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giving back by supporting both youth
educational scholarships and FFA pro-
grams. Since 2005, the Pennsylvania
State Showmen’s Association has
raised and donated over $350,000 to
youth educational scholarships and
FFA programming through the work of
more than 100 of their volunteers.

Mr. Speaker, the Pennsylvania State
Showmen’s Association put their indi-
vidual goals aside for the common
goals of the industry to serve the wel-
fare of the community, the State, and
the Nation. Their generous record re-
flects their success, and I thank them
for their efforts.

————

WOMEN’S REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS
MUST BE RESPECTED

(Ms. FUDGE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, this must
be Groundhog Day because this House
continues to revisit over and over
again a woman’s right to make deci-
sions about her own health.

Roe v. Wade has long established a
woman’s constitutional right to have
an abortion prior to a fetus’ viability,
yvet Republicans continue to introduce
legislation like H.R. 36 to ban abor-
tions beginning at 20 weeks, with very
limited exceptions.

In Congress and in several States,
politicians are interfering in com-
plicated private medical decisions that
should be left to a woman, her family,
and her doctor. That is why I am proud
to cointroduce the Women’s Health
Protection Act, a bill making it unlaw-
ful for States to pass restrictive legis-
lation that will endanger women’s
health and safety. Women’s reproduc-
tive rights must be respected.

———

RECOGNIZING THE MARCH FOR
LIFE

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow marks the 42-year anniversary
since the Supreme Court decided Roe v.
Wade. Since then, millions of innocent
lives have been lost.

This is also a time to renew hope, as
Americans continue to advocate for the
respect of all human life. Tomorrow,
upwards of a quarter of a million peo-
ple from across the Nation and many
from my district will march from The
National Mall to the Supreme Court.

In Congress, we are working to help
their efforts. I am cosponsoring H.R.
36, the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Pro-
tection Act. This legislation would
limit abortion after the age at which
evidence shows an unborn child can ex-
perience pain.

We must continue to stand for legis-
lation that defends the right to life,
without which all other rights are im-
possible.
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REMEMBERING SISTER ANN
KEEFE

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Sister Ann Keefe,
who passed away on Sunday, January
18.

In 1982, Sister Ann joined the min-
istry at Saint Michael’s in Providence
and began her lifelong fight for those
who had no voice and those particu-
larly vulnerable and marginalized. Rec-
ognizing the challenges that faced our
city and our State, Sister Ann took ac-
tion to help the poor, empower work-
ers, advocate nonviolence, and promote
justice for all.

Providing 30 years of service to our
community, she cofounded the Insti-
tute for the Study and Practice of Non-
violence, which is credited with help-
ing to sharply cut the city’s murder
rate. She started Providence City Arts
to help at-risk youth through the arts,
and she was involved in creating two
dozen other organizations that con-
tinue to create opportunity for so
many.

I had the extraordinary honor of
working with Sister Ann over many
years and treasured our friendship. She
was a remarkable and strong woman
who leaves behind a great legacy. Her
passing is a tremendous loss for Rhode
Island, but her presence will continue
to be felt in the community through
the organizations she helped found and
run and the positive impact she has
had on so many.

My thoughts and prayers are with
her family and loved ones.

Rest in peace, Sister Ann.

———

FIXING THE VA IS DIFFICULT

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this month, the President drove right
past the Phoenix VA hospital, the fa-
cility at the center of the biggest scan-
dal plaguing our Nation’s veterans,
without taking a second to stop.

Last night in his hour-long speech,
the President hardly skimmed the sur-
face in addressing the major challenges
our veterans are facing, but he did
mention we need to do more to provide
our veterans more job opportunities.

We agree. In fact, on this same floor
just a few weeks ago, Members of the
House passed legislation that would do
just that: encourage our employers to
hire more of our heroes.

Astonishingly, though, our President
failed to even mention one word about
the excessive wait times, second-rate
care, fraudulent records, destroyed
files, and complete incompetence that
had been brought to light last year in
the VA.

He made no mention on the appeals
process or recommendations to im-
prove the lengthy process our veterans
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face to access the care and treatment
they deserve, a topic the House is
scheduled to have a hearing on tomor-
row.

