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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. JOLLY).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 20, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAVID W.
JOLLY to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

———————

REMEMBERING SHERIFF’'S DEPUTY
DANNY OLIVER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the memory of Sacramento
County Sheriff Deputy Danny Oliver.

Deputy Oliver had served the citizens
of Sacramento County for 15 years
when he paid the ultimate sacrifice in
the line of duty this past October.

Later that day, Placer County Sher-
iff’s Investigator Michael Davis, Jr.,
was shot and killed by the same assail-
ant.

Deputy Oliver grew up in the Del
Paso Heights neighborhood of Sac-
ramento and graduated from Grant
High School. He loved serving the com-
munity where he grew up and dedicated
his life to making it better. He was
known for being part of the community
that he served, answering emails from
concerned citizens even when he was
off duty, and never declining to attend
a neighborhood meeting.

Deputy Oliver was as dedicated to his
family as he was to his job, and his
family was dedicated to him. His wife,
Susan Oliver, worked two jobs while
Danny went through the sheriff’s acad-
emy, where he graduated at the top of
his class academically. She will be my
guest tonight at the State of the
Union. Susan and Danny have two
daughters, Melissa and Jenny.

The lives of Deputy Oliver and Inves-
tigator Davis are a reminder that our
law enforcement officers put their lives
on the line every day for our safety.
They were true heroes, and we are for-
ever indebted to them and their loved
ones. Let’s honor their memory by
building understanding and trust be-
tween law enforcement and the com-
munities they serve, just like Deputy
Oliver did.

———

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING AND
PUERTO RICO STATEHOOD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Puerto Rico (Mr. PIERLUISI) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PIERLUISI. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day this Nation, including Puerto Rico,
celebrated Martin Luther King Day. It
is important to pause and reflect upon
Dr. King’s legacy and its relevance to
the issue of Puerto Rico’s political sta-
tus.

In the 1950s and 1960s, Dr. King was
the most prominent leader of the civil
rights movement for racial equality in
the United States. He was physically

brave, leading peaceful marches and
other protests in parts of the country
where some government officials and
residents were willing to use violence
and intimidation to maintain a system
of segregation and discrimination.

Dr. King was also remarkably elo-
quent. His speeches and writings in-
spired men and women who already
supported the campaign for racial
equality, but they also changed the
hearts and minds of individuals who
initially opposed the cause. He helped
many Americans who were living in
moral darkness to see the light.

Dr. King was motivated by a sense of
urgency. In a letter written from an
Alabama jail, he stated that ‘‘justice
too long delayed is justice denied.” But
Dr. King was also strategic. Every ac-
tion he took was carefully designed to
advance the cause. He knew that
means matter as much as ends, and he
had little patience for advocates who
lacked a sense of tactics and timing.

Dr. King traveled to Puerto Rico on
at least two occasions, but it does not
appear that he expressed a considered
opinion about the island’s political sta-
tus. Nevertheless, based on Dr. King’s
philosophy, it is fair to presume that
he would be very troubled by the situa-
tion in Puerto Rico.

Dr. King regarded the right to vote as
sacred. In a 1957 speech delivered in
front of the Lincoln Memorial, he said:

So long as I do not firmly and irrevocably
possess the right to vote, I do not possess
myself. I cannot make up my mind; it is
made up for me. I cannot live as a demo-
cratic citizen, observing the laws I have
helped to enact; I can only submit to the
edict of others.

Nearly 50 years after Dr. King’s death
from an assassin’s bullet, the right to
vote in Federal and local elections is
guaranteed to all American citizens re-
gardless of race, but only if they reside
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in a U.S. State. The 3.6 million Amer-
ican citizens residing in the U.S. terri-
tory of Puerto Rico are denied this sa-
cred right, unable to vote for the Fed-
eral leaders who make the laws that
govern every aspect of their lives. We
lack the very right that Dr. King lived
for and the right he died for.

The movement that Dr. King led was
a quest for equal rights and equal op-
portunities for African Americans.
However, the principle that lay behind
the movement and that gave it such
moral power has broader application. It
is the belief that there is only one cat-
egory of American citizenship, not a
first-class citizenship for some and a
second-class citizenship for others.
Every day that Puerto Rico remains a
territory, an undemocratic and undig-
nified status, this principle is violated.

Dr. King taught us that achieving
equality requires hard, determined, re-
lentless work. It requires leaders who
are both passionate and strategic, just
as Dr. King was, but above all, it re-
quires thousands upon thousands of or-
dinary men and women to unite around
the principle, the principle of equality,
and to fight for it until it is attained.

Dr. King’s life is a testament to the
fundamental truth that there is no
force on Earth strong enough to stop a
righteous cause pursued by righteous
means. Our struggle to obtain equal
rights and equal opportunities for the
U.S. citizens of Puerto Rico is a strug-
gle for justice, and with tireless effort,
we will prevail.

——

THE LEGACY OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
what an interesting coincidence. We
are here today to hear from the Presi-
dent of the United States, President
Barack Obama, on his State of the
Union.

