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LGBT Americans and allies, like my
brother Jamie and my mother, Mitzi
Henderson.
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Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell is a thing of
the past, and it no longer forces our
men and women in uniform to choose
between serving this Nation and being
open about who they are and who they
love. Marriage equality is now a reality
in 37 States and in Washington, D.C.
That covers 70 percent of all Ameri-
cans. During LGBT Pride Month, we
celebrate the progress we have made,
but we also recommit to the continued
fight for full equality.

Congress needs to pass the Employ-
ment Non-Discrimination Act, ENDA,
to ensure that no one is fired because
of one’s gender identity or sexual ori-
entation. Congress needs to pass the
SAME Act, which I had the honor of
helping to introduce, to ensure that all
couples can receive the Social Security
benefits that they have earned. Con-
gress needs to pass the Respect for
Marriage Act so that all couples are
treated with equality and fairness no
matter where they live or who they
love.

At this very moment, the pursuit of
national marriage equality continues.
The Supreme Court is currently consid-
ering a case that affords the Court a
rare opportunity, the opportunity to
make history while advancing justice.
The Court may and—I hope—will rule
that the Constitution’s guarantee of
the right to marry extends to same-sex
couples throughout the United States.

No matter how the Court rules in the
days ahead, I know we still have a long
road ahead to advance equal rights for
all Americans, but I also know we will
prevail. We will prevail because we will
continue to have those courageous con-
versations one at a time. We will pre-
vail because we advocate for something
far more powerful than politics; we ad-
vocate for love.

I am honored to join with Americans
across this great country to celebrate
national LGBT Pride Month and to
stand with those who stand up every
day to defend the right of all Ameri-
cans to be proud of who they are, to be
proud of who they love, and to proudly
work together for the ongoing cause of
true equality under the law.

———

KIPP GENERATIONS COLLEGIATE
GRADUATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GENE GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker and Members, I rise today in
honor of the graduates from the KIPP
Generations Collegiate High School,
KGC, in Houston, Texas. KIPP is a
charter school that partners with our
Houston area public school system.

Last Sunday, I was honored to speak
at their commencement ceremony. I
have followed the success of KIPP stu-
dents for 20 years. From their begin-
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nings in elementary school, Mike
Feinberg and his excellent staff have
taught thousands of children in Texas.
KGC’s main focus is to build a rigorous
learning environment to better equip
its students for college.

This school has upheld its mission by
empowering its graduates to take own-
ership of their education by approach-
ing learning with curiosity, with a
sense of responsibility, and by putting
their knowledge into action in the
service of others. Hailing under the
motto of “We Lift as We Climb,” KGC
is truly a model of success for the en-
tire country.

KGC’s values of hope, empowerment,
grit, and citizenship are tools that
every student needs to succeed in the
21st century. Because of this learning
environment, every graduate from this
program has been accepted into a col-
lege or a university. KGC continues to
perform well above the State in dis-
trict averages.

I would like to congratulate the stu-
dents, the parents, the teachers, and
the administrators for their success
now and in the future.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 19
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

The following proceedings were held
before the House convened for morn-
ing-hour debate:

UNITED STATES ASSOCIATION OF FORMER MEM-
BERS OF CONGRESS 2015 ANNUAL REPORT TO
CONGRESS
The meeting was called to order by

the Honorable Jim Walsh, vice presi-

dent of Former Members of Congress

Association, at 8:06 a.m.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Lord God of history, we thank You
for this day when former Members re-
turn to Congress to continue, in a less
official manner, their service to our
Nation and to this noble institution.

May their presence here bring a mo-
ment of pause where current Members
consider the profiles they now form for
future generations of Americans.

May all former Members be rewarded
for their contributions to this constitu-
tional Republic and continue to work
and pray that the goodness and justice
of this beloved country be proclaimed
to the nations.

Bless all former Members who have
died since last year’s meeting, 30 in all.
May their families and their constitu-
ents be comforted during a time of
mourning and forever know our grati-
tude for the sacrifices made in service
to the House.

Finally, bless those here gathered
that they might bring joy and hope to
the present age in supportive compan-
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ionship to one another. Together, we
call upon Your holy name now and for-
ever.

Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable Jim Walsh led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Mr. WALSH. The Chair now recog-
nizes the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HOYER), the distinguished Demo-
cratic whip.

Mr. HOYER. Thank you so much, Mr.
Speaker. I was glad to be here with Jim
Walsh.

I looked at the list. As I 1look
around—I am not sure this is accu-
rate—but I saw in the list there are
about, I would say, 30 names on this
list, and I think there are only two on
the list, although that may be not ac-
curate, with whom I have not served.
Ron, you are one of them, and I think
Lou Frey. Where is Lou?

Mr. FREY. Over here.

Mr. HOYER. The two of you, I think,
are the only two former Members with
whom I have not served.

And, unfortunately, I never served
with Speaker Michel. I served with Mi-
nority Leader Michel, but I wish I had
served with Speaker Michel, one of the
great Americans with whom I have
served.

I think Bob Michel is the quintessen-
tial example of what a Member of Con-
gress ought to be: civil, committed to
his party and to his principles, but
committed above all to his country and
to his family.

Bob, it was an honor to serve with
you, and it is an honor to be your
friend. Thank you very much for your
service.

To all of you who made this institu-
tion what it is today and those of us
who are continuing to make it what it
ought to be, we are not doing that job
very well, for the most part. Although,
I will say this, that Speaker BOEHNER
is trying to make that happen and, to
the extent that we work together, we
do. But it is harder and harder, as you
know, because the ideological dif-
ferences between the parties have be-
come more substantial than they were,
certainly when I came here in 1981.

Jim Blanchard and I served on the
Financial Services Committee to-
gether. It was then the Banking Com-
mittee. But we are trying to work to-
gether to do what is best for our coun-
try. I think the country believes its
board of directors is not working near-
ly as well as it ought to.

I want to thank all of you for staying
engaged and for continuing to send the
message to your colleagues, your
friends, your neighbors who have great
respect for you. And you have some-
thing that very few people have. You
know, there are only about a little
short of 11,000 of us who have served in
this House of Representatives since the
founding of the Republic, which is an
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amazingly small number in a country
that is now 320 million, give or take,
people.

So it was a wonderful, wonderful
honor for us to be elected here. As you
know, we can’t be appointed to the
House of Representatives.

And as I look around this room on
both sides of the aisle, Republicans and
Democrats, so many people with whom
I worked very, very closely, positively
and productively in the Congress of the
United States, it is always a privilege
to welcome you back. And, of course,
so many of you—Ron Sarasin is a per-
manent fixture, of course. We see Ron
through his activity on the historic so-
ciety working here on a very regular
basis to make sure that Americans un-
derstand the history and the impor-
tance of their Capitol. Ron, thank you
very much for that service and that
leadership.

Mr. Chris Shays is coming into the
Chamber. Hi, Chris. Good to see you.

Mr. SHAYS. We haven’t voted yet,
have we?

Mr. HOYER. Now, there are some of
you I need—and I am not sure that I
would get all of you—but we haven’t
voted yet.

I want to thank all of you for staying
involved, staying true to the responsi-
bility the people gave you; and when
you no longer had that responsibility,
in terms of being an elected Member of
this body, you continued your fidelity
to what this body means, particularly
this body. I think all of us are very
proud that we served, as we all say, in
the people’s House.

This was the House that was designed
to be most responsive to the passions
and the fears and the aspirations and
the hopes, the good and the bad, of the
American people, where every 2 years
we had to re-up. And I think that will
never change. It will never change,
first of all, because it was a good the-
ory. And, secondly, it will never change
because the Senators don’t want to
give us a free shot at them. So, you
know, you have got the principle and
then the practical combined in that
way.

