H4246

class sponsored by the Aurora Chamber
of Commerce.

At that time, I was a small-business
owner and John Buckner was an educa-
tor with the Cherry Creek School sys-
tem. I found John Buckner to always
be soft-spoken, warm, and passionate
about his dedicated leadership in pub-
lic education.

State Representative John Buckner
had that same passion in representing
his constituents in the Colorado Gen-
eral Assembly, and his loss will be felt
by our entire community.

——————

FAST TRACK

(Mr. NOLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, Members
of the House, the simple truth is these
trade agreements are destroying our
middle class. They are causing millions
of Americans in mining and manufac-
turing to lose their jobs, millions of
others to lose wages and benefits. It
now takes two or three jobs to earn the
same kind of income that one used to
be able to earn from one job before
these trade agreements.

The fact is, over the last century, we
built the strongest middle class in the
history of this world with living wages
and benefits and protections for health
and safety and the environment; but
with the emergence of these trade
agreements, we are asking Americans
to compete with countries who have
little or none of these benefits. To com-
pete, Americans would have to give up
on all this progress, give up on the
American Dream. That is what this is
all about.

I have reviewed the TPP documents
and, make no mistake about it, this is
a race to the bottom. The time has
come for Congress to say ‘‘no’” to these
agreements. The time has come to put
an end to them. They have been nego-
tiated in secret for the benefit of a few
and kept from the public for the ben-
efit of the few at the top of our eco-
nomic ladder.

The fact is it is destroying the Amer-
ican Dream—the American economy,
the middle class, and, with that, the
American Dream.

———

NATIONAL COLLEGIATE
ATHLETICS ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of
the National Collegiate Athletic Ac-
countability Act introduced by my
friend and Penn State fellow alumnus,
Congressman CHARLIE DENT.

Mr. Speaker, there is no secret that
for years the NCAA has failed when it
comes to following their own rules. It
has certainly failed when it comes to
unduly exerting their perceived powers
over college athletics.
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The bipartisan National Collegiate
Athletics Accountability Act will en-
sure that the NCAA is held to the high-
est standard possible by providing
much-needed accountability and re-
forms. The NCAA Act would prohibit
universities from receiving title IV
funds if they participate in athletic as-
sociations that do not implement and
enforce specific rules related to stu-
dent athletes’ health, safety, edu-
cation, and due process protections.

For far too long, we have seen the
NCAA fail to protect the well-being of
our student athletes, and this bipar-
tisan legislation is a huge step in the
right direction to help fix that.

I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to support this bipartisan
measure.

———

STOP TRADE ADJUSTMENT AS-
SISTANCE AND SAVE AMERICA’S
ECONOMY

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, how
many times will Congress pretend to be
fooled by yet another job-killing trade
agreement.

First, there was NAFTA. They told
us it would create hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs. Unfortunately, they ne-
glected to say they would be south of
the border, and they would be at the
expense of American workers.

Then there was the WTO. We are
going to level the playing field—yeah,
it is at bargain-basement prices—and
compete with Chinese workers at 25
cents an hour and unfair trade prac-
tices.

Now, the Obama administration has
a new paradigm—Korea. ‘‘This is the
model for the future. It is going to be
great.” We are already running larger
trade deficits with Korea. We have al-
ready lost 50,000 jobs.

Now, the last, biggest, worst trade
agreement—the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship. Ironically, a key vote will be over
something called trade adjustment as-
sistance. That is right; it is critical.
We have to have that because hundreds
of thousands or millions of Americans
are going to lose their jobs, so we need
to retrain them for McDonald’s or
other high-level jobs. Secondly, of
course, the trade adjustment assist-
ance is funded by cutting Medicare.

So this is the critical vote. Iron-
ically, this is it. They have got the
votes from corporate America and the
Obama administration to jam this
thing through unless we kill trade ad-
justment assistance. We can stop it
here today and save America’s econ-
omy.

