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these foreign donations that are com-
ing into the Clinton Foundation?

We were continuing to look at this
because when you g0 to
charitynavigator.org, which many of
our colleagues or our constituents
would do, and you pull up, you enter in
the search engine ‘‘the Bill, Hillary,
and Chelsea Clinton Foundation,” what
comes up is this:

We don’t evaluate Bill, Hillary, and Chel-
sea Clinton Foundation. Why not? We have
determined that this charity’s atypical busi-
ness model cannot be accurately captured in
our current rating methodology.

How interesting is that; how very in-
teresting. The American people are
wanting to know how this charity
keeps a not-for-profit status and how
they conduct business. It is appropriate
that we write the IRS and ask for clar-
ity on this situation, doing it on behalf
of our constituents who are seeking an-
swers to questions.

Now, I have to tell you, we know that
there is no shortage of pens in the ex-
ecutive branch of this government. The
President has said he has got a pen and
a phone and he will work around Con-
gress if he needs to. We understand
that.

We know they have pens over at the
IRS. We know that they have just cho-
sen to dismiss what we have asked for,
which is clarity. We have a divided
government; we have a system of
checks and balances, and we do expect
to have a response from the IRS that
addresses the structure of this organi-
zation.

Mr. Speaker, we are going to con-
tinue to follow this issue. We have
found it quite amusing that this is how
they would choose to address the in-
quiry and that this is the attitude that
they are taking.

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY, IN-
TERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, TAX
EXEMPT AND GOVERNMENT ENTI-
TIES DIVISION,

May 21, 2015.
Hon. MARSHA BLACKBURN,
House of Representatives.

DEAR SIR OR MADAM: Thank you for the in-
formation you submitted regarding The Bill,
Hillary and Chelsea Clinton Foundation. The
Internal Revenue Service has an ongoing ex-
amination program to ensure that exempt
organizations comply with the applicable
provisions of the Internal Revenue Code. The
information you submitted will be consid-
ered in this program.

Internal Revenue Code section 6103 pro-
tects the privacy of tax returns and tax re-
turn information of all taxpayers. Therefore,
we cannot disclose the status of any inves-
tigation. If, at a later date, you have addi-
tional information that you believe is rel-
evant to this matter, please attach a copy of
this letter to the information and send it to
the address shown above.

We appreciate your concern in bringing
this matter to our attention. If you have ad-
ditional questions, please call Customer Ac-
count Services.

Sincerely,
MARGARET VON LIENEN,
Director, Exempt Organizations:
Examinations.
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CONGRESS MUST SUPPORT
PROBLEM-SOLVERS OF TOMORROW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Oregon (Ms. BoNAMICI) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently, I visited Warrenton High
School in a small coastal community
in my district in beautiful northwest
Oregon.

I met with students who were work-
ing on an underwater robotics team.
These talented students are running
simulation experiments in a pool in
preparation for the Marine Advanced
Technology Education competition.

This year, students were asked to
maneuver their underwater robots to
retrieve items like algae and sea ur-
chins from the ocean floor. This hands-
on learning fosters collaboration and
creativity in students and helps them
see the connections between what is in
their textbook and how it translates to
practical work that can make a dif-
ference for our planet.

Perhaps more importantly, this kind
of activity builds problem-solving
skills and shows students that trial and
error is a natural part of growth and
discovery and learning.

After visiting the underwater robot-
ics team, I joined students at their
school’s fish hatchery, where they raise
salmon for release into local water-
ways. This program provides opportu-
nities for students to develop skills in
biology, water chemistry, engineering,
and natural resources management and
contributes to our ability to sustain an
economically and culturally important
fishery; importantly, it also gives them
valuable skills and leadership in man-
agement.

In the United States, we face a grow-
ing shortage of innovative workers,
people who are prepared to tackle the
challenges of the future. This is an es-
pecially serious problem because we
absolutely must grapple with one of
the greatest environmental threats
this Nation has faced, climate change.

Today, too many students, particu-
larly young women and minorities,
lack access and opportunities to en-
gage in this hands-on kind of STEM
learning occurring at Warrenton High
School. Here in Congress, we must be
doing more to foster and support stu-
dents who have become the problem-
solvers of tomorrow. Doing so makes
economic sense and environmental
sense.

We need smart, passionate students
to help understand environmental chal-
lenges and changes, to develop the
technology to address our growing im-
pact on our planet, and to find more
sustainable practices.

Oregon is home to some excellent re-
search universities. The University of
Oregon, Oregon State University, and
Oregon Health & Science University
are all working on a wide range of re-
search and development programs to
help combat and adapt to climate
change.

