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of a simple modification to our Tax
Code that will greatly support the con-
sumer-driven growth of natural gas in
the transportation sector.

Today’s abundant and domestically
produced natural gas is an increasingly
important fuel to our transportation
sector, from small passenger vehicles
in my home State of Indiana, to con-
tainer ships that transport goods from
America’s heartland to overseas mar-
kets.

Now, our Tax Code is still taxing cars
and trucks that run on natural gas at
a higher rate than their diesel equiva-
lent because the tax was instituted
years ago when our energy picture
looked vastly different. We need to cor-
rect this disparity. It is a simple fix
and just one example of how Congress
can create a more level playing field
while diversifying our energy mix.

I urge my colleagues to work with
me on this matter.

———
CLIMATE CHANGE IS REAL

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, last week
Pope Francis echoed the chorus of 97
percent of climate scientists whose
findings prove that climate change is
real and is manmade, and climate
change has the potential to destroy the
only planet that we have. Let me say
that again. Climate change is real, it is
manmade, and it can reverse all the
progress we have made as a nation.

Pope Francis frames the reality of
climate change in a way that we must
consider if we are to protect our envi-
ronment as directed by our Creator for
future generations, future economic
development, and future progress. The
leader of the Catholic Church accu-
rately points out that it is a moral im-
perative to act on climate change; it is
a moral imperative to act as a good
steward of the environment and the
gifts we have been given.

I thank Pope Francis, and I hope the
words he shared last week will ring
true with all of us, including those who
continue to deny climate change, both
in this body and around the world. I
hope the Pope’s encyclical will encour-
age deniers to work with us to find cre-
ative ways to clean up our environ-
ment, help create jobs, and make our
world just a little bit better for our
kids and grandkids.

RELIGIOUS CLEANSING

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
Roman Empire was notorious in its
massacre of Christians 2,000 years ago.
Now Christians are once again facing
deadly persecution. Barbaric terrorist
groups like ISIS are stalking and at-
tacking Christians wherever they find
them. Christians are disappearing, and
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some are fleeing countries like Syria
and Iraq, home to Christians since the
days of early Christianity.

ISIS boasts of brutally killing and
enslaving thousands of Christians.
There are more and more reports of
ISIS sex-trafficking young girls that
are stolen away from their Christian
parents. ISIS even posts videos online
of their barbaric beheading of Chris-
tians.

Why the hate, kidnapping, and mur-
der? Because Christians will not re-
nounce their Christian faith. The
world, and the United States in par-
ticular, needs to denounce the murder
of people based on their religious be-
liefs, whether Christians, Jews, or Mus-
lims.

We cannot accept nor tolerate ISIS’
genocide of Christians. Justice de-
mands ISIS be held accountable for
their crimes of religious cleansing.

And that is just the way it is.

———

JUNE IS NATIONAL DAIRY MONTH

(Mr. VALADAO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, many
of my colleagues on the House floor
today may not know that June is Na-
tional Dairy Month. As a dairy farmer
myself, I believe this month is a per-
fect opportunity to recognize how im-
portant the dairy industry is to the
Central Valley.

Not only are there dairy farms in all
50 States, but dairy is the number one
agriculture business in 10 States, in-
cluding Idaho, New York, and Wis-
consin. However, my home State of
California is the biggest dairy producer
in the country and is responsible for
21.3 percent of the U.S. milk supply.
My own district, California 21, pro-
duces the most dairy of any congres-
sional district in the Nation.

However, dairy isn’t just important
to farmers. Not only do Americans con-
sume at least two cups of dairy prod-
ucts each and every day, but America’s
dairy industry is important to our Na-
tion’s agriculture market and our en-
tire economy.

Dairy farms across the country im-
prove our national economy. The U.S.
dairy industry creates an estimated
$140 billion in economic output, $29 bil-
lion in household earnings, and is re-
sponsible for creating more than 900,000
jobs.

So this summer when you stop for ice
cream on a hot night or a bowl of ce-
real on a rushed morning, remember

the hard-working Americans who
brought dairy to your grocery store.
————
J 1930
CONGRATULATING INGERSOLL
RAND

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, last month,
Ingersoll Rand, a global leader in prod-
ucts that enhance energy efficiency,
productivity, and operations for its
customers, celebrated the 50th anniver-
sary of its Mocksville, North Carolina,
plant.

