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to bring these men home to their fami-
lies.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

As I have made clear before, I have
serious reservations about the direc-
tion of our negotiations with Iran, and
this is based in no small part on its
treatment of the four Americans we
are speaking about today and what
that predicts going forward.

Let’s not forget, this is a regime—
and we can turn on the set and watch
their rallies—where regularly the
chant ‘‘death to America’ is used to
rouse the most fervent supporters of
the Supreme Leader. This is a regime
that has killed its own citizens out-
right or convicted and imprisoned
them based on confessions obtained by
torture. This is a regime that takes
U.S. citizens into captivity, tortures
them, and then denies them medical
treatment, denies them basic legal rep-
resentation, denies them due process.

Last month, just prior to Jason’s so-
called trial, Washington Post editor
Martin Baron issued a compelling
statement, and I will read part of it:

“It’s worth recalling what kind of
system we’re dealing with. Jason was
arrested without charges. He was im-
prisoned in Iran’s worst prison. He was
placed in isolation for many months
and denied medical care he needed. His
case was assigned to a judge inter-
nationally notorious for human rights
violations. He could not select the law-
yer of his choosing. He was given only
an hour and a half to meet with a law-
yer approved by the court. No evidence
has ever been produced by prosecutors
or the court to support these absurd
charges. The trial date was only dis-
closed to Jason’s lawyer last week. And
now, unsurprisingly but unforgivably,
it turns out the trial will be closed.”

Mr. Speaker, we cannot allow our-
selves to lose sight of these facts.
Faced with this, those making the case
that Iran will be transparent with the
international community on inspec-
tions that will be part of any nuclear
deal seem to be thinking about the
Iran they want, not the one in actu-
ality, the one that is brutalizing Amer-
icans.

Nuclear deal or not, these Americans
deserve to be back with their families
today.

I urge all Members to support this
resolution.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 233.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 55 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. LOUDERMILK) at 5 o’clock
and 5 minutes p.m.

———

FLORESVILLE VETERANS POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 891) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 141 Paloma Drive in
Floresville, Texas, as the ‘‘Floresville
Veterans Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 891

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FLORESVILLE VETERANS POST OF-
FICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 141
Paloma Drive in Floresville, Texas, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Floresville
Veterans Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Floresville Veterans
Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. WALKER) and the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Ms. PLASKETT) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
and I rise in support of H.R. 891, intro-
duced by Representative HENRY
CUELLAR.

H.R. 891 designates the post office lo-
cated at 141 Paloma Drive in
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Floresville, Texas, as the Floresville
Veterans Post Office Building.

This excellent bill honors the men
and women of Floresville, Texas, who
served our country. We are grateful for
their service and for the service of all
of our veterans and their sacrifices in
the service to our great Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to sup-
port this bill, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleagues in supporting H.R. 891, a bill
to designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 141
Paloma Drive in Floresville, Texas, as
the Floresville Veterans Post Office
Building.

This legislation commemorates the
sacrifices made by the servicemen and
-women of Floresville, Texas. Whether
they served abroad or at home, our
military men and women have coura-
geously given their time and energy to
defend the many freedoms we Ameri-
cans hold so dear. Recognizing the loy-
alty and bravery of our veterans by
naming this post office in their honor
is the least we can do.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in supporting this bill that
would recognize the honorable service
and countless sacrifices made by our
veterans and their families. I urge the
passage of H.R. 891, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. CUELLAR).

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank Delegate PLASKETT for yield-
ing the time to me, and thank you so
much also to the majority manager for
speaking in favor of this bill. And cer-
tainly I also want to thank Chairman
CHAFFETZ and Ranking Member CUM-
MINGS for their leadership and support,
along with the committee members,
for bringing this bill to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
891, which designates the facility of the
United States Postal Service, located
at 141 Paloma Drive in Floresville,
Texas, as the Floresville Veterans Post
Office Building.

Floresville is the county seat of Wil-
son County, Texas, which has 4,636 vet-
erans currently residing there. Just
across the street from this postal facil-
ity is the Frank M. Tejeda Texas State
Veterans Home, which currently
houses about 154 of our American vet-
erans. It is fitting that we provide this
acknowledgement to our Floresville
veterans directly across the street
from where many of them live now.

There are many stories from veterans
all across Wilson County that have
served, but I want to highlight a few of
those from Floresville. Let me start
first with Frank Villarreal, who is a
veteran who served in Vietnam with
the U.S. Navy Seawolves helicopter
squadron, which provided support for
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the Navy SEALs. Mr. Villarreal has re-
ceived 15 awards for his service, includ-
ing the Distinguished Flying Cross, the
National Defense Service Medal, the
Vietnam Service Medal with two
Bronze Stars, the Vietnam Campaign
Medal, the Gallantry Cross with Palm
and Frame, the Civil Action Color with
Palm and Frame, and the Combat Air-
crewman Insignia.

To highlight a couple of other gentle-
men also, Pedro Devora and Rufino
Gonzales both served on the same ship
in World War II, on the USS Sangamon.
They survived a kamikaze attack on
their vessel, and they went home to
live long lives in Floresville.

