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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, with the
Supreme Court about to rule on the
legal definition of marriage, I rise in
support of States like Pennsylvania
that have defined marriage as between
a man and a woman.

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
was founded on religious tolerance by
William Penn. In Europe, whoever was
most popular and powerful in a given
place and time tried to force minorities
to violate their beliefs, and that was
why so many different groups of people
came to America and particularly to
Pennsylvania, religious minorities
such as the Quakers, the Amish, the
Mennonites, the Moravians, and others.

Philadelphia has the most syna-
gogues per capita of any city in the
United States. Pittsburgh and Harris-
burg also have significant Jewish popu-
lations. Pennsylvania continues the
tradition of respecting each other, even
when they disagree.

We hear a lot of talk about diversity
these days, but many of those same
people who tell us they want diversity
are also trying to force their views on
others by law. States that, through the
democratic process, have defined mar-
riage should not be overridden by five
Federal unelected judges.

————
FUND THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES
OF HEALTH

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, globally,
the National Institutes of Health

works to protect against bioterrorist
attacks and disease outbreaks. Domes-
tically, its groundbreaking research
provides treatments and cures for dev-
astating diseases, such as Alzheimer’s
and cancer; and the more than 400,000
jobs provided through the National In-
stitutes of Health bolster our economy.

However, when we account for infla-
tion, funding for the National Insti-
tutes of Health peaked in 2003. This
budgetary reality has forced the NIH to
administer fewer competitive research
grants, to admit fewer new patients to
its clinical trials, and to ultimately
fall behind in scientific discoveries.

Mr. Speaker, America cannot afford
to continue to underfund the National
Institutes of Health. This is why I
started the House NIH Caucus with
Representatives ROSA DELAURO and
PETER KING. I urge my colleagues to
join us as we work together to develop
a plan to increase the purchasing
power of the National Institutes of
Health. The time to act is now.

————

MEN’S HEALTH WEEK

(Mr. MULLIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, men don’t
usually like to talk about their health,
but the well-being of every man in the
United States is an important topic.
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Mr. Speaker, this week is National
Men’s Health Week, a time when we
have the opportunity to have a serious
conversation about our health.

Despite advances in medical tech-
nology and research, men continue to
live an average of 5 years less than
women. Even more, men are less likely
than women to seek preventative care.
As a co-chair of the bipartisan Congres-
sional Men’s Health Caucus, I am also
committed to teaching our youth the
importance of eating right and getting
exercise.

As we celebrate this week, Mr.
Speaker, I encourage all husbands,
brothers, fathers, sons, uncles—and we
may even need to have a talk with our-
selves—to make sure that we are tak-
ing the steps to stay healthy.

———
IRAN SANCTIONS

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about one of the great-
est security threats that our Nation
and world face today, the threat of a
nuclear Iran.

I greatly respect all of the hard work
that the White House, the State De-
partment, and the Department of En-
ergy have put forth in developing the
framework for a Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, and I strongly urge them to con-
tinue these negotiations over the com-
ing weeks. It is vitally important that
the U.S. employ every means of diplo-
matic persuasion at their disposal in
order to reach a peaceful resolution
that prevents Iran from obtaining a nu-
clear weapon.

I would also like to encourage all of
the negotiating partners to ensure that
a final agreement includes the fol-
lowing: unfettered inspections and a
verification system, the disclosure of
Iran’s past military actions in pursuing
a nuclear weapon, gradual sanctions re-
lief that progresses only as Iran meets
its obligations under the agreement,
long-term nuclear weapons prevention,
and the dismantlement of current nu-
clear infrastructure.

This agreement represents a turning
point towards peace in the security of
Israel, of the U.S., and of the world.
Let’s make sure we seize this historic
opportunity.

———

LACROIX: FRANCO AMERICAN OF
THE YEAR

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize an individual from
Manchester, New Hampshire, who has
been named Franco American of the
Year.

Gerald Cardinal Lacroix was born in
Quebec but moved to New Hampshire
while still a young boy. Lacroix at-

June 17, 2015

tended Catholic schools in Manchester,
and he continued his studies at Saint
Anselm College before receiving de-
grees in theology from Laval Univer-
sity in Quebec.

