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a single cent. In fact, it brought $675
million in profits to the Treasury last
year and more than $2 billion over the
past two decades. We cannot afford,
Mr. Speaker, to let the bank expire.

Even more than just preventing a
lapse, we ought to be providing export-
ers and potential exporters with cer-
tainty by enacting a multiyear reau-
thorization.

With the Export-Import Bank’s fu-
ture uncertain, businesses that could
be reaching new customers abroad have
been holding back making investments
in growth that would create more jobs
here at home. We are going to hear a
lot about jobs here at home next week
as we debate the fast-track authority.
This deals with jobs here in America.
With the Export-Import Bank’s future
uncertain, we are seeing uncertainty in
the marketplace.

A multiyear extension and an in-
crease in the bank’s lending authority
would give a green light to these busi-
nesses that it is time to invest and ex-
pand.

We all talk about investing. We all
talk about expanding jobs. I want to
quote: ‘“There are thousands of jobs on
the line that would disappear pretty
quickly if the Ex-Im Bank were to dis-
appear.” Let me repeat that for my
colleagues. ‘‘There are thousands of
jobs on the line that would disappear
pretty quickly if the Ex-Im Bank were
to disappear.” Those are not my words.
That is a quote. They are the words of
Speaker JOHN BOEHNER on April 30 of
this year, just a few weeks ago.

He is not the only Republican who
wants to save the bank. Representative
STEPHEN FINCHER, Republican of Ten-
nessee, has said that ‘“‘a majority of
RSC members support the bank’s reau-
thorization.” RSC members are
amongst the most conservative mem-
bers of their party in this House. In
fact, there are 59 cosponsors on Mr.
FINCHER’s bill. They are Republicans.

All of my party, the last time we re-
authorized it and this time, will vote
to create jobs in America by voting for
the Export-Import Bank. Now, we have
188 members. You don’t have to be
much of a mathematician to know if
you have 188 and 60, that is 248. All you
need is 218 to pass the bill.

The Speaker has said he wants to let
the House work its will. He said that in
2011 when he became Speaker. And he
said the House works best when the
House can work its will. If we bring the
Export-Import Bank bill to the floor, it
will pass. Together with 180 Democrats,
or 188—180 who have sponsored the 7-
year reauthorization bill introduced by
Ms. WATERS, Ms. MOORE, Mr. HECK, and
myself—it is clear that a majority of
the House supports a long-term reau-
thorization of the Export-Import Bank.

Mr. Speaker, we should act. We
should act now before we find ourselves
at the eleventh hour, before the June
30 deadline. Now, we have just seen
shutting down the security apparatus
to protect America for a couple of
days. Let’s not put at risk the eco-
nomic security of our country.
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Governors of both parties from across
the country have written in support of
taking action. Business leaders, the
Chamber of Commerce, and organiza-
tions like the National Association of
Manufacturers have all asked Congress
to reauthorize the bank. There are now
just 13 legislative days until the dead-
line by which we must do so.

Mr. Speaker, I ask our Speaker, I ask
our majority leader, let the House
work its will and vote on a multiyear
reauthorization that will restore cer-
tainty for thousands of small busi-
nesses. Help them compete in new mar-
kets. Support the growth of good jobs
here in our country, and contribute to
deficit reduction. There will be a 1ot of
debate next week about jobs. The
Speaker believes that we will lose jobs
if we don’t pass the Export-Import
Bank reauthorization.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Leader, bring the
Export-Import Bank reauthorization
bill to the floor. It will pass. It will be
good for America. It will be good for
Americans. It will be good for our econ-
omy. Pass this bill.

—————

REFOCUSING ON THE VETERANS
ADMINISTRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Mrs. ROBY) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, this week
marks 1 year since the Veterans Affairs
Secretary, Eric Shinseki, resigned
amid a scandal that shook this country
to its core. When President Obama re-
luctantly accepted Secretary
Shinseki’s resignation, he had a lot to
say about his commitment to fix the
VA and where the buck stops. He said:
“We’re going to do right by our vet-
erans across the board, as along as it
takes.” And then: ‘“This is my adminis-
tration. I always take responsibility
for whatever happens.”

Well, Mr. Speaker, a lot has happened
over the past year, and here are some
of the highlights:

Last June, reports emerged that pa-
tient scheduling manipulation had
been particularly egregious inside the
central Alabama VA. During a meeting
to discuss these findings, the director
of the central Alabama VA led me to
believe that appropriate action had
been taken to remove the employees
that were responsible for this. That
wasn’t true.