Opened in 1965, the Mocksville plant
began machining rotary components
for air compressors. Throughout the
years, the workers in Mocksville have
manufactured assemblies and compo-
nents for a number of products within
Ingersoll Rand’s portfolio.

Within the last 6 years, the plant has
experienced tremendous growth as se-
lect assembly operations for Trane and
Thermo King equipment were moved to
the plant. During difficult economic
times, these jobs have strengthened the
local economy.

The company’s major investment in
Davie County is a tribute to the area’s
skilled workforce, men and women who
are dedicated to producing the best
products in the world.

Congratulations to everyone at In-
gersoll Rand in Mocksville as you cele-
brate this significant milestone.

——
CONFEDERATE FLAG

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in full support of South Carolina
Governor Nikki Haley’s call to remove
the Confederate battle flag from the
South Carolina statehouse grounds,
and North Carolina Governor Pat
McCrory’s call to discontinue State-
issued Confederate flag license plates.

As one who grew up in the South, Mr.
Speaker, and a proud North Carolinian,
I fully understand that to many the
Confederate flag represents history and
heritage of their forefathers who
fought for self-governance of the
States. However, I cannot ignore that
this same flag has also been used as a
symbol of hate, and therefore causes
immense pain for many of our citi-
zens—yes, our brothers and sisters.

In Romans, chapter 14, the Apostle
Paul writes, ‘“Let us therefore make
every effort to do what leads to peace
and to mutual edification. Do not de-
stroy the work of God for the sake of
food”’—or, might I add, a flag.

Let us be proud of our heritage, and
let us give our descendants reason to
be proud of our proper and thoughtful
works today.

——————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
MICHAEL JAMES SULLIVAN

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy heart
that I rise today to celebrate the life of
Michael James Sullivan and offer my
condolences to his friends and family.
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Michael passed away on June 14, 2015,
after an 1ll-year battle against ALS,
also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

When Michael was diagnosed with
ALS in 2004, he was determined not to
let the disease control his life. He
found hope in his family, friends, and
faith. This hope encouraged him to be-
come an advocate for the 30,000 other
Americans who live with ALS.

Mike encouraged others and their
families to be strong and resilient in
the face of illness. His upbeat and opti-
mistic personality was a constant re-
minder to take advantage of every op-
portunity that life hands us. He was a
frequent visitor to my office. He was a
tireless self-advocate who remained up-
beat, compassionate, and personable—
even in the face of a horribly debili-
tating disease.

Mr. Speaker, we can all learn from
Michael Sullivan’s exemplary service,
selflessness, and love. He will be great-
ly missed. His friends and family are
blessed to have known such an honor-
able man. In the words of Michael:
“One day together, we can create a
world without ALS.”

———

PROTECTING SENIORS’ ACCESS TO
MEDICARE ACT OF 2015

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased that the House showed leader-
ship tonight in passing H.R. 1190, Pro-
tecting Seniors’ Access to Medicare
Act of 2015.

The IPAB board was going to be very
problematic for seniors, and H.R. 1190
is going to be a very important tool in
correcting the wrongs of the Affordable
Care Act and preserving access to
health care. It would indeed have had
an unelected board making Medicare
spending decisions which, again, would
be shifting power to Washington, D.C.,
and away from that all-important doc-
tor-patient relationship, where it real-
1y should be.

We want to talk about savings in the
medical field—and we need to—because
not nearly enough is done, whether it
was in the Affordable Care Act or other
conversations around D.C. We need to
talk about and work on actually
achieving cost cutting, reduction of un-
necessary costs delivering health care,
litigation, and the time it takes to
bring miracle pharmaceuticals to mar-
kets.

These are the kinds of things that we
need to be doing to make health care
more affordable and, indeed, more ac-
cessible.

——
CALIFORNIA DROUGHT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks on the sub-
ject of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I am
not at all sure it is going to be that
controversial, but I was just looking
outside the Capitol before I came in to
make this presentation, and it is rain-
ing. It is a downpour. For those of us
from California, it has been a long time
since we have seen a downpour.

