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city to rally to give support to the life
of the unborn. Twenty-five years ago
while in London I saw a video that de-
picted the life, as they described it, of
the baby. It wasn’t anything less than
a baby.

Mr. Speaker, I am a father, and I am
a grandfather. I have got nine grand-
children. Every life is precious. Who is
to know, Mr. Speaker, that that un-
born baby might be the curer for can-
cer or might be the curer for Alz-
heimer’s? Only God knows.

I thank the leadership for bringing
forth this legislation tomorrow. I re-
spect them for doing it. We need to
rally in support to show our commit-
ment to the life of the unborn.

———

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MOONEY). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from New Jer-
sey?

There was no objection.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the topic of our Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

———————

REAPPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUALS
TO SERVE AS THE GOVERNING
BOARD OF THE OFFICE OF CON-
GRESSIONAL ETHICS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the Speaker’s re-
appointment, pursuant to section 4(d)
of House Resolution 5, 114th Congress,
and the order of the House of January
6, 2015, of the following individuals to
serve as the Governing Board of the Of-
fice of Congressional Ethics:

Nominated by the Speaker with the
concurrence of the Minority Leader:

Mr. Porter J. Goss, Florida, Chair-
man

Mr. James M. Eagan, III, Colorado

Ms. Allison R. Hayward, Virginia

Ms. Judy Biggert, Illinois, alternate

Nominated by the Minority Leader
with the concurrence of the Speaker:

Mr. David Skaggs, Colorado, Co-
Chairman

Brigadier General (retired) Belinda
Pinckney, Virginia

Ms. Karan English, Arizona

Mr. Mike Barnes, Maryland, alter-
nate
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PROTECTING THE RIGHTS OF THE
UNBORN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SMITH) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I yield to
the distinguished gentlelady from Mis-
souri, ANN WAGNER.

Ms. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate and thank the gentleman for
yielding and for hosting this very im-
portant Special Order today and for his
lifetime of service in protecting the
rights of the unborn, those who have no
voice.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the sanctity of life. Sadly, tomorrow
is the 42nd anniversary of Roe v. Wade,
and hundreds of thousands of people,
including pro-life advocates from my
own hometown of St. Louis, Missouri,
will gather in our Nation’s capital in
honor of the over 56 million precious
angels we have lost since that infa-
mous Supreme Court decision, not to
mention the millions of women who
have been adversely affected in the
aftermath of their abortion, both phys-
ically and emotionally.

I first participated in the March for
Life 25 years ago this week, in 1990. I
was 28 years old with a real bad hairdo,
and I was 12 weeks pregnant with my
son Stephen. At that point, at 12 weeks
in my pregnancy, Stephen was able to
suck his thumb. A few weeks later, at
15 weeks, he could make facial expres-
sions and he had taste buds. By 17
weeks, Stephen began to kick. By week
18, his ears had developed and he could
hear. By week 20, not only was Stephen
able to recognize my voice as his moth-
er, but he was capable of feeling pain.

While killing an unborn child is un-
conscionable at anytime, it is espe-
cially abhorrent at the 20-week mark
when a child is able to feel the pain of
an abortion.

Mr. Speaker, the theme of this year’s
march is ‘“Every Life is a Gift,” and I
truly believe that life at all stages,
from conception to natural death, is,
indeed, a gift. I am for the life of the
baby. I am also for the life of the moth-
er and oftentimes the victim.

I will continue to work and to pray
for the day when abortion is not only
illegal, but abortion is unthinkable.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I want to
thank Ms. Wagner for her very elo-
quent statement and for her long serv-
ice on behalf of the unborn and equally
for their mothers as well.

I yield to TIM WALBERG.

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from New Jersey for
putting this Special Order together on
the 42nd anniversary of an infamous
decision, Roe v. Wade, Mr. Speaker,
where 1 believe the Supreme Court
stepped out of their role and unconsti-
tutionally set up the course that has
gone on to this day, the murder of in-
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nocents and, ultimately, murder of in-
nocence of our country as well that in
its inception was established on a prin-
ciple that was well known, well under-
stood, and put into our Declaration of
Independence that said:

We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal and endowed
by their creator with certain unalienable
rights, among them the right to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness.

It all begins with life. I will never
forget 8 years ago as I stood in a ma-
ternity ward at Northwestern Univer-
sity Hospital and waited for word from
the room where my daughter-in-law
was giving birth to our first two grand-

children, twins John Timothy and
Micah Todd.
Micah Todd is now 8 years old,

happy, healthy, moving forward. John
Timothy we look forward to seeing him
again some day in heaven. For 8 days
he lived on this Earth. He fought after
being born with his twin brother at 26
weeks. I watched them as they fought
for life. I watched them at less than 12
inches long, one pound, 12 ounces,
fighting for life, understanding in their
own way that this is what they were
supposed to do. They were capable of
pain. They were capable of doing what
nature’s God had enabled them to do.

That changed my life more than ever
before, though back in 1982 I ran for
the State house on the issue of life
itself. That is what brought me out of
the pulpit as a pastor and brought me
into the arena to try to promote life
and go away from that terrible decision
that the Supreme Court put upon us.