In 1975, he entered religious life by
joining the Pius X Secular Institute.
Ordained a priest in 1988, Father
Lacroix served as a missionary in Co-
lombia. He then returned to North
America and was elected as director
general of the institute.

Consecrated as a bishop in 2009,
Lacroix began his service as an auxil-
iary bishop of the Archdiocese of Que-
bec. Two years later, he succeeded as
archbishop of Quebec and primate of
Canada, receiving his pallium from
Pope Benedict XVI. Most recently,
Pope Francis elevated Lacroix to the
College of Cardinals, appointing him a
cardinal-priest in Rome.

This is a tremendous accomplish-
ment. On behalf of the Granite State,
we are all proud of Cardinal Lacroix’s
accomplishments. He is truly worthy of
the title ‘“‘Franco American of the
Year.”

———

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE
EXPORT-IMPORT BANK

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, in 2
weeks, at a time when every American
has anxiety about the economy and is
wondering how he is going to make
ends meet, in 2 weeks, the Export-Im-
port Bank, absent action by this Con-
gress, will be allowed to expire and cost
this country and our economy hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs.

For the RECORD, let me read a com-
ment by the President:

Exports create and sustain jobs for mil-
lions of American workers and contribute to
the growth and strength of the TUnited
States’ economy. The Export-Import Bank
contributes in a significant way to our Na-
tion’s export sales.

That is a comment from the Presi-
dent, President Ronald Reagan.

This is not an ideological debate be-
tween thoughtful participants in the
legislative process. There are extreme
voices for ideological purposes on the
far right that oppose the Export-Im-
port Bank and its work, but a majority
of this Congress and a majority of the
American people would like to see it
reauthorized.

We were sent here to do the people’s
work, and I think it is long past time
for the majority of Congress to have its
voice heard and for the majority of the
American people to have its interests
represented.

We should reauthorize the Export-
Import Bank and save hundreds of
thousands of American jobs.

———————

REPEAL THE INDEPENDENT
PAYMENT ADVISORY BOARD
(Mr. GIBBS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. GIBBS. Mr. Speaker, this week,
the House will consider legislation to
repeal another burdensome part of
ObamaCare, the Independent Payment
Advisory Board, also known as IPAB.

IPAB is tasked with finding ways to
curb spending in Medicare, but in re-
ality, it will ration care and cut serv-
ices. While Medicare continues to eat
up more of the budget and is in need of
commonsense reforms, relying on a
group of unelected bureaucrats is the
absolute wrong thing to do.

Any reforms we make to health care
should focus on three core ideas. One,
strengthen the relationship between
the doctor and the patient so they can
work together to make healthcare de-
cisions—what we don’t need is a bu-
reaucrat from Washington creating a
wall between a patient and his physi-
cian; two, to drive down costs, we have
to focus on market-oriented reforms,
like making coverage portable across
State lines and removing the indi-
vidual and employer mandates; three,
finally, we have to incentivize the use
of health savings accounts to pay for
routine and preventative care.

Repealing the TPAB is an important
step in reining in an out-of-control bu-
reaucracy, controlling the ballooning
costs of health care, and returning
healthcare decisions to patients and
their doctors.

————
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JUNE IS ALZHEIMER’S AND BRAIN
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, the
strength of our communities depends
on the health and well-being of our
families. Unfortunately, millions of
families across our Nation, including
thousands in Arizona, are impacted by
Alzheimer’s and dementia.

June is Alzheimer’s and Brain Aware-
ness Month. It is my hope that we can
come together—Republicans and Demo-
crats—and commit to give researchers
the resources they need to combat Alz-
heimer’s and other diseases, but also to
make sure patients and families have
the care and support they need.

Policies like paid leave, caregiver
support, workforce training, and long-
term care options must be expanded if
we truly want to make a difference in
the fight against Alzheimer’s. These
policies are especially important for
women and communities of color. His-
panics are 1.5 times as likely to have
Alzheimer’s as their White counter-
parts, and African Americans are twice
as likely.