But I always enjoy being with you,
saying hello to you. Certainly my of-
fice, which is, as you know, just one
floor down here in the Capitol, if we
can do anything for any of you at any
point of time, if you need a place to
hang your jacket or make a telephone
call or we have got a conference room
that is vacant from time to time, you
can use that. It was a privilege and an
honor to serve with all of you and to
continue to be your friends. God bless
you. Thank you very much.

Let me pay special honor to my
Maryland colleague, Bev Byron. Jim
Moran, I think, and John may be the
most recent new Members of the
former Members. Maybe some of the
rest of you, I think. But Bev Byron and
Mike McIntyre.

Bev Byron and I started out—well,
she may have been there 1 or 2 years
before I was there. But in 1962, we
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started in the Young Democrats to-
gether. Now, she wants me to sit down.
She is saying ‘‘now you are going to
meddling.”” We love you, Bev. I love
you. Thank you.

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Whip, on behalf of
all of my colleagues here in the U.S.
Association of Former Members of
Congress, let me say thank you for
your loyalty to this group. You always
come year after year. You share your
wisdom. You give us a sense of what is
happening, and you connect we, the
former Members, with the current. And
it is a great value to all of us. Thank
you.

I now call upon the distinguished
president of the association, Barbara
Kennelly, the gentlewoman from Mas-
sachusetts.

Ms. KENNELLY. Thank you, Jim.

I was pleased to represent Con-
necticut for 17 years.

Mr. WALSH. Pardon me.

Ms. KENNELLY. All those little
States up there.

And thank you, Leader HOYER, for
being with us this morning. I can al-
ways know where your seniority is be-
cause I was one behind you, and you
were fortunate and you stayed.

Anyway, we begin this meeting, and I
thank everybody who is here with us
this morning as we begin this wonder-
ful day of former Members.

We are back in this revered Chamber,
which we all loved and worked in and
had really such an honor to be here,
and it is an honor to be here again
today to present the 45th annual report
of the United States Association of
Former Members of Congress.

I will be joined by some of our col-
leagues in reporting on the activities
and projects of our organization since
our last report, which was last July.
Wait until you see how far we have
come even since last year.

I first would like the Clerk to call
the roll.

Mr. Blanchard of Michigan

Ms. Buerkle of New York

Mr. Bustamante of Texas

Ms. Byron of Maryland

Mr. Carnahan of Missouri

Mr. Carr of Michigan

Mr. Clement of Tennessee

Ms. Dahlkemper of Pennsylvania

Mr. Edwards of Texas

Mr. Frey of Florida

Mr. Frost of Texas

Mr. Gingrey of Georgia

Mr. Hertel of Michigan

Mr. Hughes of New Jersey

Ms. Kennelly of Connecticut

Mr. Kolbe of Arizona

Mr. Konnyu of California

Mr. Lancaster of North Carolina

Mr. Lungren of California

Mr. McIntyre of North Carolina

Mr. Mezvinsky of Iowa

Mr. Moore of Kansas

Mr. Moran of Virginia

Ms. Morella of Maryland

Mr. Sarasin of Connecticut

Mr. Sarpalius of Texas

Mr. Shays of Connecticut

Mr. Skaggs of Colorado
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Stearns of Florida
Sundquist of Tennessee
Tanner of Tennessee
Tierney of Massachusetts
Turner of Texas

Mr. Walsh of New York.

Mr. WALSH. The Chair announces
that 34 former Members of Congress
have responded to their names.

Ms. KENNELLY. Thank you all for
joining us today.

Our association was chartered by
Congress, and one requirement of that
charter is for us to report once a year
to Congress about our activities. Wait
until you see how many activities that
we have.

Many of you have joined us for sev-
eral years on this occasion, and there
will be numerous programs and
projects with which by now many of
you have become very familiar. This is
a sign of our association’s stability and
purpose.

We are extremely proud of our 45-
year history, of creating lasting and
purposeful programs to teach about
Congress and representative govern-
ment, and of our ability to take long-
standing projects and to expand them
and to improve them. We will report on
our program in just a minute.

During our annual meeting today, we
will honor two of our colleagues with
well-deserved recognition. In a few
minutes, we will celebrate Lou Frey’s
accomplishments with our Lifetime
Achievement Award. And later today,
during a luncheon in his honor, we will
bestow the 2015 Distinguished Service
Award to our dear friend, Amo Hough-
ton. I certainly hope all of you in at-
tendance and those coming later can
join us for the luncheon since Amo has
been an inspiration and a mentor to so
many of us.

While the ceremony is not going to
take place right now, I do want to read
into the RECORD the inscription of the
plague Amo Houghton will receive
today:

The 2015 Distinguished Service Award is
presented by the U.S. Association of Former
Members of Congress to Congressman Amo
Houghton.

Congressman Houghton of New York is
known for his civility, intellect, and compas-
sion. Amo valiantly served our country as a
United States Marine and for 18 years as a
Member of Congress. While serving in Con-
gress, Amo was relied upon by both Repub-
lican and Democratic Members for his keen
mind, unassuming nature, and unquestioned
integrity to help find solutions when others
only saw impasse.

He set the standard for good citizenship
and a commitment to the common good and
continues to do so in his support of edu-
cational and philanthropic endeavors. He is a
voice of reason that continues to resonate
with all of those who care deeply about Con-
gress and the ideals of representative democ-
racy. His colleagues from both sides of the
aisle salute him as a distinguished and dedi-
cated public servant.

Washington, D.C.

Please do join us this afternoon be-
cause I think the luncheon is going to
be absolutely wonderful, and I hope
you all can attend. I know there are

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
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others that couldn’t be with us this
morning that will be with us this noon-
time.

Now, back to our report. Our associa-
tion is bipartisan. It was founded in
1970 and chartered by Congress in 1983.
The purpose of the United States Asso-
ciation of Former Members of Congress
is to promote public service and
strengthen democracy, abroad and in
the United States.

About 600 former Members, Senators
and Representatives, belong to this as-
sociation. Republicans, Democrats, and
Independents are united in this organi-
zation in their desire to teach about
Congress and the importance of rep-
resentative democracy.

We are proud to have been chartered
by Congress, and we are just as proud
to take no funding from Congress. All
the activities which we are about to de-
scribe are financed via membership
dues, program-specific grants, spon-
sors, or via our fundraising dinner that
you are going to hear about very short-
ly.

Our finances are sound, our projects
fully funded, and our most recent audit
by an outside accountant confirmed
that we are running our association in
a fiscally sound, responsible, and trans-
parent manner.

It has been another successful, ac-
tive, and rewarding year. We have con-
tinued our work of serving as a liaison
between the current Congress and leg-
islatures overseas. We have created
partnerships with highly respected in-
stitutions in the area of democracy
building and election monitoring. We
have developed new projects and are
expanding others. We, again, have sent
dozens of bipartisan teams of former
Members of Congress to teach about
public service and representative de-
mocracy at universities and high
schools both in the United States and
abroad.

Our most important domestic under-
taking is teaching America’s next gen-
eration about their government and re-
sponsibility of citizenship. After our
report here in the Chamber this morn-
ing, we will inaugurate a new associa-
tion project aimed at bringing civic
education back to public school class-
rooms. The focus on civics has been in-
grained in our association’s DNA for
over 30 years, most prominently as a
part of our Congress to Campus pro-
gram.

I will yield to my good friend, David
Skaggs of Colorado, who for a number
of years, when our association was not
able to administer this program on its
own, stepped up to the plate and not
only kept Congress to Campus going,
but expanded it significantly.

