June 17, 2015

Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, this week,
the House will consider legislation to
repeal another burdensome part of
ObamaCare, the Independent Payment
Advisory Board, also known as IPAB.

IPAB is tasked with finding ways to
curb spending in Medicare, but in re-
ality, it will ration care and cut serv-
ices. While Medicare continues to eat
up more of the budget and is in need of
commonsense reforms, relying on a
group of unelected bureaucrats is the
absolute wrong thing to do.

Any reforms we make to health care
should focus on three core ideas. One,
strengthen the relationship between
the doctor and the patient so they can
work together to make healthcare de-
cisions—what we don’t need is a bu-
reaucrat from Washington creating a
wall between a patient and his physi-
cian; two, to drive down costs, we have
to focus on market-oriented reforms,
like making coverage portable across
State lines and removing the indi-
vidual and employer mandates; three,
finally, we have to incentivize the use
of health savings accounts to pay for
routine and preventative care.

Repealing the TPAB is an important
step in reining in an out-of-control bu-
reaucracy, controlling the ballooning
costs of health care, and returning
healthcare decisions to patients and
their doctors.

————
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JUNE IS ALZHEIMER’S AND BRAIN
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, the
strength of our communities depends
on the health and well-being of our
families. Unfortunately, millions of
families across our Nation, including
thousands in Arizona, are impacted by
Alzheimer’s and dementia.

June is Alzheimer’s and Brain Aware-
ness Month. It is my hope that we can
come together—Republicans and Demo-
crats—and commit to give researchers
the resources they need to combat Alz-
heimer’s and other diseases, but also to
make sure patients and families have
the care and support they need.

Policies like paid leave, caregiver
support, workforce training, and long-
term care options must be expanded if
we truly want to make a difference in
the fight against Alzheimer’s. These
policies are especially important for
women and communities of color. His-
panics are 1.5 times as likely to have
Alzheimer’s as their White counter-
parts, and African Americans are twice
as likely.

Studies have also demonstrated that
socioeconomic factors play a role in
the disparities of Alzheimer’s. This is
completely unacceptable. Mr. Speaker,
in America your health and the health
of your family should not depend on
your income or your ZIP Code.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues to ensure all American fam-
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ilies—including those affected by Alz-

heimer’s and dementia—have access to

the support and care they deserve.
———

PROTECT MEDICAL INNOVATION
ACT OF 2015

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I
am rising today in support of H.R. 160,
the Protect Medical Innovation Act of
2015. What this will do is repeal the de-
vice tax.

Now, the device tax, the medical de-
vice tax, was a misplaced and disas-
trous tax that was put in as an
ObamaCare mandate. What it will do is
tax the medical device industry and
those who utilize those components.

This is an industry that doesn’t need
to be taxed. It employs more than
400,000 workers nationwide and gen-
erates $25 billion in payroll. In my
State of Tennessee, there are 10,000 in-
dividuals who work in this industry,
and the Manhattan Institute estimates
that unless we repeal this tax and get
it off the books now, we will lose 1,000
of those jobs. That is a 10 percent re-
duction in a component, a part of the
economy that generates good paying
jobs, 40 percent higher than other man-
ufacturing jobs.

I ask my colleagues to join me. Let’s
repeal the medical device tax.

——————

NOW IS THE TIME FOR
IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak on the importance of con-
tinuing the Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals, otherwise known as
DACA. This week marks the third an-
niversary of this action, DACA, an ini-
tiative that brings hundreds of thou-
sands of aspiring, young Americans
who were brought to the U.S. as chil-
dren, through no fault of their own, out
of the shadows.

These individuals want to work hard
for a chance at the American Dream
without fear of being torn away from
their families. They want to be produc-
tive and contributing members of soci-
ety. This program has allowed a seg-
ment of our population who are already
a part of the American fabric to keep
using their talents to move our coun-
try forward. They are an integral part
of our society already.

The bottom line is: we need a long-
term fix for our broken immigration
system. We need comprehensive immi-
gration reform and an act of Congress,
which is the only way we can currently
fix this failing system.

Now is the time for bipartisan, hu-
mane, permanent, comprehensive im-
migration reform. It is time we take
action.
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MEDICARE ADVANTAGE IS A
VITAL PROGRAM

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my support for Medi-
care Advantage. Fifteen million Ameri-
cans choose Medicare Advantage. Medi-
care Advantage has been successful for
its enrollees. I stand with those sen-
iors, including many in my district,
who support this program. Medicare
Advantage ought to be touted. Its focus

on preventative medicine means
healthier seniors and less healthcare
spending.

