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CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ODESSA PERMIAN
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM’S
FIRST STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
TITLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of Odessa Permian High School
football team’s first State champion-
ship title. As a member of that team, I
am especially excited to gather with
my teammates this weekend to look
back over the 50 years.

They say everything is bigger in
Texas, and high school football is no
different.

Mr. Speaker, when our team earned
the title that bitterly cold December
day, it was the start of one of the most
storied high school football dynasties
in Texas. We were led by the Texas
coaching legend, Gene Mayfield, who
was as tough as his reputation sug-
gests. He was known for his motiva-
tional skills, and he could motivate.
Coach Mayfield and the coaching staff
did not inherit a State-championship-
caliber team that year; rather, through
his influence and direction, he molded
our team into something that many
doubted we could ever become.

His emphasis on preparation, com-
petition, and expectation to win drove
our team to demand more of each
other. We suffered during his notori-
ously tough workouts. You could find
our team running in the sandhills of
Monahans Sandhills State Park or
challenging each other with bicycle
races, wrestling matches, or any of the
other various events that he could find
that would hone our competitive spirit
and build a drive to win and a spirit to
never quit.

Mr. Speaker, unbeknownst to us as
kids, the values Coach Mayfield was in-
stilling in us that year would carry
with us for the rest of our lives. He was
teaching us more than how to be good
football players; he was teaching us
how to become men. I personally view
Coach Mayfield as one of the most in-
fluential men in my life, and I believe
that my teammates would say the
same.

It was through our shared experi-
ences that our team bonded together.
In 1965, it drove us to win, and we were
seeing the fruits of our labors with
each game night. Those experiences
created relationships that have en-
dured over five decades.

This Friday, my teammates and I
will gather to renew those bonds and
reminisce, but also to become the re-
cipients of this year’s Odessa Permian
High School Black Shirt Award. Every
year, this award is given to a school or-
ganization, individual, or group that
have achieved a standard of excellence
and inspired a passion in the Permian
High School alumni and student body.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have been
a part of that historic season and to
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have played with some of the best
teammates you could ever ask for.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 17
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DENHAM) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Thomas More Garrett, OP,
St. Pius V Catholic Church, Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Hear us O God, we pray, that we may
begin these summer months refreshed
and renewed. Give new vigor to our ef-
forts. Help us to be always mindful of
the guiding hand of providence as we
seek to better our country and the
world at large.

Let us remember that we are not al-
ways the best arbiters of our own good,
that we can be wrong about what is
best for us, and that our own desires
can sometimes bring us harm. Con-
fident in Your assistance, we turn to
You for Your protection and ask You
to save us from the difficulties that we
bring upon ourselves.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

COMMEMORATING THE SAMOAN
EXILES

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, this
month, 72 Samoans who were exiled to
my home, the Northern Mariana Is-
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lands, will receive the ceremonial fare-
well they were never given—100 years
late.

In 1909, the 72 Samoans were exiled to
the Mariana Islands by the Governor of
German Samoa, Wilhelm Solf. Their
crime: the chiefs had tried to reinstate
traditional Samoan practices outlawed
by the German colonial regime. The
Samoans remained in the Marianas
until 1915, when they were repatriated
by another colonial power—Japan.

Their story was almost lost in time.
But thanks to the work of the North-
ern Marianas Humanities Council, the
history of these exiles has now been
documented.

——————

RECOGNIZING OUR AMERICAN
MANUFACTURERS

(Mr. TIBERI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize our American man-
ufacturers. As we work to knock down
trade barriers—barriers abroad—so
American exporters can sell their prod-
ucts overseas, many opponents of free
trade are spreading outright lies: lies
about the impact of American trade
agreements on American manufactur-
ers.

Whirlpool is a great example, an ex-
ample that continues to be cited as an
American company that has virtually
shut down its plants in America be-
cause of trade. It is astounding because
it is not true.

There are 22,000 American Whirlpool
workers. They are makers of iconic
brands like Whirlpool, Maytag, and
KitchenAid. More than 80 percent of
Whirlpool products sold in the United
States are made in the United States.
Their products come from Ohio com-
munities like Clyde, Marion, Green-
ville, Ottawa, and Findlay, Ohio, not to
mention Whirlpool plants in other
States.

Believe the numbers, Mr. Speaker.
One in every five jobs in Ohio depends
on trade. With new trade agreements,
barriers abroad will be removed so
Whirlpool and other manufacturers
have the opportunity to sell their
American-made products overseas.

Let’s spread the truth: trade supports
American jobs, and increased trade will
build a healthy American economy.

———

PASS A LONG-TERM HIGHWAY
AND TRANSIT TRUST FUND BILL

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, Michigan,
of all States, knows that we need to fix
our crumbling roads and bridges if we
are going to remain competitive as a
nation.

It is long past time, long overdue, for
this Congress to rebuild our infrastruc-
ture, to pass legislation to fully fund,
on an extended basis, the highway and
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transit trust fund bill. Unfortunately,
instead of working on a big infrastruc-
ture bill, last month Congress passed a
mere 2-month extension, an extension
that gets us no further in repairing our
Nation’s crumbling infrastructure.