Studies have also demonstrated that
socioeconomic factors play a role in
the disparities of Alzheimer’s. This is
completely unacceptable. Mr. Speaker,
in America your health and the health
of your family should not depend on
your income or your ZIP Code.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues to ensure all American fam-
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ilies—including those affected by Alz-

heimer’s and dementia—have access to

the support and care they deserve.
———

PROTECT MEDICAL INNOVATION
ACT OF 2015

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I
am rising today in support of H.R. 160,
the Protect Medical Innovation Act of
2015. What this will do is repeal the de-
vice tax.

Now, the device tax, the medical de-
vice tax, was a misplaced and disas-
trous tax that was put in as an
ObamaCare mandate. What it will do is
tax the medical device industry and
those who utilize those components.

This is an industry that doesn’t need
to be taxed. It employs more than
400,000 workers nationwide and gen-
erates $25 billion in payroll. In my
State of Tennessee, there are 10,000 in-
dividuals who work in this industry,
and the Manhattan Institute estimates
that unless we repeal this tax and get
it off the books now, we will lose 1,000
of those jobs. That is a 10 percent re-
duction in a component, a part of the
economy that generates good paying
jobs, 40 percent higher than other man-
ufacturing jobs.

I ask my colleagues to join me. Let’s
repeal the medical device tax.

——————

NOW IS THE TIME FOR
IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak on the importance of con-
tinuing the Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals, otherwise known as
DACA. This week marks the third an-
niversary of this action, DACA, an ini-
tiative that brings hundreds of thou-
sands of aspiring, young Americans
who were brought to the U.S. as chil-
dren, through no fault of their own, out
of the shadows.

These individuals want to work hard
for a chance at the American Dream
without fear of being torn away from
their families. They want to be produc-
tive and contributing members of soci-
ety. This program has allowed a seg-
ment of our population who are already
a part of the American fabric to keep
using their talents to move our coun-
try forward. They are an integral part
of our society already.

The bottom line is: we need a long-
term fix for our broken immigration
system. We need comprehensive immi-
gration reform and an act of Congress,
which is the only way we can currently
fix this failing system.

Now is the time for bipartisan, hu-
mane, permanent, comprehensive im-
migration reform. It is time we take
action.
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MEDICARE ADVANTAGE IS A
VITAL PROGRAM

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my support for Medi-
care Advantage. Fifteen million Ameri-
cans choose Medicare Advantage. Medi-
care Advantage has been successful for
its enrollees. I stand with those sen-
iors, including many in my district,
who support this program. Medicare
Advantage ought to be touted. Its focus

on preventative medicine means
healthier seniors and less healthcare
spending.

Today and tomorrow, the House will
consider a number of bills to strength-
en Medicare, and in particular Medi-
care Advantage. I have 180,000 seniors
in my district, and I know these pieces
of legislation are important to them.

Traditional Medicare and Medicare
Advantage are vital programs for our
seniors, and I am hopeful we will see a
strong bipartisan vote on all these
bills. It is time to come together and
support successful programs that har-
ness the power of the free market.

—————

DACA HAS GIVEN A LIFELINE TO
DREAMERS

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to mark the 3-year anniversary of De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals,
also called DACA. Roughly 800,000
DREAMers across the country are able
to work and go to school because of
DACA. All these aspiring Americans
want is to be able to contribute mean-
ingfully to our society, and DACA has
given them a lifeline to do that.

I want to mark this occasion by shar-
ing two stories of DREAMers in my
district whose lives DACA has trans-
formed. Johana Mejias is a young
woman who came to the U.S. from Ven-
ezuela. She grew up in Boulder and at-
tended CU, where she was an excep-
tional student. During high school, she
wasn’t able to participate in leadership
conferences because of difficulty trav-
eling within the U.S., and after college
her lack of status initially prevented
her from sitting for the medical school
exam and participating in medical in-
ternships. Luckily DACA provided re-
lief for Johana, and I am proud to say
that she is currently in medical school.

Marco Dorado is another young man
in my district who attended CU. Marco
came to the U.S. when he was 2 years
old. DACA has provided a lifeline to
Marco, enabling him to attend college
and earn a degree in finance. He also
served in student government as a tri-
executive and president of external af-
fairs.

DACA has been a catalyst for so
many aspiring Americans, but only
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