bill to ad-
dress the needs our Nation faces in
terms of K-12 education policy. We
should follow the example of this gen-
tleman. He understood that at times,
we have to rise up as a full nation.

We can’t rely on one local wealthy
school district to invest in science and
technology and engineering and math
and leave behind other populations in
this country because, as a nation, we
need to come together to address and
succeed and face this challenge. It will
bring good things in terms of higher in-
come and more growth for our country
if we embrace these types of policies.

The good news is that the Republican
chairman of the Senate Education
Committee did embrace the STEM edu-
cation coalition provisions, and they
have put it in their bill.

Today, unfortunately, we are going
to go do this exercise, this theater of
passing a bill which woefully fails the
test in terms of what our Nation faces
today, but hopefully, later in the proc-
ess, a conference committee will come
together, and we will follow the exam-
ple of Dwight Eisenhower and our bi-
partisan coalition of the 1950s to allow
this Nation to have the tools to suc-
ceed.

We need to pass strong STEM edu-
cation policy for our young children.

———————

513TH AIR CONTROL GROUP
DEPLOYMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. BRIDENSTINE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BRIDENSTINE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to salute more than 40 citizen air-
men of the 513th Air Control Group de-
ploying to Southwest Asia this month
in support of Operation Inherent Re-
solve in Iraq and Syria and also con-
tinuing operations in Afghanistan.

The 513th is the Nation’s only Re-
serve unit flying the E-3 AWACS air-
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craft. I am proud that the 513th is
based at Tinker Air Force Base in my
home State of Oklahoma, and it is
commanded by Colonel David W. Rob-
ertson.

I flew the Navy version of the
AWACS, the E-2 Hawkeye, both on Ac-
tive Duty and as a reservist. The
AWACS is the Air Force’s ‘‘quarter-
back in the sky,”’ calling the plays and
managing the fight from an airborne
platform.

I know firsthand that the AWACS is
absolutely essential to projecting air
power. Without it, our forces would be
like an orchestra with no conductor.

Mr. Speaker, we just celebrated yet
another year of independence. We
should remember that our war of inde-
pendence was fought almost exclu-
sively by citizen warriors, ordinary
citizens who put their lives on hold and
at risk, many of them giving the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our independence.

The 513th continues our great citizen
warrior tradition. Among the citizen
airmen deploying are Realtors, IT spe-
cialists, and even a pastor. We should
recognize that this is a voluntary as-
signment. These reservists have raised
their hands and answered the call vol-
untarily, when less than 1 percent of
our fellow citizens serve in the mili-
tary.

Mr. Speaker, the 513th demonstrates
the value of our military’s Reserve
component and National Guardsmen.
Looking across the 513th, you will find
skill standards, capabilities, and oper-
ational readiness rates equal to or bet-
ter than the Active component.

When I was in the Reserves flying the
E-2 Hawkeye, I can tell you that the
amount of talent that we held in the
Reserve component was amazing. It
was very clear that these folks had the
confidence, the capability, and the in-
stitutional knowledge to carry on the
tradition of excellence that was in the
Navy when they moved to the Re-
serves.

The amount of talent and skills is
also true with the Air Force. We saw it
when you think about the fighter
squadrons that fought in the opening
days of the war in Afghanistan. The
Reserve fighter squadron was the one
that had the highest percentage of
bombs on target.

The Reserve and the Air National
Guard are critical to our Nation’s mili-
tary readiness. It is important to re-
tain and even expand the reserve com-
ponent size, missions, and capabilities.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, while I rise to
give a special thanks to the 513th re-
servists deploying to Southwest Asia,
let me also mention this unit’s other
recent accomplishments.

To say that the 513th is in high de-
mand would be a huge understatement.
In the past 6 months, the 513th has con-
trolled training missions for over 200
fighters and bombers, supported crit-
ical flight tests, managed air operation
center support in Germany, and con-
trolled eight large-force exercises, in-
cluding Felix Virgo in Louisiana,
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Northern Edge in Alaska, and
CHUMEX in Florida.

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude by once
again recognizing the citizen airmen of
the 513th Air Control Group from Tin-

ker Air Force Base.

