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their land, and we saw how that drove migra-
tion to the United States. 

The architects of the TPA in both 
Congress and the White House take of-
fense at any opposition, leveling the 
charge that we are being protection-
ists. The White House claims that with 
fast track they can move the TPP to 
lower barriers on U.S. exports among 
the 11 other nations, thus increasing 
jobs and wages. 

Now to the facts. 
Contrary to what we hear, we already 

have high-standard free trade agree-
ments with 7 of those other 11 nations 
in the proposed Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship. We are writing the rules in the 
Pacific. Let’s write them some more, 
with good bilateral agreements that 
will allow the American people to have 
a voice, not some council or 
transnational commission that sets our 
fate. 

If you don’t believe me, then how 
about Simon Johnson, a former chief 
economist of the International Mone-
tary Fund, a professor at MIT Sloan, a 
senior fellow at the Peterson Institute 
for International Economics? Maybe he 
knows something about it. Here is 
what he says about the myth of need-
ing the TPA to lower tariffs among the 
proposed members of the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership: 

Almost all tariffs on trade among Canada, 
Mexico, and the United States are long 
gone—that was the effect of the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement. Under the Aus-
tralia and Singapore free trade agreements 
as well, almost all tariffs on U.S. goods sold 
in those countries have been eliminated. 
Goods from the United States have entered 
Chile without tariffs since January of this 
year, and most tariffs imposed by Peru have 
already been phased out. 

The TPP will amount to a free trade agree-
ment with Brunei, with a population less 
than Omaha, Nebraska, I might add, and 
New Zealand, with a population less than 
Louisiana. Encouraging exports to these 
countries is surely desirable, but the eco-
nomic impact on the U.S. is unlikely to be 
more than a rounding error. 

That leaves three larger countries where 
the issues are more complex: Japan, Malay-
sia, and Vietnam. And TPP will also confer 
special status on foreign investors, allowing 
them to sue for financial judgments against 
host-country regulations. 

Why we would want to provide such dif-
ferential protection to nondomestic compa-
nies is a mystery. Creating a quasi-legal 
process outside the regular court system, 
just for foreigners, can go wrong in many 
ways. 

From my own reading of the TPP, 
without divulging the details, I would 
add the concern about private rights in 
disputes, the transnational panel em-
powered with a living agreement—and 
yes, it is there; I have seen it with my 
own eyes—even after the accord is 
signed by member nations. 

There are also the possible excep-
tions granted to Brunei, whose legal 
system is not to the same standard as 
the other nations. 

Of great concern is a stated intention 
to economically integrate like the 
EU—Not cooperate, but integrate. 

So, one says: What solutions do you 
have? Here are a few. 

First, we must start by listening to 
the American people. If the majority of 
Americans—from socialists to progres-
sives, to liberals, to moderates, to con-
servatives, to constitutionalists, to the 
Tea Parties—have voiced concerns and 
do not want TPA granted, then our ac-
tions this week will truly reflect if we 
are being representative of that voice. 
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Second, the President must dem-

onstrate he can lead on foreign policy. 
He has yet to do it. Granting fast track 
to negotiate with 40 percent of the 
world’s economy should be based on 
how well he has handled negotiations 
with other nations in his tenure. It is 
here, in the foreign policy arena, he is 
found wanting. 

The President’s talent for negotia-
tion among nations should be measured 
by his foreign policy record. Have we 
forgotten the line in the sand, the arm-
ing of al Qaeda and other nefarious 
Syrian rebels to fight Assad, only to 
watch them morph into ISIS, then dis-
miss them as a JV team, only to see 
them tear through Iraq, which fell 
apart after we abandoned it, after we 
were assured they could stand on their 
own if we left early, and now, no strat-
egy to fix it? 

Then, there is the Arab Spring, which 
has morphed into a potential for nu-
clear winter with Iran. Let’s not forget 
Crimea and Ukraine. I can go on. The 
question is: Why are we? 

As I have said before, like Lucy hold-
ing the football, we are told that the 
President needs the power to negotiate; 
if we just come and take a kick at it, 
all will be fine. 

We cannot take such chances with 
our Nation; instead, the President 
must show us some deeds, not words. 
He should start by negotiating a bilat-
eral free trade agreement with Japan, 
an ally, the biggest nation of those 
that remain and the one that has the 
greatest economic impact. Intently 
focus there, bring that to us, and we 
will likely approve it. 

