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President’s desk, we can get a bill
about youth offenders that I will intro-
duce, a bill about building trust, which
means that we don’t force communities
to use police officers as revenue gath-
erers, so it is not about how many we
stop on the street or how many we give
tickets to to provide money to the cof-
fers of our local community. That puts
the police sometimes in unnecessary
confrontational roles when they could
very well be engaging in warnings or
other ways of dealing with the commu-
nity. I would like to enhance PAL, the
Police Athletic League, an excellent
community-based approach to police
and children getting to know each
other. Many things can happen.

This is a significant moment that
captures the constitutional premise
that we want to create a more perfect
Union.

———

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF
TRAFFICKING ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
chained to a bed in a warehouse, brand-
ed like cattle, these are just some of
the horrific stories that I have heard
from young girls who suffered as vic-
tims of human trafficking in my home
State of Texas.

Human trafficking is modern-day
slavery. Sadly, according to the Na-
tional Human Trafficking Resource
Center, Texas has the second highest
number of reported instances of human
trafficking in the country. My home-
town of Houston is the hub for domes-
tic trafficking of minor children.

While this dastardly underground in-
dustry has been hidden for years in
plain sight, the good news is there are
efforts to fight this scourge of human
trafficking throughout the Nation.
Earlier this week Senator CORNYN and
I had the opportunity to visit the Letot
Center in Dallas, Texas, where we saw
firsthand what can happen when gov-
ernment, law enforcement, nonprofits,
concerned citizens, and religious
groups join together in a community to
restore the lives of human trafficking
victims.

We were joined by advocates from the
nonprofit New Friends New Life, an or-
ganization that provides job training,
financial assistance, life skills coach-
ing, and special programs to address
the challenges of survivors and their
families. With the addition of a brand-
new all-female facility, the Letot Cen-
ter and groups like New Friends New
Life not only provide a safe home for
trafficking victims, but help arm them
with the resources to rebuild their
lives.

One remarkable young lady that we
met—I will call her Amanda because
that is her name—became a victim of
human trafficking after she was kid-
napped in Dallas at the age of 15. For 9
years she lived in slavery, in terror, as
she was repeatedly sold every day for
sex.
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Through New Friends New Life’s ap-
proach, one that addresses the phys-
ical, mental, and spiritual needs of vic-
tims, Amanda was rescued, and she and
her daughter are now living proof that
there is hope for trafficking survivors
fighting abuse, addiction, and poverty.
After talking to her and hearing her
story and she making her story public,
Mr. Speaker, she is a remarkable per-
son—a survivor, a fighter against the
scourge of slavery.

As a former judge, as you are, Mr.
Speaker, I strongly believe in not only
punishing people who commit crimes,
but also helping victims rebuild their
lives. As a father of 4, grandfather of
11, I call upon all other fathers in the
United States to refuse to sit back
while America’s children are being sold
in the marketplace of sex. We have a
responsibility, not just as Members of
the House or the Senate, but as fathers,
to fight this scourge that is taking
place in our country.

That is why, in the Senate, Senator
CORNYN and, in the House, CAROLYN
MALONEY and I authored the Justice
for Victims of Trafficking Act: to pro-
vide law enforcement with new tools to
apprehend those who commit these
crimes and to provide resources for res-
toration for the survivors.

It is very encouraging that the House
of Representatives and the TUnited
States Senate recently passed the Vic-
tims of Trafficking Act. It passed the
Senate 99-0. It passed the House over-
whelmingly, with only three voting
against it. That very seldom happens
in my experience in Congress, where
one piece of legislation is so over-
whelmingly supported by both sides of
the aisle and in both the Senate and
the House. This bipartisan bill has been
signed into law by the President now.

Under this legislation, a special fund
will be created to help these victims
like Amanda get the shelter and serv-
ices they need and provide them a fresh
start. The law also ensures those who
have been sold into slavery are treated
as victims and not treated as crimi-
nals. Moreover, the legislation will
strengthen law enforcement to give
them tools to take down all human
traffickers and organized criminal net-
works supporting them. Finally, the
law targets the buyers, those predators
who purchase children in the market-
place. The days of boys being boys in
this country are going to end, and the
law and law enforcement and the long
arm of the law will go after these buy-
ers. Partnerships on the Federal, State,
and local level will be instrumental in
stopping these crimes and rescuing vic-
tims.

So we must do everything possible to
support survivors like Amanda—to
break the cycle of sexual exploi-
tation—overcome the pain of their ex-
periences and help them to start a new
life. We can achieve this if organiza-
tions like New Friends New Life and fa-
cilities like the Letot Center have the
tools and resources they need to serve
every victim. The Justice for Victims
of Trafficking Act will help do this.
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America must send the word that our
children are not for sale, not in our
town and not in our country.

And that is just the way it is.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 56
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God of the universe, we
give You thanks for giving us another
day.

We pray for the gift of wisdom to all
with great responsibility in this House
for the leadership of our Nation.

May all the Members have the vision
of our Nation where respect and under-
standing are the marks of civility, and
honor and integrity are the marks of
one’s character.

Give them the grace to see the best
in those with whom they find disagree-
ment and the courage to move together
with them toward solutions that best
serve our great Nation.

Bless us this day and every day, and
may all that is done within these hal-
lowed Halls be for Your greater honor
and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. HAHN)
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come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. HAHN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———
PRESIDENT OBAMA’S LEGACY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, earlier this week, President
Obama admitted that he does not have
a complete strategy to fight ISIL,
which he belittled as junior varsity,
putting American families at risk. The
President should change course to pre-
vent more failed foreign policies.