——
J 1030

OPPOSE H.R. 5

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) for
5 minutes.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in op-
position to the current version of H.R.
5, the House Republican bill which
seeks to reauthorize the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act, and en-
courage my colleagues to adopt the
Democratic substitute offered by
Ranking Member BOBBY SCOTT.

Let me start by reading you a quote
that truly strikes me as telling of
where we have come from and where we
find ourselves today. On May 22, 1964,
at the University of Michigan, Presi-
dent Lyndon Baines Johnson re-
marked:

In many places, classrooms are over-
crowded and curricula are outdated. Most of
our qualified teachers are underpaid, and
many of our paid teachers are underquali-
fied. So we must give every child a place to
sit and a teacher to learn from. Poverty is
not a bar for learning, and learning must
often escape from poverty.

President Johnson went on to say:

But more classrooms and more teachers
are just not enough. We must seek an edu-
cational system which grows in excellence as
it grows in size. This means better training
for our teachers. It means preparing our
youth to enjoy their hours of leisure as well
as their hours of labor. It means exploring
new techniques of teaching, to find new ways
to stimulate the love of learning and the ca-
pacity for creation.

Let’s just take a moment to let that
sink in.

Those were words read in 1964, during
President Johnson’s Great Society
Speech. Almost every single point in
President Johnson’s remarks has direct
import of the perils our education sys-
tem faces today.

Teachers are still underpaid, and in
so many areas, underqualified. Class-
room sizes are increasing, and the qual-
ity of education is continuing to dete-
riorate.

Hunger and poverty continue to af-
flict our inner-city students in an
alarmingly disproportionate rate, and
disparity of resources and access to a
quality education seems, at times, to
continue expanding. The achievement
gap between our most impoverished
students remains inextricably tied to
the wealth gap, and the numbers are
discouraging.

Instead of moving forward by improv-
ing on and implementing lessons
learned from the failed policies of No
Child Left Behind, H.R. 5 guts the core
intent of the original Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965.
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H.R. 5 is like a blast from the past
and fails our students and their fami-
lies in a myriad of ways. Among some
of the most egregious provisions in this
proposed iteration of ESEA, H.R. 5 in-
cludes the concept of portability for
title I funds.

Sold and messaged as a promotion of
choice, portability instead adversely
affects students who are in schools and
districts with the highest concentra-
tion of poverty and need. In short,
portability is a ruse, one that takes re-
sources from, rather than gives to our
most underserved and needy children.

Additionally, as the ranking member
of the Science, Space, and Technology
Committee, and a longtime advocate of
STEM—science, technology, mathe-
matics, and engineering—education, I
was alarmed by the utter and complete
exclusion of any reference to STEM
education within this base text.

We should be retooling our education
system to fit the needs of our ever-
evolving globalized economy, not run-
ning back to the factory-style edu-
cation that doesn’t provide our chil-
dren with the skills they need to com-
pete.

Education is the ladder to oppor-
tunity and central to keeping alive the
American Dream. We must fight to en-
sure that every single child, regardless
of their background, is given the oppor-
tunity to reach their God-given poten-
tial.

No matter what race—Black, White,
Hispanic, Asian, or Native American—
rich, poor, immigrant or not, we must
remain steadfast in our dedication to
equality and the equity of opportunity.

I strongly urge my colleagues to take
this bill back to the drawing board and
make sure that education in America
is reflective of our principles as a na-
tion. I urge my colleagues to make
sure that we protect the American
Dream and keep America the land of
equal opportunity.

If you work hard and play by the
rules, everyone deserves a fair shot and
a fair shake at a fulfilling life. The ZIP
Code you grow up in should not deter-
mine the life you live.

——
NATIONAL DAIRY MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, although we have re-
cently entered into July, I rise today
in recognition of National Dairy
Month, which has taken place every
June since 1937.

As I travel across Pennsylvania and
throughout the Pennsylvania Fifth
Congressional District, I am always in-
spired by our farmers and our farm
families. They work hard. They work 7
days a week. Their work is arduous,
and the challenges of running a farm
are never ending.

Mr. Speaker, farming isn’t just a
business to these hardworking folks; it
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is the fabric of rural America. The
Commonwealth’s history is rooted in
agriculture, and the dairy industry
continues to be the largest sector of
this industry.

