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Congratulations.
———

EXPIRATION OF THE HIGHWAY
TRUST FUND

(Mr. AGUILAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, we have
just 4 legislative days until the high-
way and transit trust fund expires on
May 31. Once again, we have been
pushed to the brink because of Repub-
lican leadership choosing to continue
small, short-term patches, rather than
a comprehensive and decisive planning
document.

We cannot gamble with our infra-
structure and transportation network.
Our streets, our roads, our bridges, our
railways are crumbling and aren’t up
to par. We can’t afford to wait any
longer for a long-term plan.

The highway trust fund supports crit-
ical projects in our communities. In
my district in San Bernardino County,
it would help fund the Devore Inter-
change, one of three routes in and out
of southern California, improving
transportation and increasing effi-
ciency for channeling goods in and out
of the region.

The American people deserve better.
They deserve safe streets and roads, de-
pendable transit to get to and from
work, and the opportunity for local
businesses to grow and expand. With-
out a long-term plan, Congress is part
of the problem, not part of the solu-
tion.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF COEUR D’ALENE POLICE SER-
GEANT GREG MOORE

(Mr. LABRADOR asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LABRADOR. Mr. Speaker, I
come to the floor today on Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day to acknowledge and
honor the life and service of Coeur
d’Alene Police Sergeant Greg Moore.
Sergeant Moore was shot and killed in
the line of duty on May 5, 2015.

Sergeant Moore’s 12-year-old son
Dylon wrote these words to honor his
father:

My dad was the best. He would tell me any-
thing and was always there for me. All the
times I was sad or lonely, he would be right
by my side to comfort me.

Dad would also reassure me that he was
okay going to work by telling me he was
Batman because he worked at night, had lots
of gadgets, was skilled and charming.

Also, wherever we went, he would know
someone that was there. I would always won-
der how and why he knew those people.

Dad’s favorite place to eat was Qdoba. It
ended up being my favorite place as well.

He was a Boston fan, and he has gone to a
couple of games, but I know he would have
liked to see more.

Every day, though, almost like tradition,
we would wrestle on the ground and try to
beat each other. I've only won once, but I
have learned so many things from him.

I love him so much because he was a good
dad, always helping people, and I want every-
one to know that he is the best.
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He was the best.
Sergeant Moore, rest in peace.

Mr. Speaker, | come to the floor to day on
Peace Officers Memorial Day to acknowledge
and honor the life and service of Coeur
d’Alene Police Sergeant Greg Moore. Ser-
geant Moore was shot and killed in the line of
duty May 5, 2015.

Gregory King Moore was born in Walla
Walla, Washington; he attended Walla Walla
High School and Walla Walla Community Col-
lege before moving to Idaho to attend the Uni-
versity of Idaho. After graduating from the Uni-
versity of Idaho he joined the Asotin County
Sheriff’'s Department before transferring to the
Coeur d’Alene Police Department.

During his tenure at the Coeur d’Alene Po-
lice Department he served as a Patrol Officer,
Field Training Officer, and School Resource
Officer.

| did not have the pleasure of knowing Ser-
geant Moore personally. But the outpouring of
support from his community tells me much
about his character and service. More than
4,000 people attended his funeral, including
officers from across ldaho, as well as Wash-
ington, Montana and Canada. This outpouring
of support warmed my heart and reminded me
of the goodness of the people of Idaho. | hope
this public support was comforting to Sergeant
Moore’s family.

Sergeant Moore’s 12—year-old son Dylon
wrote these words to honor his father.

“My dad was the best. He would tell me
anything, and was always there for me. All the
times | was sad or lonely, he would be right
by my side to comfort me. Dad would also re-
assure me that he was OK going to work by
teling me he was Batman, because he
worked at night, had lots of gadgets, was
skilled and charming. Also, wherever we went,
he would know someone that was there. |
would always wonder how and why he knew
those people. Dad’s favorite place to eat was
Qdoba. It ended up being my favorite place as
well. He was a Boston fan and he has gone
to a couple of games, but | know he would
have liked to see more. Every day, though, al-
most like tradition, we would wrestle on the
ground, and try to beat each other. I've only
won once, but | have learned so many things
from him. | love him so much because he was
a good dad, always helping people. And |
want everyone to know that he is the best.”

