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We have failed not because we don’t
know what to do when it comes to ef-
fectively identifying and treating men-
tal illness, but it is because the Federal
Government has stood in the way with
poorly administered policies and anti-
quated attitudes.

Our ability to treat serious mental
illness is in the 21st century. We know
more effective treatments for this
brain illness. However, our beliefs
about mental illness are still mired in
the 19th century. As long as we think
that mental illness is an attitude or a
difference in perception or that hallu-
cinations and delusions are bizarrely
labeled as nonconsensus reality, we are
wrong.

Quite simply, we have created the
most difficult system for those who
have the most difficulty. Now is the
time to change and turn this system
from top to bottom.

That is why I have reintroduced the
Helping Families in Mental Health Cri-
sis Act, H.R. 2646. It reforms Federal
programs, removes Federal barriers to
care, and refocuses research that is up-
dated and innovative legislation that
will produce a new paradigm of treat-
ment for those with serious mental
health problems.

This bill empowers parents and care-
givers to access care before stage IV. It
fixes shortages of inpatient beds, helps
to reach underserved in rural popu-
lations, expands the mental health
workforce, drives evidence-based care,
provides alternatives to institutional-
ization. It integrates primary and be-
havioral care. It increases the mental
health workforce in underserved areas
by volunteerism. It increases minori-
ties in the mental health workforce. It
advances critical mental research and
brings accountability to mental health
and substance abuse parity in this Na-
tion.

If we want to get people treatment,
not jail time, not abandonment; if we
want to help the tens of millions of
people affected by mental illness and
the hundreds of millions of friends and
relatives who are emotionally strained;
if we want accountability, trans-
parency, and more effective spending of
Federal dollars to get care in the com-
munity where it is needed; if we want
to stop victimization of the mentally
ill; if we want to prevent the next New-
town, Tucson, Aurora, Isla Vista, Col-
umbine, or Navy Yard, we have to do
something comprehensive and research
based, and we have to do it now.

What we need is not only for Con-
gress to act, but, during these next few
weeks, we need to hear from every doc-
tor and first responder and teacher and
parent and patient and judge and con-
sumer that we have to act thoroughly
and thoughtfully and responsibly and
now.

On every concern, America needs to
speak up and speak out. We need to
start treating mental illness as we do
other diseases like AIDS or cancer or
diabetes, and this legislation, H.R. 2646,
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gives us the tools to do so. We need evi-
dence-based care before crisis; we need
treatment before tragedy.

I ask my colleagues to support this
bill, the Helping Families in Mental
Health Crisis Act, because treatment
delayed is treatment denied, and this
legislation marks a new dawn for men-
tal health in America.

——
TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
House action is expected on trade pro-
visions this week. A vote on a package
that establishes the rules for how the
next major trade agreement will be
handled, the trade promotion author-
ity, may be voted on, this Friday.

It has been fascinating for me to hear
the arguments at home and in Wash-
ington, D.C., of those who are opposed
to trade promotion authority and have
already decided against the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership before the agreement
is even finished.

The critics often cite concerns about
the environment, but what I hear from
some of my friends on the other side of
this question at home stands in stark
contrast to what I think reality is. The
dreaded ‘‘secret negotiations’” are
somehow raised as a negative.

To the best of my knowledge, all
major serious agreements are nego-
tiated in private like all labor union
contracts. It is after they are nego-
tiated that the Members have them
and look at whether or not it is worthy
of their support.

There are concerns about various
corporate advisers whispering in the
Trade Representative’s ear and having
access to confidential information tilt-
ing the playing field. Last week, I met
with two of those sinister advisers who
happen to be respected environmental
leaders. Yes, the advisory panels in-
clude environmental leaders and, in
fact, union leaders as well.

There was an interesting point that
came forward in my conversation with
environmentalists that the only way to
stop, slow, and reverse the rape of the
oceans is by an international trade
agreement, and this one is actually
shaping up to be pretty strong.

Oceans are threatened by overfishing,
having fishery stocks collapse; yet the
countries in the 12 countries that are
negotiating this agreement have, on
average, a 20 percent subsidy to en-
courage more fishing, overfishing, pay-
ing their fishermen to catch the very
last fish. The only way to deal with
this is by having a multinational
agreement that is enforceable to re-
duce this destructive policy.