Fixing the VA is difficult but not im-
possible. We are here to provide solu-
tions, but we need our leader to be
ready to work with us, to be ready to
help us so we can finally give our vet-
erans a system that works for them,
not against them, in a timely fashion.

———

THE MIDDLE CLASS DESERVES A
BREAK

(Mr. ISRAEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, the three
most important topics in the Presi-
dent’s State of the Union last night
were, in order of importance: middle
class, middle class, and middle class.

Now, some have called the Presi-
dent’s desire to strengthen the middle
class with a tax cut class warfare. Well,
I have got to tell you, if you have been
in the middle class, you feel like you
have survived a war over the past
many years.

There was the Great Recession,
which was created by bad economic
policies between 2000 and 2008. You lost
your home values. You lost your 401(k).
You watched your paychecks shrink.

Now you have gone through a recov-
ery where the statistics tell you that
things are going well: the economy has
improved 12 percent; that is good news.
Corporate profits are up 46 percent;
that is good news. The stock market is
up 92 percent; that is good news. But
you look at your pay stub and say:
Where is my good news? I am not keep-
ing pace with everybody else.

In 1992, Jim Carville famously said,
“It’s the economy, stupid.” In 2015, it
is my paycheck, stupid. It is para-
mount that this Congress, Democrats
and Republicans, find ways to provide
tax cuts to provide the break that the
great middle class deserves and the
break that has eluded them for too
long.

This is not class warfare, Mr. Speak-
er. This is growing the great and strong
middle class of this country.
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HONORING LEGACY OF BAYARD
WINSLOW “CHIP” KENNETT II

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the life and legacy
of Chip Kennett from Conway, New
Hampshire, who passed away this
weekend at the age of 34 after a heroic
2-year battle with lung cancer.

Chip was a dedicated public servant
on Capitol Hill, devoted friend, father,
husband, and inspiration to us all.
Upon his diagnosis, Chip used his Cap-
itol Hill experience to advocate on be-
half of lung cancer research, testifying
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before a Senate Aging Committee hear-
ing in 2014 to increase the awareness of
the disease. He worked to erase the
stigma associated with lung cancer
and, in doing so, left a legacy that will
continue touching countless lives.

To those who mourn with us today,
we rest easier knowing that we could
not help but profit from his friendship,
his optimism, and his sense of humor.
He loved life completely and lived it
for others. We are all immeasurably
better for having known him.

My thoughts and prayers go out to
his family and loved ones during this
difficult time, especially his wife, Shei-
la; their two children, Joe Kennett and
Crosby Reynolds; as well as his par-
ents, Bayard and Theresa Kennett.

——————

OPPOSING ATTACK ON WOMEN’S
REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today against H.R. 36, a bold attack on
reproductive freedom. While in the
North Carolina House, I fought tire-
lessly for women’s reproductive choice.
As the 100th woman in Congress, I will
do the same in the U.S. House. The
fight begins with speaking against this
unconscionable bill.

Mr. FRANKS, women’s health deci-
sions are personal. They should be be-
tween a woman, her family, and her
doctor—not the North Carolina House
and not the U.S. House.

H.R. 36 would add barriers for women
who often face complicated, heart-
breaking circumstances. I join other
women who adamantly oppose this bill,
including many of my Republican col-
leagues.

Today, I stand with Senators, Rep-
resentatives, and NARAL activists in
delivering 150,000 American signatures
opposing this bill. I respectfully urge
my colleagues not to support this legis-
lation.

A woman cannot call herself free who
does not own or control her own body.

————

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WILLIAM
TRAMMELL

(Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and
honor an American hero, Mr. William
Trammell, born January 28, 1920. A
lifelong resident of Anderson County,
he graduated from Clemson University
in 1941 in the exceptional class of grad-
uates known as the ‘“‘wartime class,”
where 57 of his classmates lost their
lives in World War II. They composed
the backbone of what we understand
today as the Greatest Generation.