Coeur d’Alene Police Chief Lee White said
“Greg was part of a proud profession, and an
even prouder police department. Greg did
things right. He was a leader, he was a super-
visor, and he was not satisfied sitting at a
desk. In the end, and the reason we're here
today, is that he personified the oath that we
take when we raise our right hand and we’re
sworn in. Greg was killed protecting the life
and property and way of life of the citizens of
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. He will never be forgot-
ten.”

Throughout Idaho hundreds of vehicles are
now displaying a decal that reads K27 in
honor of Sergeant Moore’s call number. |
would like to add my voice to those that hon-
ored Sergeant Moore by closing with phrase
that had passed over the lips of those thou-
sands who have honored Sergeant Moore
over the past week.

K27 rest in peace.
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HONORING FALLEN LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, on
this day that we honor the fallen, who
have been given the duty and obliga-
tion to protect and serve, the Nation’s
law enforcement officers, I also stand
here to mourn those marines and those
Nepal rescue workers who died on the
side of a Nepal mountain, attempting
to bring help and food and opportunity
and survival to those who have been
struck by this horrific earthquake and
one that has followed.

Many have died, and it is only the
kind of integrity of Americans that,
wherever there is need, we answer the
call.

The same today, as thousands of law
enforcement officers gather on the
west steps, we know that throughout
our communities, where there is a
need, they will come.

BEarlier this week, I submitted into
the RECORD the numbers of Houston po-
lice officers who died in the line of
duty. I honor them, and I honor those
who have fallen and those who serve.

As I end this 1 minute, I end it with
a moment of silence.

In honor of all of those who have fall-
en, our soldiers and our law enforce-
ment officers, we thank you for your
service.

God bless you, and God bless the
United States of America.

——
O 1115

DODD-FRANK REGULATIONS ARE
CRUSHING SMALL COMMUNITY
BANKS

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak on an issue that I hear
more and more about each and every
day, that is, how regulations are actu-
ally crushing and harming our small
community banks.

Just a week ago, I met with a group
of small independent and community
bankers who shared some pretty strik-
ing stories. A set of regulations issued
as a result of the Dodd-Frank financial
reform law have now led to a more
than 100 percent increase in the length
of the quarterly financial status report
that they must file each quarter.

One banker said that it took his CFO
4 full working days just to finish the
report this year, and this is a CPA with
multiple advanced degrees. Another
said he has to pay the accountant now
$25,000 just to review the reports for its
accuracy.

Mr. Speaker, these crushing Dodd-
Frank regulations are having the di-
rect opposite effect of their intention.
They are hurting small community
banks that are vital to providing cap-
ital to the small businesses that keep
our economy healthy.
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HIGHWAY TRUST FUND

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, as
was referenced on the floor of the
House, in 4 legislative days, funding ex-
pires for transportation. I could actu-
ally give my speech from last summer
that predicted we would be exactly in
this spot—nothing changed, more
delay.

There are three things that we can do
to fix it:

Number one, the President ought to
issue an absolute deadline that he will
not sign any extension that passes Sep-
tember 30; 4%2 months is enough time
for Congress to do its work.

Second, the Ways and Means Com-
mittee should get down to work with a
series of hearings involving the people
who actually do this out in the real
world—contractors, business, unions,
local governments. For the first time
in 55 months, let’s have those hearings.

And finally, let’s have action on leg-
islation that I have introduced, a gas
tax increase for the first time in 22
years, similar to what has happened in
Georgia, Utah, Idaho, Iowa, South Da-
kota—Republican red States. If they
can step up and take their responsi-
bility, maybe Congress can do that in
the next 42 months.

IRAN NUCLEAR AGREEMENT
REVIEW ACT

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, yesterday the House
passed, with overwhelming bipartisan
support, H.R. 1191, the Iran Nuclear
Agreement Review Act, which will
allow Congress to review any deal on
Iran’s nuclear program negotiated by
the Obama administration.

As the world’s leading sponsor of ter-
rorism, a nuclear Iran would not only
destabilize the Middle East, but it
would have serious repercussions here
in America and across the world for
generations to come.

The United States must stand with
Israel, our allies, and do everything in
our power to prevent Iran from obtain-
ing a nuclear weapon. And this legisla-
tion allows Congress to have approval
and oversight over any agreement by
the administration.

Mr. Speaker, President Obama should
take a clear message from these over-
whelmingly bipartisan votes in both
the House and the Senate that, as ne-
gotiations move forward, the adminis-
tration must listen to the American
people and their representatives in
Congress.

