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do, one consideration is we could go to 
private screening at our airports. The 
law allows for that. Airports ought to 
consider those private screeners and 
maybe think it through, whether or 
not that is a better alternative to the 
TSA system that gets a grade of 4. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

CHANGE THE CONVERSATION TO 
HELP AMERICA’S CHILDREN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIÉRREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, this 
past weekend and all day on cable news 
ever since, we watched a police officer 
in McKinney, Texas, wrestle with a 14- 
year-old teenager after what was re-
ported to be a pool party. He throws 
her to the ground, pulls his gun out and 
points it at some other kids, screams 
at her, and then sits on the teenager, 
who is in her bikini, for a period of 
time. This is the latest installment of 
the hit cable television news story of 
the last year or more called ‘‘Cops Be-
having Badly Caught on Tape.’’ 

This version was not the most dead-
ly, although there have been versions 
of this story that end in death. It has 
caused a lot of hot air on radio and TV. 
Some of it is constructive, and some of 
it is just offensive. 

But has it caused a more serious dis-
cussion of police and communities of 
color? Has it sparked a more serious 
discussion about how teenagers and po-
lice interact or should interact? I hope 
so, but I kind of doubt it. 

Recently, I met with a young man 
from Chicago who made a real impres-
sion on me. He is from the Phoenix 
Military Academy, a smart teenager. 
He is going to go places. He said: You 
know what, Congressman? I have 
taught myself strategies to deescalate 
the situation whenever I come in con-
tact with police. 

Did you hear that? A teenager feels 
he needs to teach himself ways to dees-
calate tensions with adult police offi-
cers. We are apparently leaving it up to 
our teenagers to figure out ways to 
deal with the police, which is precisely 
backwards from how things ought to 
be. 

What the videotape from Texas and 
the comment from my young friend at 
Phoenix Military Academy in Chicago 
have in common is that there does not 
seem to be any communication be-
tween adults on the police side and 
young people in our community, who 
the police are sworn to protect. Instead 
of a cooperative relationship between 
teenagers and adults who are there to 
protect them, there is an adversarial 
relationship. 

A couple of weeks ago, I looked 
around while I was at a Judiciary Com-
mittee hearing on policing strategies 
in the 21st century, and all I saw were 
people who were 50, 60, and 70 years old. 
There were no young people called to 
testify, to tell us what they face, how 
they feel, and what we, as adults, 
should do to help them. 

Very few of us are former or current 
law enforcement. And while all of us 
are former teenagers, still, for most of 
us, it has been quite awhile since we 
were a teenager, and our experiences 
may not be all that typical of what 
young people and the police face today. 

I hope adults like me in places of in-
fluence and authority can be helpful in 
creating the conditions where avenues 
of communication are created, but a 3- 
hour hearing with political undertones 
and more than a little grandstanding is 
not nearly enough. 

Almost every city in America is one 
bad incident, an overzealous police-
man, or a videotaped moment of stu-
pidity or hatred away from a riot. Mi-
chael Brown, Eric Garner, Walter 
Scott, and Freddie Gray are names we 
know, but knowing their names is just 
not enough. We need a sustained effort 
from Congress and from every institu-
tion in our society to address the 
chasm between young people, and espe-
cially young people in communities of 
color and the police hired to keep them 
safe. 

And let’s remember, while the coun-
try was transfixed with a video of the 
cop, the teenagers, and the pool party 
in Texas, two of my constituents were 
shot and killed this past weekend in 
Chicago. They were among 5 dead in 
Chicago and among 27 people shot from 
Friday to Monday. At least 5 people 
were killed and 25 others were shot in 
and around Chicago the weekend be-
fore; 12 dead and 56 were wounded over 
the long Memorial Day weekend. 

Knowing the names of Sandy Hook, 
Newtown, and Columbine are not 
enough when Baltimore, Chicago, and 
other cities are also losing young peo-
ple—mostly young people—at this rate. 

It goes beyond police practices and 
the easy availability of guns, but that 
is part of it. When legislators spend 
more time making guns easier to carry 
and stand-your-ground laws make mur-
der wraps easier to beat, our priorities 
are skewed. 

It goes beyond racial profiling, but 
that is part of it. When 84 percent of 
sobriety checkpoints in Chicago are set 
up in Black and Latino neighborhoods 
so that cops can stop anyone who 
drives by, that sends a message that is 
destructive. 

It goes beyond economic opportunity, 
but that is also part of it. Honestly, we 
do not spend much time in this Con-
gress thinking about how we help 10- 
and 12-year-olds know that a bright fu-
ture is possible for them. We do not do 
much for children to help them achieve 
their future, but instead we cut things 
like Head Start and spend more and 
more money on jails. 