Most, about 99 percent of our dairy
farms in Pennsylvania, are family-
owned and operated, and our average
herd size is about 72 head.

The Commonwealth’s robust dairy
industry produces 10 billion pounds of
milk annually, and that number con-
tinues to surge. In fact, Pennsylvania
ranks fifth in the Nation when it comes
to dairy production.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of National Dairy Month, in support of
our dairy farmers and farm families,
and to also say thank you to all of
these folks for providing us with food
and fiber.

————————

CONGRESS MUST REAUTHORIZE
THE ELEMENTARY AND SEC-
ONDARY EDUCATION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. FUDGE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, today we
find ourselves on the House floor yet
again debating H.R. 5. After several
months of delay, the majority party
has yet to realize that this bill is not
in the best interest of America’s chil-
dren.

We all agree that Congress must re-
authorize a strong Elementary and
Secondary Education Act. H.R. 5 does
not meet the test.

Any reauthorization must ensure
that education is properly funded at
the State and Federal level for all of
America’s children; that all students
have access to a well-rounded edu-
cation, which includes subjects like
physical education, music, and the
arts; and that students are annually as-
sessed, which allows for parents and
teachers to measure students’ progress.

H.R. 5 does none of these things. In-
stead, it fails our students, our teach-
ers, and our families. The bill dras-
tically reduces education funding,
eliminates and weakens protections for
disabled students, fails to provide a
well-rounded education for all stu-
dents, and generally makes it more dif-
ficult to educate those for whom the
act was designed to protect.

The bill turns title I funding into a
block grant. The program would dis-
proportionately harm disadvantaged
and low-income students. Schools
across the country, including some in
my own congressional district, rely on
these funds to help ensure children are
given a fair chance to meet State aca-
demic standards.

H.R. 5 also allows title I dollars to
become portable, which would divert
much-needed funds from the highest
need poverty schools and districts.

H.R. 5 removes requirements that
States ensure students graduate from
high school college and career ready.
The bill focuses primarily on math and
reading assessments, without providing
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any programmatic support for literacy,
for STEM, and for other subjects that
provide a well-rounded curriculum. It
eliminates wraparound support serv-
ices, which are very important to
needy students. It eliminates after-
school, family engagement, physical,
dental, and mental health programs.

This year, we commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act. The bill, es-
sentially a civil rights law, reaffirmed
that every child has the right to an
equal opportunity for a quality edu-
cation.

However, H.R. 5 undermines the law’s
original intent, turning back the clock
on equity and accountability in Amer-
ican public education and ignores the
needs of America’s most vulnerable
students. H.R. 5 is a step backward in
our country’s education system. This
legislation fails our students and their
families.

America deserves better.

———————

REAUTHORIZE THE LAND AND
WATER CONSERVATION FUND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. COSTELLO) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, this week the House will be
considering the appropriations bill for
the Department of the Interior for the
upcoming fiscal year.

I rise today to express my support for
a robust and continued funding for and
the permanent reauthorization of the
Land and Water Conservation Fund.

Over this past Independence Day
weekend, I was particularly reminded
of how so many of us enjoy the natural
wonders of our hometowns and commu-
nities, from picnics at playgrounds,
baseball games on municipal rec-
reational fields, honoring our heritage
and celebrating our independence with
fireworks, music and parades at local
historic sites and parks.

That is part of why the Land and
Water Conservation Fund is so impor-
tant. It helps our communities protect
critical lands by providing State and
local governments with necessary fund-
ing and flexibility to develop and im-
prove lands for public access and rec-
reational enjoyment. It is part of high-
lighting the heritage and character in
my district in southeastern Pennsyl-
vania.

My home State of Pennsylvania has
received approximately $295 million in
the past five decades from the Land
and Conservation Water Fund. It has
protected places with national signifi-
cance, such as Gettysburg National
Military Park, Valley Forge National
Historical Park, and John Heinz Wild-
life Refuge.

In addition, in my congressional dis-
trict, we can thank the Land and
Water Conservation Fund for helping
fund the building of the Birdsboro
Waters Forest Legacy project, pro-
tecting critical woodlands at the East
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