Mr. Speaker, my constituents are fed
up with more delays instead of real ac-
tion on road funding. No city and no
State is going to move forward on
major projects because Congress ex-
tended this fund by 60 days.

No more temporary extensions. No
more delays. Let’s get to work on a bi-
partisan, long-term plan to invest in
our Nation’s roads, our bridges, and our
ports. We have to believe in ourselves.
We have to bet on the American work-
er and on American business. If we in-
vest in infrastructure, they will pay us
back with productivity.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. COLLINS of New York) at
3 p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

AUTHORIZING EARLY REPAYMENT
OF CONSTRUCTION COSTS TO BU-
REAU OF RECLAMATION

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 404) to authorize early repay-
ment of obligations to the Bureau of
Reclamation within the Northport Irri-
gation District in the State of Ne-
braska.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 404

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EARLY REPAYMENT OF CONSTRUC-
TION COSTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
213 of the Reclamation Reform Act of 1982 (43
U.S.C. 390mm), any landowner within the
Northport Irrigation District in the State of
Nebraska (referred to in this section as the
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“District’’) may repay, at any time, the con-
struction costs of project facilities allocated
to the landowner’s land within the District.

(b) APPLICABILITY OF FULL-COST PRICING
LIMITATIONS.—On discharge, in full, of the
obligation for repayment of all construction
costs described in subsection (a) that are al-
located to all land the landowner owns in the
District in question, the parcels of land shall
not be subject to the ownership and full-cost
pricing limitations under Federal reclama-
tion law (the Act of June 17, 1902, 32 Stat.
388, chapter 1093), and Acts supplemental to
and amendatory of that Act (43 U.S.C. 371 et
seq.), including the Reclamation Reform Act
of 1982 (13 U.S.C. 390aa et seq.).

(c) CERTIFICATION.—On request of a land-
owner that has repaid, in full, the construc-
tion costs described in subsection (a), the
Secretary of the Interior shall provide to the
landowner a certificate described in section
213(b)(1) of the Reclamation Reform Act of
1982 (43 U.S.C. 390mm(b)(1)).

(d) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section—

(1) modifies any contractual rights under,
or amends or reopens, the reclamation con-
tract between the District and the United
States; or

(2) modifies any rights, obligations, or re-
lationships between the District and land-
owners in the District under Nebraska State
law.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. BEYER) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

As we begin the debate on this par-
ticular bill, I am pleased that the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. SMITH) is
here with us to introduce this very ef-
fective and important bill.

I yield such time as he may consume
to the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
SMITH) to explain his legislation.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. I thank my
colleague from Utah for yielding.

Under Federal reclamation law, irri-
gation districts which receive water
from a Bureau of Reclamation facility
typically repay their portion of the
capital costs of water projects under
long-term contracts.

Under its current contract and cur-
rent law, Northport is exempt from an-
nual capital repayment if this carriage
fee exceeds $8,000 per year. Given that
the carriage fee has greatly exceeded
this amount every year since the 1950s,
Northport’s capital repayment debt has
been stagnant at over $923,000 since
1952.

So long as the debt endures, land-
owners are subject to burdensome re-
porting requirements and acreage limi-
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tations, and no leverage is generated
for the Federal Government.

I introduced this bill to provide
members of the Northport Irrigation
District early repayment authority
under their dated reclamation con-
tract.

Allowing  producers within the
Northport Irrigation District to pay off
their portion of the contract means the
government will receive funds other-
wise uncollected, and landowners will
be relieved of costly constraints which
threaten family-owned operations.

For example, at a Water, Power, and
Oceans Subcommittee hearing last
year, one member of the Northport dis-
trict testified that acreage limitations
will prohibit parents who own land in
the district from passing down or even
selling farmland to sons and daughters
who also own land in the same district.

As the chairman mentioned, similar
legislation has passed under bipartisan
majorities and, according to the CBO,
could generate as much as $440,000 in
Federal revenue.

This is a very simple bill which
would make a big difference to some
family farmers in western Nebraska.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 404 would author-
ize landowners served by the Northport
Irrigation District to prepay the re-
maining portion of construction costs
allocated to them for the North Platte
project. In exchange, the landowners
who pay will no longer be subject to
acreage limitations and other require-
ments associated with the Reclamation
Reform Act.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
support of this good bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

This bill is an excellent piece of leg-
islation that solves a problem that
should never have existed in the first
place.

It is curious that in many cases
throughout the West, the current Fed-
eral law does not allow a landowner to
make an early repayment on Federal
irrigation projects. It is an outdated
law and a hurdle that is silly. It is
similar to a bank prohibiting a home-
owner from paying off his or her mort-
gage early.

Congressman SMITH’s bill removes
the Federal Bureau of Reclamation re-
payment prohibition for individual
landowners within the Northport Irri-
gation District. In return for those
payments, though, these farmers will
no longer be subject to the acreage lim-
itation and the paperwork require-
ments imposed by the Reclamation Re-
form Act.

This bill will accelerate revenue com-
ing into the Treasury. It is based on
two recent precedents that passed in
both Republican- and Democrat-con-
trolled Houses. Today, we are trying to
continue those efforts by adopting this
particular bill.
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