BRINGING MILITARY WORKING
DOGS HOME
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, the ac-
tions of the brave men and women in
the military sacrifice so much for our
country. Many of these soldiers on the
front lines are aided by military work-
ing dogs who perform countless, dan-
gerous actions on the battlefield. So it
is easy to understand why there is a
special bond that is formed between
servicemembers and their military
service dogs.

Currently, the Department of De-
fense is not required to bring these
dogs home after they are retired, and
this means veterans are often forced to
spend their own money to transport
them back to the United States for
adoption. That is why I have intro-
duced bipartisan legislation with my
colleague, Congresswoman KYRSTEN
SINEMA, that would fix this problem by
ensuring that military working dogs
are returned to the United States for
adoption.

Mr. Speaker, there is a waiting list of
over 1,200 people looking to adopt these
canines, and ensuring that our troops
and veterans can easily adopt these
dogs honors their service and their
partnership.

————
HONORING CHARLES “BOB”
PROVINE, JR., ON HIS 95TH
BIRTHDAY
(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
my colleagues to join me in honoring
the service of Charles ‘‘Bob” Provine,
Jr., on his 95th birthday today.

Originally born in Redwood City,
California, Bob’s family moved to the
town of Antioch when he was 1 year
old, initially living in a tent. After
working with the U.S. Army as a civil-
ian firefighter during his junior year in
high school, he enlisted in the United
States Army during the Second World
War, serving with the 376th Infantry
Regiment, 94th Division. During this
time, Bob saw combat action in Ger-
many and served in the occupation of
Czechoslovakia and Germany, finally
coming home to Antioch.

After serving our great Nation at
war, Bob served his community in
peace as a volunteer firefighter and, for
many years, as a volunteer at the pub-
lic library. Bob saw Antioch grow from
35,000 to over 100,000 people.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Bob Provine for his service to
his community and to our great Na-
tion.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN NEPAL

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to draw attention to not only the
human toll incurred by Nepal’s earth-
quakes in April, but also atrocious ex-
ploitation occurring in the aftermath.
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Recent news reports have revealed
that criminal groups, some
masquerading as relief workers, are
luring young girls and boys across bor-
ders into brothels in India into forced
prostitution or into forced labor. Some
traffickers have put a price on these
young ones’ lives, offering $500 per
child.

It is truly sickening that these crimi-
nals are using the chaos and insecurity
following an earthquake that claimed
8,000 lives to steal many more vulner-
able lives. The United Nations and
some NGOs estimate between 12,000 and
15,000 girls are trafficked from Nepal
alone.

As a member of the Tom Lantos
Human Rights Commission, I have in-
troduced legislation targeting the de-
mand for sex trafficking. Those who
sell and purchase these young lives
must be brought to justice, and govern-
ment must take action. Nepal’s most
vulnerable cannot and should not be
forgotten.

HIGH-SPEED RAIL AND JOB
TRAINING

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to express the importance of investing
in our Nation’s infrastructure. This is
all about the future economy of this
Nation and jobs, jobs, and jobs.

Today, we are living off the invest-
ments that our parents and our grand-
parents made generations ago. Let me
give you an example of what we are
trying to do in California.

A high-speed rail project is a great
example of how you invest in the fu-
ture. This project in California will
create 20,000 jobs annually for the next
5 years, a fact important not only to
California, but my district, which is
economically challenged.

Workforce investment boards in my
district and throughout the valley have
dedicated resources to making sure
that the local workforce is ready to
build. Apprenticeship programs like
these connect disadvantaged workers
with good-paying jobs and boost the
valley’s economy.

The California high-speed rail
project, which combines Federal,
State, and private sector investments,
will ensure that our State transpor-
tation infrastructure is fit for the 21st
century.

Here in our Nation’s Capital, we need
to provide the long-term funding for in-
frastructure across the Nation. That is
what we need to do: to invest in our
water projects and invest in our trans-
portation projects. That is what we
need for jobs in the 21st century.

———

ARMY’S 240TH BIRTHDAY
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Sunday marks the 240th
birthday of the United States Army.
Established on June 14, 1775, as the
Continental Army, the U.S. Army
faithfully protects American families.