Today and tomorrow, the House will
consider a number of bills to strength-
en Medicare, and in particular Medi-
care Advantage. I have 180,000 seniors
in my district, and I know these pieces
of legislation are important to them.

Traditional Medicare and Medicare
Advantage are vital programs for our
seniors, and I am hopeful we will see a
strong bipartisan vote on all these
bills. It is time to come together and
support successful programs that har-
ness the power of the free market.

—————

DACA HAS GIVEN A LIFELINE TO
DREAMERS

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to mark the 3-year anniversary of De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals,
also called DACA. Roughly 800,000
DREAMers across the country are able
to work and go to school because of
DACA. All these aspiring Americans
want is to be able to contribute mean-
ingfully to our society, and DACA has
given them a lifeline to do that.

I want to mark this occasion by shar-
ing two stories of DREAMers in my
district whose lives DACA has trans-
formed. Johana Mejias is a young
woman who came to the U.S. from Ven-
ezuela. She grew up in Boulder and at-
tended CU, where she was an excep-
tional student. During high school, she
wasn’t able to participate in leadership
conferences because of difficulty trav-
eling within the U.S., and after college
her lack of status initially prevented
her from sitting for the medical school
exam and participating in medical in-
ternships. Luckily DACA provided re-
lief for Johana, and I am proud to say
that she is currently in medical school.

Marco Dorado is another young man
in my district who attended CU. Marco
came to the U.S. when he was 2 years
old. DACA has provided a lifeline to
Marco, enabling him to attend college
and earn a degree in finance. He also
served in student government as a tri-
executive and president of external af-
fairs.

DACA has been a catalyst for so
many aspiring Americans, but only



H4448

Congress can fix our broken immigra-
tion system. I call on us to do so.

———

JUNE IS NATIONAL GREAT
OUTDOORS MONTH

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize June as National Great
Outdoors Month. As an Eagle Scout
and a scoutmaster, I know firsthand
why we must all work to strengthen
conservation programs and other poli-
cies to protect our environment.

As a scoutmaster, I teach Boy Scouts
the principle of leaving areas better
than when we found them. That is why
this week I will be introducing the
Great Lakes Water Protection Act to
ban sewage dumping in the Great
Lakes. The Great Lakes Water Protec-
tion Act is a commonsense, bipartisan
solution to fulfill this pledge with one
of our country’s greatest natural re-
sources. This resource holds 95 percent
of the country’s fresh surface water
and provides drinking water to over 30
million people.

Mr. Speaker, I care deeply about pro-
tecting our environment and ensuring
the well-being of our Great Lakes and
its ecosystem. Preserving our environ-
ment should not be a partisan issue. In
fact, it is not a partisan issue.

I call on my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to join me in this impor-
tant initiative that is already endorsed
by the Sierra Club, the National Wild-
life Federation, and more, so that we
can preserve our outdoors for genera-
tions to come.

——————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF LEROY
KING

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great personal sadness that I rise today
to pay my final tribute to San Fran-
cisco’s much beloved LeRoy King, who
died on June 12 at the age of 91. A dis-
tinguished labor and civil rights Afri-
can American leader, King’s passion for
justice and commitment to equality
improved the lives of working men and
women in San Francisco and through-
out the country. From inviting Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. to speak in
San Francisco in 1967 to his casting my
electoral college vote in 2008 for Presi-
dent Barack Obama as the first African
American President of the TUnited
States, LeRoy King was more than a
witness to historic progress; he made
history.

During World War II, King served
with courage and honor in the Army
and dedicated his entire life to pre-
serving and strengthening the great de-
mocracy he fought to protect. Even in
his 80s, in the tradition of great Amer-
ican leaders, he was arrested for an act
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of civil disobedience on behalf of hotel
and restaurant workers.

King served as northern regional di-
rector of the International Longshore
and Warehouse Union, ILWU, for more
than 30 years. It was important to him
to overturn a discriminatory system
that elected only Whites to union of-
fice, and he helped create a fully inclu-
sive, integrated workforce. King orga-
nized with legendary labor leader
Harry Bridges, was a staunch supporter
of civil rights champion Cesar Chavez,
was a supporter of Reverend Martin
Luther King, and in 2009 he was hon-
ored with the Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Memorial Award for promoting
peace and advancing social and eco-
nomic justice by embodying Dr. King’s
inclusive leadership and nonviolent
participation.