Dayvid.

Mr. SKAGGS. Thank you very much,
Barbara.

I appreciate the opportunity to re-
port on the Congress to Campus pro-
gram. Although I have been affiliated
with it for a long time, I want to recog-
nize the co-chairs of the program who
couldn’t be with us this morning, Larry
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LaRocco of Idaho and Jack Buechner of
Missouri. They have done a terrific job
over the years in moving this program
along.

This program, as many of us have
participated in it well know, sends bi-
partisan teams of former Members to
colleges and universities across the
country and around the world. It en-
gages our Members from all over the
country in educating the next genera-
tion of leaders about the institution of
Congress, the duties and responsibil-
ities that we have as Members, and
most importantly, the value of public
service.

Since our visits always involve a bi-
partisan team, they demonstrate, I
think, pretty well that political debate
can and should be respectful, dynamic,
and courteous.

Former Members volunteer their
time leading classes, meeting with stu-
dent leaders, meeting with community
organizations, joining with student
government meetings—all manner of
activities on campus. The schools are
encouraged to offer the program to the
entire campus community to dem-
onstrate how we do our work in the
Congress.

I have gone on many of these trips,
most recently this spring with our
former colleague Pete Smith of
Vermont, on a visit to Evergreen State
College in Washington State. I was
again reminded of how valuable these
programs are, and I learned a great
deal from exchanges with Pete during
the course of that visit.

Speaking to the students renews our
hope, I think, in the future of our coun-
try, and I hope and believe that Mem-
bers will get as much out of this as the
students do.

We are delighted to report this year
that we added some new schools to the
program, as well as returning to many
of our old favorites. During the last
academic year, we visited over 25
schools, including Abilene Christian,
Boston University, Palm Beach State,
Tufts University, the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy, and Washington State University,
to name just a few. Over 40 former
Members participated, including sev-
eral former Members who just left of-
fice last January, so it is great to get
them involved very quickly.

I want to thank everyone who made a
visit and, most of all, those that have
donated their time pro bono to this
very important program of the associa-
tion. I think Members will tell you
that it gives them an opportunity in a
very meaningful way to continue their
public service.

I hope all our colleagues, particularly
those who may not yet have partici-
pated in the program, will consider
making a visit. It is an opportunity to
renew old friendships or make new
ones. Maybe, if you can’t make a visit
yourself, you can put us in touch with
your former alma mater or a school in
your old district so that we can take
the program there. Sharon Witiw, who
is seated to my left, runs the program
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for the association and can provide all
the information you may need.

We especially want to recognize our
continued relationship with the Sten-
nis Center for Public Service and its
associate director, Brother Roger. The
folks at the Stennis Center have been a
fantastic partner in keeping the pro-
gram on track, both logistically and fi-
nancially.

We have expanded the program inter-
nationally. There were two delegations
to the U.K. in the past year for
weeklong visits with hundreds of Brit-
ish students. Members participated
even in townhall meetings in Britain. I
hate to think of how much more fun
that is than townhall meetings here.

It is reported that these visits have
been one of the highlights of the stu-
dents’ semesters, and we want to thank
Philip Davies with the British Library
in London for all he does to make the
program work over there.

We have also incorporated Congress-
to-Campus-like activities in a number
of other international programs, in-
cluding the Congressional Study Group
on Germany. With the support of the
German Embassy here in Washington,
we were able to have a weeklong Con-
gress and Bundestag to Campus pro-
gram where former Members joined
with members of the Bundestag and
met with students from dozens of uni-
versities in the northeast.

Last fall, a new program was piloted
using technology to reach a new con-
stituency. Thanks to an in-kind grant
from iCohere, we had three 90-minute
Congress to Campus webinar sessions
to an audience of community colleges
across the Nation.

The webinar platform allowed stu-
dents from all over the country to par-
ticipate and ask questions of the bipar-
tisan panels of former Members. We are
currently adapting the webinar plat-
form to also serve high school govern-
ment classes around the country and
hope to have that program up and run-
ning this fall. Please consider partici-
pating in one of these programs that do
not necessarily involve the 3-day com-
mitment of a campus visit.

The association has also continued to
support the People to People program,
which brings hundreds of high school
students to the Capitol to learn about
leadership and American Government.
Several times over the past year,
former Members have keynoted those
sessions, and we have heard that many
staffers on the Hill were first inspired
into public service through their Peo-
ple to People experience.

Thanks to everyone who has helped
make this program the hallmark pro-
gram of the association. An informed
and engaged citizenry is absolutely es-
sential if our democracy is going to
work, and this program really contrib-
utes to that end.

Thank you very much.

Ms. KENNELLY. Thank you, David.
Thank you for all you have done for
one of our most successful programs.

I can remember I got excited when I
heard about these programs, and I real-
ly wanted to be part of it. At one time,
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Nancy Johnson and I went to Annap-
olis, and I wondered if Annapolis stu-
dents would be so interested in two
women of age spending 2% days with
them.

We had the best times, absolutely;
and I really urge you to go. Nancy and
I were always friendly, but it really
gives you a chance to spend 2% days
with someone from the other party
who you might have known or you
might not have known, and you will
enjoy it.

We have another new project, and the
purpose of the Common Ground Project
is to involve citizens in a dialogue
about the issues of the day and have a
vigorous debate that doesn’t shy away
from being partisan but, at the same
time, manages to be productive.

To give you more background on this
Common Ground Project, I invite my
colleague from New York, former Mem-
ber Ann Marie Buerkle, to share her re-

port.
Ann Marie.
Ms. BUERKLE. Thank you very

much, Barbara, Mr. Speaker.

One of the many joys of being active
with this remarkable, effective associa-
tion is that it brings together Repub-
licans and Democrats in our many pro-
grams, whether it is a part of our board
of directors, during our annual meeting
and charitable government tour-
nament, for panel discussions, as well
as other presentations. All that this as-
sociation does is bipartisan. Our board
is divided evenly between Republicans
and Democrats, and our leadership ro-
tates between the two parties.

Currently, our Congress, indeed, our
country, is going through a period of
polarization and partisanship. While we
don’t leave our political beliefs at the
door when participating in association
activities, we pride ourselves in cre-
ating an environment where an across-
the-aisle dialogue is not only possible,
but also the norm. We have institu-
tionalized this approach in a program
that we call the Common Ground
Project.

The purpose of the Common Ground
Project is to create venues and events
where a bipartisan approach can in-
volve the public in a dialogue on the
issues of the day. Some of our long-
standing programs, most importantly
the Congress to Campus program we
just heard about, already fit neatly
into the goals of the Common Ground
Project. There are other additional un-
dertakings that were specifically cre-
ated to further this project.

We are extremely proud of our part-
nership with the National Archives,
which, since 2010, has brought dozens of
former Members—again, from both
sides of the aisle—together with the
public for panel discussions for a pro-
ductive as well as a respectful dia-
logue. I have been privileged to partici-
pate in a number of our Common
Ground Project activities, including
Congress to Campus, as well as the Na-
tional Archives panel series. I believe
these dialogues are incredibly impor-
tant.
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Since our last report to Congress, we
continue to offer the public a number
of opportunities to participate in con-
versations about the issues that con-
cern our Nation. At the National Ar-
chives, former Members held discus-
sions about the midterm elections, our
current electoral system, and some of
the issues that have caused this cur-
rent partisan divide. Other public fo-
rums included presentations on money
in politics, foreign affairs and inter-
national trade issues, the U.S. Con-
stitution, and the accomplishments of
women in leadership.