Captain Trammell joined the 1st En-
gineer Amphibian Brigade during the
war, and he was sent to Europe to fight
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the Nazis. He participated in the North
Africa invasion, as well as campaigns
in Tunisia, southern Italy, and south-
ern France. Fortunately, he returned
home after 3% years overseas suffering
only minor injuries.

Once home, he pursued the American
Dream. Mr. Trammell successfully op-
erated three businesses, one of which is
still in operation today and operated
by his oldest son, Steve.

Mr. Trammell, along with his wife,
Thelma, worked on the Eisenhower
campaign. To this day, he represents
the highest quality of individual that
we expect as Americans. He has served
his community and country with
honor, dignity, and love. Today I would
like to wish Mr. Trammell a happy 95th
birthday.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage the House,
as well as all Americans, to strive to
live life as this exceptional man has
and to dedicate their lives to some-
thing greater than themselves.

————

WORKING TOGETHER ON BEHALF
OF AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
last night President Obama called on
Congress to work together on behalf of
the American people. It is a call I hear
from my constituents in Illinois every
day. So as we begin the 114th Congress,
I rise on their behalf to urge my col-
leagues to rise above partisanship, to
strengthen our economy and put even
more Americans back to work.

Today, all signs point to our econ-
omy being the strongest it has been in
nearly a decade. Businesses are flour-
ishing. We have gained nearly 3 million
new jobs. But there are still 8.7 million
Americans living in the shadow of the
economic crisis who are struggling
with chronic unemployment. They de-
serve a Congress that is focused and
united in putting them back to work.

Let’s work to reduce the tax burden
on the middle class, putting more
money in their pockets and making it
easier for them to afford their homes
and to send their kids to school so that
the American Dream is within every-
one’s reach. Americans want a Con-
gress that can overcome partisan grid-
lock to put the people first.

I urge my colleagues to put politics
aside, to find a middle ground to help
our middle class and put more Ameri-
cans on the path to opportunity and
prosperity.

————

YAKIMA COUNTY CELEBRATES
150TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, as the
newly elected Congressman from cen-
tral Washington, I rise to mark the
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150th birthday of Yakima County, a
county at the heart of my congres-
sional district and the county where 1
was born and am proud to call my
home. The Washington Territorial Leg-
islature created Yakima County in
1865, nearly 25 years before Washington
itself became a State.

I am a third-generation Yakima
County farmer. My family and I con-
tinue to operate a 600-acre farm near
the city of Sunnyside. Even before the
creation of Yakima County, the agri-
cultural industry recognized the vast
environmental benefits of the region.
Today, agriculture remains the life-
blood of Yakima County’s economy,
and I am pleased to represent those in-
terests before the House Committee on
Agriculture.

Today marks Yakima County’s ses-
quicentennial. Happy 150th birthday. It
is an honor to represent you in Con-
gress.

———

FREE TRADE DEALS DISPROPOR-
TIONATELY HURT COMMUNITIES
OF COLOR

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, when jobs are
shipped overseas because of bad trade
deals, communities of color bear the
huge brunt of the loss of those jobs. Of
the 2.7 million jobs lost to China as a
result of past trade deals, nearly 1 mil-
lion of those jobs lost belong to people
of color—one million jobs.

Even after they lost their jobs, bad
trade deals continued to harm them.
When they found another job, it was on
average for a nearly 30 percent lower
wage. Trade deals like the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership, which is being nego-
tiated in secret, wreak havoc on com-
munities of color. We cannot allow
more bad trade deals to be enacted, es-
pecially when unemployment rates and
poverty rates in these communities are
much too high already.

Congress must consider the con-
sequences of these trade deals on com-
munities of color and all workers in
our country given the terrible impacts
of past trade deals. We must demand
transparency, ensure that environ-
mental and labor standards and food
safety standards are protected, and in-
sist that Congress exercise its constitu-
tional responsibility in ensuring fair
and free trade. TPP is certainly not
fair and must be defeated.

——————

NO MORE ONE-SIZE-FITS-ALL
FEDERAL DICTATES

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people spoke loud and clear in No-
vember, but it is evident from last
night’s State of the Union that Presi-
dent Obama wasn’t listening. Despite a
rejection of his policies at the ballot
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