Additionally, I want to also say that
Mr. Devora and Mr. Gonzales obtained
the medals they earned during their
service that they recently just got
from the Department of the Navy. For
Mr. Devora, these medals are the World
War II Victory Medal, the American
Campaign Medal, the Presidential Unit
Citation Ribbon, the Combat Action
Ribbon, the Honorable Service Lapel
Pin, and the Asiatic Pacific Campaign
Medal with the Bronze Star also.

For Mr. Gonzales, these medals in-
clude the World War II Victory Medal,
the American Campaign Medal, the
Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon, the
Combat Action Ribbon, along with the
Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal along
with the Bronze Star also.

Again, those are only just a few ex-
amples of the men and women from
Wilson County—in particular, from
Floresville—that have served. So I
want to acknowledge the sacrifice of
those veterans along with the veterans
from my 28th Congressional District,
individuals who served and put their
country ahead of self and for whom I
am recognizing with the renaming of
the Floresville postal facility service.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank also
the work of The American Legion Post
38 in Floresville and the VFW Post 8555
in Wilson County for the work that
they have done in supporting our local
veterans. The VFW Post 8555 in Wilson
County has done a great job, and I
want to thank them.

So, Mr. Speaker, and to our ranking
member and our ranking delegate, I
just want to say thank you so much.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I urge
adoption of the bill, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. WALKER) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 891.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
SERGEANT FIRST CLASS DANIEL
M. FERGUSON POST OFFICE

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
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(H.R. 1326) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 2000 Mulford Road in Mul-
berry, Florida, as the ‘“Sergeant First
Class Daniel M. Ferguson Post Office”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1326

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SERGEANT FIRST CLASS DANIEL M.
FERGUSON POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 2000
Mulford Road in Mulberry, Florida, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Sergeant First
Class Daniel M. Ferguson Post Office’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Sergeant First Class
Daniel M. Ferguson Post Office”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. WALKER) and the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Ms. PLASKETT) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 1326,
introduced by Representative DENNIS
Ross. H.R. 1326 would designate the
post office located at 2000 Mulford Road
in Mulberry, Florida, as the Sergeant
First Class Daniel M. Ferguson Post
Office.

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to sup-
port this bill, and I reserve the balance
of my time.
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Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I am pleased to join my colleagues in
supporting H.R. 1326, a bill to designate
the facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 2000 Mulford Road in
Mulberry, Florida, as the Sergeant
First Class Daniel M. Ferguson Post
Office.

Born and raised in Mulberry, Florida,
Daniel Ferguson was a standout ath-
lete at Mulberry High School, where he
lettered in five sports, including base-
ball, football, and track. After joining
the Army in 1993, Daniel dedicated the
rest of his life to the service of our
country. Over the next 20 years, Daniel
completed tours in Kuwait, Iraq, and
Afghanistan. Following his final de-
ployment, Sergeant First Class Fer-
guson was stationed as an Army trans-
portation supervisor at Fort Hood,
Texas, beginning in March 2013.
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On April 2, 2014, Sergeant First Class
Ferguson made the ultimate sacrifice.
Sergeant First Class Ferguson wit-
nessed a shooting rampage break out
on base, and seeing the shooter ap-
proaching the room where he and his
colleagues gathered, held himself
against an unlocked door and used his
body as a shield. Tragically, Sergeant
First Class Ferguson lost his life that
day, but through his courage and self-
lessness, many of his colleagues sur-
vived. Sergeant First Class Ferguson is
remembered by his fiance, fellow sol-
dier Kristen Haley, and all those who
knew him for his loyalty, bravery, and
heroism. He was awarded the Bronze
Star and a Meritorious Service Medal,
among others, for his military service.

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill
to commemorate the ultimate sacrifice
made by Sergeant First Class Daniel
Ferguson, and to honor his devoted
service to the protection of our coun-
try abroad, as well as his fellow sol-
diers at home.

I urge the passage of H.R. 1326, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I am pleased to yield such time
as he may consume to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. R0Ss), the sponsor of
this legislation.

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleague from North Carolina and my
colleague from the Virgin Islands.

Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in support
of H.R. 1326, to dedicate the post office
located at 2000 Mulford Road in Mul-
berry, Florida, after Sergeant First
Class Daniel M. Ferguson.

The tragic events of April 2, 2014,
when a shooter killed three of his fel-
low servicemembers at Fort Hood,
Texas, shook our military community
and our Nation.

However, some may not remember a
story of heroism that came out of that
horrific event. Sergeant First Class
Daniel M. Ferguson, who was stationed
at Fort Hood along with his fiance, sac-
rificed his life to save his fellow sol-
diers. A veteran of Kuwait, Iraq, and
Afghanistan, Sergeant First Class Fer-
guson bravely wedged himself against a
set of unlocked doors to block the
attacker’s advance. Without his heroic
actions, those present that day have
said there would have been many more
casualties and fatalities.

Sergeant First Class Ferguson suc-
cumbed to the wounds he sustained
during this act of violence, leaving be-
hind many heartbroken loved ones but
also very many grateful soldiers. With-
out hesitation, Sergeant First Class
Ferguson gave his own life to protect
the lives of his fellow men and women
in uniform.

Sergeant First Class Ferguson was a
tremendous soldier and a graduate of
Mulberry High School who gave the ul-
timate sacrifice for the love of his
country.

That is why, in honor of his coura-
geous sacrifice, I am proud to intro-
duce this bill and proud to ask my col-
leagues to recognize such an honorable
American.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-11T08:26:53-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