Just yesterday, millions of Ameri-
cans honored together the legacy and
the message of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. I rise today to emphasize that Dr.
King’s message was not a message for
one particular ethnic or racial or reli-
gious group, but as I have reflected
over the years, he equals the original
values of this Nation.

The Constitution begins by saying we
have come to order a more perfect
Union. It is a small document. The Bill
of Rights gives flesh to the bones of the
Constitution because it gives us the
freedom of religion and speech and ac-
cess and the ability to move around,
and the right to a jury trial and the
right to due process and the right to
dignity, and it freed the slaves.

But it also is a document that can
free us from the biases that sometimes
come because of isolation, and that was
Dr. King. He sought for America her
higher angels. He wanted her to be able
to be true to her values. For those who
fled persecution in faraway places, he
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wanted America to be that place that
did not see color, religion, ethnicity,
did not see differences because one was
disabled or gay or straight, but really
saw us in an equal manner.

He marched for all people, and I
would hope that as we begin this ses-
sion of Congress, as we listen to the
President of the United States, who lit-
erally stands on the shoulders of Dr.
Martin Luther King—for it was the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 where many
lost their lives and the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 where a young woman by
the name of Viola Liuzzo died right
after the Selma march. As she was
bringing back those protestors and
marchers, she was shot dead. She was a
white woman from Michigan. And so I
pay tribute to Dr. King today, and I
look forward to listening to the Presi-
dent’s message that will hopefully be a
message of hope and the opportunities
for America to work together.

At the same time, I remember my
own community. I pay tribute to a
place called Freedmen’s Town, founded
by former slaves, and Camp Logan, a
place where Black soldiers were iso-
lated in World War I, but they had on
the uniform of this country.

I pay tribute to Christie Adair, Zollie
Scales, C. Anderson Davis, Reverend
F.N. Williams, and, as well, S.J. Gil-
bert, Reverend J.J. Roberson, and
many others who have walked the
pathway, the leaders of the NAACP,
the leaders of the Urban League, and
many of our seniors who came to us to
give us knowledge through their sac-
rifices of World War II, to the Buffalo
Soldiers that we see in our community
all the time, and to those who have put
on the uniform through the ages. All of
those persons combined make up the
spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, who
leaves us with the most important
statement: ‘‘injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere.”

As we now go on our new journey, let
us look to respect our law enforcement
but also look, as we stand alongside of
the men and women in blue, that we
also find a way to be able to bring jus-
tice and opportunity and, as well, fair-
ness to the criminal justice system.

It takes all of us to be able to get
that system right side up: our law en-
forcement officers and their training,
and then, of course, the judicial sys-
tem.

Let us look forward in Dr. King’s
spirit of coming together, no matter
what our race, color, or creed, what-
ever our body says to do, to be able to
do what is right.

I said to young people when I was
speaking about Dr. King this weekend,
I used one simple theme: he had a hum-
ble courage, a quiet courage. He had to
make decisions in the quietness of his
own presence and his own space to say,
“I am willing to do what is right even
though there may be danger.”

He never announced and never spoke
about words that dealt with his own
personal courage. He did say that he
had a peace that would allow him to
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see the promised land and to acknowl-
edge to us that he might not get there
with us, but he knew that we as a peo-
ple—and I take that ‘“‘we’’ as the Amer-
ican people—will get there some day.

Let us together fix Ferguson and the
many Fergusons around the Nation.
Let us bring comfort to parents all
around this Nation. Let us be reminded
of Dr. King’s spirit, not just in this
weekend of activities and respect and
honor, but let us do it always.

I close by simply saying, thank you
at home to Mr. Ovide Duncantell. Mr.
Duncantell has been the visionary for
our efforts in Houston on honoring Dr.
Martin Luther King. He first met with
Daddy King and named the street, and
then we were able successfully, with
Federal funds and working with Mr.
Duncantell, to place a Martin Luther
King memorial, the first built outside
of Washington, D.C., in the last 10
years. We are excited about it. We
know that his spirit is not in bricks
and mortar; it is living within us.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 13
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
0 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. COLLINS of New York) at
2 p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, thank You for giving us
another day.

The House prepares this day to wel-
come the President of the United
States and other governmental, judi-
cial, and military leadership of our Na-
tion. The world watches as America’s
great experiment in civilian self-gov-
ernment is in high relief.

May all who populate these hallways
this day be possessed of goodwill and a
shared commitment to guarantee the
freedoms and responsibilities inspired
by the soaring rhetoric and subsequent
actions of our American ancestors.

We know that all too often these past
congressional sessions the terms of de-
bate and consideration of issues have
been more reflective of partisan poli-
tics than productive problem solving.
Perhaps this is to be expected, given
the nature of republican forms of gov-
ernment. Even so, we ask that Your
blessing and inspiration come down
upon our elected leaders, that they
might be moved to negotiations and so-
lutions beyond their own imaginings.

May all that is said and done in this
Chamber today redound to the benefit
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