Now I think 42 years later we have
seen gains in this country, as we will
see millennials come out of Metro
tubes tomorrow, as we will see young
people standing in front of us speaking
for life, declaring their desire to see
abortion ended, and I am hopeful that
in our day we will see that take place
not because of religion, not even be-
cause of politics, but because of people
understanding the sanctity of life, un-
derstood by the prophet Jeremiah when
he said after the words of God himself:

Before I was formed in my mother’s womb,
you knew me and declared the days of my
life.

Mr. Speaker, my colleague from New
Jersey, all of my colleagues who will
stand in defense of life, I say thank
you. Let’s not give up, because we are
on the right side.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I now
yield to the gentleman from Indiana,
MARLIN STUTZMAN.

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from New Jersey
for his tireless work on this, such an
important issue for our day and age.

Mr. Speaker, on this 42nd anniver-
sary of Roe v. Wade, we must remem-
ber the innocent lives who were never
given a chance to live the American
Dream. Since 1973, tens of millions of
innocent unborn children have been de-
nied an opportunity to grow and to be
successful.

In America, we are always espousing
the belief that anything is possible,
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that anyone can achieve their dreams
if they set their minds to it, and yet it
is here in this country where we deny
those dreams to so many.

Mr. Speaker, I was born in 1976, and
I am so thankful that my mother, at
the age of 17, chose life and gave me
the gift of life, because my Federal
Government at the time 3 years earlier
said it was okay for her to end it if she
so chose.

Most of us have very strong feelings
about the value of life. We must con-
tinue to seek opportunities to promote
a culture of life that protects the inno-
cent.

Tomorrow, tens of thousands of peo-
ple from all across the country will de-
scend on The National Mall to cham-
pion the belief that every life is a gift,
and Congress will have an opportunity
to act and show that we are listening
through the Pain-Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act, a bill that I urge my
colleagues to support.

We may meet some obstacles, but the
pro-life movement will not be shaken.
We will continue to fight to protect the
unborn. We will continue to fight and
provide a voice for those who do not
have one. We will continue to fight be-
cause we believe that America should
be a place where everyone is protected
by law and welcomed to life. This is
our goal, and I pray that together we
will achieve it.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I want to
thank my friend for his, again, very
fine statement and for his leadership as
well.

I yield to CHRIS STEWART from Utah.

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I join
with my colleagues in thanking my
friend Mr. SMITH for giving us this op-
portunity to address such an important
and a deeply personal issue.

I am the proud father of six children,
and nothing in the world means more
to me. My life changed forever the first
time I held my first son. I look at my
sons and daughters, and I am humbled
by the responsibility it is to be their
parent, and I am touched always by the
power and the blessing of life.

Now I am a grandfather, and that
fact alone makes my life very good.
This week we commemorate the anni-
versary of one of the most significant
Supreme Court cases in the history of
the United States, of course, Roe v.
Wade.

We also welcome thousands of pro-
life activists who came to our Nation’s
Capital to participate in the March for
Life. Think about that title for a mo-
ment, the March for Life. It is ex-
tremely important as Members of Con-
gress to stand up for those who do not
have a voice to stand up for them-
selves, our precious unborn children.

Tomorrow the House will vote on
H.R. 36, the Pain-Capable Unborn Child
Protection Act, which protects the
lives of unborn by banning abortions at
or after 20 weeks of pregnancy. With
medical evidence that an unborn child
is capable of experiencing pain by at
least 20 weeks, if not earlier, I will sup-
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port this bill, and I encourage my col-
leagues to support it as well. Think of
what we would be saying if we were to
reject this bill.

Now, I understand that there are ex-
ceptions, and I recognize the woman’s
health is just as important as her
child. Thus, we made reasonable med-
ical judgment exceptions, which would
be made in the case of rape, incest, or
an endangerment of the mother’s life.

As I conclude, I would like to reit-
erate my opening remarks. Each life is
sacred. Each life has a right to protec-
tion. I urge my colleagues to help to
defend the innocent lives of America’s
unborn children and represent those
who cannot represent themselves.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. STEW-
ART, thank you very much for your
statement and your leadership as well.

I now yield to Mr. YOHO, the gen-
tleman from Florida.

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank my dear colleague, Mr. SMITH,
for holding this important pro-life Spe-
cial Order that gives a life to the un-
born.

I stand here today in defense of the
thousands of unborn children whose
lives were ended through no fault of
their own. These children are precious
gifts and cannot defend themselves.
They do not have the luxury to debate
whether or not society should recog-
nize them as living beings.

As a Christian and the proud father
also of three children, I strongly be-
lieve in the sanctity of life and that it
begins at conception. My heart aches
for the thousands of unborn children
who will never have that chance to ex-
perience the wonder of life.

Life is truly a miracle granted
through the grace of nature’s God, and
I am here today to say every life is a
gift and every life does matter.

It has been 42 years since the Su-
preme Court made their ruling in Roe
v. Wade. Since that ruling, an esti-
mated—and I want to repeat this, an
estimated—55 million lives have been
lost. That is more than the total popu-
lation of the northeast States. That is
more than the population of the State
of California.