Listen, in America, we must change 
the conversation so that we as a nation 
are working together to help make 
sure the next generation lives to adult-
hood first. We need to stop talking so 
much about what protects us from 
those kids and start talking more 
about what we as adults are going to do 
to protect those kids from the world we 
have created for them. 

HELPING FAMILIES IN MENTAL 
HEALTH CRISIS ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. MURPHY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, on some of the issues my 
friend from Chicago just stated, I 
couldn’t disagree more. Let me explain 
why, why we have problems with our 
prisons in America and homelessness. 

Nearly 10 million Americans have se-
vere mental illness like schizophrenia, 
bipolar disorder, and major depression. 
Yet millions are going without treat-
ment as families struggle to find care 
for loved ones. 

Over the last 30 years, we have shut 
down the old asylums and what we 
have seen is an increase in incarcer-
ation, suicide, homelessness, emer-
gency room visits, unemployment, sub-
stance abuse, and substance abuse 
deaths. We have failed on all these 
metrics. 

Anyone who thinks we are being suc-
cessful in helping those with severe 
mental illness is delusional. We have 
traded the old hospital bed for the pris-
on cell, the emergency room gurney, 
the homeless shelter, and the ceme-
tery. We have seen horrible and dis-
turbing increases of the mentally ill 
being victims of crime, like sexual as-
sault, robbery, and bullying. In fact, we 
lose 40,000 Americans to suicide each 
year, and there are another 1.3 million 
suicide attempts. 

These stories are haunting, and the 
numbers are staggering. Four million 
people with serious mental illness are 
not receiving treatment. There is a 
shortage of 1,000 psychiatric hospital 
beds nationwide, so there is often no-
where to go when there is a crisis. 

How cruel and tragic it was when 
Senator Creigh Deeds of Virginia took 
his son to a hospital to be told there 
were no psychiatric beds, and we know 
the tragic outcome of that story and 
the thousands of times it is repeated 
every year. 

We have one child psychiatrist for 
every 2,000 children with a mental 
health disorder. While we know that 50 
percent of severe mental illness 
emerges by age 14 and 75 percent by age 
24, we don’t have a sufficient number of 
professionals to treat it, so it gets 
worse. 

We have Federal rules to protect pri-
vacy, which has frustrated countless 
numbers of doctors and family mem-
bers, generating 70,000 official com-
plaints. It was meant to improve pa-
tient care, but it acts as an impossible 
barrier to breach because loving family 
members can’t connect with someone 
with serious mental illness. 

We have a mental health agency in 
this country that the Federal Govern-
ment has that doesn’t employ a single 
psychiatrist. This is what the Amer-
ican taxpayer buys for $130 billion a 
year. Is this success from the over 112 
Federal programs and agencies meant 
to deal with mental illness? 
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We have failed not because we don’t 
know what to do when it comes to ef-
fectively identifying and treating men-
tal illness, but it is because the Federal 
Government has stood in the way with 
poorly administered policies and anti-
quated attitudes. 

Our ability to treat serious mental 
illness is in the 21st century. We know 
more effective treatments for this 
brain illness. However, our beliefs 
about mental illness are still mired in 
the 19th century. As long as we think 
that mental illness is an attitude or a 
difference in perception or that hallu-
cinations and delusions are bizarrely 
labeled as nonconsensus reality, we are 
wrong. 

Quite simply, we have created the 
most difficult system for those who 
have the most difficulty. Now is the 
time to change and turn this system 
from top to bottom. 

That is why I have reintroduced the 
Helping Families in Mental Health Cri-
sis Act, H.R. 2646. It reforms Federal 
programs, removes Federal barriers to 
care, and refocuses research that is up-
dated and innovative legislation that 
will produce a new paradigm of treat-
ment for those with serious mental 
health problems. 

This bill empowers parents and care-
givers to access care before stage IV. It 
fixes shortages of inpatient beds, helps 
to reach underserved in rural popu-
lations, expands the mental health 
workforce, drives evidence-based care, 
provides alternatives to institutional-
ization. It integrates primary and be-
havioral care. It increases the mental 
health workforce in underserved areas 
by volunteerism. It increases minori-
ties in the mental health workforce. It 
advances critical mental research and 
brings accountability to mental health 
and substance abuse parity in this Na-
tion. 

If we want to get people treatment, 
not jail time, not abandonment; if we 
want to help the tens of millions of 
people affected by mental illness and 
the hundreds of millions of friends and 
relatives who are emotionally strained; 
if we want accountability, trans-
parency, and more effective spending of 
Federal dollars to get care in the com-
munity where it is needed; if we want 
to stop victimization of the mentally 
ill; if we want to prevent the next New-
town, Tucson, Aurora, Isla Vista, Col-
umbine, or Navy Yard, we have to do 
something comprehensive and research 
based, and we have to do it now. 

