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So today I hope you will join me in
thanking a teacher. I want to con-
gratulate him for being a great educa-
tor, a difference maker, and a terrific
dad.

Happy retirement, Dad.

REPEALING THE MEDICAL DEVICE
TAX

(Mr. LANCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of repealing
the medical device tax, a burdensome
tax on medical devices that increases
costs, stifles investment, slows the
race for cures, and ultimately makes
health care more expensive for pa-
tients.

The tax has resulted in less spending
on research and development, esca-
lating costs on the newest tech-
nologies, a reduction in capital invest-
ments, and, ultimately, is a factor in
the loss of jobs in our Nation’s vital
life science sector, which is critical to
keeping the United States a leader in
the world and is crucial to my home
State of New Jersey.

One of the major newspapers in our
area editorialized recently in support
of our efforts, the Easton Express-
Times, pointing out that the medical
device tax is having a depressing effect
on a sector of the economy that until
recently was doing well. Some are
looking to relocate overseas.

I thank my close friend, Congress-
man ERIK PAULSEN of Minnesota, and
the Ways and Means Committee for
sponsoring this legislation. I urge the
House to pass repeal of the medical de-
vice tax and work with our Senate col-
leagues to send this measure to the
President.

———

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, the night be-
fore last, with the whole world watch-
ing, my home team, the Golden State
Warriors, brought the O’Brien Trophy
back to Oakland.

The Warriors, led by NBA MVP Ste-
phen Curry, showed the power of per-
sistence and teamwork both on and off
the court.

The finals against the well-matched
and talented Cleveland Cavaliers were
a thrill to watch. These games were
basketball at its best, with both teams
showing real passion on the court.

It has been 40 years since Oakland
last brought home the championship,
and throughout this long journey, War-
rior fans have stayed loyal and faith-
ful.

Thank you to the Warriors team for
making our dreams of another cham-
pionship a reality. I have no doubt that
this remarkable team will go down in
Oakland’s history. Thank you to head
coach Steve Kerr, Stephen Curry, Clay
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Thompson, finals MVP Andre Iguodala,
and all of the talented players who
brought this championship home.

I can’t wait to celebrate this win
with all the Warriors fans and players
at the victory parade tomorrow morn-
ing in Oakland.

Go Warriors. Go Oakland. Go Dub Na-
tion.

———

IN HONOR AND MEMORY OF
CLEMENTA PINCKNEY

(Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in honor and memory of
my former South Carolina General As-
sembly colleague, State Senator
Clementa Pinckney.

Tragedy shot through the hearts of
every family and community last night
in South Carolina. It is important in
times like these to remember that we
are all made in the image of God. We
are all brothers and sisters in Christ
and are there to shoulder the burden of
tragedy and loss.

Please pray for the 180-year-old
Emanuel AME Church, who suffered
the loss; the city of Charleston, tor-
mented with distress; the State of
South Carolina and its law enforce-
ment personnel. We all need to come
together with compassion and love.

Remember from the Book of Mat-
thew:

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they
shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit
the Earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall re-
celve mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall
be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven.

May God comfort the city of Charles-
ton and the State of South Carolina
this morning.

————
EXPORT-IMPORT BANK

(Mr. AGUILAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to highlight the familiar predica-
ment Congress has found itself in be-
cause the Republican leadership con-
tinues to govern by crisis.

As of today, we have only 4 legisla-
tive days until the Export-Import Bank
expires. This bank helps American
businesses of all sizes and markets
around the world.

China’s businesses have the support
of their country’s export-import bank,
and we need to give our businesses the
same certainty.

For years, the Ex-Im Bank has
helped level the playing field for busi-
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nesses in my district and across this
Nation, empowering and supporting
them to grow and conduct business
overseas.

I have had the opportunity to work
with colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to support businesses and create
jobs in my home district in San
Bernardino County.

There is no reason we can’t continue
working together to reauthorize the
Ex-Im Bank so American workers and
businesses have the opportunity to
play a role in the global economy.