Future generations will look back
and judge us. They will judge us on our
failure to protect the most innocent
among us. They will judge us for allow-
ing infanticide, human genocide of our
next generation yet to come.

This week, the defenders of life in the
thousands have and will come to Wash-
ington, D.C., to support the sanctity of
life. This has grown into the largest
pro-life event in the world. I want them
to know we will keep fighting to defend
the silent, unborn child.

How can we as a nation—how can we
as a nation—have laws that protect the
embryo of a sea turtle or bald eagle but
yvet refuse to protect the same of our
own species? Shouldn’t the lives of the
unborn children matter as much as
these in the eyes of the law?

These lives, these gifts, these human
beings deserve to be protected and de-
fended.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I now
yield to DouG LAMALFA from Cali-
fornia.
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Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SMITH) for leading this Spe-
cial Order today, and also for the com-
ments started out by the gentlewoman
from Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER), very
heartfelt, that reflect the importance
of this.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of the sanctity of human life
and to recognize those who will be in
Washington, D.C., tomorrow for the
March for Life. I am pleased to join my
colleagues and individuals who have
traveled from near and far to be in soli-
darity to protect the rights of the un-
born. I applaud those marchers who
come here year after year despite snow,
rainy conditions, and cold conditions
to stand up for such a vital cause. It is
their efforts and determination which
gives substance and meaning to this
year’s theme, ‘“‘Every Life is a Gift”—
and to march for the truth.

As a parent, I wish all parents would
understand what the gift is that the
Lord has bestowed with one of these
young lives upon you. That is part of
our mission, to help them understand,
to educate. That is part of the mission
of the March for Life, to appreciate
that these are gifts, even through the
hard times. We have struggles in all
matters of our lives, and that is an im-
portant one we have to get through as
well. To understand these blessings
that these lives are.

Mr. Speaker, I stand before you to
convey to these marchers that their
voice will be heard and will continue to
be heard as we fight for the dignity of
human life.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank
the gentleman for his incisive com-
ments and for welcoming the marchers
tomorrow, which will be a great cele-
bration of life but also a restatement of
the determination we have in defending
life.

I now yield to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. ROTHFUS).

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from New Jersey. What
a privilege it is to be here with the gen-
tleman from New Jersey, who has been
fighting this fight for a very long time.
I remember back to my college days in
the 1980s seeing you standing for life.

I rise today to commemorate the 2015
March for Life, appropriately themed
“HEvery Life is a Gift.”” Life begins at
conception and must be defended at
every stage. Whether for the unborn,
the disabled, the elderly, we must pro-
mote a culture of life. This can and
must be done through our public policy
that is made here in Washington, D.C.,
just as it is being done throughout the
country in our communities.

Across the country there are many
places, thousands of pro-life pregnancy
centers, places like Choices Pregnancy
Services in western Pennsylvania,
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which does important work helping
families say ‘‘yes’ to life by offering
free medical and counseling services
and helping women in need.

As we prepare to march tomorrow on
the anniversary of Roe v. Wade, a deci-
sion that the late Justice Byron White
described as an exercise in raw judicial
power, I urge my colleagues to join me
in committing to defend the sanctity of
life. T also ask my colleagues to join
me in supporting the Pain-Capable Un-
born Child Protection Act.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank
Mr. ROTHFUS for his statement today.
He has been a true rising star and a
leader in defending the sanctity of life.

I now yield to the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. ROE), a physician who
has delivered over 5,000 babies.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding. Be-
fore I start, I want to say a few things
about my good friend CHRIS SMITH. Of
the 435 of us who serve here in the
House of Representatives, no one in
this body has been a stronger voice for
life than CHRIS. CHRIS, thank you.
Hopefully one day we will see this egre-
gious law overturned. Your persever-
ance over now four decades is exem-
plary. Thank you so much.

Mr. Speaker, as an OB-GYN, I have
personally delivered over 5,000 babies,
and I strongly support the sanctity of
life. Using technology like the 3-D
ultrasound has given us a window into
the womb that shows the unborn child
as a living, breathing, feeling human
being. I have looked through that win-
dow with my own eyes literally thou-
sands of times, and I have seen human
development occur from the earliest
stages of conception. When you see a
heartbeat at 26 days post-conception,
already dreams are being developed by
that mother and father about what this
baby will be in their lifetime. I have
been fortunate enough to experience
that three times, and it is a wonderful
feeling to know that this little person
is going to be your child and grow up to
be who knows what. All of the way
through birth we see this, which
strengthens my conviction in the right
to life.

Life is a precious miracle from God
that begins at conception. It is our re-
sponsibility and privilege as legislators
to protect those who do not have a
voice. I will always fight for life be-
cause it is my conviction that we are
all unique creations of a God who
knows us and loves us before we are
born.

Tonight we mark one of the most
tragic, misguided Supreme Court cases
in our Nation’s history: Roe v. Wade.
Since 1973, more than 50 million babies,
as has been stated here numerous
times, have been denied the most basic
right in this country, protected by our
Constitution, which is the right to life.
We must make our laws consistent
with our science now and restore full
legal protections to all those who are
waiting to be born. If government has
any legitimate function at all, it is to
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protect those, the most innocent
among us.