What we need is not only for Con-
gress to act, but, during these next few 
weeks, we need to hear from every doc-
tor and first responder and teacher and 
parent and patient and judge and con-
sumer that we have to act thoroughly 
and thoughtfully and responsibly and 
now. 

On every concern, America needs to 
speak up and speak out. We need to 
start treating mental illness as we do 
other diseases like AIDS or cancer or 
diabetes, and this legislation, H.R. 2646, 

gives us the tools to do so. We need evi-
dence-based care before crisis; we need 
treatment before tragedy. 

I ask my colleagues to support this 
bill, the Helping Families in Mental 
Health Crisis Act, because treatment 
delayed is treatment denied, and this 
legislation marks a new dawn for men-
tal health in America. 

f 

TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
House action is expected on trade pro-
visions this week. A vote on a package 
that establishes the rules for how the 
next major trade agreement will be 
handled, the trade promotion author-
ity, may be voted on, this Friday. 

It has been fascinating for me to hear 
the arguments at home and in Wash-
ington, D.C., of those who are opposed 
to trade promotion authority and have 
already decided against the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership before the agreement 
is even finished. 

The critics often cite concerns about 
the environment, but what I hear from 
some of my friends on the other side of 
this question at home stands in stark 
contrast to what I think reality is. The 
dreaded ‘‘secret negotiations’’ are 
somehow raised as a negative. 

To the best of my knowledge, all 
major serious agreements are nego-
tiated in private like all labor union 
contracts. It is after they are nego-
tiated that the Members have them 
and look at whether or not it is worthy 
of their support. 

There are concerns about various 
corporate advisers whispering in the 
Trade Representative’s ear and having 
access to confidential information tilt-
ing the playing field. Last week, I met 
with two of those sinister advisers who 
happen to be respected environmental 
leaders. Yes, the advisory panels in-
clude environmental leaders and, in 
fact, union leaders as well. 

There was an interesting point that 
came forward in my conversation with 
environmentalists that the only way to 
stop, slow, and reverse the rape of the 
oceans is by an international trade 
agreement, and this one is actually 
shaping up to be pretty strong. 

Oceans are threatened by overfishing, 
having fishery stocks collapse; yet the 
countries in the 12 countries that are 
negotiating this agreement have, on 
average, a 20 percent subsidy to en-
courage more fishing, overfishing, pay-
ing their fishermen to catch the very 
last fish. The only way to deal with 
this is by having a multinational 
agreement that is enforceable to re-
duce this destructive policy. 

Along with the oceans, there is deep 
concern about what is going on with 
deforestation, the exploitation of en-
dangered species in the forested areas. 
Since 2000, we have lost an area ten 
times the size of Great Britain to de-

forestation just in the Amazon basin 
alone. That is why, in the last round of 
trade negotiations, I fought hard to 
have provisions against illegal logging 
in Peru and for them to raise their 
standards. 

We are struggling to make sure that 
they are fully enforced, but nobody 
that I have talked to seriously thinks 
that we wouldn’t be better off without 
an agreement. It gives us leverage, and 
things are improving. 

Well, likewise, we are seeing thugs il-
legally harvesting endangered species 
like elephants and rhinos. They are 
taking illegally harvested exotic tim-
ber and disrupting indigenous people. 

No nation can prevent the exploi-
tation by themselves, but many na-
tions, armed with an enforceable agree-
ment that we can use trade sanctions 
to be able to put teeth in it, can make 
a difference now and raise the bar for 
future agreements. 

The package moving forward has 
faced some changes that I find trou-
bling. All major legislation that I have 
seen in my career in Congress is a 
mixed bag. They had some good things; 
they had some bad things; and some 
things that are hard to figure out. 

That is going to be our job this week 
and beyond, to make that evaluation; 
but on balance, while we are trying to 
figure out whether we are better off 
with or without it, it is important that 
that decision be made on a factual 
basis, not hypothetical scare tactics. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE TITUSVILLE 
HERALD ON ITS 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, on June 14, The Titusville 
Herald newspaper will publish its 150th 
anniversary edition, and I rise today to 
congratulate them on a century and a 
half of countless memories and news 
reporting. 

The Titusville Herald was first estab-
lished in 1865 and was the first daily 
newspaper in the world’s original oil 
region. For 150 years, The Herald has 
delivered the latest local and national 
news to the Titusville community and 
surrounding areas. 

Mr. Speaker, I can assure you that, 
with today’s technological advances, it 
is no small feat for a small newspaper 
to withstand the test of time. However, 
with an incredible and dedicated staff, 
The Titusville Herald has expanded in 
size, technology, and outreach and con-
tinues to be a vital part of the 
Titusville community. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing and congratulating The Her-
ald’s staff on reaching this important 
milestone. I know that they will con-
tinue to successfully deliver the news 
of the oil region to its readers for gen-
erations to come. 
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