As David Skaggs reported earlier, the
Congress to Campus program included,
for the first time, a number of webinars
that reached a very specific audience,
in this case, community college stu-
dents, and gave them an opportunity to
interact online with our bipartisan
panels of former Members of Congress.
After some introductory remarks, most
of the webinar time was committed to
giving the students an opportunity to
ask questions online. We were thrilled
with the positive response to this new
initiative and believe that this concept
will translate into furthering the goals
of the Common Ground Project.

Using modern technology, we can ef-
fectively reach audiences all across the
United States of America to engage
with them in a meaningful dialogue.
This is a wonderful opportunity to
demonstrate the great benefit that
comes from differing opinions being
aired, discussed, and dissected in order
to find that common ground.

We will explore, over the next year,
additional ways to make use of
webinars as a means of bringing the
public together with our former Mem-
ber teams. Our initial plan includes
reaching out to high school audiences,
in addition to college students. The
program could then be expanded to in-
clude other constituencies who would
be gathered in front of the computer,
again, to participate in a webinar. This
would allow us to include, among oth-
ers, the VFW, chambers of commerce,
and many groups who may not have ac-
cess to an in-person discussion.

There are quite a number of other ac-
tivities that contribute to our Common
Ground Project. Unfortunately, the list
is too long this morning to include
them all here. It is our association’s
most important undertaking to re-
engage the public in a political dis-
course that is productive, respectful,
and yields solutions rather than sound
bites.

We, as former Members, can con-
tribute greatly towards a better under-
standing of how the important issues of
our day play out on Capitol Hill, and I
view it as one of the responsibilities
that comes with the privilege of having
served in Congress. We have an oppor-
tunity to bridge the political gap and
show the American people that we can
have deeply held convictions and still
have discussions and debates that find
not only the common ground, but also
seek solutions.
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Thank you so much.

Ms. KENNELLY. Thank you, Ann
Marie. And thank you very much for
being willing to be active in our asso-
ciation and do a number of things for
us.

Ann Marie was on the panel. As you
know, we have a very close relation-
ship with the Archives. And we, our or-
ganization and the Archives, had a
panel 2 days after election. And this
shows that we really can be bipartisan.
There were various views that came
forth in that discussion, but it was ab-
solutely wonderful. We had a full audi-
ence. And it just shows that bipartisan-
ship can work, even 2 days after elec-
tion. Some of us were happy, and some
of us weren’t.

Another example of how powerful and
productive bipartisanship can be is our
annual Congressional Golf Tour-
nament. It is chaired by our past presi-
dent, Dennis Hertel of Michigan, and
by fellow board member Ken Kramer of
Colorado.

I will now yield the floor to Dennis
Hertel to give us a brief report about
our charitable golf tournament.

Dennis.

Mr. HERTEL. Thank you, Barbara. I
am still more comfortable over here.

Congratulations, Barbara, on this
great turnout today. And the annual
dinner, what a great success it was,
better than ever. You and Jim Walsh
have done just fantastic and what you
have accomplished for the association.

Eight years ago, we took a 35-year-
old tradition, our annual golf tour-
nament, which pits Republicans
against Democrats, and gave it a new
and much bigger mission. We converted
it into a charitable golf tournament to
aid severely wounded vets returning
from the battlefields of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Our beneficiaries—War-
fighter Sports, a program of Disabled
Sports USA, and Tee It Up for the
Troops—use golf and other sports to
help our wounded veterans readjust to
life after sustaining severe injuries.
They involve the entire family in the
sport, and they provide equipment and
training.

Our seventh annual event was held
last year on July 28 at the Army Navy
Country Club. And we have had more
Congressmen, active Members, attend
our tournament than all of these other
golf tournaments that you hear about
in Washington, D.C. There might be
more in Washington, D.C., than any
other place in the country as far as
fundraisers, but we have more Members
turn out for our cause.

All together, these tournaments have
raised over a half million dollars for
these outstanding programs. During
each of our past tournaments, we have
had several dozen current and former
Members from both sides of the aisle
come together to support our wounded
troops that day and throughout the
year; and they have met with dozens of
wounded warriors, many of whom play
in our foursomes. Some double ampu-
tees included in their numbers have hit
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further and straighter than a lot of our
members—certainly me. It is an in-
credibly humbling, rewarding, and
memorable experience to spend a day
in the presence of these inspiring men
and women.

I want to thank everyone in the asso-
ciation, particularly Sharon Witiw, as
well as Ken Kramer, our tournament’s
co-chair. Sharon just does a tremen-
dous job week in and week out working
on this all year long, and Ken has just
been the mainstay of the program.

Equally important, I am happy to re-
port we have again secured the leader-
ship of two of our most outstanding
current Members who are co-chairs to
help us lead this effort: Congressman
JIMMY DUNCAN of Tennessee and Con-
gressman GENE GREEN of Texas. So
some co-chairmen that many of us
have served with have just been tre-
mendous in opening up their offices
and staff and working with us all the
time.

GENE replaces our past Democratic
co-chair, Mike McIntyre of North Caro-
lina.

Mike, please stand up. We want to
thank you so much for your hard work
as co-chair.

Mike really put us up on the map and
got us higher as far as Members’ par-
ticipation, and it has really made a
great difference. And JIMMY DUNCAN
and GENE GREEN, we just can’t thank
them enough for what they have been
doing and their constant encourage-
ment of Members to come and play
with us.

That brings me to the point of our
former Members. We are having, for
the first time in the last few tour-
naments, more current Members play
in the golf tournament than former
Members when we are sponsoring it. So
I hope that the great turnout today is
an indication of having more people
come to our golf tournament. Even if
you don’t want to play golf, just come
and enjoy the day with our veterans. It
is so convenient. It is right here at
Army Navy. Don’t worry about your
skill level, you know. It is an honor for
us to help such an incredibly deserving
group in this small way.

The next tournament will be July 27.
We call it ““The Members’’ tournament.
But unlike the Masters, you don’t need
to play at the pro level to have a suc-
cessful and enjoyable day. All you have
to do is show up and help raise some
money. I want to stress that, while this
event is called a tournament, no one
should be worried about their score or
their skill level to participate. I am
certainly an example of that.

This event is 100 percent about help-
ing wounded warriors. Nobody cares
what your handicap is. Your individual
score is not kept because we have a
scramble format, which I am very
much in favor of; so, you know, they
don’t really know how you did. But if
you hit one good, they can use it, in-
cluding a putt.

So both current and former Members
give it their time and attention. If you

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

only play golf once a year, this should
be the day you do it.

So I want to thank all of you so
much for all the help. And if you can
play or if you can bring us a new spon-
sor, please let us know.

Thanks very much.

Ms. KENNELLY. Thank you, Dennis,
for this report.

We are so honored that we can play a
small role in the rehabilitation of
these amazing men and women. And as
a golfer, I can tell you it doesn’t mat-
ter if your handicap is 10 or if your
handicap is 27; and I have been both
places. And I promise you, in a scram-
ble, no matter what Marty Russo does,
he doesn’t always win.

In addition to the domestic programs
we have just described, our association
also has a very active and far-reaching
international focus. We conduct pro-
grams focused on Europe and Asia; we
bring current Members of Congress to-
gether with their peers in legislatures
overseas; and we work with the Depart-
ment of State to talk about representa-
tive democracy in our office with audi-
ences abroad. To me, this is becoming
one of the most important programs.

As I remember, when I first became
active in Association of Former Mem-
bers, you really did not see many sit-
ting Members of Congress. It was our
association. We have expanded this,
and as a result, a number of Members
take part in our organizations that do
go abroad and do study things abroad.