For over 30 years Congress has pre-
vented taxpayer-funded abortions. Un-
fortunately, this door has been re-
opened with the passage of ObamaCare,
the largest expansion since the pivotal
Roe v. Wade decision was made 42 years
ago. Members who stand here before
you today pledge themselves to protect
those without a voice, and I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues to
ensure this promise is kept. It is only
by making good on this oath that we
can expect to restore the trust that the
American people have in their own gov-
ernment, and in doing so, ensure that
the door to taxpayer-funded abortions
remains closed.

Let me just tell a brief story I was
telling Congressman SMITH before we
came onto the House floor. Over 25
years ago, my partner delivered a baby,
and I will just say ‘““Smith” for privacy
purposes. Baby Smith weighed about 1
pound 6 ounces over 25 years ago. Well,
the chances of that baby surviving
were minimal. Baby Smith got down to
less than one pound. I went by the in-
tensive care nursery and saw this tiny
baby that I thought would never make
it. Well, Baby Smith did make it, and
I was on a trip to Walmart with my
kids one day, and there was this young-
ster there with a pair of glasses on,
just like his doctor had. He was 2 years
old, and he was doing like any other 2
year old—he was knocking everything
off the shelf at Walmart. Wouldn’t it
have been a shame—and we are
aborting babies much larger than Baby
Smith—and Baby Smith is alive and
well today, thriving in our country and
being a productive citizen in this coun-
try.

As a father and a grandfather, I am
privileged to be here on the House floor
tonight with other legislators fighting
for the rights of the unborn.

CHRIS, thank you, and I thank my
colleagues. God bless each and every
one of you.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank
you very much for your Kkind state-
ment, and also for your leadership both
as a physician, a obstetrician, and also
as a lawmaker. It has made a huge dif-
ference. I want to say that publicly.
You provide insight and guidance that
all of us benefit from.

I yield to the gentleman from Kansas
(Mr. HUELSKAMP).

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Thank you, Con-
gressman. I know we probably sound
like a broken record—and for the
marchers coming in tomorrow, that is
something that they used before there
were CDs. Isn’t that great—we have all
of these marchers coming in who don’t
even know what a record is because
they are so young. In the battle for
life, we are winning with this genera-
tion. They understand the reality of
when life begins. I am so thankful for
that, and I am so thankful for CHRIS
SMITH’s leadership.

Like one of my earlier colleagues, 1
remember being on the other side of
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the rally watching the Congressman
and saying: Gosh darnit, I wish I could
be like him. What can I do?

That is what I would like to talk
about tonight: What can we do to make
a difference? Of course, as we will see
tomorrow, a tremendous level of polit-
ical involvement with tens, perhaps
hundreds of thousands of folks showing
up here from all over the country. Gen-
erally you have people from Kansas to
lead the march, and it is great to see
some Kkids from Benedictine College
and throughout my district as well get-
ting involved, making a difference,
both here in Washington and in their
State capital, coming here for the
March for Life, which we hashtagged
“Why We March.”

What else can we do? Very quickly,
we can help and assist women and fam-
ilies in crisis pregnancies. There are
hundreds and hundreds of facilities
across the country that offer free help
and free care, outreach for those in
very difficult situations. We can do
that.

The second thing we can do is en-
courage families, current families, en-
courage marriage. Marriage is a found-
ing block of our society, of our civiliza-
tion. The more we can encourage mar-
riage, the more we can encourage fami-
lies and the more we can help our un-
born.

We can also consider adoption. For
those who are listening today who are
wondering, maybe that should be for
me—sometimes it might be one spouse.
Sometimes it might be another. I was
with a couple of friends this weekend
just talking about that, saying, think
about it, pray about it, consider it, be-
cause there are literally tens of thou-
sands, hundreds of thousands of young
folks who are looking for homes. So
please consider that.

And lastly, I ask, please pray for the
unborn, please pray for birth families,
and please pray for those who are con-
sidering adoption.

Lastly, I want to briefly thank the
four birth families who blessed our
family with children. Some of them I
know, some of them I do not. Two of
them are in foreign countries and two
of those families are here in this coun-
try. But that is a tough decision. I am
so thankful for the men and women of
this country that chose life and offered
up their children for adoption.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank
you very much for sharing that very
personal story, which is very touching.

I now yield to the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. HUIZENGA).

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. I appre-
ciate my friend from New Jersey yield-
ing me this time, and I rise today to
join my colleagues and thousands of
Americans who will be marching on
Washington, D.C., tomorrow because
every life truly is a gift, which is this
year’s Right to Life march theme. It
has been talked about, the millions of
young lives that have been tragically
cut short.
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But I, like my colleague and our
friend from Kansas, who was just talk-
ing about his personal experience with
adoption, I come from a place in west-
ern Michigan that has really embraced
the notion of adoption. We have a num-
ber of friends and neighbors who have
done both domestic and international
adoption. In fact, one family is now on
their third adoption from Africa, and
this time they are coming home with a
brother and sister for four kids, adding
to their own natural five that they
have. And I must add that, a little jok-
ingly, we are not Catholic typically in
western Michigan, we are just pas-
sionate Protestants. We are wanting to
share that gift of life and opportunity
for those children who have that poten-
tial that their parents see and go
through a difficult decision to put
them up, and whether it is domesti-
cally or internationally, we are so
pleased that they have done that.