These universities are conducting the
basic science we need to understand
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and anticipate changes and trends, as
well as the applied science to help use
existing information to develop prac-
tical tools and technologies to meet
the challenges presented by climate
change.

They model changes caused by sea
level rise; they help shellfish hatch-
eries adapt to ocean acidification, or
they develop new types of biofuel. This
is exciting, important research; and we
need smart, passionate young people to
take up this mantle.
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June is National Oceans Month. This
month, we recognize the value of our
oceans, lakes, and coastline, and we re-
commit to protecting these bodies of
water.

I would also like to recommit to de-
veloping and investing in technologies
to help stop and begin to repair the
damage we have done to our oceans,
our coasts, and our ecosystems. Im-
proved and innovative technology de-
velopment in areas such as renewable
energy and water conservation have
the power to make a real difference for
our planet and for current and future
generations, but we can’t do it without
people like smart, skilled students who
will become the workers in the work-
force of tomorrow.

Those students in Warrenton, Or-
egon, and others like them are our fu-
ture leaders and problem-solvers. Let’s
help do all we can to make sure that
they have the tools and the resources
they need today as students and tomor-
row as scientists, engineers, and
innovators who can meet the complex
challenges ahead and turn them into
productive opportunities that will bet-
ter their communities, their States,
our country, and the world.

——————

HIPAA CHANGES IN THE HELPING
FAMILIES IN MENTAL HEALTH
CRISIS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. MURPHY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, as part of my 3-year inves-
tigation into the Nation’s mental
health system, I have been meeting
with families and caregivers of those
with mental illness. Their number one
concern is the HIPAA privacy rule.
Since its inception in 2002, the rule has
generated nearly 70,000 complaints.

Families are locked out from helping
in treatment by Federal regulations
that don’t understand the complexity
of treating a serious mental illness in
someone who has other medical prob-
lems, like diabetes or lung disease or
skin problems or other illnesses that
require treatment. When you have
those with the diminished capacity to
follow through on their own care,
should we just let them languish and
suffer? Should we let their mental ill-
ness and poor medical care become
what some consider to be a slow-mo-
tion suicide?
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If a family member has a head injury
or a stroke or Alzheimer’s illness, a
doctor would not hesitate to explain
the medical concerns to a family mem-
ber. A doctor would do this because the
doctor recognizes the brain illness can
make the individual unable to clearly
understand the severity of his illness.
According to the current HIPAA laws,
when a child is in severe psychosis, the
doctor is unable to tell the parents
anything.

We must recognize that severe men-
tal illness like schizophrenia, bipolar,
and severe depression is brain disease—
it is not an attitude. It is not some-
thing cured by pulling oneself up by
the bootstraps no more than dementia
is cured by a different outlook on life
or by a motivational poster. We cannot
continue to make care the most dif-
ficult for those who have the most dif-
ficulty in caring for themselves. This
has to change. There is merit to those
70,000 complaints, and we must address
them compassionately.

The Helping Families in Mental
Health Crisis Act, H.R. 2646, allows the
doctor or mental health professional to
provide the diagnosis, treatment plans,
appointment scheduling, and prescrip-
tions for an individual with a serious
mental illness to a known caregiver.
This change would apply to those who
can benefit from care yet who are un-
able to follow through on their own
self-directed care.

Put yourself in the shoes of a family
member. Imagine yourself trying to
help a parent or a sibling or a child,
and a caseworker who doesn’t even
know your family member can’t help
you because he is bound from letting
you—a loving and caring parent—help
your son or daughter. The law puts you
behind this heartless barrier where you
have to passively watch your child
wither away. But what parent would
not run into a burning building or
throw himself in front of a car to save
his child? Yet, with our current HIPAA
laws, you have to watch and suffer
along with your child.

We have to change this, and H.R. 2646
does make this important change. My
legislation does not allow for the shar-
ing of psychotherapy notes or of per-
sonal conversations between a thera-
pist and a patient. It is limited to the
information that is essential to caring
for someone with a serious mental ill-
ness to make sure he stays in care.
Let’s make it easier. Let’s make it
more compassionate for those who need
help the most. I urge my colleagues to
please support H.R. 2646 and to sign on
as cosSponsors.

———

GENESIS WITH REVELATIONS YET
TO COME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, it is always a preeminent privilege
to stand in the well of the House of
Representatives to advocate on behalf
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of my constituents in the Ninth Con-
gressional District of Texas, but it is
also a greater honor to advocate on be-
half of the American people. I contend
that no one could have predicted that I
would have had this great opportunity
at my birth, and I am always grateful
to have it, and I want people to know
that I appreciate it greatly.