So I began to dig a little bit deeper
into the problems, working with very
courageous whistleblowers and the
press to uncover major instances of
misconduct, mnegligence, and mis-
management inside the central Ala-
bama VA. What we were able to expose
was more than 1,000 patient x rays,
some showing problems, went missing
for months and years. A pulmonologist
was called, not once but twice, for fal-
sifying more than 1,200 patient records
but somehow given a satisfactory re-
view. An employee took a recovering
veteran to a crack house, bought him
drugs and prostitutes, all to extort his
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veteran’s benefits. When caught, that
employee, as extraordinary as this is,
was never fired. Not until a year and a
half later, when it was reported in the
press and exposed publicly, did the VA
take action.

What else happened last year? Con-
gress passed a historic VA reform law
providing unprecedented authority for
holding employees accountable. The di-
rector of the central Alabama VA who
lied to me became the first manager
fired under the new reform law. Other
managers were also removed, and the
southeast regional director quietly re-
tired when an investigation into cen-
tral Alabama VA was expanded at my
request to include him.

So again, a lot has happened over the
past year. But, Mr. Speaker, there is a
lot that hasn’t happened over the past
year.

Improvement to access for patient
care, the one thing that we really need
for our veterans, hasn’t happened. It
really hasn’t happened nationally, and
certainly it hasn’t happened in central
Alabama. In fact, VA medical centers
in Montgomery and Tuskegee were re-
cently identified number one and num-
ber two, respectively, the worst hos-
pitals in the Nation for extended delays
in patient appointment completions.
The first and the second worst hos-
pitals in the country are in the central
Alabama VA.

A workload report at the end of April
showed that more than 6,500 consults
over 90 days were still pending, includ-
ing more than half awaiting approval
for non-VA care. So not enough im-
provement has happened where it mat-
ters most for our veterans.

Mr. Speaker, I would be remiss if I
didn’t mention some of the progress
the central Alabama VA has made.
What was a major staff shortage is be-
ginning to be filled, and that includes
the mental health side. I appreciate
very much the new acting director of
the region, Tom Smith, keeping me up-
dated on the latest. I am grateful for
him stepping into this important role
in a difficult situation, trying to re-
build, trying to rebuild some of the
trust that has been lost.

As I have told him, the progress isn’t
enough. One reason I believe it isn’t
enough is that Washington has dem-
onstrated something of a short atten-
tion span when it comes to these prob-
lems. We got their attention last year
and a lot of nice promises have been
made in terms of the national VA’s
commitment to improve in central
Alabama, but once our problems leave
the front page, there hasn’t been suffi-
cient follow-up. Mr. Speaker, maybe
that is because we are depending on a
broken bureaucracy to fix itself. Maybe
it is because we have been asking VA
leaders to intervene rather than requir-
ing them to intervene. Maybe it is time
that we change that.

You know, when a public school con-
tinues to fail to meet basic standards,
what happens? The State Department
of Education comes in to take over and
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start to turn the place around. It is a
process that isn’t pleasant, but every-
one from principals to teachers to stu-
dents to parents, they understand the
consequences of the failure of that
school system to improve. I believe
that we need a similar mechanism at
the VA when medical centers continue
to fail our veterans. That is why I am
preparing legislation that will allow
the Washington VA to do that.

My constituents, my veterans in Ala-
bama, are getting the worst healthcare
services that this country could pro-
vide. They deserve better.

——————

TEXAS AND THE IMMIGRATION
DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tllinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. What does that
bumper sticker say? ‘‘Don’t mess with
Texas.”” Well, I am about to not follow
that advice.

You see, Texas has put itself front
and center in the national debate over
immigration and is leading the way
among the 26 States suing the Federal
Government to stop the lawful and sen-
sible executive actions introduced by
the President. The court case that has
gotten so much national attention is
Texas v. The United States.

The 25 other States with Republican
Governors and attorneys general who
are suing the country play second fid-
dle to Texas. A week ago, in the Fifth
Circuit in New Orleans, a three-judge
panel issued a split decision. They did
not issue a stay to the injunction of
the President’s executive actions im-
posed by a lower court, you guessed it,
in Texas. Two out of three judges ruled
that Texas would likely be found to
have standing to bring the lawsuit be-
cause Texas would have to issue more
driver’s licenses to long-term Texas
residents.

Now, please note that we are not
talking about free driver’s licenses. We
are talking about driver’s licenses at
the same cost everyone else pays. As a
matter of fact, they could raise the
price of the driver’s licenses. Somehow,
having more licensed drivers who can
drive legally in Texas and across the
country and who know the rules of the
road is an unreasonable burden on the
State of Texas, according to the politi-
cians who run the State.

So Texas is holding up the implemen-
tation of the program around the coun-
try for as many as 4 million people who
live in American families. Who would
these licensed drivers be? They would
be immigrants who have U.S. citizen
children. They would have lived and
worked in American neighborhoods for
years, shopped at the same grocery
stores, and taken their kids to the
same parks and schools as citizens do.
They would have submitted their fin-
gerprints for a criminal background
check at their own expense.