It is also why, because life being so
precious, why my wife, Natalie, and I
have been active through our church
and Michigan Right to Life, and my
wife particularly through the Lake-
shore Pregnancy Center, a crisis preg-
nancy center that she has been on the
board of for a number of years that is
helping young men and women make
those difficult choices in those difficult
life circumstances.

I understand, and I know my col-
leagues know this as well. This is very
difficult. It is very emotional. These
are issues that have affected so many
of us. As we deal with difficult cir-
cumstances where these pregnancies
have arisen, whether it is through rape
or through mistakes that have been
made to have these unplanned preg-
nancies, I think we need to show that
love and that mercy that we have been
shown at various times in our life.

I do want to encourage my colleagues
in the House, though, to take a close
look at a loophole, an issue that I be-
came aware of a couple of years ago.
Over the previous two Congresses, I in-
troduced something called the Home-
land Security Respect For Life Act and
worked with my friend and Appropria-
tions member, Representative ADER-
HOLT, to attach language to the annual
Department of Homeland Security Ap-
propriations bill.

This commonsense bill simply pre-
vents hardworking taxpayer dollars
from paying for abortions through the
DHS programs that currently would
fund abortions for detainees who lack
lawful status here in the United States.
In fact, this bill codifies pro-life lan-
guage that is already found in the ICE,
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, manual on detention standards.
But since this manual lacks a basis in
law and the weight of law, it can be
changed at any time by unelected bu-
reaucrats.

Well, I think it is time for us to put
the DHS in line with other depart-
ments of the government and codify
this and make sure that this is crystal
clear. Our current policy prohibits Fed-
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eral taxpayer funding for abortions for
law-abiding citizens on Medicaid, as
well as citizens who are in Federal pris-
on, why not the DHS and why not in
these detention areas? It only makes
sense to apply those same life-affirm-
ing standards to immigration detainees
as well.
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This is an easy fix, Mr. Chairman,
and I am hopeful that this year the
Senate and the President will agree to
our bill language and follow the prece-
dent as consistent with current admin-
istration policy in the other Federal
agencies. I, too, want to say thank you
for your leadership in this area and ap-
preciate the opportunity to spend some
time on the floor.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank
you very much, Mr. HUIZENGA. I want
to thank you, BILL, for your leadership
on pro-life issues in general, but espe-
cially for your legislation that deals
with the detainees issue because that
could quickly emerge as a trouble spot
if we are paying for abortions of people
who make it across the border. That
would be unconscionable to think that
we would be enabling the killing of
those precious children, so thank you.

I yield to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. LATTA).

Mr. LATTA. Thank you very much. I
appreciate the gentleman for yielding,
and also, I want to extend my thanks
for all your many, many years of work
and leadership to protect the life and
lives of the unborn. We really appre-
ciate everything you have done, and I
know, across the country, it is appre-
ciated.

Mr. Speaker, I do rise today to voice
my support for the right to life of un-
born children. During my time in the
Ohio General Assembly and, now, as a
Member of Congress, I have always
been a strong supporter of pro-life leg-
islation. I firmly believe we must be
vigilant in protecting the sanctity of
human life.

As previously mentioned by other
Members, it is heartbreaking to know
that, since 1973, there have been more
than 55 million abortions in the United
States. Fortunately, a report released
in February 2014 found abortion rates
and ratios are continuing to decline in
the United States and the rate of abor-
tion has dropped to its lowest since its
legalization; however, there is still
more work to be done. That is why I
continually support legislation to pro-
tect the unborn.

Tomorrow, tens of thousands of our
fellow citizens will be in Washington to
participate in the March for Life, and I
salute them for their steadfastness in
our cause for life. They will be here to
let their voices be heard.

I can speak that, in our church, I
know that we sponsor a couple of buses
that will be coming down from Bowling
Green State University, my alma
mater. There will be high schoolers
from across my district that will be
here, and we salute them, again, for
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making sure that they are here to have
their voices heard.

I also want to extend my sincere
thanks and appreciation to those who
have tirelessly worked for years to de-
fend the right to life; and, again, I
thank the gentleman for his efforts.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank
you very much, Mr. LATTA.

I yield to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. MICA).

Mr. MICA. Thank you, Mr. SMITH, for
yielding, and thank you also for calling
this Special Order, particularly as Con-
gress, tomorrow, will take up an im-
portant issue relating to the unborn.

Mr. Speaker and my colleagues, of all
the responsibilities given to Congress
under our Constitution, none is more
important than to protect and preserve
life.

Throughout the history of govern-
ments, through the entire course of the
world as we know it, governments have
had the power to decide who dies and
who lives. Our Founding Fathers estab-
lished the United States to ensure the
protection of first life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness for all of our citi-
zZens.

As the people’s Congress, we Dpass
laws that define life. We pass laws that
define life for all Americans, including
the unborn. No matter that comes be-
fore this Congress or our society is
more important than the matter of
protecting the lives of our citizens;
and, my colleagues, no citizen is more
vulnerable or helpless than the unborn.