We cannot force American businesses
and workers to pay the price for Con-
gress’ inaction. The Ex-Im Bank
doesn’t cost taxpayers a cent and has
created or maintained 1% million pri-
vate sector jobs since 2007. We need to
stop the political games and reauthor-
ize the Ex-Im Bank.

——————

PREGNANCY DISCRIMINATION
AMENDMENT ACT

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, in the
21st century workplace where women
account for nearly half of the work-
force, it is vital that our policies re-
flect today’s new realities. Specifi-
cally, the 1978 Pregnancy Discrimina-
tion Act, PDA, is in need of moderniza-
tion.

Recently, the act was litigated before
the Supreme Court, but even the Jus-
tices were unable to fully resolve how
to apply the PDA. That is why Senator
MURKOWSKI and I have introduced the
Pregnancy Discrimination Amendment
Act. It says working moms-to-be
should have access to reasonable ac-
commodations from their employers if
health issues arise from pregnancy.

Unlike other proposals that will cre-
ate more mandates, confusion, and liti-
gation, my bill simply clarifies exist-
ing law to ensure the 21st century
workplace works for families, employ-
ers, and expectant mothers.

——

IRAN

(Mr. MURPHY of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today as we approach the
deadline of negotiations with Iran to
stress that any agreement must un-
equivocally guarantee that Iran cannot
obtain nuclear weapons.

While a diplomatic solution is the
ideal method of stopping Iran’s illicit
nuclear weapons program, we owe it to
the American people of this country to
end up with not just a good deal, but a
great deal.

A great deal means giving inspectors
robust access to nuclear facilities to
promptly verify compliance. A great
deal means Iran acknowledges the full
extent of its nuclear weapons program.
A great deal would remove tools that



June 18, 2015

could leave Iran with a pathway to-
ward nuclear weapons and provide a
long-term solution. Finally, a great
deal phases in sanctions relief so we
aren’t rewarding Iran for deception and
noncompliance.

A nuclear Iran is one of the greatest
threats to the United States; our great-
est ally, Israel; and to regional sta-
bility in the Middle East. I cannot
stress enough how important it is that
Iran must mnot, under any cir-
cumstance, be able to obtain a nuclear
weapon.

———

COMMEMORATING AMERICAN
EAGLE DAY

(Mr. ROE of Tennessee asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to once again rise to
join in commemorating June 20, 2015,
as American Eagle Day and celebrate
the recovery and restoration of the
bald eagle, the national symbol of the
United States.

On June 20, 1782, the eagle was des-
ignated as a national emblem of the
United States by the Founding Fathers
at the Second Continental Congress.
The bald eagle is the central image of
the Great Seal of the United States and
is displayed in the official seal of many
branches and departments of the Fed-
eral Government.

The bald eagle is an inspiring symbol
of the spirit of freedom and democracy
of the United States. Since the found-
ing of the Nation, the image, meaning,
and symbolism of the eagle have
played a significant role in art, music,
history, commerce, literature, archi-
tecture, and the culture of the U.S. The
bald eagle’s habitat only exists in
North America.

I hope my colleagues will join in
celebrating June 20, 2015, as American
Eagle Day, which marks the recovery
and restoration of the bald eagle.

——
O 0915
INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, today, 1
am introducing a resolution to com-
memorate the first ever International
Yoga Day.

This day is occurring on Sunday,
June 21, and it was a day that was des-
ignated by the United Nations with
over 177 countries in support. Over 24
million Americans and 250 million peo-
ple around the world practice some
form of yoga, and, on Sunday, people
all around the world will be celebrating
the benefits of living a yoga lifestyle.

India’s Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi, addressed the UN General As-
sembly on September 27, 2014, stating:

Yoga is an invaluable gift of India’s an-
cient tradition. It embodies unity of mind
and body, thought and action, restraint and
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fulfillment, harmony between man and na-
ture, a holistic approach to health and well-
being. It is not about exercise, but, rather, it
is about discovering the sense of oneness
within yourself, the world, and nature.