The other day, the German Marshall
Fund had put out a new report, and
Pete put together a get-together. I was
so impressed. We had scholars about
Germany. We had a very interesting
audience as well as the German Mar-
shall Fund there.

But what really impressed me was
the number of Members—and this was
one of the busiest days when they were
doing the trade legislation—the Mem-
bers that were attending; and even
when they had to go out, they came
back. My feeling is, if we get this new
business of having present Members be
active in our association, that means
they will know our association before
they are former Members.

Psychologically, this is very good be-
cause they bring very new information,
but not only that, we are not trying to
get them to be Members. After they
have left or lost, they know about us. I
think this will be very healthy for the
organization.

One of our most valued partners in
these undertakings is the Canadian As-
sociation of Former Parliamentarians.
Our friendship with our colleagues in
Ottawa goes back to 1987 when a group
of former parliamentarians came and
visited with us to learn about our asso-
ciation and our projects and used the
lessons learned to create their own as-
sociation in Canada.

For almost 30 years, we have been
friends and partners and we are hon-
ored to have as our guest today David
Daubney, a former member of the Ca-
nadian Parliament and an officer of our
sister organization.
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Welcome, David, if you are here this
morning. Thank you, David. We are so
pleased you can be with us.

I have not had the opportunity, and
former Members have asked me to go
up to Ottawa to join in their big event,
like our dinner, and I got into the air-
port in Ottawa, and that is the day
that they had a very sad bomb scare.

Very fortunately, I didn’t get out of
the airport because if I had, I wouldn’t
have gotten home for a couple of days
because the airport was locked down. I
was sorry I couldn’t be there. I thank
you for the good times we have had in
the past year with the Canadian dele-
gation. You are going to hear more
about that.

Via the former Members association,
I have met with numerous groups of
legislators from emerging democracies
who have come to Washington for a
better understanding of our representa-
tive government and our form of de-
mocracy. These conversations and
meetings are always two-way streets. 1
have to say that I learn as much, if not
more, from our visitors than they do
from me.

Just last month, our association
hosted at our offices a large group of
young professionals from ASEAN,
countries including Vietnam and Indo-
nesia, and we had a great dialogue
about running for office and serving
our constituency.

Our association also has a long-
standing partnership with a great NGO
Legacy International, bringing young
professionals from the Middle East and
north Africa to the United States. Our
most recent group just completed their
6 weeks in Washington. They stay 6
weeks.

The group is composed of young pro-
fessionals from Morocco and Tunisia.
Most of these visitors work in the NGO
sector in their countries, and they
come to the United States to learn
about the interaction between govern-
ment and nongovernmental sectors.

I would like to take this moment to
thank former Congresswoman Bev
Byron because she has been very, very
generous in opening up her house to
students for dinner, and it is much ap-
preciated by the association.

The goal of this program is to seek a
better understanding between cultures
and establish an avenue of dialogue be-
tween nations. It is a unique oppor-
tunity to create a constructive polit-
ical and cultural discourse between the
United States and north Africa. I am
very proud that our association is part
of this vital dialogue.

In addition to hosting visiting dele-
gations, our association organizes
former Member delegations to travel
overseas and engage students, govern-
ment officials, NGOs, and corporate
representatives. You have already
heard about the Congress to Campus
programs and the very international
component that it has.

We brought the program to numerous
universities in countries such as Tur-
key, the United Kingdom, other over-
seas delegations; we call them ExDELs.
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We have traveled to countries where a
dialogue is often difficult, but nonethe-
less incredibly important—for example,
China, a country to which we have now
sent seven ExDELs over the past 4
years.

In addition to these former Member
international programs, our associa-
tion supports Congress’ international
outreach in a meaningful, productive,
and bipartisan way via our congres-
sional study groups. These are all pro-
grams that involve current Members of
Congress, and I now invite my good
friend and my predecessor, and I thank
Connie for helping me begin my presi-
dency, and I enjoyed her presidency,
Connie Morella.

Ms. MORELLA. Thank you, Madam
President. Thank you very much, Bar-
bara. I just want to say it has been
great working side by side with you for
the 2 years when you were vice presi-
dent, and you are doing a great job. It
is nice to continue to be involved with
all the wonderful programs that the
former Members offer.

I appreciate the opportunity to brief-
ly speak to you about the work of Con-
gressional Study Groups on Germany,
Japan, Turkey, and Europe. They are
flagship international programs of the
former Members of Congress for over
three decades. The study groups are
independent, bipartisan legislative ex-
changes for current Members of Con-
gress and their senior staff, and they
serve as educational forums and in-
valuable tools for international dia-
logue with the goal of creating better
understanding and cooperation be-
tween the United States and its most
important strategic and economic part-
ners.

Each study group has a membership
roster of between 75 and 125 Members of
Congress, current Members of Con-
gress, and is led by a bipartisan, bi-
cameral pair of co-chairs. I want to ac-
knowledge the service of all of our co-
chairs for their hard work and dedica-
tion to these critical programs, and I
hope they are watching.

The Congressional Study Group on
Germany is led by Senator JEFF SES-
SIONS, Senator JEANNE SHAHEEN, Rep-
resentative CHARLIE DENT, and Rep-
resentative TED DEUTCH.

The Congressional Study Group on
Japan is led by Senator MAZIE HIRONO,
Senator LISA MURKOWSKI, Representa-
tive DIANA DEGETTE, and Representa-
tive BILLY LONG.

The Congressional Study Group on
Turkey is led by Representative GERRY
CoNNOLLY and Representative ED WHIT-
FIELD.

The Congressional Study Group on
Europe is led by Senator JOHN BO0O0Zz-
MAN, Senator CHRIS MURPHY, Rep-
resentative JEFF FORTENBERRY, and
Representative PETER WELCH.

Our co-chairs are true leaders, who
not only serve in their role at official
study group events, but are also called
on by various embassies and countless
outside organizations to speak on pan-
els, attend roundtables, and meet with
visiting delegations.
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The study group model focuses on
high-level dialogue on pressing issues
surrounding security, energy, trade
questions, and financial questions that
affect our key bilateral and multilat-
eral relationships with our partners
abroad.

Programming celebrates active dis-
cussion among all participants, avoid-
ing lengthy speeches or formal presen-
tations, in order to create the kind of
atmosphere that promotes personal
connections. We believe that the net-
work of peers created via our programs
have acted to renew and expand areas
of mutual cooperation.

The congressional study groups are
not the only program dedicated to this
mission, but they are unique in their
year-round outreach to Capitol Hill.
Unlike other formats, we provide long-
lasting staff support and maintain a
well-respected reputation as inde-
pendent and nonadvocacy.

As a result, our network attracts a
large, diverse groups of legislators and
policymakers who are committed to
international dialogue more broadly
and don’t have to shy away from our
programming lest they be asked to sup-
port a particular policy position. What
is most important for us is that they
join the discussion.

A few highlights from the discussion
in the last 12 months include the 31st
Annual Congress-Bundestag Seminar
hosted by Representative CHARLIE
DENT in Pennsylvania’s 15th Congres-
sional District in September 2014; the
32nd Annual Congress-Bundestag Sem-
inar hosted by our German counter-
parts in Berlin, Dresden, and Leipzig in
May 2015; the 2nd Annual Congres-
sional Member Study Group tour to
Japan in February 2015; three senior
congressional staff study tours to Ger-
many in partnership with the Embassy
of Germany; one senior congressional
staff study tour to Japan, which visited
Tokyo, Fukushima, and Hiroshima;
and 21 high-level roundtables here in
Washington, D.C.