Our Nation, in respect for life and the
unborn, must not waver. Protecting
human life at every opportunity must
be our only option and certainly our
moral responsibility.

As thousands of pro-life Americans
express their support for the unborn at
our Nation’s Capital this week, I wel-
come them, and I also hope and pray
that their voice is heard.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank
you, Chairman MICA.

I yield to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania, JOE PITTS, and just before I
do, I note that Mr. PITTS not only
chairs the Subcommittee on Health for
the Energy and Commerce Committee,
but prior to coming to Washington, he
was one of the prime authors of a
sweeping pro-life law in Pennsylvania
that has saved countless lives.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, first, I want
to thank CHRIS SMITH for his leadership
over the years. He is one of the people,
along with Henry Hyde, that I admired
from afar, and when I was elected 18
years ago, I told him I want to come
and hold up his arms in this fight for
life. He has been a real champion and
just a terrific leader here in the Con-
gress. I want to thank him for that.

I heard in a congressional life forum
a few years ago a lady by the name of
Frederica Mathewes-Green—she was
president of the Feminists for Life—
and she said something I will never for-
get. She said:

Abortion is the most violent form of death
known to mankind. It is death by dis-
memberment, decapitation, and poisoning.
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She said:

Abortion breaks a mother’s heart.

She said:

There are always two victims in an abor-
tion. One is the baby, and one is the mother;
one is dead, one is wounded.

I never forgot those statements of
this great feminist leader. I think her
focus is right. We need to keep that
focus where it is, where she had it: on
the mother, on the baby.

We are talking here about babies who
are in their 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th month of
pregnancy. For the first 5 months, a
woman could have an abortion, but
after that, it bans abortion, and I want
to say this: I was first elected in 1972,
inaugurated 3 weeks before Roe V.
Wade and Doe v. Bolton, so I have been
involved in these battles for the whole
time.

This is the first time in my memory
that our leadership has moved sub-
stantive legislation on the anniversary
of Roe v. Wade on the day of the
march. They should be applauded for
that. This is significant.

In 2 years, if things go the way we
hope, with a new Republican President
and a House and a Senate, 2 years from
tomorrow, we could very well see this
legislation signed into law. That is how
important this is. It moves the bar
back on Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton,
those two infamous decisions that have
resulted in 55 million unborn children
and women being affected by abortion.

As CHRIS said, I was involved in au-
thoring the Pennsylvania Abortion
Control Act, but I also was involved in
the Medicaid funding cutoff bill that
passed in Pennsylvania—I think that
was about 1978—and we had a reporting
requirement in that bill, so that the
abortions that were due to rape and in-
cest had to be reported to the appro-
priate law enforcement or social serv-
ice agencies.

The year before our bill was passed
into law, there were some 740 abor-
tions, Medicaid-funded abortions, due
to so-called rape. The year after our
bill was signed into law, there were 38.
This shows the importance of that pro-
vision into law of reporting to the ap-
propriate authorities.

If you remove that provision from
the law—and some people want to do
that—that would create a loophole for
late-term abortions. As I said, for the
first 5 months, a woman could have an
abortion, but in the later term, they
could not without the appropriate re-
porting to appropriate authorities. It
would, I think, be a mistake, as some
would like to do, to remove those re-
quirements.

I just might conclude by saying that
we are one of only seven countries that
allow abortion at any point of preg-
nancy. Some countries are appalled
that the United States would permit
these late-term abortions. We had a fa-
mous case in Pennsylvania, the Kermit
Gosnell clinic, which was outrageous
when people find out what happened in
those late-term abortions.

Scientific studies tell us that chil-
dren feel pain in the womb. These are
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the children at this age who smile in
the womb, who suck their thumb, who
hiccup, who have dream patterns on
the brainwaves, who react to light if it
is intrauterine or a pinprick.

These are very tiny but knowing,
learning individuals. They have no one
to speak for them. They are voiceless,
so we have an obligation to speak for
those who cannot speak for themselves,
who can’t run away, who face this hor-
rific type of death, and the mothers
who carry them.

I would urge Members, just like as
shown in the public polls, the majority
of Americans support the legislation. I
would like to thank the leadership for
moving the legislation and like to say
that we are admonished in the scrip-
tures that if we see someone drawn to
death and we do not speak up, we do
nothing, that we will be held respon-
sible because, really, nothing is doing
something, silence is consent.

With the other pro-life people, Mem-
bers, and our great champion, I urge
the Members to support this legisla-
tion.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank
you very much, Mr. PITTs. Again, I
want to thank you for your leadership
both at the State and, now, Federal
level, especially as chairman of the
committee that deals with health.
Thank you so much.

I yield to the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. LAMBORN), who has also been
an outspoken champion of the right to
life.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row marks the 42nd anniversary of the
infamous Roe v. Wade Supreme Court
decision, which legalized elective abor-
tion in the U.S.

Elective abortion is an abhorrent
practice that tragically remains a com-
mon medical procedure performed in
the U.S. Every year, over 1 million
abortions are performed here.