Along with the oceans, there is deep
concern about what is going on with
deforestation, the exploitation of en-
dangered species in the forested areas.
Since 2000, we have lost an area ten
times the size of Great Britain to de-

H4009

forestation just in the Amazon basin
alone. That is why, in the last round of
trade negotiations, I fought hard to
have provisions against illegal logging
in Peru and for them to raise their
standards.

We are struggling to make sure that
they are fully enforced, but nobody
that I have talked to seriously thinks
that we wouldn’t be better off without
an agreement. It gives us leverage, and
things are improving.

Well, likewise, we are seeing thugs il-
legally harvesting endangered species
like elephants and rhinos. They are
taking illegally harvested exotic tim-
ber and disrupting indigenous people.

No nation can prevent the exploi-
tation by themselves, but many na-
tions, armed with an enforceable agree-
ment that we can use trade sanctions
to be able to put teeth in it, can make
a difference now and raise the bar for
future agreements.

The package moving forward has
faced some changes that I find trou-
bling. All major legislation that I have
seen in my career in Congress is a
mixed bag. They had some good things;
they had some bad things; and some
things that are hard to figure out.

That is going to be our job this week
and beyond, to make that evaluation;
but on balance, while we are trying to
figure out whether we are better off
with or without it, it is important that
that decision be made on a factual
basis, not hypothetical scare tactics.

————————

RECOGNIZING THE TITUSVILLE
HERALD ON ITS 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, on June 14, The Titusville
Herald newspaper will publish its 150th
anniversary edition, and I rise today to
congratulate them on a century and a
half of countless memories and news
reporting.

The Titusville Herald was first estab-
lished in 1865 and was the first daily
newspaper in the world’s original oil
region. For 150 years, The Herald has
delivered the latest local and national
news to the Titusville community and
surrounding areas.

Mr. Speaker, I can assure you that,
with today’s technological advances, it
is no small feat for a small newspaper
to withstand the test of time. However,
with an incredible and dedicated staff,
The Titusville Herald has expanded in
size, technology, and outreach and con-
tinues to be a vital part of the
Titusville community.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing and congratulating The Her-
ald’s staff on reaching this important
milestone. I know that they will con-
tinue to successfully deliver the news
of the oil region to its readers for gen-
erations to come.
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HUNTINGDON POST OFFICE CELEBRATES 100TH
ANNIVERSARY

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, on June 17, the Hun-
tingdon Post Office, located in Hun-
tingdon County, Pennsylvania, in
Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congressional
District, will be celebrating its 100-year
anniversary.

The post office, the first established
in Huntingdon County, dates back to
1798 during a time when mail was deliv-
ered by post riders and stagecoaches.

In 1915, to accommodate the growing
business needs of Huntingdon, then
Pennsylvania Governor Martin
Brumbaugh dedicated a building on
Washington Street to house the post
office, the Internal Revenue Service,
and military recruiting offices. Since
then, the post office on Washington
Street has become a permanent fixture
within the growing Juniata River com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in congratulating the Hun-
tingdon County Post Office and all of
its employees on 100 years of dedicated
community service.

——
CLIMATE CHANGE AND HEALTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, the
sciences and the facts don’t lie. Con-
gress has stood here for too long debat-
ing the truth about climate change.
What is there to debate?

More than 12,000 peer-reviewed sci-
entific studies are in agreement. Cli-
mate change is real, and humans are
significantly to blame. For those of
you keeping track at home, there are
zero peer-reviewed scientific studies
that state the opposite.

As we continue to harm the environ-
ment, we are ultimately hurting our-
selves and human health. In the movie
“Birdman,’”’ it was written: ‘“A thing is
a thing, not what is said of that thing.”

I feel the need to remind my col-
leagues that climate change is a real
thing, regardless of what is said of that
climate change thing; just because you
don’t want to believe it doesn’t make
climate change any less real. It is rap-
idly becoming a threatening crisis in
public health. As the planet warms, sea
levels rise and lead to increased floods.
Droughts are more frequent and in-
tense. Heat waves and hurricanes are
more severe.

Climate change makes existing dis-
eases and conditions worse, but it also
helps introduce new pests and patho-
gens into communities. Respiratory al-
lergies and diseases are becoming more
prevalent because of increased pollen,
molds, air pollution, and dust. Higher
concentrations of these particles in the
air cause severe breathing problems
and lead to heart disease, asthma at-
tacks, inflammation, and lung cancer.

Every year, 220,000 people learn they
have lung cancer, and 160,000 people die
from lung cancer. That is twice the
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population size of my own neighbor-
hood, Lakeview.