——
HIGHWAY TRUST FUND

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, as you
know, in 4 days, our transportation

fund will expire. This will be the 34th
time in the past 6 years that Congress
has failed to pass a long-term transpor-
tation funding bill.

We all know that our highways, our
bridges, our airports, and our railroads
are being neglected. We have got 20th
century infrastructure with a 21st cen-
tury economy. It is absolutely irre-
sponsible for Republicans and Demo-
crats—for the House of Representa-
tives—to fail to pass a long-term trans-
portation fund.

Potholes don’t fix themselves, and we
have got potholes in red States and in
blue States. We also have, in all of our
States, good, hard-working Americans
who could be put to work if we would
give that long-term funding.

You know, you can’t build a bridge
with 2-month funding increments. So
in addition to a lack of money, there is
a lack of certainty. It is not because
there aren’t solutions. We have got
good proposals from Republicans. We
have got good proposals from Demo-
crats. But we need a decision.

We are not grasping for a new policy.
And the thing that is unacceptable is
for Congress not even to have a discus-
sion about what will be the source of
that funding. We should not extend an-
other short-term highway fund. We
should do our jobs and fully fund it.

————

TRIBUTE TO B.B. KING

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, ‘The
Thrill is Gone.” Legendary iconic gui-
tar player and performer B.B. King
passed away last night.

B.B. King, born Riley B. King, born
in the delta, lived a phenomenal life.
He was born into poverty and was a
sharecropper in Itta Bena, Mississippi.

He moved to Memphis and went on
WDIA radio, the first African Amer-
ican-owned station in America, and be-
came a disc jockey, Beale Street Blues
Boy. That is where he got his B.B.
name.

He went on to perform and learn on
Beale Street, and he went on to be one
of the great guitarists of all time. He
taught a lot of guitarists how to play
and was their mentor, somebody they
looked up to.

Memphis was his adopted hometown.
A club in his name is there on Beale
Street, B.B. King Blues Club.

He was a very, very nice man and a
talented individual who rose to get the
Presidential Medal of Freedom and
Kennedy Center Honors. His art will
live on forever. He will be greatly

missed.
———
AMERICAN PATENT SYSTEM IN
DANGER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
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uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ROHRABACHER) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
CONAWAY), my very good friend.

REPEAL THE OIL EXPORT BAN

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from California for
yielding.

This may not be the topic that he is
going to talk about here, but I appre-
ciate the time to be able to talk to
something that is important to the
folks of west Texas and is actually im-
portant to all Americans. I rise today
to bring attention to an important
issue that is gathering nationwide sup-
port, that is, repealing the export ban
on crude oil.

This week, I submitted an amend-
ment to the National Defense Author-
ization Act that would, in fact, repeal
the ban. While the amendment did not
ultimately make it into the final bill,
I would like to take a moment to talk
about the importance of lifting that
ban.

First, let’s remember why the export
ban was placed into law to begin with.
Because of the OPEC oil embargo of
1973, Congress enacted the Energy Pol-
icy and Conservation Act, directing the
President to ban crude oil exports. At
the time, the ban served a purpose: to
keep our oil at home in order to reduce
our exposure to the wildly fluctuating
markets of that time.

Today, though, the ban has outlived
its purpose. It is an antiquated policy
that is now only serving to harm
Americans and punish domestic pro-
duction. For example, right now we
allow Iran to export more oil from
their country than we do from our own
domestic producers. This is wrong-
headed and is long overdue for a
change. The ban should be lifted, while
leaving in place the necessary authori-
ties to allow the President to act in an
emergency and while preserving our
Strategic Petroleum Reserve.

Some claim that gasoline prices
would increase if the ban is lifted, but
analysis shows that to be incorrect. It
shows that prices will actually fall, re-
ducing the cost of the product that
American families rely on every single
day, which is another reason to support
lifting the ban.

In 2013, the United States was the
number one oil producing nation in the
world, surpassing Saudi Arabia and
Russia, a fact that many thought im-
possible only a decade ago.

Taking advantage of our Nation’s
abundant resources by lifting the ban
will, in fact, lower gasoline prices, cre-
ate dependable, long-lasting jobs, and
help expand our energy supply, making
our Nation more energy independent.

I urge my colleagues to listen to the
growing voice of the American people.
It is time to lift the export ban on
crude oil.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to warn my colleagues and
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