Third, negotiate an interim agree-
ment with China. We still have much 
to do with raising the bar on Chinese 
trade due to corruption, piracy of intel-
lectual property, standards of goods, 
and other concerns. We made those 
same claims with Japan in the 1960s 
and with South Korea in the 1980s. 
Today, we no longer have those con-
cerns. 

China lacks lawyers to fight against 
these problems. Well, we certainly 
know how to make plenty of those. Ne-
gotiate a law school program all across 
our land’s rich institutions to create 
Chinese attorneys to enforce the eco-
nomic benefits of the rule of law. 

As to goods, China is seeking oil, nat-
ural gas, coal, timber, aggregate, beef, 
and pork to expand their infrastructure 
and to feed their people. We have an 
abundance of these and hard-working 
Americans that will gladly produce and 
send these goods. 

Instead of making China turn to ter-
rorist states like Sudan and trouble-

makers like Venezuela to pursue these 
resources, how about a trade agree-
ment on these narrow products that 
will immediately benefit the American 
people, reduce our debt with China, and 
strengthen our friendly ties? 

It is not impossible. We have the re-
sources. We have the technology. What 
we need are the guts to do it, a rekin-
dling of the American spirit, and the 
leadership to get it done. It starts by 
putting the brakes on fast track. We 
need the right track instead. 

I urge my colleagues, left and right, 
to stand your ground. It is time for 
Congress to lead and be the clarion 
voice of the American people that we 
represent. That leadership starts this 
week in the United States House of 
Representatives. 

Let’s hold our ground. Let’s pivot 
back to the American people, invest in 
ourselves, and benefit not just the Pa-
cific, but the entire world, as we have 
clearly demonstrated we can do in the 
last 100 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois (at the 
request of Mr. MCCARTHY) for today on 
account of a flight delay. 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCCARTHY) for today 
through June 26 on account of manda-
tory military service with the Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard. 

Mr. POE of Texas (at the request of 
Mr. MCCARTHY) for today on account of 
personal reasons. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The Speaker pro tempore, Mr. 
THORNBERRY, announced his signature 
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the 
following title: 

S. 1568. An act to extend the authorization 
to carry out the replacement of the existing 
medical center of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Denver, Colorado, to author-
ize transfers of amounts to carry out the re-
placement of such medical center, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 49 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, June 16, 2015, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1827. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting the Annual 
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Report of the Reserve Forces Policy Board 
for FY 2014, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 113(c)(2); to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

1828. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting the Board’s final 
rule — Small Bank Holding Company Policy 
Statement; Capital Adequacy of Board-Regu-
lated Institutions; Bank Holding Companies; 
Savings and Loan Holding Companies [Dock-
et No.: R-1509] (RIN: 1700-AE 30) received 
June 15, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

1829. A letter from the Counsel, Legal Divi-
sion, Bureau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion, transmitting the Bureau’s final rule — 
Minimum Requirements for Appraisal Man-
agement Companies (RIN: 3170-AA44) re-
ceived June 12, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

1830. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Suspension of Community Eligibility (Waldo 
County, ME, et al.) [Docket ID: FEMA-2015- 
0001] [Internal Agency Docket No.: FEMA- 
8385] received June 15, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

1831. A letter from the Regulatory Spe-
cialist, LRA, Office of the Comptroller of the 
Currency, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Minimum Requirements for Appraisal Man-
agement Companies [Docket No.: OCC-2014- 
0002] (RIN: 1557-AD64) received June 15, 2015, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

1832. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — Amendment to the Commission’s 
Rules Concerning Effective Competition; Im-
plementation of Section 111 of the STELA 
Reauthorization Act [MB Docket No.: 15-53] 
received June 12, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

1833. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Food 
and Drug Administration, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Listing of 
Color Additives Exempt From Certification; 
Mica-Based Pearlescent Pigments [Docket 
Nos.: FDA-2014-C-1616 and FDA-2015-C-0245] 
received June 12, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

1834. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification, pursuant to 
Sec. 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
Transmittal No.: DDTC 15-056; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

1835. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification, pursuant to 
Sec. 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
Transmittal No.: DDTC 15-026; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

1836. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification, pursuant to 
Sec. 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
Transmittal No.: DDTC 15-017; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

1837. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification, pursuant to 
Sec. 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
Transmittal No.: DDTC 15-024; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

1838. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a certification, pursuant to 

Secs. 36(c) and 36(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, Transmittal No.: DDTC 15-001; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

1839. A letter from the Deputy Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s Semiannual Report to the Con-
gress during the period from October 1, 2014, 
through March 31, 2015, pursuant to Sec. 5 of 
the Inspector General Act of 1978, as amend-
ed; to the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform. 