Children who are especially vulner-
able to these pollutants are harmed by
the air they breath. Their lungs
shouldn’t be at risk when they go out-
side to play or walk to school, but
asthma is the third leading cause of
hospitalization among children under
the age of 15.

Nearly half of this Nation—our Na-
tion—lives in areas with dangerous lev-
els of pollution, 44 percent. My own dis-
trict is included. Chicago earned itself
an F in an air quality study from the
American Lung Association.

According to the same study, the
Windy City is ranked in the bottom 5
percent for most polluted city in terms
of short-term particle pollution in the
Nation, and it is only getting worse.
Not only is our air quality dangerous,
but our most essential resource, which
we all depend on, our water, is at risk
due to climate change.

Water is vital to survival. As tem-
peratures rise, people and animals need
more water to maintain their health
and thrive. Increases in water tempera-
ture, precipitation frequency and se-
verity, and changes in coastal eco-
system health could increase the inci-
dence of water contamination. Cur-
rently, more than 840,000 people die
each year from water-related diseases.
That is more than the entire city of
San Francisco.

Climate change is expected to
produce more frequent and severe ex-
treme precipitation events worldwide.
Over the past 50 years, the amount of
rain falling during the most intense 1
percent of our storms increased by 20
percent. These turbulent changes breed
outbreaks of waterborne diseases. In
fact, in the United States, from 1948 to
1994, heavy rainfall correlated with
more than half of the outbreaks of wa-
terborne disease.

Water sustains our economy by pro-
ducing energy at power plants, raising
livestock, and growing food crops.
Many water supply sources are already
overallocated, and people are suffering
from degraded water quality.

Given our current trajectory within
the Western U.S. in severe drought, the
competition for water resources will
only increase, leading to great impacts
on human health.

Albert Einstein once said: “We can’t
solve today’s problems by using the
same kind of thinking we used when we
created them.” We need to adjust how
we think about climate change. We
need to understand that severe weath-
er, pollution, and changes in our water
are not only harmful to the planet, but
harmful to the people who inhabit that
planet.

Climate change is a direct threat to
humanity, and it is time we reexamine
how we think about it, talk about it,
and respond to this growing problem.
The health of humans worldwide is at
stake.
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CONGRATULATING CANON
HUTCHESON

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FLEISCHMANN). The Chair recognizes
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. CAR-
TER) for 6 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate and cel-
ebrate my nephew, Canon Hutcheson,
and his wife, Courtney, on the birth of
their new daughter, their beautiful new
daughter, Ella. Ella Brooke Hutcheson
was born on June 9 in Warner Robins,
Georgia. She weighed in at 8 pounds,
15% ounces.

I know from experience, the experi-
ence of having been blessed with three
sons, that parenthood is the most in-
credible and rewarding experience in
the world. I could not be more excited
for Canon and for Courtney and their
new addition.

I would also like to congratulate
Ella’s grandparents: my sister, Cissie
Hutcheson, and her husband, Craig, of
Waycross, Georgia.

Canon was named in honor of my sis-
ter, Cissie, and my mother, Zena Can-
non Carter, who was born on October
16, 1937, and passed on June 21, 2008. I
know that my mother is very proud of
her grandson and her namesake.

To the Hutcheson family, and espe-
cially to Ella, I wish you the very best,
and I am so very proud to welcome a
new member to our family.

———
0 1030

PROFESSIONAL’S ACCESS TO
HEALTH WORKFORCE INTEGRA-
TION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD) for 5
minutes.

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker,
I rise to introduce the Professional’s
Access to Health Workforce Integra-
tion Act, better known as the PATH
Workforce Integration Act, of 2015.

The National Center for Health
Workforce Analysis predicts that, by
2020, the United States will have a
shortage of as high as 20,000 physicians.
Other projections are that we will have
a shortage of up to 250,000 public health
workers. In addition, the Department
of Labor projects that, by the year 2025,
we will need 500,000 more nurses, 46,000
more mental and behavioral health
workers, 38,000 more pharmacists, and
15,000 more dentists.

There are a number of contributing
factors to the projected health care
workforce shortage. The U.S. popu-
lation by 2030 is expected to rise by 18
percent. The population of those over
the age of 65 is expected to increase
three times its current rate, and the
Bureau of Health Professions projects a
5.2 percent increase in the utilization
of health services. This is all happening
while our current health care work-
force is retiring in greater numbers
than we are able to graduate new work-
ers.
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