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schools, public schools are mandated to use
these tests to determine graduation for stu-
dents and for teacher and administrator
evaluations. It is positively stressing us—
and our system—to the max.

Our teachers, students, and parents all say
the extreme amount of time focused on test-
ing is causing ridiculous amounts of stress in
the classroom, faculty room, and at home.
The angst is palpable as you walk through
our hallways.

Where is there time for creativity in teach-
ing? Where is there time for exploration and
collaboration? Our talented staff do their
very best to find ways to incorporate what
needs to be tested into their dynamic lesson
plans, but it is difficult, given the time con-
straints and enormous amount of material
being covered.

Ultimately, that negativity is going to
drive down our test scores. Learning should
be challenging, but also enjoyable and excit-
ing. Teaching should be dynamic and cre-
ative. We are missing that because of these
tests.

I am not advocating a system without any
testing, rigor, or accountability, but what
we are doing right now isn’t working.

Teachers have literally sent me hundreds
of examples of how students are worried,
anxious, and depressed. The rules for taking
these exams are crazy as well.

Springtime in a school should be full of ex-
citement and learning—not anymore. The
last 3 weeks, our schools have looked more
like prisons than educational institutions.
The rules allow students to take as much
time as they need, but once they close the
booklet, the session is over, and they can’t
return to it.

Let’s reauthorize the ESEA. Let’s re-
duce the Federal footprint over public
education. It is the right thing to do.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 11
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Rabbi Claudio Kogan, Temple Eman-
uel, McAllen, Texas, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Our God and God of our ancestors,
God of compassion, God of justice, and
God of peace.

In this great Hall where dreams come
true, we ask Your blessings upon these
great men and women, the Representa-
tives of the people. They have devoted
their lives to our welfare. Give them
wisdom and courage. Inspire them with
the teachings of our prophets, as they
answer Isaiah’s call to feed the hungry
and clothe the naked, Jeremiah’s re-
quest to protect the orphan and the
widow, and Ezekiel’s plea to lift up
those who cannot stand on their own in
this land and all lands.
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As an immigrant who came to this
country 16 years ago and became an
American citizen just 2 years ago, I
join this House in a prayer of profound
gratitude and deep appreciation for the
blessings we, the people of the United
States of America, are privileged to
enjoy. I ask You, God, to let the lights
of truth and harmony shine from this
Chamber as beacons for the betterment
of all Americans.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question are postponed.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Montana (Mr. ZINKE) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. ZINKE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING RABBI CLAUDIO
KOGAN

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. HINO-
JOSA) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Rabbi Claudio
Kogan from Temple Emanuel in
McAllen, Texas, for his service today
as guest chaplain.

A native of Argentina, Rabbi Kogan
and his wife, Anna, immigrated to the
United States where he continued his
studies, receiving several master’s de-
grees.

Rabbi Kogan has served congrega-
tions all over the United States. He has
worked to develop a strong interfaith
connection with his Christian and Mus-
lim counterparts. He has received nu-
merous awards for his essays on reli-
gion and ethics.

In addition to his rabbinical duties,
Rabbi Kogan is also a medical doctor.
He has been a high school teacher in
Cincinnati, Ohio, and has combined his
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religious and medical training by serv-
ing as a hospital chaplain at a variety
of institutions.

Rabbi Kogan is joined here today by
his lovely wife, Anna, and his two
beautiful children, Milena and Ezekiel.

I want to thank him for his prayer
and for his service to my community.

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE,
AND TECHNOLOGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YODER) laid before the House the fol-
lowing resignation as a member of the
Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 10, 2015.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER BOEHNER: I write to offer
my official resignation as a member of the
House Committee on Science, Space & Tech-
nology, effective today, June 10, 2015. It has
been an honor and a privilege to serve on
this committee over the last four years.

Sincerely,
STEVEN M. PALAZZO,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

———

ELECTING CERTAIN MEMBERS TO
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Republican Conference, I offer a
privileged resolution and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 304

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE: Mr. Kelly of
Mississippi.

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND TECH-
NOLOGY: Mr. Abraham.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS: Mr. Kelly
of Mississippi.

Ms. FOXX (during the reading). Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the resolution be considered as read
and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1l-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.
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CLEAR PATH FOR VETERANS
CELEBRATES FEMALE VETERAN
AND ACTIVE DUTY APPRECIA-
TION DAY

(Mr. KATKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to our female vet-
erans and Active-Duty military in all
branches and areas of service, as well
as those who have made the ultimate
sacrifice for our country.

This week, Clear Path for Veterans,
an organization in central New York in
my district, devoted to empowering
servicemen and -women, veterans, and
their families, will celebrate Female
Veteran and Active Duty Appreciation
Day to honor the countless women in
our community who have served our
country.

Women across our great Nation have
and continue to put their lives on the
line for our freedom and for our democ-
racy. America’s servicewomen, vet-
erans, and their families are contin-
ually changing the way that our mili-
tary is defined within our homes, our
communities, our Armed Forces, and
around the world.

With the number of female veterans
at its highest percentage in TUnited
States history, Clear Path for Veterans
is a pioneer in its commitment to em-
powering and inspiring women from all
branches of service. I stand beside this
organization in working to enable
women veterans to reach their full po-
tential.

