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This week, Castro’s thugs threatened 

Gustavo Perez Silverio by telling him 
that he would be prosecuted for ter-
rorist activities, but his only crime 
was to support activism and engage-
ment in Cuban civil society. That is 
not a crime. This is not the first time 
he has had to endure these dire threats. 

While in the United States last year, 
Gustavo issued statements about the 
current difficult situation in Cuba for 
human rights, but when he returned to 
the island, he learned that he lost his 
job as a professor at the university 
where he was teaching. This is another 
attempt by the Castro regime to si-
lence peaceful opposition leaders. 

We cannot let this continue. What is 
happening to Gustavo happens to doz-
ens of Cubans every day, innocent but 
brave dissidents who try to speak the 
truth about the human rights viola-
tions occurring in Cuba, violations 
that go unpunished due to the 
undeserved concessions given to the 
Castro brothers by this administration. 

Let’s stand with the oppressed, the 
brave dissidents like Gustavo Perez 
Silverio, and not stand with their op-
pressor, the Castro regime. 

CLAUDIA PUIG 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

am pleased to honor Claudia Puig, a 
leader in television and radio broad-
casting, on her receipt of the Bill 
Brooks Award from the Florida Asso-
ciation of Broadcasters. 

Claudia is a prominent figure in our 
south Florida community, and with 
over 25 years of experience, her opinion 
is trusted and credible. Claudia has 
been recognized by Radio Ink magazine 
as one of the 50 Most Influential 
Women in Radio and has been honored 
as Manager of the Year with the pres-
tigious Medallas de Cortez Award in 
2012. Claudia has served on many pres-
tigious boards, including Florida Inter-
national University’s Board of Trust-
ees, the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting, and the Orange Bowl Com-
mittee. 

For those of us who know her, the 
Bill Brooks Award is a deserved honor 
and a testament to her hard work. 

Congratulations, Claudia. I wish you 
many more years of continued success. 

22ND ANNIVERSARY OF AMIGOS FOR KIDS 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

would like to congratulate Amigos for 
Kids, an organization in my congres-
sional district that works to mitigate 
the harmful effects of child abuse and 
neglect. It has now embarked on its 
22nd year of service to families in my 
congressional district in south Florida. 

As part of its mission, this noble or-
ganization, Amigos for Kids, admin-
isters an afterschool program at Jose 
Marti Park in Little Havana that pro-
vides kids with academic and extra-
curricular enrichment activities. Fund-
ed by the Children’s Trust, Amigos for 
Kids also offers workshops to fortify 
the family bond. On June 20, Amigos 
for Kids will host its annual Miami Ce-
lebrity Domino Night. It is an event at 
which guests will enjoy live entertain-

ment and culinary delights, which will 
benefit these kids. 

I thank Amigos for Kids for its com-
mitment to assisting the less fortu-
nate, and I encourage our community 
to get involved for the betterment of 
children and families. A united com-
munity can make a positive and last-
ing difference for all of us. 
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RAISING ALZHEIMER’S AWARENESS IN JUNE 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 

June is Alzheimer’s Awareness Month, 
and I rise today to shed light on one of 
the fastest growing and costliest 
epidemics facing our Nation. Having 
lost my mother due to complications of 
Alzheimer’s, I am all too familiar with 
how it impacts not only the person, but 
the person’s loved ones and the care-
givers. 

Over 5.3 million Americans are living 
with this disease, including half a mil-
lion Floridians. The Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation projects that, within the next 
10 years, every State will experience 
significant increases in the number of 
people living with Alzheimer’s. That 
means skyrocketing healthcare costs 
for impacted families and across all 
levels of government. 

Research is our best hope to save tax-
payer dollars, and most importantly, 
to save lives. My thanks to all who are 
working every day toward curing Alz-
heimer’s, a devastating disease. I also 
thank them for improving the patient’s 
well-being and the caregiver’s. 

f 

THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 
AND POLICE ACCOUNTABILITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
am very pleased this morning to speak 
about a topic that I really believe there 
is a strong pathway forward. I have 
said often, as the ranking member on 
the Subcommittee on Crime, Ter-
rorism, Homeland Security, and Inves-
tigations, that as we look at the crimi-
nal justice system with a myriad of 
issues that have come to our attention 
from the American public, from asset 
forfeiture to mens rea to a number of 
issues dealing with police interaction 
with the community, this is a signifi-
cant moment in America’s history. 