That is quite a list of very important
meetings and study groups and trips.
The work of the congressional study
groups is complemented by our diplo-
matic advisory council. Initially fo-
cused on European nations, the diplo-
matic advisory council is now com-
prised of four dozen ambassadors from
six continents who advise and partici-
pate in our programming.

Their interest and commitment to
multilateral dialogue is a valued addi-
tion to the congressional study groups
and provides a valuable outreach be-
yond our four core study groups.

In the past year, we have also formed
the congressional staff advisory coun-
cil. As former Members of Congress, we
know the value of good staff. I always
say my rod and my staff, they com-
forted me and prepared the papers for
me in the presence of my constituents.

The staff advisory council formally
recognizes the mutually beneficial re-
lationships we have in offices across
Capitol Hill. We are very grateful for
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the staff who participate in and sup-
port our programming, as we are for
the Members of Congress.

Finally, I want to thank the institu-
tions, foundations, and companies
which support our mission. We would
like to give particular thanks to Admi-
ral Dennis Blair, Ms. Junko Chano of
Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA, and
Dr. Karen Donfried and Ms. Maia
Comeau of the German Marshall Fund
for their support as our international
funders of the congressional study
groups in 2015.

The congressional study groups are
also grateful for the support of the
international business community here
in Washington, D.C., represented by
each study group’s business advisory
council. I am going to briefly mention
the companies of the 2015 business ad-
visory council because they are the
supporters. We do not get any money
from Congress, and so it is those people
who care very much about the work of
the former Members’ international pro-
grams.

They are Allianz, All Nippon Air-
ways, Airbus Group, B. Braun Medical,

Central Japan Railway Company,
Cheniere Energy, Daimler, Deutsche
Telekom, DHL, Fresenius, Hitachi,

Honda, Lufthansa German Airlines,
Marubeni America Corporation,
Mitsubishi Corporation, Mitsui, Rep-
resentative of German Industry and
Trade, Sojitz, Toyota Motor North
America, United Parcel Service, and
Volkswagen of America.

Because of their support, our activi-
ties not only help to build vital bilat-
eral relationships between legislatures,
but also build bipartisan relationships
within our own Congress. Mutual un-
derstanding and shared experiences
among legislators are crucial to solv-
ing pressing problems, whether at
home or abroad.

As former Members of Congress, we
are proud to bring the important serv-
ices provided by the congressional
study groups to our colleagues still in
office, and we are very proud to play an
active role in our continued inter-
national outreach.

Thank you very much.

Ms. KENNELLY. Thank you, Connie.

In addition to these substantive and
issue-specific international projects,
our association also offers its members
the opportunity to participate in group
travel where our staff puts together
the logistics and participating mem-
bers assume all the costs. These trips
are unique because they combine a
tourist experience with more formal
meetings that involve current and
former government officials in the
country we are visiting.

I will now yield to my good friend
from North Carolina, Martin Lan-
caster, to report on his combined dele-
gation.

Mr. LANCASTER. Thank you, Bar-
bara.

For the 2014 fall study group, a con-
tingent of former Members visited the
beaches of Normandy, as well as World
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War I battlefields in northern France
and Belgium. The trip was to com-
memorate those troops who gave their
lives during World War I and World
War II on the 100th and 70th anniver-
saries of those horrible wars. The group
of former Members and their spouses
were privileged to share this moving
experience with a group of former
members from the Canadian Par-
liament and their spouses. This was
our first and what we hope will be
many joint study tours with our
friends to the north.

At the opening reception in Paris,
the two groups of former legislators
first learned how their nations’ sac-
rifices had a direct impact on the lives
of Europeans when a friend of a former
Member recounted her story of how her
family was liberated by the Allies dur-
ing the war.

After gathering in Paris, the group
traveled to Normandy, first to Juno
Beach, where the Canadian military
landed for the D-Day invasion. It was
an incredible experience to explore a
German bunker and to walk the beach-
es where young Canadian soldiers land-
ed 70 years ago. The following day the
group spent a day on the Utah and
Omaha beaches in the sands where the
U.S. military landed, and we were hum-
bled by the staggering number of losses
reflected in the cemetery for the Amer-
ican soldiers.

The former Members held a moving
wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier and spent
quite some time walking around the
grounds and reflecting on the sacrifices
made by so many.

While in the Normandy region, our
group was treated to the hospitality of
Count Denis de Kergorlay of Canisy at
his chateau, which has been in his fam-
ily’s possession since the 11th century.
The Count has been a friend and part-
ner of our association for over 10 years,
and many of you have had a chance to
meet him during our Statesmanship
Awards Dinners where, since 2004, he so
generously has offered a four-night
stay at this magnificent chateau at
auction for our fundraising. I certainly
want to thank him on behalf of the as-
sociation for his many years of support
and friendship.

Staying at Chateau de Canisy is like
stepping back in time. This welcoming
and memorable location provided a
warm atmosphere for the national bor-
ders and the party affiliations within
our international group to completely
fade away. Each evening during dinner,
conversations revealed our shared ex-
periences as legislators and the moving
common history of World War I and
World War II. One special night, Count
de Kergorlay treated us to a musical
performance at the chateau thoroughly
enjoyed by all who attended and hailed
as one of the highlights of the trip.

The final two days of the trip were
spent in northern France and Belgium,
and the focus pivoted toward World
War I. En route, we stopped briefly at
the Normandy Museum in Cannes. A
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brief detour was made to Hallu, a small
village in northern France where the
recent discovery of the identity of sev-
eral World War I soldiers in the back-
yvard of a home there revealed they
were from the same regiment as the
president of the Canadian Association
of Former Parliamentarians, Leo
Duguay, who was traveling with us.
The group gathered in the home’s
backyard for a moving wreath-laying
ceremony and flag presentation. After-
wards, the group was entertained at
the mayor’s office in Hallu.

Upon arriving in northern France,
the group visited Vimy Ridge and the
Canadian National Vimy Ridge Memo-
rial, where we toured the trenches and
learned about the pivotal battle that
occurred in 1917 when the Canadians
lost more soldiers than any battle in
their history.

We also spent a few hours visiting
the interactive Flanders Field Museum
in Ypres, Belgium, which is an incred-
ibly marvelous educational experience.
The last event of the trip was partici-
pating in a ceremony in the town of
Ypres at the Menin Memorial Gate to
the Missing, where every night at 8
p.m. for the last 100 years, the road is
closed and buglers sound ‘‘The Last
Post” in memory of those whose graves
are unknown. This was followed by a
wreath-laying ceremony by a number
of organizations, including our own.
What a breathtaking way to conclude
our travels.

This fall we are planning to travel to
Havana, Cuba, for our study tour.
There is such interest by our member-
ship in this destination that we will
offer a second trip in January. While
our Canadian friends cannot join us in
October, we would love to partner with
them again maybe for the one in Janu-
ary because it was a great pleasure to
get to know them and to form these
friendships across the border.

Thank you, Barbara.

Ms. KENNELLY. Thank you, Martin.

The experience you had in Normandy
with our friends from Canada certainly
was extraordinary, and I have heard all
about it. I am sorry I had to miss it,
but I am signed up for the Cuba trip.

All of the programs you have heard
about clearly require funding, and we
have been very successful in growing
our fundraising capabilities along with
our programming. The most impactful
single fundraising mechanism we have
created is the Annual Statesmanship
Awards Dinner. In March of this year,
we hosted our 18th dinner. And just
like the preceding 17, it was chaired by
our good friend, Lou Frey of Florida.
Lou was supported by a number of
other co-chairs, including me, former
Members Dennis Hertel, Martin Frost,
and our association CEO, Pete
Weichlein. I would like to invite Lou
Frey to report on the highly successful
18th Statesmanship Awards Dinner,
and I think you realize that Lou has
been chairman of all of the 18 dinners
we have had.