Mr. King, whether it was for ending
discrimination and promoting afford-
able housing to community develop-
ment to jazz, he has been honored. His
accomplishments are memorialized in
locations throughout San Francisco.
My revised remarks, for the RECORD,
will go more into that.

It has been a great privilege for me
to know such a deeply principled and
exemplary human being and to call
him friend. I will miss him. My family,
my husband and my daughter Chris-
tine, my entire family will miss him
terribly.

I hope it is a comfort to his daugh-
ters, Rebecca King Morrow and Caro-
lyn King Samoa; his son, LeRoy King
Jr.; his grandchildren, and great grand-
children that so many San Francis-
cans, indeed beyond San Francisco, and
other people loved and admired LeRoy
King, and they share their tremendous
loss.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great personal sad-
ness that | rise to pay final tribute to San
Francisco’s much beloved LeRoy King, who
died on June 12th at the age of 91. A distin-
guished labor and civil rights leader, King’s
passion for justice and commitment to equality
improved the lives of working women and men
in San Francisco and throughout the country.

From inviting Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. to speak
in San Francisco in 1967 to his casting my
electoral college vote in 2008 for Barack
Obama as the first African American President
of the United States, LeRoy King was more
than a witness to historic progress, he made
history.

During World War I, King served with cour-
age and honor in the Army—and dedicated his
entire life to preserving and strengthening the
great democracy he fought to protect. Even in
his 80s, in the tradition of great American
leaders, he was arrested for an act of civil dis-
obedience on behalf of hotel and restaurant
workers.

King served as Northern Regional Director
of the International Longshore and Warehouse
Union (ILWU) for more than 30 years. King
became a member of ILWU Local 6 in 1946,
one of the first African Americans to serve in
the local leadership. In the 1950s he led a co-
alition of members to overturn a discriminatory
system that elected only whites to union office
and helped create a fully inclusive, integrated
workforce. Mr. King sought to create a world
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where others could live free of discrimination,
bigotry and injustice.

King organized with legendary labor leader
Harry Bridges and was a staunch supporter of
civil rights champion Cesar Chavez. In 2009
the National Education Association honored
King with the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Memo-
rial Award for promoting peace and advancing
social and economic justice by embodying
King’s inclusive leadership and nonviolent phi-
losophy.

Mr. King served on the San Francisco Re-
development Commission for more than 30
years where he fought to preserve the African
American and Japanese American heritage of
the Fillmore District. His efforts helped lay a
foundation for a more inclusive, more wel-
coming home for all San Franciscans.

King was instrumental in the creation of the
St. Francis Square Cooperative Housing de-
velopment, which opened in 1963 in the Fill-
more District and was a national model of ra-
cially integrated housing for working families.
King and his family lived there from the time
it opened until he died.

King’s accomplishments are memorialized in
locations around San Francisco. The City’s
108-year old carousel at Yerba Buena Gar-
dens was renamed the LeRoy King Carousel,
an homage to one of the many sites King
helped shape while serving on the Redevelop-
ment Commission. A bronze bust of King at
the Jazz Heritage Center in San Francisco’s
Fillmore District honors his work preserving
the neighborhood’s African American and Jap-
anese American heritage.

It has been a great privilege for me to know
such a deeply principled and exemplary
human being and to call him my friend.

| hope it is a comfort to his daughters Re-
becca King Morrow and Carolyn King Samoa,
his son LeRoy King Jr. and his grandchildren
and great grandchildren, that so many San
Franciscans who loved and admired LeRoy
share their tremendous loss.

———

WE MUST DEFEAT BOKO HARAM

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
the threat of Boko Haram and ISIS is
real. Remember, they are now one. The
threat is great; the threat is imminent.

Just yesterday, a New York City col-
lege student was arrested for plotting
to attack the city in the name of the
Islamic State. Last week, a high school
student from suburban Virginia pled
guilty to conspiring to provide mate-
rial support to the Islamic State. Fed-
eral authorities said the Virginia case
was a chilling reminder of Islamic
State’s pervasive online presence and
ability to woo American youth.

How long before we hear headlines
about American teenagers pledging al-
legiance to Boko Haram? Remember,
they are now one. How long before we
hear about attacks on American soil
made in the name of Boko Haram?

We must do all that we can to defeat
Boko Haram and break its unholy alli-
ance with ISIS. I urge my colleagues to
cosponsor H. Res. 147, as amended, to
defeat Boko Haram, and remember to
tweet, tweet, tweet #bringback
ourgirls, #joinrepwilson.
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