Since 1973, when Roe v. Wade was de-
cided, 57 million babies have been lost
to abortion—57 million, Mr. Speaker.
To put this in perspective, according to
the last census numbers, 57 million is
about 18 percent of the U.S. population.
This staggering loss of children’s lives
is unconscionable.

My wife, Jeanie, and I have been
blessed with five children and two
grandchildren, with one more on the
way. I firmly believe that every life is
a precious gift from God, and I am
wholly committed to protecting the
sanctity of life.

One critically important step to-
wards protecting life is the Pain-Capa-
ble Unborn Child Protection Act that
we will be voting on tomorrow. I am a
proud cosponsor of this bill that will
prohibit anyone from performing an
abortion on an unborn child that is 20
weeks or older.

Medical research has shown that at
least by the 20th week of a pregnancy,
unborn babies can feel pain. Polls have
consistently shown that a majority of
Americans support banning abortions
after 20 weeks. Abortions after the 20th
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week are painful, violent, and harmful,
even to the mothers. It is time to end
this horrible procedure.

This week, we will continue to mourn
the lives cut short in the inhuman
wake of Roe v. Wade. We pray for God’s
continued comfort, grace, and mercy to
those touched by abortion.

Every life has value, and we have a
duty to protect the lives of those who
are the most innocent among us. I will
continue to be among those fighting to
do just that.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Thank
you, Doug.

I would like to now close, and I want
to thank my distinguished colleagues
for their eloquent statements in de-
fense of life.

Mr. Speaker, 42 years ago tomorrow
marks the U.S. Supreme Court’s infa-
mous, reckless, and inhumane aban-
donment of women and babies to the
abortionists—42 years of victims, dead
babies, wounded women, shattered fam-
ilies; 42 years of government-sanc-
tioned violence against women and
children. Since 1973, more than 56 mil-
lion—maybe 57 million—children have
been killed by abortion—a staggering
loss of children’s lives, a death toll
that equates to the entire population
of England.

The passage of time has not changed
the fact that abortion is a serious, le-
thal violation of fundamental human
rights. Rather than gull our con-
sciences to the unmitigated violence of
abortion, however, the passage of time
has only enabled us to see better and to
understand better the innate cruelty of
abortion and its horrific legacy—vic-
tims—while making us more deter-
mined than ever to protect the weakest
and most vulnerable.

In his inaugural speech, President
Obama said in pertinent part:

Together, we resolve that a great nation
must care for the vulnerable, that all are
created equal, and our journey is not com-
plete until all our children are cared for and
cherished and always safe from harm.

Yes, Mr. President. We must care for
the vulnerable, but that also includes
unborn children and their mothers. No
one gets left out or left behind. All peo-
ple are created equal, and our journey
is not complete until all of our chil-
dren, including the child in the womb,
are cared for and cherished and always
safe from harm.

Last night, right here in this Cham-
ber, the President said to tell every
child in every neighborhood, ‘““Your life
matters.” Again, Mr. Speaker, the
President is leaving out a whole class
of human beings, who because of the
fact they are in utero—the fact that
they are yet to be born—they are con-
strued to be excluded from humanity
and, therefore, from their basic human
rights. It is unconscionable, Mr. Speak-
er. It is unconscionable.

Let me also say, in talking about vic-
tims, a couple of years ago, I met a
woman named Linda Shrewsbury—an
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academic, an African American, with a
degree from Harvard, who had an abor-
tion. She said:

The lies that brought me to that day and
to its sorrowful aftermath are crystal clear
in my mind—falsehoods and deceptions that
concealed the truth about abortion. Lies
planted in my thinking by clever marketing
and media campaigns and endless repetition
led to a tragic, irreversible decision—the
death of my first child.

Ms. Shrewsbury went on to say:

I really didn’t understand back then. At
age 20, I had no inkling of the mental and
emotional darkness I was about to enter. I
couldn’t have grasped the immense psycho-
logical toll it would take for years into the
future—unrelenting tears, guilt, shame, and
depression. After spending many years in de-
nial, I did eventually find healing.

Linda goes on to say:

When I understood and rejected distortions
about fetal development, doublespeak about
choice, rights, and planned and wanted chil-
dren, I understood the vreality and
victimhood of my aborted child.

She went on and concluded:

I understood the absence of moral basis for
choosing to disentitle an innocent human
being of life. When I embraced the truth, the
truth set me free, and I, finally, gained inner
peace.

Some of my colleagues have men-
tioned the historic vote that we will
take tomorrow on the Pain-Capable
Unborn Child Protection Act. This leg-
islation, Mr. Speaker, as you know, is
a modest but necessary attempt to at
least protect babies who are 20 weeks
old and who are pain capable from hav-
ing to suffer and die from abortion.

I don’t know about you, Mr. Speaker,
but I, like, I think, most people, avoid
pain at almost all costs. When I have
surgeries—when anyone has surgeries—
I am put locally or generally under an-
esthesia so that I do not have to feel
the pain. The unborn child, when he or
she is getting an intervention to help
cure a disability or to deal with disease
or illness, gets anesthesia because we
now know beyond any reasonable doubt
that unborn children who are at least
at 20-weeks’ gestation feel that pain.