As a longtime yoga practitioner my-
self, I have experienced firsthand the
positive impact of yoga on my own life,
and I am honored to be introducing
this resolution today and sharing with
others the true meaning of yoga.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF THE SENATE AMENDMENT TO
H.R. 2146, DEFENDING PUBLIC
SAFETY EMPLOYEES' RETIRE-
MENT ACT

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 321 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 321

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 2146) to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow
Federal law enforcement officers, fire-
fighters, and air traffic controllers to make
penalty-free withdrawals from governmental
plans after age 50, and for other purposes,
with the Senate amendment thereto, and to
consider in the House, without intervention
of any point of order, a motion offered by the
chair of the Committee on Ways and Means
or his designee that the House concur in the
Senate amendment with the amendment
printed in the report of the Committee on
Rules accompanying this resolution. The
Senate amendment and the motion shall be
considered as read. The motion shall be de-
batable for one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Ways and
Means. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the motion to its adop-
tion without intervening motion or demand
for division of the question.

POINT OF ORDER

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to section 426 of the Congres-
sional Budget and Impoundment Con-
trol Act of 1974, I make a point of order
against consideration of the rule,
House Resolution 321.

Section 426 of the Budget Act specifi-
cally states that the Rules Committee
may not waive the point of order pre-
scribed by section 425 of that same Act.

House Resolution 321 states that it
‘‘shall be in order . .. to consider in
the House, without intervention of any
point of order, a motion . . . that the
House concur in the Senate amend-
ment with the amendment printed in
the report of the Committee on Rules
accompanying the resolution.”

Therefore, I make a point of order
pursuant to section 426 that this reso-
lution may not be considered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas). The gentlewoman from New
York makes a point of order that the
resolution violates section 426(a) of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974.

The gentlewoman has met the
threshold burden under the rule, and
the gentlewoman from New York and a
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Member opposed each will control 10
minutes of debate on the question of
consideration. Following debate, the
Chair will put the question of consider-
ation as the statutory means of dis-
posing of the point of order.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, be-
fore I begin, I would like to take a mo-
ment, if I may, to mourn the horrific
loss of life in Charleston, South Caro-
lina.

Places of worship used to be places of
sanctuary, but there are no more sanc-
tuaries in the United States from gun
violence. Whether it is an elementary
school, a college, a hospital—anywhere
in the world—gun violence is there
among us. We want to all give our con-
dolences to our colleague JIM CLYBURN,
who represents that area in Charleston.

I have a personal interest in it as a
very good friend of mine, who had been
pastor of Baber AME Church for dec-
ades in Rochester, left us to go to pas-
tor that church and is still an elder
there. So our hearts go out to all of
them for all of the grief. We hope that
we will see brighter days when people
can g0 to a sanctuary place of worship
in peace.

Now to the matter before Congress
today, Mr. Speaker, our Chamber and
our Nation are off balance. There is
something drastically wrong when
Members of the people’s House are
asked to vote on greasing the skids for
a trade deal they are discouraged from
reading and, even if they do read, can-
not discuss with their constituents, the
people who sent them here.

That is what we are being asked to
do today regarding a massive trade
deal: abdicate our authority by approv-
ing fast track and to give the simple
vote of ‘‘yea’ or ‘‘nay’’ on an issue that
is not simple at all. In fact, it could
not be more complex or more far-
reaching. Unlike the Senate action on
this measure, Members of the House
were totally unable to have any
amendment or very much discussion of
what is going on here.

Mr. Speaker, fast track is an anach-
ronism that needs to die. There is no
longer any need for it at all. It came as
a matter of convenience in the seven-
ties when the United States was the
biggest manufacturer on the face of the
Earth and when we were pretty sure we
always would be. So it was decided by
the powers that were in place then that
the Congress would just hand it over to
the administration to go ahead and ne-
gotiate whole trade agreements despite
the fact that the Constitution of the
United States gives us that power. We
allowed the administration to do it.
One committee, Ways and Means, got
to see it. There was no amendment,
and the only vote we can take on a
trade bill is ‘‘yea’ or ‘‘nay.”

Mr. Speaker, it is not just we who are
forbidden, basically, to see what is in
this bill and to talk about it. It is also
the countries of Australia and New
Zealand. Let me read from a report on
that.
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