Mr. Speaker, last night, the House of
Representatives passed a bipartisan
piece of legislation, H. Res. 295. This is
a resolution that would encourage law
enforcement agencies to use body cam-
eras. It passed overwhelmingly, and I
am here today to express my gratitude
to the many Members who supported
this piece of legislation.

I would like to start with the leader-
ship. I am honored that the leadership
supported it because, without the sup-
port of leadership, legislation does not
come to the floor.

Mr. BOEHNER, I am grateful that you
supported and allowed it to come to
the floor.

Ms. PELOSI, I am grateful that you
supported and allowed it to come to
the floor.

Mr. HOYER, I am honored that we had
the opportunity to visit with you about
it as well as with other members of
leadership, including Mr. BOEHNER, and
that you allowed it to come to the
floor.

I also want to mention the chair of
the Judiciary Committee, Mr. GOOD-
LATTE. He allowed us to visit with him
about this legislation. We are grateful
that he participated in the process and
allowed it to come to the floor.

I am also especially honored to men-
tion Mr. CONYERS, the sage of the
House of Representatives, the dean of
the House of Representatives, and I am
grateful that he has been under-
standing and has given us the oppor-
tunity to have this piece of legislation
come to the floor in the form of a reso-
lution.

There were Members who supported
this, and they were cosponsors. I have
to mention my very dear friend Mr.
CLEAVER. I will say candidly that,
without him, we wouldn’t have been
able to have succeeded. He has been a
partner with me on this legislation,
and we have worked through the en-
tirety of the process.

I will mention Mr. TED POE from
Texas. He and I were lawyers together,
and we were judges together. He was
the first person to actually sign onto
the resolution, and that meant some-
thing to have his support.

Mr. PO, I am grateful that you
signed on as the first original cospon-
sor, and my prayer is that this piece of
legislation is something that you will
be proud of in the years to come.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER signed onto it, Mr.
LAacy CLAy, Mr. YODER, and Ms.
CLARKE—all persons who were original
cosponsors of the legislation. I am
grateful that they chose to allow their
names to be associated with it, and I
am grateful to all of the Members of
the House of Representatives who
voted for it, some 421 Members.
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Let me now just focus on the legisla-
tion for just a moment and remind ev-
erybody that this, in a metaphorical
sense, is not the end; it is the begin-
ning. In a metaphorical sense, it is not
the closing argument as we might have
in a trial; it is the opening statement.
As a Christian, in a metaphorical
sense, this is Genesis; it is not Revela-
tion. There are many other things to
come. In fact, we have a piece of legis-
lation—the CAM TIP Act—that is cur-
rently pending before the House, and
my hope is that we will get some addi-
tional cosponsors on that piece of legis-
lation.

As for this piece of legislation, let me
announce that what it does is to sim-
ply provide encouragement to law en-
forcement agencies to know that the
consensus of the House of Representa-
tives is that you have body cameras.
We ask that you please consider the ra-
tionale for body cameras.

One, transparency. This means that
there won’t be disputes about what
happened. With cameras, you can still
have some disputes. This is not a pan-
acea; it will not cure all that ails some
of our concerns. Yet it does provide
some empirical evidence, empirical evi-
dence that we would not acquire other-
wise because of the contentions that
can be at odds with each other about
facts. By the way, as a judge, I know
that you can have persons with the
best of intentions who can see the same
facts and come away with different
conclusions as to what occurred. This
provides the additional transparency.

It also provides an opportunity for us
to allow this evidence to go into court.
It is not enough for the public to see
what is going on. Those who serve as
jurors will have an opportunity to see
what happened and base their decisions
on more than what one person says as
opposed to what another person says.

I am proud to tell you that the piece
of legislation will provide an oppor-
tunity for people to adjust their behav-
ior. A wonderful thing can happen
when cameras are on. People will know
that they are being watched, and they
can adjust their behavior.

I am so honored that the legislation
has passed, and I am grateful for the
opportunity to speak this morning. I
thank those who were supportive of it.
This is the genesis. The revelations are
yet to come.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not to other
Members.

————

IN SUPPORT OF CUBAN HISTORIAN
GUSTAVO PEREZ SILVERIO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise this morning to support Gustavo
Perez Silverio, an historian in Cuba
who has had to endure continued
threats from Castro’s state security
forces.
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