These women have made our country
stronger. Their courage and strength
have given us freedom, and their sac-
rifices that they and their families
have made should never be forgotten.

———

DAY OF PORTUGAL

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, today
is Dia de Portugal, a time when Por-
tuguese Americans and families of Por-
tuguese descent around the world come
together to celebrate their shared her-
itage and rich cultural traditions.

Over the years, the United States and
Portugal have shared a strong friend-
ship, beginning in May of 1791 when
Portugal became the first neutral
country to recognize the new American
Government and continuing today
through the pursuit of our shared na-
tional security objectives, including
our cooperation in the global war on
terror.

I am particularly honored to cele-
brate Day of Portugal because my dis-
trict, Rhode Island’s First Congres-
sional District, has a larger percentage
of Portuguese American constituents
than any other congressional district
in the country.

As chair of the Portuguese American
Caucus, I am proud to join my Por-
tuguese American constituents in cele-
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brating Dia de Portugal and working to
strengthen U.S.-Portugal relations
through my work in Congress today by
fighting to maintain operations at
Lajes Field in the Azores and working
to promote better cooperation in the
areas of agriculture, education, tour-
ism, and health.

I wish everyone celebrating today a
Happy Day of Portugal.

————
CELEBRATING BULGARIAN
DEMOCRACY
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, 25 years ago today was one of
the most meaningful of my life as I
served as an election observer for the
post-Communist parliamentary elec-
tions in the Republic of Bulgaria with
the International Republican Institute,
nominated by RNC Chairman Lee
Atwater.

It was a dream come true to visit tal-
ented and enthusiastic people at poll-
ing locations in the Hissar, Plovdiv re-
gion and see a restoration of democ-
racy amidst the amazing antiquities of
ancient Thracian, Greek, and Roman
cultures. I was welcomed by Professor
Stefan Stoyanov, who was elected to
the National Assembly and later re-
instituted the Rotary Club of Sofia.

In Congress, I have been grateful to
co-chair the Bulgarian Caucus; work
with dynamic Ambassador Elena
Poptodorova; and, this year, led a dele-
gation to Sofia to meet with Prime
Minister Boyko Borisov, who is coura-
geously promoting reforms for the peo-
ple of Bulgaria.

It has been uplifting to meet with
dedicated Bulgarian troops, along with
my son, serving in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, who now train with Americans at
the Novo Selo training base.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President by his actions
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

God bless Bulgaria.

—————

REMEMBERING JOHN GRANVILLE

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, John
Granville grew up in south Buffalo. He
had a curiosity about the world and a
desire to serve others. He was a Ful-
bright scholar and a Peace Corps vol-
unteer who became a career diplomat
for the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development.

In 2007, John was distributing solar-
powered radios to remote villages in
South Sudan to ensure that the people
could participate in upcoming elec-
tions. On New Year’s Day in 2008, John
and a colleague were targeted and as-
sassinated by terrorists in Khartoum.
He was 33 years old.

Four men were convicted of the mur-
ders, but 6 years ago today, they es-
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caped with the aid of a man later par-
doned by Sudanese President al-Bashir.
Two of the killers remain at large, and
the Department of Justice has offered a
$5 million reward for their arrest.

Today, I will introduce a resolution
calling on the State Department to
maintain Sudan on the state sponsors
of terrorism list until al-Bashir’s par-
don is repealed and John’s killers are
captured.

When his family expressed concern
about his safety, John would say that
he knew his work was dangerous, but
he wouldn’t want to be doing anything
else. Today, we remember a man of
light and peace and pledge to bring to
justice those who took him from us far
too soon.

————
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LABELING

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, my
thanks to Chairman CONAWAY and the
Agriculture Committee for their
prompt, bipartisan response to the re-
cent WTO ruling against country of or-
igin labeling.

Since 2009, Canada and Mexico argued
that our country of origin labeling pol-
icy distorts trade across our borders
and increases the cost of meat and
poultry. In the U.S., we had hoped for
a favorable ruling from the WTO, but
their rulings and appeals have all been
against us. Today, it is time to act to
address the problems posed by COOL
and prevent the retaliation from our
friends in Canada and Mexico.

If not addressed, Canada and Mexico
have threatened $3.6 billion in trade re-
taliation. This would be a major blow
to pork and beef producers in my dis-
trict; but it is not just livestock pro-
ducers that would feel the pain.
Threatened retaliation would also im-
pact the corn growers in my district,
one of the most productive corn grow-
ing districts in the Nation, and candy
makers like Hershey and Mars that
have plants in my district.

Again, I am grateful to Chairman
CONAWAY and his attention to this
issue and his prompt response to the
WTO’s ruling. I support this bill to re-
peal COOL and end the years of uncer-
tainty faced by our farmers, ranchers,
and so many others and urge my col-
leagues to do the same.

———
INFRASTRUCTURE

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, fixing
our Nation’s crumbling infrastructure
to boost the economy and increase
transportation safety should not be a
partisan issue; yet Republicans in Con-
gress continue to show neglect and in-
difference towards the Nation’s infra-
structure and transportation safety
needs.
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