So while most Americans no longer
believe we should be trying to deport
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all 11 million undocumented immi-
grants, and especially not those with
deep roots in the U.S. with families,
the politicians who run the State of
Texas believe we should.

Lived in the U.S. for 5 years or more?
10? 15? Driving to work anyway? Own a
business that employs citizens? Too
bad. The Republican leaders in Texas
do not want you to be able to work on
the books, pay your full share of local
and Federal taxes, and pay for a driv-
er’s license so you could drive legally.
No. That would be a burden.
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Reality and Texas should really get
to know one another.

Now, let’s remember that this is the
same set of Texas politicians—includ-
ing the Governor and some Republican
Members of Congress—who are reluc-
tant to tell some of their voters that
no, in fact, President Obama does not
have a secret plan to use Walmart de-
partment stores as internment camps
for gunowners, which is the latest con-
spiracy theory promoted by Chuck
Norris.

We can all get a chuckle about Oper-
ation Jade Helm—the alleged U.S.
military invasion of Texas—but it is
not as funny when we begin to realize
that for many Republicans in the Re-
publican Party in Texas, crazy is a con-
stituency that must be dealt with deli-
cately.

So I want to end by speaking directly
to the millions of families who are
waiting for Texas politicians and
judges to stop the delay tactics.

And I will use the language many of
them speak and which God understands
as well, or at least I assume he speaks
Spanish because he named his only son
Jesus.

I will summarize my remarks first in
English.

The message is that we will not give
up hope and cannot stop pushing for
the implementation of the President’s
executive actions just because politi-
cians have prevented something impor-
tant from happening—again.

That is why I am inviting people in
Chicago to join me on Saturday in Lit-
tle Village so we can renew our com-
mitment to prepare ourselves for
DACA and DAPA.

(English translation of the statement
made in Spanish is as follows:)

Don’t give up.

There are Republican politicians in
Texas and elsewhere trying to block
our way towards implementation of
DACA and DAPA and they want us to
lose heart, lose patience, and lose our
resolve.

But we must stay strong and prepare
ourselves and our brothers and sisters
and our neighbors to be ready when—
eventually—the court rules in favor of
America’s immigrants.

I will continue fighting and I need
your help. If you live in Chicago come
join us on Saturday morning in Little
Village at Iglesia Santa Inez de Bohe-
mia.
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And wherever you live, continue
fighting and preparing your neighbors
and yourselves to keep our families to-
gether and make sure we are not de-
porting those who are assets to our
country.

iNo se rinden!

Hay politicos republicanos en Tejas y
en otros lugares tratando de bloquear
nuestro camino hacia la
implementacion de DACA y DAPA y
quieren hacernos perder la esperanza,
perder la paciencia y perder nuestra
determinacion.

Pero hay que permanecer fuertes y
preparandonos a nosotros mismos, a
nuestros hermanos y hermanas y a
nuestros vecinos para estar listos
cuando la corte finalmente resuelva a
favor del Presidente y de los
inmigrantes en Estados Unidos.

Voy a seguir luchando y necesito su
ayuda. Si usted vive en Chicago venga
y unase a nosotros el sabado en la
manana en la Iglesia de Santa Inés de
Bohemia en La Villita.

Y dondequiera que ustedes vivan,
sigan luchando y preparando a sus
vecinos y a ustedes mismos para
mantener a nuestras familias unidas y
asegurarnos de que no estemos
deportando aquellos que son un gran
valor a nuestro pais.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Illinois will provide the
Clerk a translation of his remarks.

———

BERTIE’S RESPECT FOR NATIONAL
CEMETERIES ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) for 5
minutes.

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, our
national military cemeteries are hal-
lowed ground. And I ask my colleagues
to agree and support my bill, H.R. 2490,
Bertie’s Respect for National Ceme-
teries Act.

On October 15, 1969, in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, a man named George
Emery Siple shot and Kkilled Bertha
Smith, known to everyone as ‘‘Bertie.”
Siple was convicted of the murder and
sentenced to life in prison without pa-
role. Thirty years later, he died in pris-
on. Because he was a military veteran,
he was buried in Indiantown Gap Na-
tional Cemetery in 1999.

He was buried there despite a Federal
law that was passed in 1997. That law
said that veterans convicted of Federal
or State capital crimes are not per-
mitted to be buried in Veterans Affairs
national cemeteries or Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.

For Bertie Smith’s family, this is a
heart-wrenching situation that has
gone on for three decades. Jackie Katz,
Bertie’s daughter, has called it ‘‘hell”
and a ‘‘horror’” to live with the fact
that George Siple was memorialized
and buried with full military honors.

When I first began to look into this
issue, it was clear to me that it was as
frustrating as it was heartbreaking.

Back in 1997, led by our Pennsylvania
Senators, Congress passed a law that
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