We are a nation of laws, and we pride 
ourselves with understanding the very 
words of the Declaration of Independ-
ence that clearly says that we all are 
created equal with certain inalienable 
rights of life and liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness. The beginning words 
of the Constitution say that our 
Founding Fathers—although imperfect 
in many of the aspects of the Constitu-
tion based upon rights not given to 
women and rights not given to African 
Americans—did say that they formed 
this government to create a more per-
fect Union. 

Now, in 2015, we have an opportunity, 
again, as I said, to assess the criminal 

justice system in many ways. Let me 
cite for you some of the challenges 
that we face. For example, a 16-year- 
old in New York who was arrested for 
taking a knapsack—he shouldn’t have 
taken a knapsack—was thrown into 
Rikers Island and had a $3,000 bail, 
which he or his family could not pay. 
He stayed in isolation for 3 years. His 
case never came before the courts. The 
lawyers obviously were backlogged, 
whatever court-appointed lawyer he 
might have had. During that time, 
there was abuse, and this youngster 
suffered. At 19 going on 20, he was fi-
nally released, no action taken against 
him. Tragically, 2 weeks after he was 
released, this young man committed 
suicide. 

We understand the brain does not 
mature to its fullest before the age of 
24 or 25, and so when you are dealing 
with teenagers between 18 and 24, you 
are dealing with kids. You are dealing 
with individuals who have yet formu-
lated their full judgment. 

These incidents, along with the cases 
of Walter Scott and Freddie Gray, 
begin to have us question how we make 
better our law enforcement. As we 
mourn those who have fallen in duty— 
and we do, as I have over the years—I 
recognize that we must give skills 
training and give more resources for 
professional development and change 
the concept that we have forced our 
law enforcement to be in. 

We have forced the concept of war-
rior versus guardian. Maybe that 
caused the incident of the gentleman 
who was in his doorstep in suburban 
Virginia, right outside of Washington, 
D.C. I think the case was 3 years ago 
where the gentleman came to the door. 
Of course he was having a disagree-
ment with the officer who was at the 
door, but he wound up dead in his door-
step. Of course the family settled be-
cause there was, in essence, an inappro-
priate use of excessive force and it did 
not have to happen. 

As we work in the Committee on the 
Judiciary and work with Members, I 
am looking forward to finding a signifi-
cant moment. We will be introducing 
legislation dealing with police account-
ability—we hope it will draw a number 
of Members’ bipartisan support—using 
this concept of guardian versus war-
rior, giving the amount of resources for 
training, but also giving the necessary 
equipment that will be helpful, new 
technology, and a criteria utilized by 
small departments that will allow 
them to get a rating of having a police 
force that meets certain standards to 
know how to deal with the elderly, to 
know how to deal with the physically 
and mentally disabled, how to deal 
with juveniles, how to deal with 
women. Certainly we know that bad ac-
tors and those who are tending to do us 
harm, we are ultimately concerned 
that we have very safe communities. 

I hope that as we confront this that 
the sheer shrillness of dealing with 
criminal justice will be put aside so 
that we can studiously get a bill to the 
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President’s desk, we can get a bill 
about youth offenders that I will intro-
duce, a bill about building trust, which 
means that we don’t force communities 
to use police officers as revenue gath-
erers, so it is not about how many we 
stop on the street or how many we give 
tickets to to provide money to the cof-
fers of our local community. That puts 
the police sometimes in unnecessary 
confrontational roles when they could 
very well be engaging in warnings or 
other ways of dealing with the commu-
nity. I would like to enhance PAL, the 
Police Athletic League, an excellent 
community-based approach to police 
and children getting to know each 
other. Many things can happen. 

This is a significant moment that 
captures the constitutional premise 
that we want to create a more perfect 
Union. 

f 

JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS OF 
TRAFFICKING ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
chained to a bed in a warehouse, brand-
ed like cattle, these are just some of 
the horrific stories that I have heard 
from young girls who suffered as vic-
tims of human trafficking in my home 
State of Texas. 

Human trafficking is modern-day 
slavery. Sadly, according to the Na-
tional Human Trafficking Resource 
Center, Texas has the second highest 
number of reported instances of human 
trafficking in the country. My home-
town of Houston is the hub for domes-
tic trafficking of minor children. 