Lou Frey.
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Mr. FREY. Barbara, thank you for all
of the hard work you have put in. We
have had many, many people working
on this. This is an absolute great way
to explain to your kids in terms of
doing something. If you are going to do
it, make sure you are going to be able
to carry it through because this start-
ed with an idea of raising maybe
$100,000, if that. We had no other
source, we were going basically broke
over a period of time. The idea, though,
grew on its own. Not because of me. It
didn’t grow because of me, but it grew
because each and every one of you, we
are all winners. We are all people who
succeeded in the toughest market
going, and it has been just a wonderful
thing to see how it has grown and how
many people are now involved in it.

I just messed up someone’s long, hard
work in terms of what I said. But, Pete,
you never thought I would stick to the
script. No, I knew you wouldn’t think
that.

The last dinner, we had over 500 tick-
ets sold. We raised more money than
any of the preceding 17 dinners. It was
just incredible. We had wonderful peo-
ple up on the stage. We have decided to
g0 ahead and present the next dinner
under a theme of Salute to Service
where we have different people in-
volved in this process like we did the
last time, like with Bob Dole’s, and
that will be the next one.

The highlight of the evening, I think,
came when they had the debate or dis-
cussion, but the evening is a wonderful
way to showcase our association and
recognize outstanding public service.
That is the whole basis of the dinner. If
it makes it, we are in great shape. If it
blows it, we are in bad shape. It is pret-
ty black and white. We have a good
base. I am looking forward to doing it.
I would like to say and put it on the
record, this is not Federal money. This
is not government money. This is our
money that we are using. It is money
that is reaching out where nobody can
criticize it. It came admittedly from an
idea that I had to start with, and it is
an idea that has really worked.

I think I ought to give you a little in-
formation about next year’s dinner. I
know we are looking at the clock, but
I have more information about next
year’s dinner that you ought to know
about. Again, it will be at the Mellon
Auditorium on Constitution Avenue.
What a great place to have a meeting,
and we are going to do it there again.
The theme of the 2016 dinner will be to
honor individuals and entities who are
actively supporting our men and
women in uniform. Most all of us are
involved in that. I am involved in Flor-
ida with a particular golf tournament
that puts money back in through the
program by playing golf. Dennis Hertel
was here and talked about the tremen-
dous job he is doing. Remember, we are
raising this money. It is our money.
That is the money that is going in.

The 19th dinner will be a different ex-
perience for me because it will be the
first one in 19 years where I can actu-
ally sit back and relax. It has been my
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special pleasure to work for the last 18
years to make this annual dinner the
great success it has become. I have
been able to enjoy a recent event, tak-
ing the family to Montana for awhile
and spending time with kids whose
names I now recognize, and one of
them is here today. The dinner is an
important event, and obviously we are
not going to let the association down.
I am not walking away, but 18 years, in
all fairness, I have put some time in.

What we are doing in the event, and
part of the event, is allowing the asso-
ciation to get the money we need so
the association can fill all these great
programs. But again, let me say again
just in case you haven’t heard me, if we
don’t raise the money with nongovern-
mental money, we are broke. Okay,
just so we are all on the same page.
Moving forward, I am going to do what
I can while I am still able to do, and we
have a great team. We have a great
bunch of people working on it. It is
nice to think they need me, but they
really don’t need me. In one sense,
we’re all part of it, however. We are
turning over a machine that is really
well oiled and can work well, a ma-
chine that knows how to do it, and it
knows when to call out to people when
something isn’t going quite as well as
it should. But that never happens with
this.

Basically, I just want to also say that
I can’t tell you what an incredible feel-
ing of involvement, of joy, of sorrow,
continuing feeling that my life is bet-
ter because of each and every one of
you who I have been able to work with
and we all have been trying to work
with. We are doing God’s work. We are
putting back into what we have in this
country. We will never put back 100
percent, but it really is part of it. So
when we come to the 19th dinner, we
have somebody rooting like heck for
you on the sideline. But it is going to
take people continuing to be involved.
Thank you, thank you, thank you
again.

Ms. KENNELLY. Thank you, Lou.

I can’t even imagine chairing 18 din-
ners. But I will say I might not miss
Lou Frey’s calls when he tells me I
haven’t done a good enough job.

But Lou, you are not leaving us. In
recognition of your 18 years chairing
the Statesmanship Awards Dinner, and
in recognition of your service on our
board of directors for almost two dec-
ades, and in recognition of the great
contributions you made to the organi-
zation as its president, the board of di-
rectors and the members of the United
States Association of Former Members
of Congress wish to bestow upon you
our Lifetime Achievement Award.

There is no plagque large enough to
hold all of the accolades you deserve
based upon your service to this coun-
try, first in our military, then in Con-
gress, and currently leading the charge
to restore civic education in our Na-
tion’s classrooms. Your initiative on
behalf of civic education is the founda-
tion upon which we are basing a new
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association program, the Lou Frey
Forum on Civic Engagement, which
will translate the tremendous strides
you have achieved in Florida into a na-
tionwide effort utilizing our former
Members network across the country.

I, therefore, cannot overstate how ap-
preciative the leadership and member-
ship of our organization are for all you
have done for us, particularly as chair-
man of the Statesmanship Awards Din-
ner for 18 years. This Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award is one way we wish to rec-
ognize your tremendous service.

Also, we want to tell you there is
going to be a Lou Frey Civics Scholar-
ship, which will benefit a student at
Winter Park High School, just a couple
miles from your home. For the next 3
years, a graduating student who has
taken AP civics and is accepted at a
community college or university will
receive a $1,000 scholarship in your
name to help defray his or her college
costs.

Lou, this Lifetime Achievement
Award is highly deserved, and the
plaque reads as follows:

This Lifetime Achievement Award is be-
stowed upon the Honorable Lou Frey, Jr., for
his exemplary and inspiring service to his
country as well as to the United States Asso-
ciation of Former Members of Congress. Lou
Frey’s public service began in the United
States Navy in 1955 and culminated in a po-
litical career that spanned over three dec-
ades. He represented his Florida constituents
with dedication, integrity, and dynamism.
His optimism and can-do attitude never di-
minished in his post-congressional career,
and transformed our association during his
yvears as president, board member, and
Statesmanship Awards Dinner chairman. For
his lifetime of bringing about positive
change, his friends and colleagues from both
sides of the political aisle salute him.

Thank you, Lou.

Mr. FREY. Some of my family is
here, and I want to thank them.

I am especially pleased to have my
good friend and former chief of staff,
Oscar Juarez, and his wife, Nancy, here
representing those who made our con-
gressional office a happy and produc-
tive place to work.

It really was. What a great oppor-
tunity.

Ms. KENNELLY. I also want to
thank the many partners and sup-
porters that made this possible. We are
truly lucky to have this assembled
group of corporations and foundations
that believe in our work.

Also, I would be remiss if I did not
thank the other members of our asso-
ciation’s executive board: our vice
president, Jim Walsh; treasurer, Mar-
tin Frost; secretary, Mary Bono; and
our past president, Connie Morella.
You have all made this association a
stronger and better organization than
it was ever before. I thank you for your
time and energy. To administer all of
these programs takes a staff of dedi-
cated and enthusiastic professionals.

I am going to quickly mention them.
They are wonderful.

Sean Pavlik is part of the inter-
national team and runs our Congres-
sional Study Group on Japan. Unfortu-
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nately, we are losing Sean. He is pur-
suing an MBA at the University of
Michigan, and we wish him the best.

