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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God our Father, we give You thanks
for giving us another day.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House as they gather at the end of an-
other week in the Capitol. Endow each
with the graces needed to attend to the
issues of the day with wisdom, that the
results of their efforts might benefit
the citizens of our Nation and the
world.

We also ask Your blessing leading
into this weekend upon fathers
throughout our country. May they be
their best selves, and may their chil-
dren appreciate fully the blessing their
fathers have been to them.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. LANCE) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. LANCE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————————

FEDERAL OBSTACLES TO SAVING
FOR RETIREMENT

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, we talk a lot
in this Chamber about the negative im-
pacts of overly burdensome rules and
regulations handed down by bureau-
crats in Washington.

Nowhere are the potential negative
consequences more evident than the
700-page rule proposed by the Depart-
ment of Labor. Among other things, it
expands the Department’s complex
pension rules to cover IRAs as well as
changes the definition of who is classi-
fied as a financial adviser. Ultimately,
I believe this rule will restrict access
to advice and drive up costs for small
businesses.

It also illustrates a fundamental dif-
ference between Republicans and
Democrats. Democrats want everyone
to end up in the same place with iden-
tical outcomes, and Republicans be-
lieve in providing individuals with the
same level of opportunity. This rule

seeks guaranteed outcomes for every-
one, but there are inherent risks asso-
ciated with investing.

While I am open to modernizing cur-
rent rules in order to protect con-
sumers against predatory practices
that pose unnecessary risks, I will not
support efforts that make it harder for
American families to save and plan for
retirement.

———

HONORING J.C. KILMER

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr.
Brokaw once said:

It’s easy to make a buck. It’s much harder
to make a difference.

Today I rise to honor someone who
made a difference as a schoolteacher
for 50 years. He began his career a half
century ago at Roosevelt Junior High
School in Port Angeles, Washington,
where he taught seventh grade home-
room and coached football.

I have met so many people who had
him as a teacher; I think he may have
taught my entire hometown. But the
common themes from his former stu-
dents that I have met have been these:
He was a great teacher. He cared about
me as a student. He didn’t just teach
me English and geography; he taught
me to be a better student and a better
person.

Earlier this week, he finished out his
career at the Chrysalis School in
Woodinville, Washington, and yester-
day he had his first well-deserved day
of retirement.

Mr. Speaker, the teacher that I rise
to honor today is named J.C. Kilmer,
and he is my dad.

Mark Twain remarked that the two
most important days in a person’s life
are the day he is born and the day he
figures out why. My father was born to
teach. And like so many fantastic edu-
cators, he has affected so many lives in
SO many ways.

Speaker, Tom
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So today I hope you will join me in
thanking a teacher. I want to con-
gratulate him for being a great educa-
tor, a difference maker, and a terrific
dad.

Happy retirement, Dad.

REPEALING THE MEDICAL DEVICE
TAX

(Mr. LANCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of repealing
the medical device tax, a burdensome
tax on medical devices that increases
costs, stifles investment, slows the
race for cures, and ultimately makes
health care more expensive for pa-
tients.

The tax has resulted in less spending
on research and development, esca-
lating costs on the newest tech-
nologies, a reduction in capital invest-
ments, and, ultimately, is a factor in
the loss of jobs in our Nation’s vital
life science sector, which is critical to
keeping the United States a leader in
the world and is crucial to my home
State of New Jersey.

One of the major newspapers in our
area editorialized recently in support
of our efforts, the Easton Express-
Times, pointing out that the medical
device tax is having a depressing effect
on a sector of the economy that until
recently was doing well. Some are
looking to relocate overseas.

I thank my close friend, Congress-
man ERIK PAULSEN of Minnesota, and
the Ways and Means Committee for
sponsoring this legislation. I urge the
House to pass repeal of the medical de-
vice tax and work with our Senate col-
leagues to send this measure to the
President.

———

GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, the night be-
fore last, with the whole world watch-
ing, my home team, the Golden State
Warriors, brought the O’Brien Trophy
back to Oakland.

The Warriors, led by NBA MVP Ste-
phen Curry, showed the power of per-
sistence and teamwork both on and off
the court.