While this dastardly underground in-
dustry has been hidden for years in 
plain sight, the good news is there are 
efforts to fight this scourge of human 
trafficking throughout the Nation. 
Earlier this week Senator CORNYN and 
I had the opportunity to visit the Letot 
Center in Dallas, Texas, where we saw 
firsthand what can happen when gov-
ernment, law enforcement, nonprofits, 
concerned citizens, and religious 
groups join together in a community to 
restore the lives of human trafficking 
victims. 

We were joined by advocates from the 
nonprofit New Friends New Life, an or-
ganization that provides job training, 
financial assistance, life skills coach-
ing, and special programs to address 
the challenges of survivors and their 
families. With the addition of a brand- 
new all-female facility, the Letot Cen-
ter and groups like New Friends New 
Life not only provide a safe home for 
trafficking victims, but help arm them 
with the resources to rebuild their 
lives. 

One remarkable young lady that we 
met—I will call her Amanda because 
that is her name—became a victim of 
human trafficking after she was kid-
napped in Dallas at the age of 15. For 9 
years she lived in slavery, in terror, as 
she was repeatedly sold every day for 
sex. 

Through New Friends New Life’s ap-
proach, one that addresses the phys-
ical, mental, and spiritual needs of vic-
tims, Amanda was rescued, and she and 
her daughter are now living proof that 
there is hope for trafficking survivors 
fighting abuse, addiction, and poverty. 
After talking to her and hearing her 
story and she making her story public, 
Mr. Speaker, she is a remarkable per-
son—a survivor, a fighter against the 
scourge of slavery. 

As a former judge, as you are, Mr. 
Speaker, I strongly believe in not only 
punishing people who commit crimes, 
but also helping victims rebuild their 
lives. As a father of 4, grandfather of 
11, I call upon all other fathers in the 
United States to refuse to sit back 
while America’s children are being sold 
in the marketplace of sex. We have a 
responsibility, not just as Members of 
the House or the Senate, but as fathers, 
to fight this scourge that is taking 
place in our country. 

That is why, in the Senate, Senator 
CORNYN and, in the House, CAROLYN 
MALONEY and I authored the Justice 
for Victims of Trafficking Act: to pro-
vide law enforcement with new tools to 
apprehend those who commit these 
crimes and to provide resources for res-
toration for the survivors. 

It is very encouraging that the House 
of Representatives and the United 
States Senate recently passed the Vic-
tims of Trafficking Act. It passed the 
Senate 99–0. It passed the House over-
whelmingly, with only three voting 
against it. That very seldom happens 
in my experience in Congress, where 
one piece of legislation is so over-
whelmingly supported by both sides of 
the aisle and in both the Senate and 
the House. This bipartisan bill has been 
signed into law by the President now. 

Under this legislation, a special fund 
will be created to help these victims 
like Amanda get the shelter and serv-
ices they need and provide them a fresh 
start. The law also ensures those who 
have been sold into slavery are treated 
as victims and not treated as crimi-
nals. Moreover, the legislation will 
strengthen law enforcement to give 
them tools to take down all human 
traffickers and organized criminal net-
works supporting them. Finally, the 
law targets the buyers, those predators 
who purchase children in the market-
place. The days of boys being boys in 
this country are going to end, and the 
law and law enforcement and the long 
arm of the law will go after these buy-
ers. Partnerships on the Federal, State, 
and local level will be instrumental in 
stopping these crimes and rescuing vic-
tims. 

So we must do everything possible to 
support survivors like Amanda—to 
break the cycle of sexual exploi-
tation—overcome the pain of their ex-
periences and help them to start a new 
life. We can achieve this if organiza-
tions like New Friends New Life and fa-
cilities like the Letot Center have the 
tools and resources they need to serve 
every victim. The Justice for Victims 
of Trafficking Act will help do this. 

America must send the word that our 
children are not for sale, not in our 
town and not in our country. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 56 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
Almighty God of the universe, we 

give You thanks for giving us another 
day. 

We pray for the gift of wisdom to all 
with great responsibility in this House 
for the leadership of our Nation. 

May all the Members have the vision 
of our Nation where respect and under-
standing are the marks of civility, and 
honor and integrity are the marks of 
one’s character. 

Give them the grace to see the best 
in those with whom they find disagree-
ment and the courage to move together 
with them toward solutions that best 
serve our great Nation. 

Bless us this day and every day, and 
may all that is done within these hal-
lowed Halls be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-

woman from California (Ms. HAHN) 
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