I am grateful to represent Fort Jack-
son, the largest initial-entry training
facility in the U.S. Army. Last month,
I attended Fort Jackson’s change of
command, where I was honored to rec-
ognize Major General Bradley Becker
and Brigadier General Roger Cloutier
for their leadership and dedicated serv-
ice.

As the son of an Army Air Corps Fly-
ing Tiger of the 14th Air Force and as
the father of three sons currently serv-
ing in the South Carolina Army Na-
tional Guard and myself as a veteran of
the Army Reserve in the South Caro-
lina Army National Guard, I am grate-
ful to know firsthand of the com-
petence and patriotism of our service-
members.

Twenty-five years ago today, I vis-
ited the Berlin Wall and was denied
entry into East Germany at the Bran-
denburg Gate. Now, more countries
than ever live in freedom and democ-
racy than in the history of the world
due to the success of the U.S. military.

Today is the anniversary of President
Ronald Reagan’s proclamation, ‘‘Mr.
Gorbachev, tear down this wall” in
1987, proving peace through strength.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

God bless the U.S. Army.

———
VOTE DOWN FAST TRACK

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, today
this Congress can be fast-tracked or it
can take the right track. We can seek
strong, new trade agreements that ben-
efit American families, or we can con-
tinue to backtrack with the failed poli-
cies of the past.

In the Ways and Means Committee,
in the Rules Committee, every attempt
to make constructive improvements in
this fast-track bill have been side-
tracked.

First, we ask that the foreign cor-
porations not be given more rights
than American corporations and tax-
payer funds awarded by some private
tribunal.

Second, we ask that the Administra-
tion, if it is such a good trade deal,
that they be open with it. Tell us at
least as much as the Vietnamese Polit-
buro learned.

Third, I ask that they at least meet
the environmental standards of the
last Bush administration.

In each case, those amendments and
all other constructive improvements
were rejected.

Today, let’s not backtrack. Let’s not
fast-track. Let’s vote down this bill
and have an opportunity to create a
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21st century trade policy that meets
the needs of our families and busi-
nesses.

——
O 0915

ENSURING TAX EXEMPT ORGANI-
ZATIONS THE RIGHT TO APPEAL
ACT

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to House Resolution 305, I
call up the bill (H.R. 1314) to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for a right to an administrative
appeal relating to adverse determina-
tions of tax-exempt status of certain
organizations, with the Senate amend-
ment thereto, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas). The Clerk will designate the
Senate amendment.

Senate amendment:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the “Trade Act of 2015°’.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
TITLE [-TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY

Sec. 101. Short title.

Sec. 102. Trade negotiating objectives.

Sec. 103. Trade agreements authority.

Sec. 104. Congressional oversight, consulta-
tions, and access to information.

Notice, consultations, and reports.

Implementation of trade agreements.

Treatment of certain trade agreements
for which negotiations have al-
ready begun.

Sovereignty.

Interests of small businesses.

Conforming amendments; application
of certain provisions.

111. Definitions.

TITLE II—EXTENSION OF TRADE

ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE

Short title.

Application of provisions relating to
trade adjustment assistance.

Extension of trade adjustment assist-
ance program.

Performance measurement and report-
ing.

Applicability of trade adjustment as-
sistance provisions.

Sunset provisions.

Ezxtension and modification of Health
Coverage Tax Credit.

Customs user fees.

Child tax credit not refundable for
taxpayers electing to exclude for-
eign earned income from tax.

Time for payment of corporate esti-
mated taxes.

Coverage and payment for renal dialy-
sis services for individuals with
acute kidney injury.

212. Modification of the Medicare sequester

for fiscal year 2024.

TITLE I-TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Bipartisan
Congressional Trade Priorities and Account-
ability Act of 2015”.

SEC. 102. TRADE NEGOTIATING OBJECTIVES.

(a) OVERALL TRADE NEGOTIATING OBJEC-
TIVES.—The overall trade negotiating objectives
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