The Golden State, the seventh larg-
est economy in the world and home to
over 35 million people, is in the throes
of a historic drought. This is the fourth
year, and it is a world of hurt in Cali-
fornia.

The economy is moving along. We are
not complaining about the economy.
Many parts of it are moving along. But
for everyone in the State of California,
whether you are in the far north up
near Mount Shasta or way down here
in the San Diego area, we are hurting.

There is a lot of talk. Water restric-
tions are taking place in every city,
whether you are on the coast, up in the
north, or in the far south at Laguna
Beach. Wherever you happen to be in
the State of California, these restric-
tions are tightening up on the ability
of communities to prosper, grow, and
keep their lawns green, but more im-
portant in some communities, to even
live there.

In some parts of the Central Valley,
down here in the Fresno area, there are
communities that are out of water.
Communities of 3,000, 5,000, maybe even
10,000 people, have virtually no water
at all.

This is a problem today. As we look
to the future, we are going to see the
State’s economy and population grow
and the demand for water will ever in-
crease, unless we do something. What
we must do is develop a water plan for
all of California.

Unfortunately, what we do most of
the time in California is fight over
water. There is the famous saying from
Mark Twain: ‘““Whiskey is for drinking.
Water is for fighting over.”

And so it has been ever since my
great-great-grandfather came to Cali-
fornia in the early days of the Gold
Rush up here in the mother lode re-
gion. You couldn’t mine without water.
And fighting over that water was the
order of the day, and it is today.

So as this entire State and much of
the Southwest region—Nevada, south-
ern Oregon, Utah, New Mexico, and
even the western parts of Texas—suffer
through this historic drought, we have
taken to fighting in California. And I
want to spend a few moments this
evening talking about what we must do
immediately and then a long-term so-
lution for the State of California.

Immediate, we are going to have to
seek help. The State of California is
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using some bond money from past bond
acts and some bond money from the
historic passage of Proposition 1 last
November to immediately try to fix
problems that exist in those commu-
nities without water. And so that
money will begin to flow to those com-
munities, wherever they happen to be.

There are a couple up here in the
Sacramento Valley and further down in
the San Joaquin Valley. The deserts
have always been without water, so
this is not new to them, although it is
more extreme.

It is good that the bond act can pro-
vide immediate relief, but the rest of
the short-term solutions will come
from Washington. I want to congratu-
late and thank the administration for
providing $110 million of money for a
variety of projects. Some of those
projects are to dig deeper wells for
those communities without water, to
find ways to improve the conservation
immediately, and to set about other
programs that are short-term in na-
ture—all to the good. And that should
continue.

In the days ahead, we are going to
take up the appropriations bill for
water. In that appropriations bill, we
should direct the administration to do
what it is doing—and to continue doing
it through this drought—and that is to
focus all of those resources on the im-
mediate drought that is occurring.

Whether it is aid for ranchers and
farmers or cities, it makes no dif-
ference. It is broad and it needs to be
done, and it should line up with Propo-
sition 1 of the last November ballot.
That is both short-term and long-term.
So the Federal Government supports
those projects that would be funded
under that $7 billion bond act that the
citizens of California voted for in an
overwhelming majority.

But I would also like to talk about
the long-term here. Because droughts
will come and go, and we must be pre-
pared not only in California, but across
the West.

For many years, the Department of
Water Resources in California has
looked at the problem and has made
many, many suggestions; but until
about 4 years ago, those suggestions
were never put together in a com-
prehensive plan.

I am familiar with this. I am a water
warrior in California. I have rep-
resented this part of California for
nearly 40 years, the great Central Val-
ley of California. I will put up another
map so you can get a better look at it.

So the plans that were put together
by the California Department of Water
Resources deal with the Sacramento
River, which flows south, and the San
Joaquin River, which flows north from
the Fresno area. This is way beyond
Sacramento. Mount Shasta and Or-
egon, it is way up there.

These are the two great rivers of
California, together with the Colorado,
which is way to the south. It flows into
an area here which is called the Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin Delta. This is the
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