Under his watch, the victory he cited
in Iraq has evolved into the beheading
of Americans and mass murder of Mus-
lims by ISIL/Daesh. Safe havens exist
to murder Americans worldwide.

Under his watch, Syria crossed his
red line when it used chemical weapons
to kill opposition yet faced no con-
sequences. Iran continues with nuclear
weapons development, building inter-
continental ballistic missiles to
achieve their goal of death to Israel,
death to America.

Under his watch, Putin’s regime in-
vaded Ukraine, leaving over 7,000 dead,
and extremists threaten American al-
lies from the Baltics to central and
southeastern Europe.

Under his watch, murder and
kidnappings have swept Libya, Nigeria,
Yemen, and Kenya, which the Presi-
dent should address with peace through
strength.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President by his actions
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

——
HIGHWAY TRUST FUND DEADLINE

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remind Republican colleagues
it is time to get serious about our
country’s transportation needs. With
another highway and transit trust fund
deadline on the horizon, we can no
longer keep our Nation stuck with
small, short-term funding that fails to
meet the challenges of our Nation’s
crumbling roads and bridges.

In the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex,
a long-term, bipartisan fix will ensure
that the Texas Department of Trans-
portation, TxDOT, can continue its
work on long-term projects like the
horseshoe project near downtown Dal-
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las and the expansion of I-35W in Fort
Worth.

In addition, it would ensure that
thousands of residents in north Texas
can continue to utilize reliable public
transit services like the T and DART.

Later this summer, the highway
transit fund will expire in the middle of
a very busy travel season while con-
stituents like these are trying to come
to Washington, D.C. It is time for the
Republicans to put aside their rhetoric
and make good on their word to the
American people.

Don’t keep folks stuck in traffic this
summer. Let’s pass a long-term high-
way bill.

————

CONGRATULATING WAYZATA’S
TOP FINANCE STUDENTS

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
congratulate two Wayzata High School
students for doing so well in the Na-
tional Securities Industry and Finan-
cial Market Association Foundation’s
student essay competition. Tyler
Carlstrom, a sophomore, placed second
in the InvestWrite essay competition,
and senior Megan Plummer placed
fifth.

The InvestWrite essay competition is
a component of the stock market game
that asks students around the country
to analyze an investment scenario in
1,000 words or fewer. Tyler and Megan
both used their analytical skills that
they learned in their investments class
at Wayzata High School, taught by
their teacher, Candy Lee.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the Fi-
nancial and Economic Literacy Caucus,
I believe our youth need more opportu-
nities to learn how to effectively man-
age money in order to plan and achieve
their financial goals. Events like this
certainly strongly encourage our stu-
dents to learn the ins and outs of our
financial and economic world views.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, I want to
congratulate Tyler and Megan on their
great opportunity and doing so well in
this tough competition.

———

FAST TRACK

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
voice my opposition to the fast-track
legislation making its way through our
House this week.

Let me be clear, I am pro-trade. I
represent the Port of Los Angeles, and
I understand the potential benefits of a
good trade deal. But I am also pro-
worker, pro-environment, pro-immi-
gration reform, pro-human rights and
pro-food safety.

These goals, I believe, would be un-
dermined by this fast-track legislation
that limits our President’s ability to
negotiate those critical issues. More-

June 11, 2015

over, if the President gets fast-track
authority, then our only role as Mem-
bers of Congress would be an up-or-
down vote on the final deal, limited de-
bate, no amendments.

We cannot afford another bad trade
deal. NAFTA cost our Nation over
800,000 manufacturing jobs.

I do not want to vote against a trade
deal. I want to shape a fair deal that
does not hurt American workers. I
want a deal I can vote for.

———

MAGNA CARTA: PRESERVING THE
LEGACY OF FREEDOM

(Mr. BYRNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the 800th anniver-
sary of one of the world’s most impor-
tant documents, the Magna Carta.

On June 15, 1215, King John added his
seal to the Magna Carta after it was
drafted by barons in England who were
tired of continued attacks on their
freedoms and rights by a tyrannical
king.

The Magna Carta, which is Latin for
‘““the great charter,” established the
rule of law in England and served as an
inspiration for the American revolu-
tion and the basis for the Declaration
of Independence and our Bill of Rights.

As Thomas Paine said in 1776: ‘“‘In
free countries, the law ought to be
king; and there ought to be no other.”

Mr. Speaker, it seems that far too
often our problem is we don’t fully un-
derstand our history, and that is why
we stray from it.

We are currently dealing with a
President who has shown a willingness
to change the laws through executive
fiat. I believe it is vitally important
that we remember the Magna Carta,
which is based on the idea that no per-
son, regardless of their position, will
ever be above the law.

People from all over the world have
fought for centuries in order to pre-
serve and defend this basic principle,
and that fight can never end. So on
this 800th anniversary, I call on this
body to remember the Magna Carta
and work every day to carry forward
the torch of freedom.

———

HELPING CONSUMERS ACHIEVE
CAR OWNERSHIP

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of cutting the bureau-
cratic red tape strangling our Nation’s
small businesses.

In 2013, the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau implemented guidance
that would prevent families and indi-
viduals from obtaining auto financing
discounts. The CFPB issued this guid-
ance without a public comment period
for consumers, small businesses, or
stakeholders.
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