The finals against the well-matched
and talented Cleveland Cavaliers were
a thrill to watch. These games were
basketball at its best, with both teams
showing real passion on the court.

It has been 40 years since Oakland
last brought home the championship,
and throughout this long journey, War-
rior fans have stayed loyal and faith-
ful.

Thank you to the Warriors team for
making our dreams of another cham-
pionship a reality. I have no doubt that
this remarkable team will go down in
Oakland’s history. Thank you to head
coach Steve Kerr, Stephen Curry, Clay
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Thompson, finals MVP Andre Iguodala,
and all of the talented players who
brought this championship home.

I can’t wait to celebrate this win
with all the Warriors fans and players
at the victory parade tomorrow morn-
ing in Oakland.

Go Warriors. Go Oakland. Go Dub Na-
tion.

———

IN HONOR AND MEMORY OF
CLEMENTA PINCKNEY

(Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in honor and memory of
my former South Carolina General As-
sembly colleague, State Senator
Clementa Pinckney.

Tragedy shot through the hearts of
every family and community last night
in South Carolina. It is important in
times like these to remember that we
are all made in the image of God. We
are all brothers and sisters in Christ
and are there to shoulder the burden of
tragedy and loss.

Please pray for the 180-year-old
Emanuel AME Church, who suffered
the loss; the city of Charleston, tor-
mented with distress; the State of
South Carolina and its law enforce-
ment personnel. We all need to come
together with compassion and love.

Remember from the Book of Mat-
thew:

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they
shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit
the Earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall re-
celve mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall
be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven.

May God comfort the city of Charles-
ton and the State of South Carolina
this morning.

————
EXPORT-IMPORT BANK

(Mr. AGUILAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to highlight the familiar predica-
ment Congress has found itself in be-
cause the Republican leadership con-
tinues to govern by crisis.

As of today, we have only 4 legisla-
tive days until the Export-Import Bank
expires. This bank helps American
businesses of all sizes and markets
around the world.

China’s businesses have the support
of their country’s export-import bank,
and we need to give our businesses the
same certainty.

For years, the Ex-Im Bank has
helped level the playing field for busi-
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nesses in my district and across this
Nation, empowering and supporting
them to grow and conduct business
overseas.

I have had the opportunity to work
with colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to support businesses and create
jobs in my home district in San
Bernardino County.

There is no reason we can’t continue
working together to reauthorize the
Ex-Im Bank so American workers and
businesses have the opportunity to
play a role in the global economy.

We cannot force American businesses
and workers to pay the price for Con-
gress’ inaction. The Ex-Im Bank
doesn’t cost taxpayers a cent and has
created or maintained 1% million pri-
vate sector jobs since 2007. We need to
stop the political games and reauthor-
ize the Ex-Im Bank.

——————

PREGNANCY DISCRIMINATION
AMENDMENT ACT

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, in the
21st century workplace where women
account for nearly half of the work-
force, it is vital that our policies re-
flect today’s new realities. Specifi-
cally, the 1978 Pregnancy Discrimina-
tion Act, PDA, is in need of moderniza-
tion.

Recently, the act was litigated before
the Supreme Court, but even the Jus-
tices were unable to fully resolve how
to apply the PDA. That is why Senator
MURKOWSKI and I have introduced the
Pregnancy Discrimination Amendment
Act. It says working moms-to-be
should have access to reasonable ac-
commodations from their employers if
health issues arise from pregnancy.

Unlike other proposals that will cre-
ate more mandates, confusion, and liti-
gation, my bill simply clarifies exist-
ing law to ensure the 21st century
workplace works for families, employ-
ers, and expectant mothers.

——

IRAN

(Mr. MURPHY of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today as we approach the
deadline of negotiations with Iran to
stress that any agreement must un-
equivocally guarantee that Iran cannot
obtain nuclear weapons.

While a diplomatic solution is the
ideal method of stopping Iran’s illicit
nuclear weapons program, we owe it to
the American people of this country to
end up with not just a good deal, but a
great deal.

A great deal means giving inspectors
robust access to nuclear facilities to
promptly verify compliance. A great
deal means Iran acknowledges the full
extent of its nuclear weapons program.
A great deal would remove tools that
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