When the abortionist commits a D&E
abortion or one of the other abor-
tions—D&E is literally a way of dis-
membering the child—they feel this
pain—‘‘they” being the children—and
it is excruciating. Children, including
children with disabilities, deserve bet-
ter treatment than pain-filled dis-
memberment.

I would point out to my colleagues
the expert testimony of Dr. Anthony
Levatino’s before the House Judiciary
Committee. He is a former abortionist
who has performed hundreds of dis-
memberment abortions. He described
D&E. He said:

The baby can be in any position inside the
uterus. Just reach in with a Sopher clamp,
and grasp whatever you can.

The former abortionist went on to
say:

Pull really hard, and out pops an arm.
Reach in again and again, and tear out the
spine, intestines, heart, and lungs.

Pull out a severed arm. Tear out the
spine, intestines, heart, and lungs. This
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is child abuse, Mr. Speaker. Not only is
this assault on a child inhumane, it is
extremely painful as the child experi-
ences that dismemberment. Again, I
say that children, including children
with disabilities, deserve better treat-
ment than pain-filled dismemberment.

Again, tomorrow is the March for
Life, and there will be tens of thou-
sands of people there who are speaking
out for the unborn and equally for
their mothers. There will be numbers
of women there from the Silent No
More Awareness Campaign—all women
who have had abortions and who now
speak out eloquently and with great
compassion to say to women who are
post-abortive that there is hope, that
there is reconciliation. Face the truth,
and that is the beginning to that rec-
onciliation.

We will be there tomorrow, praying,
working, of course—even fasting—for
that day when every life is cherished as
a gift, every life loved despite one’s dis-
ability, race, sex, color, religion, or
condition of dependency, when every
life is welcomed no matter the incon-
venience.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

CONTRASTING VIEWS OF
GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GROTHMAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. JOLLY) for 30 minutes.

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, 1 appre-
ciate the opportunity to address the
House and to address the country this
afternoon and to do so with colleagues
of mine from Alabama (Mr. BYRNE) and
from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) to draw a con-
trast between the view of government
represented by our side of the aisle and
of that which we heard last night from
our President, a President who seem-
ingly ignored the will of the people as
expressed by the ballot box in Novem-
ber and who, instead, doubled down on
an agenda that we believe on our side
of the aisle is the wrong view of gov-
ernment and the wrong direction for
our Nation. So I rise with my col-
leagues today to talk about just a few
of the very substantive points and to
do so very constructively and to
present why we have a different view of
government and why we think that is
important.

I would start by suggesting this. If
we think about what the President said
last night, in his words, the President
declared from the rostrum that no
challenge poses a greater threat to fu-
ture generations than climate change.
Now, I understand the sympathetic po-
sition on climate change. I am from a
coastal State, and, frankly, I am a
member of the Republican Party who
believes that, indeed, the climate is
changing, but I do not believe that the
greatest challenge facing our future
generations is that of climate change.

In fact, you can harken back to the
words of Thomas Jefferson. He had a
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very different opinion than our Presi-
dent had last night. He said that public
debt is the greatest of dangers for our
Nation to fear. I would suggest that
Jefferson was right, that the greatest
threat to our future generations is ac-
tually economic security and domestic
security. I would like to speak for just
a couple of moments about that and
allow my colleagues to talk about
other portions of the President’s re-
marks.

Let’s first talk about the long-term
threat to our economic security—our
national debt—a topic that was com-
pletely ignored in the President’s ad-
dress to the Nation last night.

Understand the significance of where
we sit historically when it comes to
the national debt. When this President
took office, our national debt was just
over $10 trillion, meaning it had taken
220 years for our Republic—220 years—
to accumulate just over $10 trillion in
debt, a number already far too high. In
the 8 years of this administration, an
additional $10 trillion will be added
under this President’s watch. When he
leaves his office, our debt will be over
$20 trillion.

Mr. Speaker, that is a threat to our
national security. The greatest threat,
perhaps, to our national security, argu-
ably, could be unwatched, out-of-con-
trol spending and debt that ultimately
collapses our economic system and en-
sures that we are no longer the world’s
greatest superpower. In fact, George
Washington, himself, admonished that
we have a moral obligation to pay off
our debts during the life of the major-
ity, during our lifetimes.

Rather than hearing from a Presi-
dent who doubled down on a very pro-
gressive agenda and who suggested
with the rare audacity, as he did, that
our Nation is fine in that conflicts and
wars are over, in that our economy has
returned, in that we have faster job
growth than European nations—and
yet the President suggested last night
that he wants to grow our government
in the very same manner that these
European nations have today—and
rather than tell us how to grow a gov-
ernment we already can’t afford, I
would ask the President to present a
plan to pay for the government we al-
ready have.

The greatest threat to future genera-
tions is not climate change. It is our
economic security, and it is also our
homeland security. Many on this side
of the aisle have grave reservations
about the President’s current plan to
combat the war against ISIS, or ISIL—
against radical extremists-terrorists
who intend to bring harm to the United
States. That is a threat. That is a real
threat.

The President called for something
last night that I strongly agree with. I
think this body should have a robust
debate about an authorization to use
military force. We owe it to the Amer-
ican people, who sent us here, to rep-
resent them on this very critical issue
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