1840. A letter from the Chairwoman, Fed-
eral Trade Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s Semiannual Report to Con-
gress, of the Office of Inspector General, dur-
ing the period from October 1, 2014, through 
March 31, 2015, pursuant to Sec. 5(b) of Pub. 
L. 95-452, of the Inspector General Act of 
1978; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

1841. A letter from the Federal Liaison Of-
ficer, United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Changes 
in Requirements for Collective Trademarks 
and Service Marks, Collective Membership 
Marks, and Certification Marks [Docket No.: 
PTO-T-2013-0027] (RIN: 0651-AC89) received 
June 15, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. SMITH of Texas: Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology. H.R. 1508. A 
bill to promote the development of a United 
States commercial space resource explo-
ration and utilization industry and to in-
crease the exploraton and utilization of re-
sources in outer space; with an amendment 
(Rept. 114–153). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Ms. GRANGER: Committee on Appropria-
tions. H.R. 2772. A bill making appropria-
tions for the Department of State, foreign 
operations, and related programs for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2016, and for 
other purposes (Rept. 114–154). Referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia: Committee on 
Rules. House Resolution 315. Resolution pro-
viding for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2596) 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2016 for intelligence and intelligence-related 
activities of the United States Government, 
the Community Management Account, and 
the Central Intelligence Agency Retirement 
and Disability System, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. 114–155). Referred to the House 
Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia (for him-
self, Mr. LEWIS, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. 
GRAYSON, Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Geor-
gia, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. HONDA, Mr. 
CARSON of Indiana, Ms. SPEIER, Ms. 
JACKSON LEE, Ms. LEE, Mr. GRIJALVA, 
Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. ELLISON, Ms. 
KELLY of Illinois, and Mr. BEYER): 

H.R. 2767. A bill to prohibit certain individ-
uals from possessing a firearm in an airport, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 

Homeland Security, and in addition to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself, 
Mr. KEATING, Ms. NORTON, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Mr. GUTIÉRREZ, Mr. BEYER, 
Mr. HONDA, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. PAL-
LONE, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. CONNOLLY, 
Ms. JUDY CHU of California, Mr. CON-
YERS, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, 
Mr. HUFFMAN, and Mr. MCNERNEY): 

H.R. 2768. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the use of 
funds in the Hazardous Substance Superfund 
for the purposes for which they were col-
lected, to ensure adequate resources for the 
cleanup of hazardous substances under the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, Energy and Commerce, and the Budget, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. FINCHER (for himself, Mr. 
HECK of Washington, and Mr. POSEY): 

H.R. 2769. A bill to require the National 
Credit Union Administration to conduct a 
study of the appropriate capital require-
ments for credit unions, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices. 

By Miss RICE OF NEW YORK (for her-
self, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 
Mr. KATKO, and Mr. PAYNE): 

H.R. 2770. A bill to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to require certain main-
tenance of security-related technology at 
airports, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security. 

By Mr. BURGESS: 

H.R. 2771. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the dollar limi-
tation on employer-provided group term life 
insurance that can be excluded from the 
gross income of the employee; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mrs. BEATTY (for herself, Ms. CAS-
TOR of Florida, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. 
CICILLINE, Mr. CONYERS, Ms. CLARKE 
of New York, Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD, Mr. RANGEL, Ms. LEE, 
Mrs. KIRKPATRICK, Ms. BROWN of 
Florida, Ms. ESTY, Mr. HINOJOSA, Ms. 
MCCOLLUM, Mr. MEEKS, Ms. JACKSON 
LEE, Ms. NORTON, Mr. THOMPSON of 
California, Mrs. BUSTOS, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. SEAN PATRICK MALONEY 
of New York, Mr. DAVID SCOTT of 
Georgia, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. 
HONDA, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN): 

H.R. 2773. A bill to amend the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to pro-
vide grants to local educational agencies to 
encourage girls and underrepresented mi-
norities to pursue studies and careers in 
science, mathematics, engineering, and tech-
nology; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN (for himself and 
Mr. BLUMENAUER): 

H.R. 2774. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to prohibit recovery of cer-
tain overpayments through tax refund off-
sets and to prohibit the application of the 
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