Rachel Haas is our CEO’s right-hand
person, runs the entire office, makes
sure that our money is spent appro-
priately and wisely, and played a huge
role in making our Statesmanship
Awards Dinner such a beautiful and
memorable event.

Andrew Shoenig, our associate direc-
tor of international programs, started
out as an intern with us about 4 years
ago and now is the linchpin in our in-
credibly successful program focusing
on Germany, the EU, and all of the
Ambassadors who participate in our
Diplomatic Advisory Council.

Sharon Witiw, our domestic program
director, oversees the smooth oper-
ations of projects such as the Congress
to Campus program. She also is the one
who keeps our membership updated
through our Web site, email notifica-
tions, and the year-end newsletter.

Sabine Schleidt is our managing di-
rector, who spends most of her time on
the current Member international pro-
grams, but also a lot of hours on imple-
menting the strategic vision and fund-
raising goals.

And Peter Weichlein.

Peter, you are, to me, the most out-
standing chief executive officer.

Peter has been with our association
for 16 years. I am old enough for any-
thing, but I am old enough to remem-
ber before Peter, and this organization
has come so, so far. He keeps his enthu-
siasm. His staff is not that large. It is
amazing that they can have all these
programs and all these success. Peter
is wonderful to work with.

Like many of you, I have been on
many boards. In fact, for the last 9
years, I ran a board and had to report
to a board of directors. Peter is excep-
tional. He keeps the board happy; he
keeps the staff happy; and he never
stops working. We are, indeed, fortu-
nate to have Peter as our chief execu-
tive officer.

Also, every year at our annual meet-
ing, we ask the membership to elect
new officers and board members. I
therefore will now read the names of
the candidates for board members and
officers. They are all running unop-
posed. I ask for a single ‘‘yea’” or ‘‘nay”’
as I present to you the list of can-
didates as a slate.

For the association’s board of direc-
tors:

Dave Camp of Michigan

Jim Coyne of Pennsylvania

Barbara Kennelly of Connecticut

Ken Kramer of Colorado

Ray LaHood of Illinois

Jim Matheson of Utah

Jim Moran of Virginia

Jim Slattery of Kansas

Karen Thurman of Florida.

All in favor of electing these former
Members to our board of directors,
please say, ‘“‘aye.” Any opposed? Hear-
ing none, the board has been elected.

Next, we will elect our executive
committee. As president, I serve 2
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years. I have already done 1 and will
end my term in 2016. However, the
other three elected members of the ex-
ecutive board are up for reelection for
a l-year term.

The candidates are:

Jim Walsh of New York for vice
president

Martin Frost of Texas for treasurer

Mary Bono of California for sec-
retary.

All in favor of electing these three
former Members of our executive com-
mittee, please say, ‘‘yea.” Any obp-
posed? Hearing no opposition, the slate
has been elected by this membership.

The executive board is completed by
Connie Morella, who is an unelected of-
ficer in her capacity as immediate past
president.

Now it is my sad duty to inform the
Congress of those former and current
Members who have passed away since
our last report in July. I ask all of you,
including the visitors in the gallery, to
rise as I read the names. At the end of
the list, we will pay our respect to
their memory with a moment of si-
lence. We honor these men and women
for their service to our country. They
are:

Donald Albosta of Michigan

Bruce Alger of Texas

Herman Badillo of New York

Edward Brooke of Massachusetts

M. Caldwell Butler of Virginia

Thomas Cass Ballenger of North
Carolina

Don H. Clausen of California

Phil Crane of Illinois

Lane Evans of Illinois

Bill Frenzel of Minnesota

Robert Griffin of Michigan

George Hansen of Idaho

Herbert Harris of Virginia

Jim Jeffords of Vermont

Robert W. Kastenmeier of Wisconsin

John Krebs of California

Arch A. Moore, Jr., of West Virginia

John M. Murphy of New York

John T. Myers of Indiana

Alan Nunnelee of Mississippi

Peter Peyser of New York

Marge Roukema of New Jersey

Fernando J. St. Germain of Rhode Is-
land

Robert Tiernan of Rhode Island

James A. Traficant of Ohio

Jim Wright of Texas

C.W. Bill Young of Florida

Please observe a moment of silence.

That concludes the 4b5th report to
Congress by the United States Associa-
tion of Former Members of Congress.
We thank the Congress, the Speaker,
and the minority leader for giving us
the opportunity to return to this re-
vered Chamber and to report on our as-
sociation’s activities. We look forward
to another active and productive year.

Thank you.

Mr. WALSH. The Chair again wishes
to thank all former Members of the
House for their presence and this con-
tinuing commitment to this high call-
ing of public service.

Before terminating the proceedings,
the Chair would like to invite those
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former Members who did not respond
when the roll was called to give their
names to the Reading Clerk for inclu-
sion on the roll.

This concludes our meeting today.
We stand adjourned.

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We strive to be one Nation, indivis-
ible, constant in vigilance, and seeking
liberty and justice for all. Because we
are too weak to find total accomplish-
ment in these things, we place our
trust in You. Help us to be a virtuous
people, responsible for upholding the
sound principles that brought our
country into being.

May law and order not only be words
echoing in the halls of government and
the courts of this land but words de-
scribing how all Americans live out
their citizenship and ownership of the
commonwealth of our great Nation.

Bless the Members of this people’s
House, who have been entrusted by
their constituents to usher an ever
greater future into existence in our
land. May they model for all Ameri-
cans class, openness, and honesty in
the work they do.

May everything done here this day be
for Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. HAHN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. HAHN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———
REPEAL MEDICAL DEVICE TAX

(Mr. KATKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

H4445

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my support for bipar-
tisan legislation before the House, the
Protect Medical Innovation Act of 2015,
to permanently repeal the onerous
medical device tax.

This medical device tax has con-
demned our manufacturers of medical
devices in the United States to less
competition and being less competitive
throughout the world. These manufac-
turers are now competing with one arm
tied behind their backs because of this
onerous tax. It has had serious con-
sequences across this great land for
companies—job losses, jobs moving
overseas, less innovation, and fewer
products coming to market.

This morning was another great ex-
ample of that because I got word that
the largest medical manufacturer in
my district, Welch Allyn, was just
bought out. Those jobs are now in jeop-
ardy, hundreds and hundreds of well-
paying jobs. They did this strictly be-
cause they couldn’t compete at their
size because of all of the things that
were against them, including the med-
ical device tax.

There is no question that the medical
device tax played a role in their having
to sell, and there is no question that
the medical device tax has now put
hundreds of well-paying jobs in jeop-
ardy in central New York.

I ask my colleagues to join me in re-
pealing this onerous tax.

SONS AND DAUGHTERS IN TOUCH

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor Sons and Daughters In Touch, an
organization which supports and con-
nects children whose parents were
killed in battle, called Gold Star Chil-
dren.

Sons and Daughters In Touch was
founded by my friend Tony Cordero,
who lost his father in Vietnam when he
was just 2 years old. This past Monday,
I laid a wreath at the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier in Arlington Cemetery
and visited the grave of Tony’s father,
William.

Thousands of families rely on Sons
and Daughters In Touch to help them
through the process of healing and to
honor the memory of their moms and
dads. Sons and Daughters In Touch will
celebrate its 26th anniversary this Fa-
ther’s Day, with a remembrance at the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

We have a shared responsibility to
care for the children whose parents
have made the ultimate sacrifice for
our country. I have introduced a reso-
lution in honor of Sons and Daughters
In Touch, recognizing the importance
of this organization and the strength of
the families it represents.

MARRIAGE

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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